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motion, it ring ag ordered, that the 
a & 2 e be heard by them. 
ao ” ſelves or counſel, 
Several other petitions. againſt the Sani 1 "ag ne 
be ations were at the ſame time preſented to the 
and referred to the ſame committee, with 
he like inſtruction. After which William Pulteney, 
Es GT and. mt in * As , 
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IN _ s Mr. . OE | : | 
Sir, We. have "now. before us an affair, in Me. Puby- 
* 3 though it isfolicited by the merchants POO 
only of 08: denomination, yet there. is not a 
t in Great Britain. who in ſome degree 
. or other may not be ſaid to he concerned, It 
* is not, Sir, as has been ſugg eſted, an impotent 
: * clarour of a few. — whoſe effects have 
been juſtly ſequeſtered for carrying on an illicit 
trade; but an humble and a juſt remonſtrance 
_ Roa conſiderable: body of the beſt friends 
- * both to the intereſt and conſtitution of their 
. country. It would wrong the honour and 
2 tice 0 this houſe, Sir, to ſuſpect, that if the 
< petitioners alert the allegations. contained, in 


y 


their ſeve petitions, they ſhall not receive all 
the relief that it is in our power to give. But, 
Ir, there are other places where an effectual 
* WL. XVT. | B nr redreſs 
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( redreſs for their injuries muſt be ſolicited. 1 
| © ſhall not, Sir, go about to accuſe any one be- 
fore I am certain that the allegations exhibited 
n the petitions are true but one petition that 

has been now read, makes a very extraordinary 
< impreſſion upon me. The petitioners, | Sir. 


C 


pretend that the King of Spain officers in A. 
* merica have dared to diſobey the moſt poſitive 
orders obtain'd from their maſter at his Britannick - 
8 Majeſty s inſtances. Can any gentleman, Sir, 


*# 


4 = that the Spaniſh officers durſt have 
1 in this manner without the connivance of 


their court, or that their court would have Pte- 


ſgſumed to trifle in ſuch a manner with any mi- 
niſtry but one which they thought wanted either 

courage or inclination to reſent ſuch treatment? 
© As T faid before, Sir, I ſhall-not take upon me 
to give my judgment of the affair till T haye 


heard the allegations in this petition made out. 


227 they cannot be made out, Sir, I think the 


< petitioners deſerve the cenſure of this houſe for 
© ſo groſs an impolitiep. But if they are proved, 
Six, which I think w have too good reaſon to 


© err, I cannot help ſaying, that I think our 
miniſtry have been guilty of a ſcandalous breach 


K 2 duty, and the moſt infamous puſillanimity. 
In the mean time, Sir, as the affair itſelf has 
on all ſides been confeſſed of the greateſt im- 
< portance, and it is highly requiſite that every 5 
'< gentleman, who has the honour to fit in this 
< houſe, ſhould be preſent while it is in agitation, 
I think, Sir, we ought to ſubje& every one, 
ho 1s abſent without indiſpenſable neceflity, 
to the ſevereſt cenſure we can inflict; therefore 
I humbly move, That the PRO be called over 
e 9 e 
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Eb \Polbam, rü, i ſpoke next to! the NY 
jog effect : | 
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2 t Sir, 1 368 not «fed on! to oppoſe, FEY Es Mr Bags 


the honourable gentleman's motion; and, Sir, 
cas he has been pleaſed to give us his thoughts 
upon chis affair as it now appears to him, I 
hope 1 may be indulg'd in the ſame liberty, 
It 15 a liberty, Sir, which I ſhould not have 
© aſked; were I not apprehenſive, that if ſome: 
F/ thing is not ſaid wit regard to what fell from 
the honourable gentleman, it might too much 
* anticipate the Was mene. which gentlemen may 
form upon the preſent affair. I have, Sir, heard 
t of the caſe which the honourable:gentleman has 
< hinted at, and I do not doubt of the truth of 
the allegations contained in the petition, But, 
Sir, ſuppoſing them true, how do they affect i 
* the characters of thoſe concerned in the miniſtry? 
Muſt his Catholick, or his Britamnict Majeſty's 
* miniſters be anfwerable for the conduct of their 
governors in America, and for every wrong con- 
ſtruction which theſe governors may make of 
the orders they receive from their principals? 
It appears upon the face of one of che petition | 
that our miniſtry were as active as men coul 
* be jn demanding ſatis faction for the petitioners, 
If their inſtanees had not the deſired effect, the 
8 blame cannot be laid at their door; for upon | 
the delaying of juſtice one of theſe tw] o ways 
* muſt have been taken: They muſt either have 
© afted as they have done, or declar'd hoſtilities. 
< muſt have commenc'd betwixt the two crowns, 
Now, Sir, I elieve, the gentlemen who talk | 
ſo much of entering on this affair with vigour 8 
s '\would. have been cautious, had they been mi- 
* niſters, of engaging in a war upon the tranſac- 
tion of ts wa or LI Gnrrary fo 
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© the will and intention of his ſovereign. If up- 
on the repreſentations. that were made by his 
; Majeſty s miniſters at the court of Spain, 8 
Spaniſb miniſters had anſwered that the cap 
vas juſt, and that they were reſolved to ſeize 
all 5 Britiſh ſhips trading in the ſame man- 
< ner: This, Sir, being lock d upon as the ſenſe 
of their court, might have afforded very good 
grounds for a rupture. But it appears, Sir, 
from the petition, that the thing was quite o- 
; © therwiſe, and that the miniſtry were only blame- 
able for not attacking his Catholick Majeſty, 
< becauſe his officers either did not underſtand, 
© or would not obey. his orders. I agree with the 
© honourable gentleman, as to the neceſlity of our 
* making a ſtrict enquiry into this affair; and I 
© think the motion he has made is highly reaſon- 
able. But, Sir, I believe that enquiry will 55 
duce a different effect from what is expect 
the honourable gentleman. I have reaſon, SW 
© to be confident; that it is the intereſt of the 
« miniſtry we ſhould examine the allegations con- 
< tained in theſe petitions; for I am perſuaded, 
that thereby they muſt be cleared from every 
imputation of acting either a cowardly or a neg- 
Agent part; and let the blame fall where it will, 
« 1 dare ſay it cannot e fall upon — 5 * 


As this motion was not oppoſed, it was, onder 

ed accordingly. . 
Papers ir The ſame day, Mr. Alderman n Perry ſtood. up, | 
— and 8 1 to this effect 


Perry Io 5k 3 
te on + „ ** 4 3 = 8 


that oc -- Mr. Speaker, 5 PR 
2 ren, 5 « Sir, As the petitions. now. 3 to us 


ſperch. « have been ſo unanimouſly referred to a commit- 


< tee of the whole houſe, and a proper day ap- 
pointed for taking them into conſideration, I. 
Like no . of our N ſeriouſly into an 
n | | © - "© examination 
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examination of the grievances complai ned of; 
but, as thoſe grievances are of 2 foreign nature, 
* as they are grievances, which have been long 
© complained of, and as they are grievances which 
our government, we know, have endeavoured 
to get redreſſed, and have applied to the proper 
court for that purpoſe, I muſt be of opinion, 
that we cannot examine ſo thoroughly as we 
'© ought to do, into this affair, without having 
© before us the whole thread of that long negoti- 
ation which has been carried on with the court 
of Spain, for obtaining redrely 1 in an amicable 
6. and eable manner. 8 
The abuſes complained of by che petitions 
« now before us are, I muſt ſay, Sir, of a moſt 
E. e e nature: They are ſuch as the moſt 
itiful Prince in the world would not ſuffer 
om the moſt powerful, without taking the 
1 1 opportunity for ſhewing his reſentment. 
By — 4 e petitions we are told, that the Spani- 
arde have not only ſeized our ſhips, with their- 
effects, in a moſt arbitrary manner, but that 
they have inhumanly treated our ſeamen. . 
* we are told, that with reſpect to on 
particular, though the court of Spain delt has has 
acknowledged her being wrongfully and injuri- 
< oully ſeized, yet they have hitherto refuſed or 
delayed making any proper reparation, notwith-- 
_ © ſtanding its being now almoſt ten years ſinee 
_ © the ſhip was ſeized, and near eight years ſince 
the . of Spain itſelf acknowledged: the 1 * 
« juſtice of the ſeizure. 
But why ſhould I talk, Sir, of whit hey. 
p done eight or ten years ago, or but lately? 
* Theſe inſults and abuſes have been continued, 
5 I may fay: Wiebe iriterruption, ever ſince his 
5 late Majeſty's acceſſion to the crown, which is 
< near twenty-four years fince;} This is not. the 
© ora ab. 
I to 
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t t& ſue to this houſe for redreſs in this affair. 


In the year 1728 we may remember that appli- 


© unjuſt ſeizures and epredations „that had, for 


© ſeveral years preceding, been committed by the 


+ Spaniards in America upon his Majeſty's ſubjects, 


© whilſt they were carrying on their fair and law- 


ful trade in thoſt parts; and upon that applica- 


< tion, this houſe came then to a reſolution, That 


from the peace of Lirecbt in 1513 to that time, 
the Britiſt trade and navigation to and from 
the ſeveral Britiſb colonies in America, had been 
< greatly interrupted by the continual depreda- 
tions of the Spaniarde, who had i ſeized very 
valuable effects; and unjuſtly taken and made 
© — of great numbers of Britiſb ſhips and veſ- 
ſels, in thoſe parts, to the great loſs and damage 
of the ſubjects of this kingdom, and in manifeſt 
Violation of the treaties ſubſiſting between the 
two crowfls: Upon which reſolution an addreſs 


Has preſented to his Majeſty, beſeeching him 


to uſe hit endeavours for obtaining ſatisfaction 


< and ſecurity! for our merchants. But what was 
the conſequence? The Spaniards not only refu- 
<-ſed* ſatisfaction, but continued their depreda - 


e 688148; Ant eie one a new application was made 


to this houſe,” and a new addreſs preſented to 


© His Majeſty ö by this f houſe; in the year 1 730, 


© which muſt now appear to have had as little ef- 
< fect as the former, if the facts charged in the 


S petitions now before us be, upon examination, 
| : found to be true. I O89 F345 rf > 


- 


After having thus ſtated the caſe in its pro- 
per and erue light, I muſt take notice, Sir, that 
| th We wt 

Ihe firſt chung we enqquire into, is, to know, 
Whether the facts, as fepreſented in the peti- 
tions, are tras; for Which purpoſe we muſt ex 
ine che petitioners,” and ſack witneſſes, er 


O a conimittèe upon this affair, 


d other 


8 4 
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.* other youchers, as they ſhall pleaſe to bring or 
lay before us. This we muſt certainly do; but 
'* when we have done this, we ſhall have heard 
only one ſide of the queſtion; for, ſurely the 
© Fpaniards. have ſome pretence for what they 
© have done, or ſomething to ſay in their own 
© vindication. As there is no war, nor has been 
* for ſeveral years, between the two nations, they 
'* would not certainly have ſeized any one ſhip 
belonging to Britiſh ſubjects, without ſome pre- 
'* tence for ſo doing; and from the wiſdom, the 
< penetration, and the courage of our preſent 
| miniſters, I muſt conclude, that thofe pretences 
were ſuch as carried ſome ſhew or colour of 
reaſon; becauſe if it had been otherwiſe, I am 
convinced, our miniſters would have adviſed 
declaring war againſt them long before this 
time. [Theſe pretences therefore we muſt exa- 
mine into, before we can come to any proper 
or 2 reſolutions with reſpect to this affair; 
theſe pretences we cannot examine into, 
without having before us all the letters, memo- 
rials, and other papers, that have paſſed be- 
tween the two courts upon this ſubject. 
© If the facts ſet forth in the Nene be Found 
to be true, and exactly as repreſented; and if 
the pretences made uſe of bre the Spaniards for 
treating our merchants and ſeamen in ſuch a 
'* thieviſh and barbarous manner, be found to be 
©, frivalotis and groundlefs, the next thing we are 
to enquire into, is, how it comes that no ſatis- 
* * faction, has a5 yet been 1 , and what 


8 2 „ (p: 8 
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1100 1 rode two, I mean that 7 Eat let- 
ters of marque or, re 8 ſuch of our ſubjects 
£98 have n W nne we have certain- 
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iy tried; and if that ſhould be now in ſuch for- 
. * wardneſs as that a proper ſatisfaction may, in all 
1 Probability, be ſoon expected, I ſhould be a- 
© gainſt this houſe's coming to any reſolution at 
© preſent, leſt it might di diſh or interrupt the 
5 courſe of that negotiation; but this we cannot 
© enquire into, without having before us thoſe 
< letters, memorials,. and other papers, that have 
lately, or indeed thoſe that have laſt paſſed, be- 
© tween the two courts upon this ſubject. In this 
© caſe, I ſay, Sir, I ſhould | be againſt our coming 
© to any preſent reſolution; but if. it ſhould ap- 
pear, that we have now no hopes of obtaining 
* fatisfaCtion or ſecurity in a peaceable manner, I 
* muſt think it would be very proper for us to 
© enquire into what proſpect we ever had of ob- 
* raining redreſs by way af negotiation; for con- 
7 ſidering that our negotiations for this purpoſe 
| 6 
£ 
© 
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have continued, or at leaſt ought to have conti- 
nyed, for above theſe: twenty years, I cannot but 
be of opinion, that we have been, bamboozled 
with fair, promiſes, and in that caſe I do not 
know but it may be thought proper to enquire 
0 15 Ser e thoſe . in order to 
aw * were a prudent man 
ought to haye depended on; . if they 
were of ſuch a nature, or ſo. often broken, as 
that no prudent man would have depended on 
them, I am ſure it ought to ſtir up the reſent- 
ment of this nation againſt ſome other perſons, 
as well as againft Hp Spaniards, This hkewiſe 
is a piece of knowledge which we cannot come 
at, without havi before us all thoſe letters, 
memorials, 8 papers, chat have e 
between th the two courts, relating to the 
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grievances complained of in the petitions now 


before us, or come to any proper reſolutions for 
< obtaining redreſs, without having before us the 
* whole thread of the negotiation between Spain 
45 and us, relating to the depredations committed 
by the ſubjects of Spain upon thoſe of Great 
t Britain; but before I make any motion for this 

purpoſe, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that this 
very affair has occaſioned many complaints a- 
mong our. people, not only againſt the Spani- 


Thoſe merchants and ſeamen who have been 
plundered and abuſed, and have been at ſo 
much trouble, and ſo great an expence of time 
and money, in applying for redreſs both at the 
court of Great Britain, and, by encouragement 
and recommendation from thence, at the court 
of Spain, are apt to think, that both the honour 


forgot. Nay, this opinion prevails too much, 
not only among thoſe who are the ſufferers, 
but alſo among their friends and acquaintance, 
and I am afraid, among all thoſe who have 
heard or read of theſe often repeated depreda- 
tions. This opinion not only renders our peo- 
ple diſcontented with our adminiſtration, but, 
what is of much worſe conſequence, it may 
render our people diſaffected towards his Ma- 


+ quainted with the ſecrets of our publick tranſ- 
Actions for ſeveral years paſt, do not well know 
what to ſay to thoſe who thus complain, or 
how to: make an excuſe for the many loſſes, 
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met wit. 
* kingdom are ander, muſt be a real K all 
„ l +gr 


ards, but againſt our -preſent adminiſtration. 


and intereſt of their country lie neglected and 


jeſty and his illuſtrious Family; and it muſt be 
confeſſed, that gentlemen who are no way ac- 


diſappointments and delays, our merchants have 
This inability which moſt gentlemen in the 


4 „ 
— 


Ig IIS EIT” YAY © API IIS 0a 
2 * * * * Fe _ 


err 


10 


e es hee Bad FT TD Ag 0955 42 


“ 
c 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 


or for the Royal Family. With Phaeton we 
we ws fay, 


-Pudet five opprobria bas” 
Et lid potui ſſe, & non Potuiſſe refelli. 
This, Sir, of itſelf is, in my opinion, a ſufficient 
argument for gentlemens being deſirous to exa- 


mine into the late negotiations, that have paſſ- 
ed between Spain and us. I hope every gentle- 


man will from thence ſee, that every thing has 


been done for obtaining ſatisfaction for paſt in- 


juries, and ſecurity againſt future, that could be 


done by a wiſe King and a diſintereſted admi- 
niſtration. From thence every gentleman will 


be able to give a ſatisfactory anſwer to all thoſe 
who think they have reaſon to complain; b 
which means, diſaffection will be prevented, 


and' thoſe diſcontents, which I am afraid fall | 


heavily at preſent upon our own adminiſtration, 


will then, I hope, be all converted into a juſt 


reſentment againſt the ſhufflings, and repeated 
breaches of faith, which the Spaniards have been 
guilty of. This, I ſay, Sir, will, I hope, be 


the conſequence of having theſe papers laid be- 


fore us; but whatever may be the conſequence . 


with reſpe& to thoſe who have been entruſted 


with our adminiſtration, I am fure every gen- 
tleman will ſee, and from thence will ih able 
to convince others, that his Majeſty has all a- 
long acted the moſt prudent part, according to 


the information he has had from time to time; 
which will of courſe remove every ground 2 
diſaffection; and this is what, I am ſure, 
majority of this Houſe have chiefly, if not fole- | 
ly, at heart; for the majority of this houfe will, 
Fhope, always have a much greater concern for 
vindicating the honour of their ſovereign; than 


for ſcreening or cancealing the faults of any of 
"mM On. dg 77 K or at 1 8 5 15 
FAT 8 i 


* * — 
» 4 . . N 


A. 2738. DEBATES. 11 
IIn full eder of this, Sir, I IE the 
© motion I am to make will be unanimouſly a- 
< greed to, and therefore I ſhall-add no more but 
* move, That an humble addreſs be preſented to 
_ © his Majeſty, that he wauld be graciouſly pleaſed 
© to give directions for laying before the houſe, 
copies or extracts of the ſeveral petitions, re- 
8 memorials, and all other papers, 
relating to the Spaniſb depredations upon the 
FHritiſb ſubjects, which had been preſented to 
his Maj ell or delivered to either of his Ma- 
jeſty's 3 ſecretaries of ſtate, ſince Mid- 
gummer laſt; together with copies or extracts of 
ſuch memorials or repreſentations, as had been 
made, either to the King of Spain, or his mi- 
niſters, and the anſwers returned by them to 
the ſame; and together with copies or extracts 
< of the letters written to his Majefty's . miniſter 
at Madrid, with the anſwers received from un, 
1 e to the ſaid i Fr tt 


EO nit © fa 


-i This * was ſeconded by Sir Jul Bar- 
nards and after him Sir Robert Haul nts in 
ſubſtance thus: ' | 


„Mr. Speaker, Por 113 5 

* Sir, I do not ſtand up to 1 the 8 Sir Robert 

* able gentleman's motiq;, becauſe there are ma- 2 
ny papers have paſſed between the courts of 
©. Great. Britain and Spain, relating to the ſubject' 
of complaint now before you, which it may be 
< proper for the committee to ſee; but there are 
$: certainly ſome which you ought: not as:yet to 
* call for; and therefore I muſt think the motion 
rather too general and extenſive; for though 

woe have a full and unlimited power of addreſ- 

ing for whatever we may think proper, yet we 
oughtt never to deſire any thing but what the 

9 e FN be able to comply: == 25 
* Wl out 
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without doing an injury to the N affairs 
of the nation. 

] am ſure it cannot be e Sir, that. 
have any 2 on my own particular ac- 
count, againſt calling for any letters, memori- 
als, or other papers, ” kat have been contrived 
and drawn up by the court of Spain: I am no 


miniſter at that court, nor can it be ſaid that I 
have the leaſt influence on any of their councils; 


and therefore I cannot be made to anſwer for 
any ſtep they may have been pleaſed to take, 
relating to the affair now before us. If I had 
had the leaſt influence on any of their councils, 
I am fure I would have adviſed them, even for 
their own ſakes, to have obſerved a very diffe- 
rent ſort of conduct with reſpect to this nation. 
In my opinion, if the Spaniardt were governed 


_ © by prudent councils, if their publick affairs 
were under the management of thoſe who had 


nothing elſe in view but the true intereſt of that 
kingdom, they would find it as much their in- 
tereſt to avoid picking quarrels with us, as it is 
our intereſt to avoid. picking any quarrel with 
them. They would have long fince found; and 
they may probably at laſt find, to their coſt, ; 
that their own proverb will always hold true : 

Peace with England, and war with all the world 
befides. This has long ago become a ſort of 

proverb in the Spaniſb language, and will always 
be found to be a juſt and a prudent. maxim; 


for it is the intereſt of both nations to be well 
with one another; but nations have often the 
misfortune to be governed by thoſe, who have 


nothing leſs in view than the intereſt of that 


country they govern. 


For this reaſon, Sir, every n wY 


4 
6 


allow, that a war with Spain ought to be ayoid- 
ed, if poſſible; and as his his Macſty has not as 


bf © yer tald us, that he has given over all-hopes of 


- JT 
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obtaining redreſs by negotiation, we ought to 
take no ſtep, nor call for any paper, that may 
render ineffectual, or perhaps put an entire ſtop 
© to all future negotiation. We cannot ſuppoſe 
that any ſtep taken by this houſe, or any paper 
laid before us, can be kept a ſecret, becauſe 
there are generally great numbers of perſons 
< preſent,” beſides thoſe who have a right to be 
© here. This, I ſay, can never be ſuppoſed, and 
© therefore it has always been obſerved as a we 
nin our proceedings, never to call for any pa 
relating to an affair then in agitation. The aft 
< memorial or anſwer from Spain is a paper of 
1 * clus nature: It arrived but on Saturday laſt; 
d, I believe, I may venture to acquaint the 
5 3 that it is far from being ſatisfactory; but 
* if kept private, and no violent meaſures taken 
in the mean time, it may be explained ſo as to 
render it ſatisfactory, by which means an open 
rupture will be prevented: Whereas, if it ſhould 
© be laid before this houſe, it may inflame the 
nation, or even this houſe, ſo much, as to hur- 
ry us into ſome violent meaſures; and even 
« ſuppoſe we ſhould be able to govern our re- 
ſentment, yet the rendering it publick, which 
©. would certainly be the conſequence of laying it 
before us, might make the court of Spain think 
© their honour concerned in adhering perempto- 
« rily to the terms of this anſwer, without giving 


* ſuch explanations as they gt otherwiſe in 


< prudence be induced to give. 
I ſhall moſt readily agree, Sir, that our mer- 
' © chants and ſeamen have been often treated moſt 
< unjuſtly and moſt inhumanly by the Spaniſs 
Guarda Coſta s, and that both the honour and 


65 e reparation for 


injuries, and a 
4 


6 
f * 


. 


' © intereſt of the nation are hay l concerned in 


ſecurity againſt being expoſed to any 
in time to come; but we certainly 2 


T3 
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not to have recourſe to arms as long as there is 


any proſpect of obtaining redreſs in a peaceable 
manner. 2 It is without doubt a very popular 


way of arguing to talk highly of the fionour, 


the courage, and the ſuperior power of this na- 
tion; and, I believe, I have as good an opinion 
of the honour, courage, and power of this na- 
tion as any man can, or ought to have; but 


other nations muſt be ſuppoſed to have honour | 
as well as we, and all nations generally have a 


great opinion of their courage and power. If 


we ſhould come to an open rupture with Spain, 5 
we might in all probability have the advantage; 
but victory and ſucceſs do not always attend 


upon that ſide which ſeems to be the moſt 


erful, therefore an open rupture, or decla fed 

war, between two potent nations, muſt always 
be allowed to be an affair of the utmoſt impor- 

tance to both; and as this may be the conſe- 
quence of our preſent deliberations, we cught 
to proceed with Sea coolnels and with the ut⸗ 
-moſt caution. ; enn 


Prudence aud paſitlanimity;” Sir, are two 


6 


r 


words which are eaſily underſtood in private 
life, but in publick life,” and in national Mis 
it is not ſo ᷑aſy to form proper ideas for theſe 
two words, and to determine the exact bounda- a- 
ries between them: If à private man ſhovld 
think his honour injured; he may, he ought 'to 


reſent it immediatel i becauſe, as he has no- 
thing but his own life to loſe, his own opinion 


is a good and a ſufficient reaſon for putting it to 


the venture; but in national quarrels the hives 


of many thouſands are concerned; and thoſe 
who are to deliberate and determine in What 


manner, or how ſoon, an injury ought to be 
reſented, are generally thoſe "whoſe ie Ives vin 
caſe of a rupture, will be the laſt of being 
brought into . 45 * this reaſon, they 
15 ought 
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ought not to depend ſo much upon their own 

opinion, nor ought they to inſiſt upon ſuch 
py unctilio's as may be inſiſted on in private life. 
hey ought to conſider the circumſtances of 

both nations, and they ought to weigh tho- 

roughly the probable e for it may 


5s 2 K id = TS He a HK „ K „ „ 7 K 


ſometimes be the intereſt of a nation to pocket 
an affront, or at leaſt to defer their reſentment, 
till they find a more proper opportunity for 


taking vengeance. This is what we cannot be 
competent judges, of, even though we had all 


ie papers now moved for before us; becauſe 
from them we could not gueſs how we ſtand 


with reſpect to the other powers of Europe. 
We could not from thence know, but that our 
coming to an immediate rupture wi Spain 
might unite ſeveral powers againſt us; and, in 


that caſe, ſurely, it 3 be madneſs in us to 

Wy for any. paper, or to make any. lep, which 
t haſten that rupturwe. 

rom this conſideration: it muſt appear, Sir, 


has even with reſpect to a nation, whole friend- 


ſhip we have no reaſon to be fond of, it may 
not at all times be proper to ſhew an immediate 
reſentment. but with. reſpect to a nation whoſe 


friendſhip we have. reaſon. to be fond of, and 


not only a nation we,ought to endeayour to be 


Well with, but likewiſe a nation whoſe real in- 
tereſt it is to cultivate a friendſhip with us, we 


certainly ought mo to be quick in ſhewing our 
1 upon every miſunderſtanding that 
happen een us. If ſuch a nation 


ſhould be hurried into wrong meaſures with re- 
ſpect to us, either by the particular circumſtan- 
ces. chey happen to be in, or perhaps, by weak 
or treacherous councils, there may be many 
reaſons for our delaying. to ſhew a proper re- 


« ſentment.;. becauſe, the circumſtances they are 
in may alter, or they may come to be —_— 


_ g — 
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© by more prudent'or more upright councils, in 
© which caſe they will court a feconciliation, and 

2 for that nd ay will be glad to make us all the 

: reparation they have in their power, This wil 
 , certainly be the caſe With Spal, as ſoon as they 

© begin to confider ſeriouſly, and to purſue ſole- 
1 2 that which is the true intereſt of the Spaniſh 
ation in general. e e mifunderſtand- 
ing between us, would then be cafily and 


« Peecfly removed; whereas if be thould hurry 
ourſelves into a war wich that nation, the vio- 
„lebe rapines, "and "maſſacres, which would 
be committed on both ſides, might eftabliſh a 


< fort of national enmityy and hatred between the 
people of the two kingdoms, whith both courts, 


* they were never ſo well inclied to each o- 
ther, might find difficult to remove for many 
„ years ee 
. For this reaſon, Sir, we ought, to avoid as 
„ wich 2s poſlible coming” to an open rupture 
< with that nation in particular; and, therefore, 


a 


Ido not know any” great neceſity there is for 
de en teh ts any papers; for I'do not thin 
©, we can come to any feſolution upon the preſent 
Ei Hem Xeept that of add g his Majeſty 
© fo 'take thoſe meaſures” which he may, in hi 
© great wiſdom, think moſt prudent and tieceſſs” 
, for obtaining redreſF'to his injured ſubjects. 


: 2 


£I hope no gentleman will think, that this ouſe 
„ Cugnt to declare war againſt 'Spain, or that we 
„ ought to adviſe his Majeſty to declare war, tif 
© he applies to us for our advice upon that head, 
8 Such a. proceeding would not only be an in- 
; croachment upon one of the moſt certain pre- 
3 We ee of the crown, but it would likewiſe 
bd. a ſign of great raſhneſs and imprudence; | 
«ae: mn can prudently give his advice Jar 
* declaring war, without knowing the whole 
tem of the affairs of Zurepe as they ſtand at 
PATTI 5 pPreſent, 
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© preſent, and how the ſeveral potentates of Eu · 
rope now ſtand affected towards one another. 


It is not the power of Spain, and the power of 
this nation only, that we ought in ack = caſe 
* to conſider and compare: We ought likewiſe 
* to know what allies our enemies may have, and 


© what aſſiſtance we may expect from our friends; 


* neither of which we can know from the papers 
© now moved to be called for, if they were all 
laid before us; therefore we muſt leave it en- 
< tirely to his Majeſty, to take the moſt prudent 


* meaſures for obtaining redreſs; and, when his 


© Majeſty finds that no peaceable meaſures will 
prevail, he will without doubt apply to this 
_ © houſe for advice as well as aſſiſtance; and, will 
then certainly give the houſe all the informa- 
tion that may be neceſſary for giving us a full 
view of our circumſtances both abroad and at 
From what I have ſaid, Sir, I hope gentle- 
men will be of opinion, that we can come to 
no reſolution upon the preſent occaſion, but 


= 


that of addreſſing his Majeſty in much the ſame 


terms this houſe has heretofore done upon a 


© like occafion; and this, I am convinced, every 


© gentleman will think we may do, without ha- 
ving before us any of the anſwers from the court 
© of Spain, eſpecially that which arrived only on 
Saturday laſt. There is, therefore, not the leaſt 
b occaſion for our calling for that paper; if we 
< do, we may have reaſon to repent it; but, I 
am ſure we can never have occaſion to repent 
dur not calling for it; becauſe, we may hereaf- 
© ter have that, and every other paper relating to 


the affair now in hand, laid before us; and, if 
any of his Majeſty's miniſters, either abroad or 


at home, have been to blame, or have injured 
the nation by their ignorance or neglect, or by 


2 any criminal ſtep, in the courſe of theſe nego- 
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tiations, it will then appear; and the perſon 


ilty may be puniſhed according as the houſe 
all then ſee juſt; for, no one of his Majeſty's 


miniſters either does, or can expect to have his 


failings ſcreened or concealed by a Britiſb houſe 
of Commons; I hope no one of them has any 


occaſion for ſuch ſcreening or concealment. 
As for the diſcontents that may be in the na- 
tion, on account of the depredations committed 


by the Spaniards, I cannot think that any of 
them are directed againſt the adminiſtration; 1 


am ſure they cannot with any juſtice be {d di- 


rected; and therefore, I am convinced, that 


none of them are ſo directed by any perſon who 


is not diſaffected to his Majeſty, as well as diſ- 


contented with the adminiſtration. But I hope 


e ee ounht on- 
ly to. be leyel'd, I mean againſt the. Spaniards 


who have been guilty of, or have connived at 
thoſe depredations; for even froni the papers 
we have already ſeen, I muſt be of opinion, 
that our miniſters both abroad and at home 


have been at as much pains as it was poſſible 
for them to be at, and have uſed all proper 
means for conyincing the court of Spain of their 


error, and for prevailing with them to make 


full reparation.. This, I fay, I am convinced 


of from the papers now upon our table, which 


in my opinion may furniſh any willing mind 
with matter ſufficient, not only for vindicating 
his Majeſty's government from any aſperſion 
that may be caſt upon it by the diſaffected, but 
alſo for vindicating the meaſures purſued by 
the adminiſtration. With reſpect to his Ma- 
jeſty's government, though there are ſome with- 

out doors who, for the ſake of ſpreading diſaf- 
fection, are ready to impute the moſt caſual 


 * misfortunes, to ſome fault or neglect. in his go- 
+ vernment;.yet I am ſure there is no gentleman 


N within 
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within doors, who will not be ready to vindi- 
F- cate it upon every occaſion; but with reſpect 
to the adminiſtration, I cannot ſay fo much: I 
© am afraid there are ſome within doors as well 
as without, who are not very willing to vindi- 
< cate it upon any occaſion,. and who upon moſt 
« occaſions are even unwilling to admit of thoſe 


N — 


© excuſes, which the adminiſtration may juſtly 


© lay claim to. 


_ © have 


As I do not oppoſe calling for any papers; 
in which our adminiſtration can be ſup fed to 


© have a concern, I hope, what I have ſaid, Sir, 


will have the more weight. If I oppofed call- 
ing for any papers that have been penned or 
* adviſed by any of our miniſters, it might per- 


* haps be ſuſpected that my oppoſition proceeded 


* from ſome ſelfiſh end, in order to prevent an 
© enquiry into my own conduct, or into the con- 
duct of ſome of my friends; but as 1 oppoſe 
8 N 94 for ſome of thoſe papers only, which 

een penned and adviſed by the miniſters 
© of Spain, I cannot think my oppoſition will be 
© liable to any ſuch ſuſpicion; I hope it will be 
© thought, I have nothing but the good of my 
country in view. I really think, and J proteſt 


I ſpeak it ſincerely, I ſay, I really think it in- 


« conſiſtent with the intereſt of the nation, to call 
for any paper ſo lately arrived. It may be at- 
© tended with terrible conſequences, not only in 
© the caſe now before us, but in many future ca- 
ſes, becauſe it will be a dangerous precedent 
© for all time to come. It may lay a foundation 
for this houſe's demanding to look into the 
moſt ſecret tranſactions, even before they are 
© near finiſhed or brought to any ſort of maturity; 
and if this ſhould ever come to be our caſe, I 


am ſure no foreign prince or ſtate will ever en- 
_ © ter into any ſecret negotiation or treaty with 
our government, the © 


onſequences of which I 
C ſhall 
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© ſhall leave to every gentleman to form to him- 


© ſelf a notion of; for they are beyond what Ic can 


* pretend to ex preſs, 5 Wa 

L Iam far Nan thinking, Sir, that a negative 
, „ ought. to be put upon the motion the honoura- 
< ble gentleman has been pleaſed to make; but 
from what 1 have ſaid, I hope, even he himſelf 
q will be convinced, that his motion ought to be 
J _confined, and that therefore he will agree to 
« the amendment Jam to propoſe; for in the af- 
fair now before us, it will be a great advantage 
© to the Lorne ph and 1 1 8 that we 
ma eed in every ſtep with the greateſt 
8 A unanimity. Ehe amendment 1 
< propoſe is, That thoſe words which relate to 


« the anſwers from Spain may all be left out; and 


in that caſe the latter part of the motion will 
run thus: Together with copies or extratts of ſuch 


© memorials or repreſentations, as had been ms 
« @ either to the King of. Spain, or his miniſters; and 


IH of: the Letters written to his Majeſty's miniſter at 


. Ni | relating to the aid Depredations.”” RS 


The next ſ peaker was: William Pultency, Eſa 
who ſpoke to the Rs effect, \ ER 


= Mr. Speaker, : . 

Fir, I. muſt confeſs, 1 bit to "0 the 
% © honourable gentleman oppoſe calling for any 

papers, or any one paper, that can be ſuppoſed 
© to have the leaſt relation to the ſubject of com- 

« plaint now under our conſideration. If I were 
© to adviſe him, and I ſpeak it with the utmoſt 
« ſincerity, I would adviſe him, for his own ſake, 


© as well as for the ſake of the nation, to adviſe 
_ © hying the affair fully before Parliament, in or- 


der to have the advice of Parliament upon ſuch 
an Important occaſion. We have in this king- - 
8 TOP ſeveral councils: We nave. Aa privy coun- - 
1 e 


wy 
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< cilz.a cabinet council; and, for what I know, 
a more ſecret and leſs numerous council ſtill, by 
© which the other two are directed: But the Par- 
< hament is his Majeſty's great and chief council: 
It is the council which all miniſters ought, both 
for their own ſakes and their maſter's, to adviſe 
his Majeſty to conſult with, upon every affair 
© of great weight and importance; for, from all 
our hiſtories we ſhall find, that thoſe Kings 
| © have been the moſt happy and glorious, who 
have often conſulted with their Parliaments 
and that thoſe miniſters have always gone 
through their adminiſtration with the greateſt 
* eaſe and applauſe, and have retired from the 
_ © adminiſtration with the greateſt ſafety, who 
have adyiſed their maſters to depend chiefly 


$2 4 


upon the advice of their Parliaments. © 
In our privy council, Sir, in our cabinet 
council, and in any more ſecret council, if there 
be any ſuch, the honourable gentleman may be 
* ſuppoſed to have a ſway; nay, it may even be 
ſuſpected that he has, under his Majeſty, the 
chief direction of each; and therefore he may, 
< ſometime hereafter, be made to anſwer for their 
© determinations; but it cannot be ſuſpected that 
< he has the direction of either houſe of Parlia- 
ment, nor can he be ſuppoſed to have any other 
« ſway in this houſe, but that which proceeds 
from the ſolidity and ſtrength of his arguments, 
and from his ſuperior art of perſuaſion : For 
* which reaſon. he can never be made to anfwer 
for any reſolution. of Parliament, or for any 
« thing that is done purſuant. to the advice of 
Parliament. In all caſes therefore he ought to 
be fond of having the advice, or at leaſt the 
© approbation, of an independent and free Parlia- 
ment; but more particularly in a caſe ſuch as 
the preſent, where the moſt prudent councils 
may not be always attended with the wiſhed 
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K for ſucceſs. In ſuch caſes, I fay, more more particu- 


© larly, he ought in common e to chuſe 


* and deſire, that our conduct ſhould proceed 


from the advice and the reſolutions o Parlia- 

ment; becauſe, whatever may be the event, he 
cannot be made to anſwer for our conduct, nor 
can he be blamed even by thoſe who judge of 
things only by the event, which is the caſe of 
the greateſt part of mankind, in this as 2 1 as 
every other country. 

IJ am very ſenſible, Sir, the ble 

b: ileman is no miniſter in Spain; I believe he has 
+ but very little, if any, direct influence upon 
* that court; and J am ſorry it is ſo, becauſe if 
T he had any power over their councils, I find he 
* would have adviſed them to have acted in a 


very different manner towards us, and in a 


* manner more conſonant to their own honour | 
5 and intereſt as well as ours: But yet I would 
not have him to depend ſo much upon his ne- 
* ver being brought to anſwer for any of thoſe 
6; memorials or anſwers, that have' been _ 
up, or any of the meaſures that have been 
* ſued by the court of Spain, becauſe both 38 
* and, I believe, did very much depend upon the 
* memorials or repreſentations we ſent them, and 
© the meaſures we purſued; and if by any fault 
f or miſtake in our 5 andugh, they have been in- 
duced to ſend us wrong or evalive anſwers, or 
to purſue meaſures that were contrary. to the 
5 honour or the intereſt of this nation, thoſe who 
© were the authors and adyiſers of our. conduct. 
* towards them, may juſtly be made to anſwer 
t for their conduct towards us; eſpecially as hd 
part of our paſt conduct can be ſaid to have 
proceeded from the advice, or from the reſolu- 
5 f Parliament. When I ſay this, Sir, I _ 
Id not have it thought, that I intend to 
blame any pr” of our late conduct towards 
1 en, 
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Spain, or to charge any gentleman with having 


been the author and adviſer of that conduct. 


This is what neither I nor any gentleman can 

* do, till he has fully and thoroughly. enquired 

into the affair now before us, and 1 88 
the papers now called for. 

Every honeſt Engliſhman will agree, and, I 
believe, every true Spaniard will, that it is the 
< intereſt of both nations to cultivate a friendſhip 
* with one another; but, Sir, if we have neglect- . 
ed to cultivate a friendſhip with that nation, or 

if it ſhould be found, that we have even wilful- 
< ly or cauſeleſsly diſobliged them, for the fake 
of cultivating a friendſhip with other nations, 
whoſe friendſhip can never be of any great fer- 
vice to us, or for the ſake of encouraging or - 
protecting a particular ſet of men amongſt our- 
ſelves, I believe it will be generally agreed, 
that the authors and adviſers of fuch a conduct, 


fall under the cenſure of, a Britiſh Parliament : 
I believe every man will likewiſe agree, that we 
cannot in juſtice expect reparation till we are 
ready to give it; and that, if we were the firſt 
to offend, we ought to be the firſt to offer an 
atonement. I am far from thinking that this 
is the caſe, but J am ſure it will be allowed, 
that it may; and ſurely, this houſe can come 
to no reſolution, with reſpect to the affair be- 
fore us, till we know whether this be the caſe 
or not. Now, I would be glad to know, how 
it is poſſible for us to determine, whether this 
be the caſe or not, till we have ſeen all the 
memorials, anfwers, and other papers, drawn 
up by the court of Spain upon this head; for, T 
from theſe, and theſe only, we can acquire a 
< ſufficient knowledge of the demands they have 
= us, or r the complaints. they make againſt : 
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© *Tis true, Sir, we cannot preſume that any 
paper laid before this houſe can be long kept a 


ſecret, nor can we tell whether the laſt anſwer 


from Spain be a paper which ought to be kept 
ſecret. The honourable gentleman has been 


pleaſed to tell us, it is far from being ſatisfac- 
tory; but if I have been rightly informed, it is 


ſomething more than diſſatis factory: I have 
been told it may even in ſome meaſure be call- 
ed menacing and inſulting. I ſhall be glad to 
find I have been miſinformed. I hope, it is, as 
the honourable gentleman ſays, ſuch a one as 
may admit of an explanation. But I am ſure, 
if a negotiation of twenty years has not been a- 


ble to procure a ſatisfactory anſwer, or proper 
explanations, it is high time for us to take other 
meaſures; and, no meaſure can be more effectu- 
al than an explicit and ſtrong reſolution of a 


- Britiſh Parliament. Such a reſolution has al- 


ways hitherto had a great effect upon the coun- 


cils of moſt ſtates in the world, eſpecially ſuch 


as have any territories bordering upon our do- 
minion in the ocean; I hope it will ſtill have 
the ſame effect; for whatever little diviſions 
may be amongſt us, with reſpect to our own 


domeſtick affairs, I am convinced thoſe diviſi- 


ons will never prevent our ſhewing a firm reſo- 


lution of being unanimous againſt any foreign 
power, that ſhall dare to incroach upon or in- 


always ſhew ourſelves as ready to ſupport the 
honour of our King, as he is to ſupport the in- 


tereſt and juſt rights of his people, 
I may, Sir, have been generally obſerved as 


a rule in Parliament, not to enquire into any 
foreign affair while it is upon the anvil; but, 
even this rule is not without exception, eſpeci- 
ally, if any affair ſhould be continued too long 


upon the anvil; for its being ſo, may be a good 


reaſon 
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| A. | 
< reaſon for A parliamentary enquiry. Ds after 
< either houſe of Parliament has reſolved. to en- 
quire into any affair, foreign or domeſtick, was 
© 1t eve pretended, that they ought not to. call 
for every paper neceſſary for giving them a 
full light into that affair? Does not every one 
know, that it has always been, and always muſt 
be, the cuſtom of this houſe, when any affair 
« is, according to order, to come before us, to 
* call for all papers which we can ſuppoſe to have 
5 any relation to that affair? In ſuch caſes; if a- 
mong the papers called for, there be any which 
* ought. not,. for the ſake of publick good, to be 
expoſed to publick view, it is the buſineſs of 
the crown to tell us ſo; but, this is an anſwer 
< we ought not to take from any of our own 
members. The anſwer laſt arrived from Spain 
«18 certainly a paper which relates to the affair 
ve have reſolved to enquire into; it is, in my 
opinion, the moſt principal paper, and a paper 
* without which we cannot come to any proper 
« reſolutions; therefore we certainly ought to call 
for it; and, if it be of ſuch a nature as that it 
* ought not yet to be made publick, his Majeſty, 
in his anſwer, will certainly tell us ſo. When 
his Majeſty has told us ſo, we may then con- 
« ſider, whether it may not be proper for us to 
put off an enquiry into this affair, till we can 
have a ſight of that paper; but till we have 
* ſuch an anſwer from the crown, and from the 
crown only it is, that this houſe can take ſuch 
an anſwer, there cannot, in my opinion, be any 
colour of reaſon for our not calling for a ſight 
< of it. What the anſwer from the crown may 
< be, I ſhall not pretend to gueſs at; but, I muſt 
< ſay, I cannot at preſent. ſuggeſt to myſelf any 
one reaſon for os that anſwer of ſuch a 
nature, as that it may not be ſafely. communi- 
« cated to 0 this houſe. by it be merely diſſatisfac- 
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* tory, it can neither inflame nor hurry us into 
any violent meaſures; and, if it be menacing 
< or: inſulting, it ought to be expoſed, for that 
very purpoſe. In private life, a man may be 


amy friend, and may have been ſo for many 


years; but, if he once begins to menace or in- 
« ſult, from that moment he ceaſes to be ſo; and, 
nothing but an abject, fordid ſpirit, will pa- 


_ © tiently ſubmit to ſuch treatment, for the ſake 


of any ſelf-interefted view whatever. 
There is therefore, I think, Sir, not the leaſt 
foundation for being afraid, leſt our reſentment 
< ſhould be ſtirred up beyond its juſt bounds, by 
that paper's being laid before us; and, as for 
the honour of the court of Spam, I with ſome 
gentlemen may not have had formerly too great 
© a yegard for it: I wiſh they may not have ſa- 


© crificed fome of the moſt ſubſtantial points of 


© Engliſh honour, to ſome of the moſt romantick 
< punctilio's: of Spaniſo honour : For my part, I 

© ſhall always think, that, in national affairs, as 
well as in private life, even the punctilio's of 
* honour ought to be inſiſted on, when we have 
© to do with thoſe who, on their parts, do infift 
upon them; and, as I fhall always have a much 
greater regard for the honour of this nation, 
than for that of any other, if the court of Spain, 


A 


or any other court in Europe, ſhould entertain 


< ſuch whimſical notions of their honour, as might 


© prevent their doing juſtice to us, I ſhould think 


it inconſiſtent with the honour of this nation, 
not to take ſuch meafures as might be proper 
for giving them different notions, both of their 
own honour, and of the juſtice that is due to us. 
© Tam as much averſe, Sir, to the involving 
of this nation in 8 war, efpecially with Spain, 
as any gentleman can be; and therefore, not- 
.withſtanding the mary injuries and infylts we 
have ſuffered, J am againft coming to an open 
CLIT 7 es * rupture, 
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rupture, if there be any reaſonable hopes left, 
of obtaining a proper ' redreſs in a peaceable 
manner; but, for Godfake, Sir, when are theſe 


hopes to be at an end? In this reſpect, I am 
ſure, it cannot be ſaid, but that we have already 


hoped ſufficiently; we have hoped, and hoped, 
and hoped again; but, by what yet appears, 
we have, I think, hitherto hoped in vain. If 
we ſhould: now put a period to our pacifick 
hopes, and begin to put on the hopes of a brave 
man and a ſoldier, we may perhaps be diſap- 

inted in them as well as we have been in the 
other. It is not the firſt brave man, or power- 


they hoped, when they had reaſon to hope, for 


victory and ſucceſs; but will this uncertainty 
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ever be a reaſon with any brave man, or pow- 


erful nation, to bear tamely with repeated inju- 
ries and inſults? When there is a juſt cauſe for 
war, we ought certainly to take all prudent and 


neceflary meaſures for ſecuring victory on our 


fide; and when we have done ſo, we muſt truſt 


the event to providence. Now, Sir, I ſhould 


be glad to know, whether, in our deliberations 
on this affair, we are to enquire what reaſonable 
hopes we may have of obtaining redreſs in a 


peaceable manner; becauſe, if this be one of 


the points that is to fall under our confideration, 
and that it is, I can hardly think any gentleman 
will ſeriouſly deny, it is abſolutely impoſſible 
for us to determine this queſtion, without fee- 
ing the laſt anſwer from Spain; and therefore, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary for us to call for that 
anſwer in particular, if we are ſeriouſly reſolved 
to make a thorough enquiry into this affair, 


and to come to ſuch reſolutions as may be wor- 


thy of a Britiſb Parliament. FN 2 
Prudence and puſillanimity, Sir, even with 


reſpect to national affairs, are not words of ſuch 
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* they may be underſtood by Parliaments as well 


'% as miniſters. Even a Parliament may avoid 


puſillanimity, without running into raſh or pre- 
$ e cipitate. meaſures; and if our cabinet, or any 
« other of our private councils, have been guilty 
of puſillanimity, our Parliament may correct it 
by their prudence. The vidom of Parliament, 
is the wiſdom of the nation; and in all national 
affairs of great importance, ſurely the wiſdom 
of the nation ought to be conſulted. We are 
not to conclude, that ſuch a ſtep muſt neceſſa- 
ily and unavoidably throw us into a war; and 
much leſs are we to conclude, that the laying 
of this laſt anſwer, .or any anſwer, from Spain, 
will neceſſarily produce ſuch, an effect. On 
the contrary, a ſtrict parliamentary enquiry in- 
to this affair, may prevent an open rupture. 
The court of Spain, if they are in the wrong, 
will then ſee we are ſerious; they will from 
thence conclude, we are no longer to be dal- 
lied with, and may probably ſhew more re- 
ſpect to the interpoſition of Parliament, than 
they have ever ſhewed to the negotiations of 
our miniſters. If they are not in the wrong, 
which may be the caſe; for though they have 
certainly done us many and great injuries, yet 


their having done ſo, may, for what we know, 


proceed from our having firſt done injuries to 
them; and their refuſing or delaying to make 
rteparation to us, may proceed from our refuſing 
or delaying, to make or ſo much as to offer, any 
< reparation. to them If this be the caſe, if our 
<,minifters have been guilty of any miſconduct or 
« unjuſt obſtinacy in this reſpect, which I am far 


from ſuſpecting they have, we cannot expect 


that they will immediately, and of themſelves, 
acknowledge their error, and change their con- 
< a but whatever faults they may have this 

o way 
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way been guilty of, will certainly, upon a pro- 


per enquiry, be rectified by the reſolutions of 


Qu 
— 


before Parliament, a war may be prevented, 
which would otherwiſe be unavoidable; but 
without a thorough enquiry into the diſputes 


between Spain and us from firſt to laſt, we can- 


not diſcover whether our miniſters have been 
guilty of any miſconduct or unjuſt obſtinacy, 


and conſequently can come to no proper reſolu- | 


tions for. rectifying their miſtakes; and I am 


ſure, without ſeeing every paper that has paſſed 


between the two courts relating to theſe diſ- 
putes, we can make no thorough enquiry. 
We cannot, tis true, Sir, gueſs,” from the 
papers now called for, how the other powers of 
Europe ſtand affected towards us, or what aſſiſ- 
tance either we or the Spaniards might expect 
from any of them, in caſe of an open rupture 


between the two nations; but as theſe diſputes 
between Spain and us, have been depending for 


above theſe twenty years; as every man ſaw 


that theſe diſputes were of ſuch a nature, as 


not but ſuppoſe, from the known wiſdom and 
foreſight of his Majeſty's miniſters, that care 


has been taken, by proper treaties and alliances, 
and by the many negotiations we have lately 
carried on, to provide and ſecure to us all the 
aſſiſtance we may ſtand in need of, or at leaſt 


to prevent any other power in Europe, from 


endeavouring to ſupport our enemies, in any 
unjuſt meaſures they may have been guilty of 
towards us. But ſuppoſe it were otherwiſe, 


which I am ſure no gentleman will willingly 
ſuppoſe: Are our merchants to be plundered, 
and our ſeamen cruelly uſed, for many years 


together, in time of profound peace? Are they 
to come frequently to Parliament with com- 
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« taining ſatisfaction to his injured ſubjets? 
Sir, this would be inconſiſtent with the ho- 

nour and the duty of Parliament. In the caſe 
of a domeſtick 'grievance, if the Parliament 
ſhould addreſs to have it removed, and if ſeve- 
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e of ſuch treatment? And is a Britiſb Par- 


ament always to content itſelf with preſenting 
an humble addreſs to the throne, praying that 
his Majeſty would uſe his endeavours, for ob- 


ral years after, a petition ſhould be brought to 


Parliament, . that, notwithſtanding 
their addreſs, thi 
more heavy and frequent than before, what 


grievance remained, and was 


then would be the buſineſs and duty of Parlia- 


ment? Would not they be in honour obliged 


to enquire, how it came that the grievance was 


not removed, to enquire at whoſe door the fault 


lay, and to puniſh thoſe who had been guilty ? 


With reſpect to any foreign grievance, our duty 
is the ſame. - The grievances, the injuries now 


complained of, and ſo often before complained 


of, are ſuch as no nation ought patiently to ſuf- 
fer, if there be any way of redreſſing them, 


either by fair or foul means; and if there be no 
way of redreſſing them, if by any miſconduct 
the nation be brought into ſuch à melancholy 
ſtate; that we muſt ſuffer them, which God for- 
bid! the Parliament ought to enquire into the 


affair, if not to find a remedy, at leaſt to pu- 
niſh thoſe who have made our caſe femedileſs. 


Therefore I muſt think it incumbent upon us, 
to proceed now a little further. We have twice 
already addreſſed for having this grievance re- 
moved: It is now high time for us to enquire, 


how it comes that it has not been removed: But 

if we ſhould be ſo pgood-natured as to reſt ſatiſ- 

ified with' preſenting 'a third humble addreſs; 

ſurely that addreſs ought to be in different terms 

from any of the former. I ſhall not pretend to 
. * 


9 tell 


'; © tell what we ought to do, or in what terms we 
* ought to addreſs, nor can any gentleman, pre- 
, © rend to tell, till he has ſeen and deliberately \ 
examined every paper relating to this affair. 
An open rupture with Spain cannot, as I have | 
ſaid, be ſuppoſed to be a neceſſary conſequence 
of ſuch an enquiry; but if it ſhould, a juſt and 
caſual war never produces a ſettled enmity be- 
tween two nations; nothing but. a perpetual 
claſhing of national intereſts, can produce ſuch 
a one; and even though a war ſhould produce 
ſuch an enmity, it will always be more for the 
< intereſt, as well as honour, of this nation, that 
the people of Spain ſhould hate and fear us, 
© than that they and every other nation in the 
world ſhould contemn and deſpiſe us. 
I ſhould be extremely ſorry, Sir, to think 
that all thoſe who complain of our long ſuffer- 
ings, with reſpect to the depredations-commit= 
ted by the Spaniards, are ſuch as are diſaffected 
' © to his Majeſty and his Family; it would be a 
melancholy and a dreadful proſpect, to ag 
man who has a true regard for our preſent hap- 
py eſtabliſhment; but I am ſure they are not. 
© I know many of them, who would venture their 
© lives and fortunes for the ſupport of our preſent 
« eſtabliſhment, with as much alacrity as they 
© would venture them in revenging the inſults, 
< that have been lately put upon us by the Spa- 
© wniards. Moſt of thoſe, who complain are fully 
« ſenſible, and moſt, will readily acknowledg 
< that his Majeſty can be no way to blame in this 
affair. They know how ready he is, upon every 
< occaſion, to vindicate the honour of his crown, 
+ or. aſſert the juſt. rights. of his ſubjects; but I 
doubt much if any of theſe people will make 
© the ſame acknowledgments, with reſpect to all 
his Majeſty's miniſters. Who are to blame, or 
< 'what way they are to blame, thoſe who ow 
Ta | | | * Plain 
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00 plain do not know, nor can 1 tell them, till I 
© ſee the papers now called for; but conſiderin +4 
the power of this nation, when compared wi 
that of Spain, and conſidering the many oppor- 
© tunities,, we have lately had, for obtaining or 
< compelling from Spain a full ſatisfaction and 


2 that this neglect or indolence in me, 
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< ſecurity, every man concludes, that ſome per- 


_ © ſons amongſt ourſelves muſt be to blame, for 
© our having ſo long-and ſo patiently ſubmitted 


La 


to ſuch indignities. If the honourable: gentle- 
man has a mind to remove all cauſe of ſuſpicion 
from himſelf, the beſt thing he can do is, not 


. © to oppoſe any thing that may tend to the clear- 

ing up of this affair; and therefore, I think, if 
he has any regard for the opinion his country- 
men may entertain of him, he ought to with- 


draw the amendment he has been pleaſed to 


0 offer, and join with'us in calling for the late x 


anſwer from Spain, as well as every other me- 

< morial or anſwer N85 have ſent us! * the 

5 < fame ſubject. 
What may be. in the papers e to this 


4 Ar, which are now upon our table, or what 


< juſtification any gentleman in the adminiſtra- 
tion, may expect from any of them, I do not 
© know; for, I neither have been at the pains to 


43 examine them ſtrictly, nor ſhall be at any ſuch 


4 1 till the whole be laid before us; and, 1 
hope, the honourable gentleman will not NG, | 


from any unwillingneſs to vindicate him, 
< any other gentleman concerned in theſe tranſ- 
actions; but really from an opinion, that I can- 
as = Jn make myſelf maſter of the affair, or 


an 7 Jud gment relating to it, till the whole: be 
< 10 


fore the houſe; and, when that is done, 

< I can aſſure him, I ſhall be extremely glad, 
though I muſt ſay, I ſhall be a little ſurprized, 
to 222 . we have been guilty of no miſtake 
"+ *,0T 
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or blunder; in this long, tedious, and al ie 
ed negotiation.” If this ſhould be the caſe, it 
+ muſt be allowed, that, if we have not, within 
<. theſe twenty years, added much to our charac- 
< ter of fighting, for which we were always fa- 
mous, we have acquired a new character, for 
* which we were never famous, I mean, that of 
being cunning negotiators, and cautious, ſubtle 
treaty- makers. I ſhall then congratulate with 
the honourable gentleman upon the new honour 
the nation has acquired by his means, or by the 
means of ſome of his friends; but, in the mean 
© time I muſt obſerve, that, if it be ſo eaſy a 
matter to vindicate our meaſures, with reſpect - 
to theſe negotiations, from the, papers already 
upon our table, I wonder it has not been alrea- 
< dy attempted by ſome of the honourable gen- 
6 tleman's friends; for conſidering the loud and 
general complaints againſt the fruitleſſneſs of 
theſe negotiations, every man muſt acknow- 
© ledge, a vindication of them would be of great 
* ſervice to, and is, I think, even become neceſ- 
< ſary for thoſe that were concerned in them; 
and, I am ſure it cannot be ſaid, he wants 
friends, who have hearts to undertake, _ and 
heads to execute ſuch a deſign, in the moſt ele- 
* gant, the moſt polite, and the moſt convincing 
Tz V ETON. 
-.'* Upon the whole, Sir, there is nothing can 
contribute more to the good of the nation, no- 
thing can ſo effectually prevent our being obli- 
ged to come to an open rupture, as our ſhew- 
ing that we are unanimous, and peremptorily x | 
* tefolved: to be at the bottom of our preſent diſ- | 
putes with Spain, and to put an immediate end | 
to them, either by the pens of our miniſters or 
the mouths of our. cannon, + If we begin, in 
the very firſt ſtep, with mincing the matter, 
and ſeeming to be afraid, left we ſhould diſo- 9 
SANT. 'D enge | 


| | 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
© blige the court of Spain by any reſolution we 
may come to, no man either abroad or at home 
© will believe we are ſerious, nor will the court of 
Spain think of making any new offers, or giving 
plain and explicit anſwers. Therefore, if there 
< were no neceſſity for our ſeeing the laſt anſwer 
from Spain, I ſhould be for calling for it, for 
< this reaſon only, becauſe it has been moved for. 
The calling for the laſt anſwer from Spain, 
Sir, or any other paper relating to the affair we 
have agreed to enquire into, is not againſt any 
rule obſerved in our proceedings, it can be at- 
© tended with no preſent danger, nor can it be a 
< precedent of dangerous conſequence in time to 
come; becauſe, all thoſe papers, and the laſt 
< anſwer in particular, are abſolutely neceſſary for 
< the enquiry we have reſolved to make. If there 

© be any ſecret in any of thoſe papers, which 
< ought not to be divulged, it may be a good 
© argumert, after we are told ſo by the crown, 
for delaying or putting off the enquiry, fince 
© we cannot enquire, nor come to any proper re- 
« ſolutions, without ſeeing thoſe papers; but, 
© there being ſecrets in them which ought not 
yet to be divulged, can be no reaſon for our 
not calling ſor them; becauſe, it is from the 
crown only, that this houſe can, or ought to 
© take ſuch an anſwer. 

What intereſt, Sir, or what private end, the 
© honourable gentleman, or any of his friends, 
* may have, or if they have any, for concealing 
any memorial or anſwer from Spain, I ſhall not 
© take upon me to determine; but, I have alrea- 
dy ſhewn, that he and his friends are not abſo- 
* lutely unconcerned, even as to the papers that 
have been penned or adviſed by the court of 
* Spain; becauſe the meaſures of every court are 
© always influenced by the meaſures of others, 
< eſpecially thoſe with whom they negotiate ; 
1 diebe, 
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therefore, his preſent oppoſition may afford 
ſome ſuſpicion of his being afraid, leſt the lay- 
ing of thoſe papers before the houſe ſhould oc- 
* caſion an enquiry into his conduct, or into the 
conduct of ſome of his friends; but I am far 
from conceiving any ſuch ſuſpicion; I hope his 
conduct and behaviour has in this reſpect, as 
+ well as every other, been ſo wiſe and upright, 
that he fears no impartial enquiry into his own 
conduct; and I cannot allow myſelf to think, 
© he would defire to prevent an enquiry into the 
conduct of any of his friends; becauſe, if they 
have behaved in the ſame manner he has done, 
an impartial enquiry into their conduct would 
* redound to their honour; and, if any of them 
have behaved otherwiſe, I am ſure he would 
+ owuilty. 
1 . now, I think, fully ſnewn, Sir, that 
the papers called for are all ſuch as we muſt 
© ſee, before we can go into the enquiry we have 


* ſcorn to think of endeavouring to ſcreen the 


< reſolved on; that there can be no danger, nor 


the leaſt inconvenience, in our calling for all or 
any of them; and, I hope, the honourable gen- 
tleman has no private end to ferve by oppoſing 
* the calling for, or even 3 any one of 
them: Therefore, for the ſake of unanimity, 


and for the ſake of perſuading the world that we 


* are ſerious in what we are about, I muſt hope, 
< he will withdraw the amendment he has been 
<* pleaſed to offer, and agree to the motion as it 
* was at firſt propoſed.” 


The next that ſpoke was Horace Walpole, Eſq; 
whoſe ſpeech was in fubſtance as follows, vis. 


Mr. Speaker, 


Sir, I am Slat to hear the honourable gen- Mr. yal. 


* tleman that 


poke laſt, acting ſo much the part i geek. 
'D 2 : b of 


8 
of a friend towards the honourable gentleman 
that ſpoke before hin as to offer him his ſin- 
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< cere advice. Whatever advice the honourable 


< gentleman may be pleaſed to offer, either upon 
this or any other occaſion, will always, I am 
convinced, be gratefully received, and will be 


of great weight with my honourable friend near 
me; but, in the preſent caſe, I doubt much if 
< his advice will be taken; I do not, indeed, 


think it ought. I ſhall readily grant that in all 


© caſes a man ought to conſult, and have a 


to his own ſafety, and that he ought to chuſe 


that method of ſpeaking and acting, which will 
< leaſt expoſe him to danger; but, in all matters 
of a publick concern, I hope it will be allowed, 


there is a ſuperior conſideration : The ſafety of 
ga a man's country is what he ought to prefer 
even to his own ſafety; and every true patriot 


vill certainly do ſo upon all occaſions. 

< Conſidering the uncertainties of war, as well 
© as the uncertainty of all events which 'depend 
upon foreign negotiations; and, conſidering , 
© how much the judgment of the infefidr ſort, 


and the reſolutions or behaviour even of the 


better ſort, depend upon the event of things, I 


do not know, Sir, but that, if my honourable 


© friend near me conſulted only his own ſafety, 


© he would take the advice that has been given 


him: He would chuſe to have our future con- 
duct proceed from the reſolutions of Parliament, 
and would for that end adviſe laying every pa- 
< per relating to the affair now under our conſi- 
< deration before Parliament: But if he really 
< thinks, the laying of all thoſe papers before 
Parliament, would tend to the prejudice of his 
country, he ought to oppoſe it, whatever may 


be the event of that oppoſition with reſpect to 


a * himſelf; and if, in ſuch a caſe, for the ſake of 


© * his country, be hung the riſk of droving upon 
=” ””, 


— 
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+ himſelf. ha reſentment of his country, it muſt == 
« ' be allowed, he acts the part of a true patriot.” | 
I hope I ſhall be excuſed, Sir, if I fay, I 
8 have ſo good an opinion of the honourable gen- 
tleman who propoſed the amendment, that I 
am convinced he thinks it inconſiſtent with the 
good of his country, to have the anſwers from 
Spain, eſpecially the laſt, laid before this houſe, 
1 otherwiſe he would not have oppoſed their be- 
ing called for; and, of this, I have the more 
reaſon to be convinced, becauſe I am myſelf of 
the ſame opinion. I am fully perſuaded that 
the publiſhing, at this juncture, of all, or any 
of 3 anſwers, which would be the certain 
© conſequence of laying them before us, might 
© be attended with great inconveniences, with 
reſpect to the publick good of the nation; and, 
as the affair is now under negotiation, as the 
© laſt anſwer from Spain relating to that negotia- 
tion, arrived but a few days ago, every gentle- 
5 man muſt a] low, that the preſumption at leaſt, 
is in favour. of my opinion; for, I believe it 
was never heard of in any country, that the 
material papers relating to any negotiation, 
were publiſhed, till that negotiation was ſome 
rn way or other brought to a period: I believe no 
nation would publiſh ſuch papers with any o- 
ther view, than that of breaking off all future 
conferences upon that ſubject; and the ſtate 
with whom they had been in negotiation, would 
certainly look upon it as done with that deſign, 
and — — reſolve not to treat with 
£ them any longer in a friendly and peaceable | 
„ manner; therefore, if it be more for the good A 
* of the nation to have this affair accommodated 
in a private and  peaceabtt manner, than to 
have recourſe to an open and warlike method, 
t jt muſt be a nt with the publick good 
ee e ee e eo - 
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may be lai 
, do the pretences made uſe of by Spain, either 


PAIN EMA v A. 1738. 


to have all She papers now called for laid before 


the houſe. 

Sir, the publiſhing of all the anſwers from 
0 Spain relating to the affair now before us, would 
not only be looked upon by them, as done with 
© a deſign to break off all future conferences up- 
on that ſubject, but, I believe, it would be 


looked upon by them as, and would really I 
think be, a ſort of declaration of war. The 
N publiſhing of thoſe papers would, in my opl- 
nion, be the ſame with publiſhing a manifeſto; 


+ for if war were to be declared, and a manifeſto 
to be publiſned, that manifeſto: muſt be drawn 
up chiefly from thoſe very memorials or anſwers 
*. which are now called for; and I can ſee no great 
difference between publiſhing a manifeſto, anti 
publiſhing the grounds and reaſons upon which 
*.1t muſt be founded, if ever it be publiſhed. 
The deſign of ſuch a manifeſto, if a any ſuch 


e thing were to be publiſhed, would be, to re- 


4 preſent in the ſtrongeſt light the inſults and in- 
Juries put upon us by the Spaniards, and the in- 
juſtice and frivolouſneſs 8 the pretences they 
made uſe of, for behaving 1 in ſuch a manner to- 
Wards us, or for delaying to give! ſatisfaction ; 
and this can bebe d. 455 from the papers now 
© called for. As for the inſults and Woke we have 
* ſuffered, they are already too publick: They 
* have been * and, I believe, even aggrt- 
© vated, with great care arid induſtry; and 
fore, thoſe 3 that give an account of them, 
fore us without any danger: But 


„for juſtifying thoſe inſults and injuries, or for 
ns deliying to give a full reparation and ſatisfac- 
tion, they are not yet publickly--known, nor 
+ ought they to be made Pablick; as long as there 
* are any hopes of getting the Spaniardi, by 
* Peaceable means, to paſs from the a 

* ey 

, 


2 
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they now make uſe of, and to make ſatisfaction 
< for paſt injuries, as well as to give a proper ſe- 
< curity againſt any ſuch in time to come. When 
we can no longer entertain any ſuch hopes, it 
will then be time to publiſh, and expoſe the 
< frivolouſneſs of the pretences they make uſe of; 
but this ought to be done only by way of ma- 
nifeſto from his Majeſty, in order to juſtify the 
force he then finds himſelf obliged to make uſe 
of; and I am ſure no manifeſto, nor any thing 
like a manifeſto, ought to be-publiſhed, till we 
are-prepared to back it with fuch a formidable 
armament, as may be ſuitable to the power of 
this nation, or neceſſary for compelling our e- 
nemies to ſubmit to reaſonable terms. 
It is very eaſy, Sir, to talk big, either with- 
in doors or without; and, conſidering the ſpirit 
of reſentment that has been induſtriouſly ſtirred 
up in the nation, I know, it would be mighty 
popular in us, to come to vigorous reſolutions 
immediately; but I do not know, if it would 
be mighty wiſe. I am ſure, it would not be 
wiſe, as long as there is any hopes of obtaining 
redreſs by peaceable means; and even when we 
are come to an end of all our hopes in this way, 
we ought not to begin to talk, till we are ready 
to act. In this we ought to follow the example 
of that ſort of animal which is peculiar to this 
iſland, and therefore I am not aſhamed' to re- 
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mean our brave Eugliſb Bull- Dog, who always 
ſeizes upon his enemy at once, and without 
making the leaſt noiſe before: hand. Threat- 
ning ſpeeches, or even threatning reſolutions, 
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are but words. They are, Yox &' preterea ni- 
Bil; and therefore the leſs they are made uſe of 


the better: But if any ſuch are ever made uſe 

of, they ought to be inſtantly followed with 
< ſuitable actions; for if they are not, thoſe who 
2 1. © have 


commend its example to my countrymen: I 1 


39 


i 
Wal q 
4:23 


F. 
* 


K K M U 6 Ig 


"A "A 


"a "6 


"A * A . K 


5 


4 — „ 2 " 2 IS "A "AAA MR, 


Wald 


CE) 12 „„ 


PARIIAMINTARY A. 1739. 


have injured us, will deſpiſe our menaces, and 
the — — world will laugh at our folly. F 
When one nation, Sir, has been * or 
in uſed by another, and no redreſs can be ob- 


- tained by fair means, it is without doubt ex- 
tremely proper, and even neceſſary, for thoſe 


who are concerned in the government of the 


injured nation, to publiſh and ſet the injuries 
4 have ſuffered in the ſtrongeſt light, in or- 


der to excite the reſentment of their own peo- 


ple, and to animate them againſt the nation 
that has injured them; but this ought not to be 
done till . are both reſolved and ready to 
come to an « rupture. Now, as thoſe who 


are concerned 4n the goyernment of a nation are 


the beſt, if not the ſale judges, not only of the 
time when they ought to reſolve, but likewiſe 
of the time when they are ready and prepared 
to come to an open rupture; therefore, in my 
opinion, they are the only perſons, that ought 


to be allowed to endeavour to ſtir up what is 
called a national reſentment. For this reaſon, 


I cannot but think, that ſome of thoſe gentle- 
men who have been lately ſo buſy in ſtirring up 
5 — reſentment of our people againſt the whole 


paniſb nation, have gone a little beyond their 


| —_— They have been acting a part they were 
no way qualified for, either by their knowledge 
of publick affairs, or the ſtation they happened 


to be in. They have been doing all that they 
could to inyolve the nation in a war, when, for 
what they knew, we were in a fair way of ob- 
taining redreſs by peaceable meaſures; or per- 
haps, when our circumſtances, neither at home 


nor abroad, could allow us to come to an open 
rupture. In either of which caſes it muſt: be 
allowed, they have been doing their country.an 


injury; for, with reſpect to the former, if we 
þ (RON have e ir Jo yet dee 
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dreſs by peaceable meaſures, de have been 


doing an injury to their country, by endeavours 


ing to ſtir up and eſtabliſh among our people, 
an enmity to a nation, with which it is our in- 
tereſt to be in perpetual friendſhip; and even 


though we ſhould at laſt be oblige to come to 


an open rupture, yet they have done an injury 
to their country, by beginning too early to ſtir 


up the reſentment of our people; becauſe, when 
: e reſentment of a people is too ſoon ſtirred 


uPs it is —_— to Lc a before. it produces the 
| Thus, Sir, it muſt appear, that thoſe buſy 


intermedlers i in publick affairs have been doing 


an injury to their cotintry, whatever may be 


the effect of our preſent negotiations, and ſup- 
poſing we were in circumſtances proper for en- 
couraging us to declare war; but, if we were 
not in ſuch circumſtances, they were endeavour- 
ing to do a moſt notable injury to their coun- 
try; for ſurely, no greater injury can be done 
to a country than that of involving it in a war, 
when it has no proſpect of being able to proſe- 
cute the war with advantage. It was a maxim 
with Julius Ceſar, never to venture even a bat- 
tle, if the diſadvantages that might enſue from 


a defeat appeared to be greater than any advan- 


tages he could expect from a victory; and in 
Africa, we are told, that he bore with many 
inſults any indignities from the adverſe army, 
only becauſe by a little patience he had reaſon 


to expect being able to obtain a victory with 


* leſs blood - ſned. In reſolving upon war or peace, 
the ſame maxim ought to be obſerved; which 


o 
a 


* or ought to deliberate upon it; therefore as we 


6 


makes the queſtion, of ſuch an intricate nature, 
that none but thoſe who are thoroughly ac- 
< quainted with the circumſtances of a nation can, 


: Cannot! pretend to be thoroughly W | 
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© with the preſent circumſtances of the nation, we 
© ought-not to do any thing, nor deſire any thing 
© ro be done, that may tend towards involving 
the nation in a war; and till his Majeſty ac- 
© quaints us that he is reſolved upon, and prepa- 
red for an open rupture, we ought not to call 
for any paper, that may, for what we know, 
< tend to confirm and even irritate that national 
* reſentment, which has been already moſt im- 


© prudently, if not fediriouſly, ſtirred up. 


From what I have ſaid, Sir, I think it is evi- 
dent, that the memorials or anſwers from Spain, 
< eſpecially the laſt, are in all probability papers 
of ſuch a nature, that they cannot yet be com- 
municated to this houſe. That they are of ſuch 
à nature is, tis true, what the houſe is not obli- 
ged to take my word for, nor that of any other 
member; but it has always been obſerved as a 


as we had reaſon to believe, the crown might 


C 
* 
© rule in this houſe, to call for no papers but ſuch 
= 
s 


* ſafely communicate to us. Surely we are not 


to court à denial from the crown; and upon 


the preſent occaſion, we ought to be more cau- 


A 


© utmoſt reluctance and uneaſineſs. I am perſua- 
* ded every gentleman that hears me, has ſuch a 
* dutiful reſpect for his Majeſty, that he would 
not propoſe or agree to any thing, that might 
< unneceſfarily give him a moment's difquiet; 
but in the preſent caſe, a denial from the crown 
© might be attended with conſequences ſtill more 
fatal. It would make all o rlecignen as well 


< as the Spaniards who do not well underſtand our 
conſtitution, imagine, that there was no good 
harmony between his Majeſty and his Parlia- 
. — « ment; 
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ment; which would of courſe render the Spani- 
ards leſs pliable than they are at preſent, and 
« conſequently might not only prevent our being 
nahle to obtain redreſs'in a peaceable manner, but 
might even prevent our being able to form pro- 
« per alliances for obtaining it by force of arms. 
It has been ſaid, Sir, that all the papers now 
© called for, are abſolutely neceſſary for the en- 
« quiry we have already reſolved on. This, in 
amy opinion, is very far from being the caſe. 
We have reſolved to take the petitions now 
« preſented to us into our conſideration. ' In pur- 
<£ ſuance of this reſolution, we cannot regularly 
« enter-into any enquiry, but that which relates 
to the truth of the facts ſet forth in the peti- 
tions; and ſurely we can expect no proof of 
< thoſe facts from any of the Spaniſb memorials. 
When we have examined into thoſe facts, and 
« found ſome or moſt of them to be true, which, 
< ] believe, will be the caſe, ſuch a diſcovery 
< may give a foundation for out reſolving upon 
<£ another enquiry ; and upon that future enquiry, 
it may be thought neceſſary for us to ſee the 
< metnorials or anſwers from Spain: If this ſhould 
© be the caſe, they may then be called for; but 


© till then, I eannot find we have the leaſt occa- 


© fion to examine into any one of them, 
As for an enquiry into the conduct of thoſe 
that have been concerned in our late negotiations 
with Spain, gentlemen may enter into it when 
© they pleaſe; but I hope they would not, for 
the ſake of puniſhing our negotiators, ſuppoſing 
© they have been guilty of miſtakes,” reſolve to 
© puniſh the nation, by involving it in a dange- 
rous and expenſive war, which in all probability 
might have been otheftwiſe avoided. I have 
* had ſome hand, Sir, in ſeveral negotiations; 
+ but-I think it cannot be ſaid, I had ever any 
' 5 ſhate in any of our negotiations with Spain; 
NY however, 
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„however, I know ſomething of them, and 
from what I know, from what is publickly 
© known, I muſt obſerve, that ſome gentlemen 
AY ſeem to be in a ſurprizing miſtake as to theſe ne- 

< gotiations. + They ſeem to inſinuate, as if we 

6 * been negotiating with Spain for above twen- 
© ty years without any effect. Surely, gentlemen 
cannot have 1 that, within theſe twenty 
years, there have been two publick and famous 
© treaties between Spain and us; by each of 
which they promiſed full reparation for all 
< paſt injuries, and that no ſuch injuries ſhould 
be committed for the future. We all know, 
„that in the year 172 1 a treaty of peace was 
concluded ws. Madrid between Spain and us, 
which was the ſame year confirmed by the 
treaty. of alliance between Great Britain, France 
and Spain; that by the ſecond article of the 
ſaid treaty, all former treaties were confirmed; 
and that by the third article, his Catholick 
Majeſty expreſsly promiſed, that all tbe goods, 
merchandi res, money, ſhips, - and otber \ effetts, 
_ which bad been et s xwell in Spain as the 
Indies, ſbould be ſpeedily: .reſtored in ibe ſame 
kind, or according to the juſt and true e of 
then, -at_the-time they were ſeized. | - 

We muſt from hence, Sir, ſuppoſe, that a 
this treaty an end was put to all negotiations 
before that time; and that from this treaty our 
miniſters had reaſon to expect full reparation for 
all paſt injuries, and a ſecurity againſt all ſuch 
in time to come; but ſome new differences 
having afterwards ariſen between the two na- 
tions, a new treaty was ſet. on foot, which was 
afterwards. concluded at, Seville, in the year 
1729. By this new treat a reparation for paſt 
injuries, and a 2 againſt future were again 
expreſly ſtipulated ; for, by the firſt article, al! 
s en #reabies Peace, ſriendbip „ and com- 
| © merce, 
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© merce, are renewed and tonfirmed ;- and they ex- 


< preſsly. promiſe, not to do any thing, nor ſuffer 
any thing to be done, that may be contrary there. 
© to, directly or indirefly : By the fourth article, 


it is ſtipulated particularly, That'the commerce of 
_* the Engliſh Nation in America ſhould be exerciſed 


as heretofore ; and that orders ſhould be diſpatch- 
© ed, without. any delay, as well for the execution 

© the ſaid treaties of commerce, as for ſupplying 
« what may be wanting for the entire re-eſtabliſhment 
© of commerce, on the foot of the ſaid treaties and 
© conventions. And by the ſixth article it is a- 
« greed, That commiſſaries ſhould be nominated, with- 
in four months after the exchange of the rati- 
' © fications, for examining and deciding the reſpective 
« pretenſions which related to the abuſes ſuppoſed to 
© have been committed in commerce, as well in the 
© Indies as in Europe, and all the other reſpectivs 


« pretenſions in America, whether with reſpect to 


« the limits or otherwiſe ; and they promiſe, 7o 
© cauſe to be executed punctually and exactly, what 
* ſhould be ſo decided by the ſaid commiſſaries, within 
* fix months after the making of their report; 
< which report they were, by the eighth article, 
to make, within three years, to be computed 
© from the day of the ſigning of that treaty. - 

< Accordingly, we know, Sir, that commiſſa- 
ries were ch nominated; but by vari- 
ous accidents the meeting of theſe commiſſaries 
was delayed till the beginning of the year 17323 
and therefore the time for their finiſhing their 
commiſſion and making their report, was pro- 
longed to the end of three years after their firſt 
meeting; ſo that the negotiations, upon the 
footing on which they are at preſent, cannot be 
< ſaid to have commenced till the beginning of 
the year 1735, and therefore cannot be ſaid to 
have laſted above three years; and from conſi- 
dering theſe treaties, eſpecially W _ 
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« ſeveral ſteps that have been made by us fince 
< that time, it muſt be granted, I think, that we 
have done all that a prudent and wiſe people 
could do for obtaining, in a peaceable manner, 
< a full reparation for all paſt injuries, and an ab- 
« ſolute ſecurity againſt our being expoſed to any 
© ſuch in time to come. If there is any fault 
< therefore, it muſt be wholly attributed to the 
< Spaniards, who have refuſed or neglected to 
< perform the repeated ſolemn engagements they 
© have entered into with us; but with regard to 
< their behaviour towards us, or whether the 
breaches of promiſe they have been guilty of 
can warrant an immediate rupture, is an enquiry 
which cannot come regularly before this houſe ; 
nor ought we, by our conſtitution, to * 
any ſuch enquiry * It is an enquiry which oug 
to be left entirely to his Majeſty's wiſdom and 
« juſtice; becauſe, from thence it is that peace 
or war muſt be determined; and, I hope, it 
vill be admitted, that our pretending to deter- 
mine in this caſe, would be an incroachmen 
upon the prerogatives of the crown. 8 
The Parliament, tis true, Sir, is the great 
and the ſupreme council of the nation, and con- 
« ſequently it is the council in which our Kin 
© ought to put his chief confidence, and which 
he onght to conſult upon all important affairs, 
© when thoſe affairs are brought to ſuch maturity, 
or to ſuch a criſis, as to be ripe for being made 
« publick; but no man will pretend, that the 
< Parliament is a ſecret council, or, that any af- 
< fair ought to be laid before Parliament, till it can 
© be fafely communicated to the publick. Nego- 
© tiations of all kinds are of ſuch a nature that, 
< while they continue in the ſhape of negotiation, 
they ought to de kept inviolably ſecret 3 and, it 
js for this reaſon that, by the excellence and wiſ- 
dom of our conſtitution, the power of making 
OOO 2 peace 
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peace or war is lodged ſolely in the crown ; be- 
cauſe, for the good of the nation, it is abſolutely 
« neceſlary, that all the ſteps we make towards a 
peace, ſhould be kept ſecret, till a treaty is actu- 
ally concluded for that purpoſe ; and kkewiſc it is 


« neceſlary, that all the ſteps we make towards a 


Var, nay, even our preparations for war, ſhould 
be kept as ſecret as poſhble, till a war is actually 
« declared, or at leaſt juſt ready to be declared. 
© In the preſent caſe, if our negotiations with 
Spain ſhould end in a treaty, which, it is to be 
< hoped they will, his Majefty will then, without 
doubt, communicate that treaty to his Parlta- 


ment; and, on the other hand, if our preſent 


0 MAS ſhould prove abortive, if his Ma- 
« jeſty ſhould at laſt find, that nothing will pre- 
< vail but the ultima ratio regum, he will certainly 
< make ſuch alliances, and take ſuch mea as 
dhe in his t wiſdom may think pr or 
neceſſary, 8 the iſſue of war 


© advantageous and glorious to this nation; and 


* when he has not only fully reſolved upon war, 
but is fully prepared Ge coming to an open rup- 
© ture, he will them communicate to his Parha- 
© ment the ſeveral ſteps he has taken, and all the 
papers that may be neceſſary for giving them a 
* ſufficient light into the affair. This, I ſay, Sir, 
* we may be aſſured of, from his Majeſty's known 
* wiſdom, and from the condeſcenfion he has 
always ſhewed towards his Parliaments ; there- 
fore, we ought to be extremely cautious in call- 
ing for any papers, that may tend towards ren- 
* dering publick any preſent negotiation his Ma- 
< jelty may be engaged in; and, as this would 
probably be the conſequence of laying any of 
the late memorials or anſwers from Spain before 
< us, we ought to ſuſpend our curiolity, till his 
© Majeſty may think it PRES to communicate 
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WAR @ hope, Sir, T have now cl ſhewn, that 
none of — 5 e er geen from Spain 
can be ſaid to be n or any enquiry we 
have as yet reſolved on; and that — — 
nicating of any of them to this houſe, or even 
our calling for them, would be of dangerous 
conſequence. Then, as to the unanimity ol 
our proceedings, I cannot but think, it i 
ſtrong an argument for prevailing N the 
© honourable. gentleman who made the motion, to 
© agree to the amendment propoſed, as it can be 
for prevailing with my honourable. friend to 
withdraw the amendment he has offered; 


therefore, whatever regard he may have for the 


honourable gentleman who was ſo good as to 
offer him advice, I Hape he will, 3 7 the pre- 
< ſent occaſion, take the liberty to refuſe it; 7 1 


I hope that, for tlie ſake of unanimity, the ho- 


< nourable gentleman who made the motion, will 
be the firſt to Lt to the amendment that * 
L been offered.” Per os Or ls Off} Vf ns, . * 
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2 the amendr ment, firſt gave his reaſons 
againſt ſome part of the motion that had been 
made to us, 1 was pretty much inclined to agree 
with him in opinion; but ſince I have more 
fully conſidered the circumſtances of the caſe 
before us, and have heard what has been ſaid 
on the other ſide of the queſtion, I muſt be for 
agreeing to the motion without any amendment; 
© therefore I hope the honourable 2 Bop 5405 will 

ered 


: take, the advice that has been o bim, and 
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6 = up his amendment, notwithſtanding, what 
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has been faid to the contrary by his worthy 

< friend near him; for, I think, no man can 
more effectually ſhew his difintereſted regard for 

the good of his country, than 'by contributing 
as much as he can towards ſhewing to the 
world, that we are not only ſerious but unani- 

* mous upon the preſent occaſion. ' 

If peace, Sir, be a defirable thing, there i is, 
in my opinion, nothing will contribute more to- 
wards our being able to procure à proper redreſs, 
in a peaceable manner, than our agreeing unani- 
< moully to the motion now made to us. I make 
no queſtion but that an expreſs will this very 

night be ſent to the court of Spain, and I hope 
chat expreſs will carry the news not only of our 
< having agreed to this motion, but of our having 
« unanimouſly-agreed. to it. This, I ſay, I hope, 
© nay I moſt heartily wiſh it may be io ; becauſe 
I am conyiaced, 1 — more 
towards preventing our obliged to come 
to 'extremities 3 for I am fins no man will fay 
_ © but that we ought to come to extremities, ra- 
_ © ther than continue any longer to ſit tamely un- 
der the inſults and indignities that have been put 
upon the nation, in the perſons of ſome of our 
moſt uſeful ſubjects; and the beſt way of ob- 
taining reparation and ſecurity by fair means, is 
td ſhew that we are reſolved to have it by =. 
if it cannot be otherwiſe obtained. If 1 
behaviour, upon the preſent occaſion, it ſhould 
be made apparent to the world, and particularly 
to the court of Spain, that this is our reſolution, 
85 © may 11 by obably render that court a little more 
an our negotiators. have ever yet found 
| . for in ok as well as private life, the 
9 fureſt way of living in peace and quiet, is to 
gain and preſerve the character of being ready, 
8 E 7 19 ona to hs the ite of a 
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< I cannot comprehend, Sir, why it has been 
_ © fo much inſiſted on in this debate, that it is the 
< intereſt of this nation to keep up a good corre- 
fſpondence with Spain: I am ſure it is as much 
the intereſt of Spain to keep up a good: corre- 

ſpondence with us, as it is our intereſt to live in 
friendſhip with them; and former experience 

has often ſhewn, that they have more reaſon to 
< be afraid of a rupture with us, than we have to 
de afraid of a rupture with them. They have, 
5-*tis: true, of late years, ſet up ſome pretences 
_ © which axe inconſiſtent with juſtice and the rights 

© of this nation: They have plundered our mer- 
« chants. and maletreated our ſeamen ; and they 
have refuſed, or unreaſonably; delayed to give 
+. us: any. proper ſatisfaction. What can this be 


4 
„* 


rant of their on intereſt, or of the danger they 
rupture with us. It muſt be owing to ſome un- 
accountable notion they have begun to entertain; 
that we are afraid of coming to an open rupture 
with them; and while they entertain ſuch a no- 
$. tion, they will never do us juſtice. in a peaceable 
manner. How they came at firſt to conceive 
© ſuch, a notion I do not know; but I muſt ſay, 
that by our late patience and forbearance, not 
only they, but all the world, L believe, begin 
to think that we will ſubmit to any thing rather 
than engage in a war; and while this opinion 
6 prevails, we may live in peace, but I am ſure 

we cannot live at caſe or in quiet. It is there- 
fore high time to reſume the antient, and hat, 
I hope, will always be found to be the trus cha- 
racter of this nation. It i high time, it is eben 
become neceſſary for us to do ſomething for 
< convincing the world that we are now, and al- 
© ways will be, ready to vindicate our honour by 
force of arms, when we cannot obtain a full ſa- 
3 e tisfaction 
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reſent occaſion we can do this, only by agree- 
" ing unanimouſſy upon the moſt vigorous. reſolu- 
© tions, upon ſuch reſolutions, as ought to be the 


immediate conſequence of the treatment our 
© merchants. and ſailors have met with. This is 
© what has already been too long delayed; and it 
is what cannot now be regularly done, without 


our having firſt ſeen, or at leaſt called for, thoſe 


_ . A 


poſed to be left out of the motion. 
From what I have ſaid, Sir, it will appear, 


n 


or memorials from Spain, is really one of the 
ſtrongeſt arguments for it. The chief argument 
made uſe of againſt our calling for theſe papers 


< is founded on a ſuppoſition, that the laying of 


© ſuch papers before us may interrupt the courſe 
of our peaceful negotiations, and involve the 
< nation in a war. Now, will not our refuſing, 
< or even delaying, for ſach a reaſon, to call for 
papers, which are certainly extremely proper to 
© be look'd intb, upon the preſent occaſion, be a 

© teſtimony of our being terribly afraid of invol- 


0 ving the nation in a war? Will it not confirm 


the notion, which I am afraid the Spaniards 


now entertain of us? Will it not make them 


conclude that we are more aftaid of coming to 


an open rupture with them, than we are fond of : 


a 1 852 juſtice. to our injured merchants? And as 


© 4h account of this day's debate will certainly be 25 


© ſent” to the court of Spain, will not they pre- 


© ſame from thence, that they may ſtill put kor | 


agreeing to any reaſonable terms, or offering 
any proper ſatisfaction? This will of co 


make it neceſſary for us to come to Sen N * 
« {& that like thoſe private men, who have the 
6 misfortune to ye a 5 look, or too much 


6 - GOT 


6 tisfaction By peaceable means; and upon the 


very papers which, by the amendment, are e pro- 


that the chief, I may ſay the only argument 
made uſe of againſt our calling for the anſwers - 
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in their behaviour, we may probably 
v ourſelves into a ak uarrel, which a little de- 
4 cent boldneſs might have prevented. From 
hence it is * that our agreeing to the 
| *. amendment the honourable gentleman has been 
| © pleaſed to offer, will moſt probably lead the na- 
3 tion into what ; ſeems to be moſt afraid of; 
« upleſs he thinks, which, I am ſure, is far from 
<. being the caſe, that we ought to bear patiently. 
with all paſt injuries, and ſubmit. tamely to all 
future, rather than run the riſk of a wa. 
I I ſhall, grant, Sir, that no negotiation, nor 
any material paper relating to it, ought to be 
> publick, till that negotiation be brought 
© to: a period; but where neither party has a 
* * mind to amuſe and deceive the other, every ne- 
gotiation muſt ſoon be brought to a period. 
The rotrafting, of any negotiation, for a num- 
ber of years, is a certain ſign, that one of the 
parties at leaſt has a mind to 9 9 5 and deceive, 
Das might be proved by a vaſt number of exam- 
< ples but one I cannot forbear mentioning upon 
this accafion, becauſe it is an example drawn 
J from an affair that happened between us and the 
very kingdom with which we are now ſaid to 
© be, and with which we have long been carrying 
on what, I am afraid, will at laſt appear to be 2 
_ +. fruitleſs negotiation. The example I mean is 
+. that. negotiation | which we carried on with 
0 Spain, in the reign of James I. about the mar- 
* . nage of his ſon the Prince of Wales. That 
< negotiation. continued for near eight years, and 
© as we have now ſent commiſharies, o we then 
-+ ſent the Prince of ales and the prime miniſter | 
to Spain, without any effect; but at laſt it ap- 
peared that the negatiation was carried on with 
< a defign to amuſe us, and to keep us quiet, till 
the houſe of Auſtria found means to ruin almoſt 
E the * Rant intereſt in Cermamy: _ 
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1 do not kn 


"amuſe us, and ki rm quiet, till our trade be 
entirely ruined 


tow but their deſign may now be, td 


ich will be the caſe, if we 
go on with negotiating, and they with plunder- 


ing and ſeizing our merchant "pos but for a 


few years longer. 


For this reaſon, Sir, as the preſent negotia- 

tion has already continued for ſo many years, 
its not being brought to a period, is ſo far from 
being a reaſon for our not calling for any pa- 


pers relating to it, that it is a good reaſon for 
our enquiring into the negotiation itſelf. From 
the long continnance of our preſent negotiations 


with Spain, there is great reaſon to ſuſpect they 


have hitherto been amuſing us wy 204 from 
the circumſtances of our preſent diſputes with 


that nation, this ſuſpicion muſt be conſiderably 


increaſed; for as we may be ſaid to be plaintiffs 
only, and they defendants, which I am ſorry 


for, it is their intereſt to amuſe and 
becauſe upon the iſſue they will not only have 
a large ſum to pay us, but muſt give up ſome 


valuable rights they have lately begun'to lay 


claim to; whereas we have been of late ſo juſt 
and fo complaiſant to them, that we have al- 


ready left them nothing to aſk. 


Now, Sir, if this be the caſe, if TOY is but | 
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ground to ſuſpect that any of our inferior coun- 


cils have allowed themſelves to be amuſed and 


deceived, it is high time for the ſupreme and 
chief council of the nation to take the negotia- 
tion itſelf into Fel conſideration and for that 
purpoſe to call for all papers' relacing to it; in 
order that we may give his Majeſty ſuch advice 


as may be thought proper upon ſuch an occa- 
ſion. Such a reſolution can no way tend to 


make the court,of. Spain break off conferences 


with us: If they have a mind to do us juſtice, 
rather than come to an open rupture, it would 
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at them, to begin to treat with; us upon a 
+ fair, a candid, ani a ſerious footing, which, in 


* my opinion, they hive never yet done: But if 


they are really reſolved to come to an open rap- 


a ture, rather than do us juſtice, the effect of ſuch 


{06d pa 


a reſolution would then indeed be, not to N 


s them break off conferences with us, but to make 


« us break off conferences with them; for as they 
. are defendants only, it is their buſineſs to nego- 
5 tiate as long as we will negotiate with them ; 


f and as we are plaintiffs only, it is aur buſineſs 


* to inſiſt upon a ſpeedy and a categarical anſwer ; 
7 and in caſe of refuſal or delay, to break off all 


bs conferences, and betake ourſelves to. thoſe 


means, which may probably prove more effec- 


<. tual. Can either of theſe be Fig eng an effect 
which we ought to be afraid of? No, Sir; even 
* the laſt, is an effect we ought. to be fond of; 
* forif a ſufficient redreſs is not to be obtained 
* without a rupture, the ſooner we come to it the 

better: A ſtate f war is more eligible than Fe 


s uncertain, mongrel ſtate we.are in at 


But we are now told, Sir, that the . 
negotiations between Spain and us have not con- 
< tinued for above three years; and to prove this, 
the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, has 
been pleaſed to give us à long account of the 


many treaties. lately concluded between the two 


* crowns. No man, e is more able than 
denen neu of ur late treaties and 
negotiations; and I ſhah own my abligation 


for the exact account 175 has given way, ſome of 


5 them; but, tis certain, and even that honour- 


able gentleman will, I believe, allow, that the 


2 


Spaniards have been continuing their incroach- 
ments and depredations almoſt without inter- 
* ruption for above twenty Years; and he will, I 
believe, likewiſe allow, that ; yet we have ob- 
ation We pal t injuries, nor any 
— a ſecurity 
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< ſecurity againſt future. What is it then appears 
© from the long account he has given us 577 the 
late treaties between Spain and us? Does it not 
© from thence appear, that we have been for a- 
* bove twenty years not only negotiating, but 
actually concluding treaties, in yain, and with- 
out the leaſt effect? What hopes other gentle- 
men may put in our preſent negotiation I do 
not know; but for my part I muſt declare, that 
T put no great hopes in any negotiation we can 
carry on, Or any treaty or convention we can 
make; and I muſt think I am juſtified in this 
way of thinking, by the account the honourable 
gentleman has been pleaſed to give us of the late 
treaties concluded between Spazn and us. By theſe 
treaties they have two or three times already 
expreſsly promiſed full reparation and ſecurity : 
They have as yet performed none of theſe pro- 
miſes: What reaſon have we to think, hey 
will be more faithful in the performance of any 
8 they may make by the next treaty, or 
y any future treaty? I am ſure, if they do 
ſhew themſelves more faithful in time to come, 
it will not 1 1 N from our ſhewing ſuch a 
backwardneſs in coming to an open rupture 
with them, as ſome gentlemen ſeem to ſhew 
upon the preſent occaſion. No nation in the 


- 1 


world will perform a promiſe, though made by 


the moſt ſolemn treaty, if it be againſt their 
3 c 12 be LES uns 445 n 9 21 SN 
intereſt to do fo: They will always find pre- 
tehces for 1 ot evading it, if they think 
they can do ſo with ſafety; and they will al- 
ways think fo, if they have any reaſon to be- 
lieve, that the nation, in whoſe favour it was 
made, is ſo impotent or fo cowardly, that they 
dare not SI in a hoſtile manner to revenge 
an infraction of a ſolemn treaty... ......_ 
141 . e TIES LE e 9 
„This, I am afraid, Sir, is the ap between 


| | © Spain and us. We have been of late ſo palſive, 
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C that, I fear, they have begun. to think we will 


© not, or dare not come to an open gl, with 
thinking. 
© there is nothing will alter their opinion, but a 


© vigorous and well conducted war; ſo that by 


© our long-ſuffering and extreme readineſs to o- 
© blige them, inſtead of avoiding a war, we have 
© already made it become neceſſary. TRY may 
grant us the favour of a new. treaty; | they may 
dy that treaty again promiſe full reparation and 
© ſecurity; but if they continue in the ſame way 
< of thinking, thoſe promiſes will be as ill kept 
< as'any of the former. In my opinion, it is 
© therefore abſolutely improper for us, upon the 
< preſent occaſion, to ſhew'the leaſt concern about 
< what may be the conſequences of any reſolution 
6 propoſed. An unanimous and hearty concur- 
« rence'in the moſt. vigorous reſolutions, may 
© make them alter their opinion of us, or may 
© make them think, that we are reſolved to alter 
© our conduct with reſpect. to them; and this F 
take to be the only way of avoiding a war, 
© which will otherwiſe, either now or very ſoon 
© hereafter, become abſolutely unavoidable ; un- 
< leſs we are reſolved always to ſubmit ramely to 
© the ſame ſort of injuries we have already ſuffer- 
+ ed, and to forfeit our character and our trade i in 
© every part of the World. 
I ſhall readily admit, Sir, that it : would be 
Y ridiculous in us to talk big, or to come to vi: 
< porous reſolutions, upon this or any other occa- 
< fion, unleſs thoſe reſolutions were to be follow- 


© ed by ſuitable actions. Nay, I believe, it would 


"DE chlor in us to fit out formidable ſqua- 
© drons, or to take great armies into our pay, 
© unleſs thoſe fleets and thoſe armies were to be 
© furniſhed with proper orders or inſtructions for 
enabling them to follow words with blows, in 
* we 8 we any de denial or unreaſonable delay of juf: 


ru 
43 : ; DR 
* 'I tice. 
13 ? 8 , 
E + ” * a4 * a 35 7 


<. tice... 1 know that threatning ſpeeches or reſo- 
_ © lutions, as well as threatning memorials, are but 
Words; and, I believe, the honourable gentle- 
< man talks from experience, when he ſays, that 
< ſuch words will always be contemned, if prople | 


A. 1738. 


imagine they are not to be immediately follow- 
ed with ſuitable actions; but whatever diſreſpect 
may have been ſnewn to the threatning words 
or memorials of other councils, I hope no ſign 


«of diſregard will Ever be ſhewn to the threat- 


ning reſolutions of a Britiſp Parliament. I hope 
no nation will ever imagine, that ſuch words 
are not to be followed with ſuitable actions. 
The 2 1 of Spain, as well as one of her 
< next neighbours, have ſtill reaſon to remember 


< the reſolutions of our Parliament in the year 


1704. From the behaviour of the nation at 


that time, and for ſome years after, they muſt 
conclude, that the threatning reſolutions of a 
FBritiſb Parliament will be followed, and ſpeedi- 


m thence good reaſon to conclude, that, e- 
ven at this time, our words will not only be 
followed with blows, but that every blow will 
< be followed by another, till we bring our ene- 
mies to reaſonable terms; and as the juſtice of 
< our cauſe is now as great as it was then, I am 
< ſure our enemies have no cauſe to expect greater 
favour from providence, than they met with at 
3 time; therefore, if they have any hopes of 
ſucceſs, it muſt be in our miſconduct, or in the 
< ſuppoſed weakneſs of our councils; and if they 
£ ſhould bring things to extremity, I hope they 
© will find themſelves difappointed in bot. 
With reſpect to the general reſentment that 
now prevails over the whole nation, againſt the 
depredations committed by the Spaniards, how- 
ever diſagreeable it may be to ſome gentlemen, 
I muſt declare, Sir, that it is extremely age. 
Nt as | . ; ble 


LE 8 by ſuitable actions. They have 
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© ble to me; and it is ſo, bebndſe 1 düünk it is 


6 « Juſt. I do not really know what the honoutable 

gentleman means by ſaying, that it has been 
< ſtirred up by thoſe who had no” title to ſtir it 
< up, or who did not know what they were about. 
] believe it has been ſtirred up by none but the 
< Spaniards theraſelves ; for I have ſo good an o- 


pinion of the underſtanding of my countrymen 


< 1n general, as to believe, chat their judgment, 
and conſequently their reſentment, as well as 
< their gratitude, depends upon the nature of 


. things, and net upon what may be ſaid or wrote 


* u For this reaſon, if none of 
the actions f the Spanifh Guarda Cofta's had 


” been unjuſt, if their behaviour towards our 
merchants had not been cruel and barbarous as 


well as unjuſt, I believe it would have been im- 
poſlible to have ftirred up ſuch a general reſent- 
ment as now prevails againſt $a, though all 
the beſt pens in the nation had been as much 
employed to throw their actions into a malici- 
ous and invidious ligbe, as Tome of the worſt 
have been to palliate a ſe, or rather juſ- 
tify their behaviour towards.ns, I muſt there- 
fore think, that it ſignifies very little who they 
are that endeavour to ſtir up the reſentment” of 


it, their reſentment will rife of courſe; and if 
there is no'cauſe for it, no art or perſuaſion will 
be able to raiſe it. The refentment' of the ha- 
tion is, tis true, come to a very great height 
upon the 3 reſent occaſion, and if it ſhould eva- 
porate before it produces the defired effect, it ĩs 
eaſy to foreſee who will deſerve to be blamed ; 
but though there are no people of a more” gene- 
fous and forgivin 'S temper than the "people of 


this nation, yet, 1 hope, they will never allow 
their reſentment to evaporate, I hope they will 


neither forget nor — till they ſee Juſtice 


done 
— 
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© done to duch of their countrymen as 1 been 
6 Injured, and a full ſatisfaction made to the na- 
tion for the inſults that have been put upon it. 
have now, I hope, ſhewn, Sir, that if we have 
A mind. to take the beſt method for preventing 
a war, or for obtaining redreſs in a peaceable 
- manner, we ought to agree. unanimouſly to the 
motion without any amendment. What the 
anſwer from the crown. may be I ſhall not pre- 
tend to determine, becauſe I know nothing of 
the nature of any of the K 2 called for; but 
bt * furely our addreſſing to have them laid before 
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* us can be of no $a 5. Suppoſe his Majeſty 


© ſhould. think it inconſiſtent with the publick 
* ſafery to lay ſome of thoſe Papers before us, his 
6 "= obliged to tell us ſo can give him no diſ- 
wet; becauſe it is a proper anſwer, and an an- 
wer which this houſe has generally been ſatis- 
: « ed with: It is an anſwer which cannot make 

© any man, that has a weight in any foreign coun- 

« cil, nor any man of common underſtanding at 
© home, ſuppole that there is the leaſt diſagree- 
© ment between his Majeſty and his Parliament; 

* becauſe we cannot ſuppoſe the miniſters of any 


foreign court we have to do with, nor any man 


of common ſenſe at home ſo ignorant of our 
« conſtitution, as not to know that the Parliament 
always leaves it to the crown to determine, 
< what papers are fit to be laid before them; and 
never inliſt upon a ſight of any paper, after the 

* crown has told them that it is not ſafe to make 
L * it publick, unleſs when they have reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect, that ſuch an anſwer proceeds from evil 
a and from the ſelfiſh ends of a ale er 
$ « be hes been guilty of. "Then, indeed, the Par. 
liament would probably inſiſt upon having ſuch 
< a. paper laid before them, and might perhaps 
< addreſs hy King to know who adviſed men 4 
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ſend ſuch an anſwer ; and then it might beſup- 
poſed both abroad and at home, that there was 
no great harmony between the King and his 


Parliament, or at leaſt between his miniſters 


and His Parliament; but ſurely, neither the ho- 
nourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, nor any 


other, has the leaft ground to ſuſpect that this 


may be the caſe at preſent; and if it were, it 
would be the ſtrongeſt ah prin for agreeing 
to the motion, to the end that the Parliament 
might have an opportunity of removing fuch 
miniſters from his Majeſty's councils; for if 
ſuch men were at the helm of our affairs, 
which I am ſure is not the caſe at preſent, we 


oh 


could neither expect regard or confidence from 


foreign ſtates, nor any honeſty or good conduct 
in our own affairs, with reſpect either to peace 


Thus, I think, it appears, Sir, that our call- 


ing for the memorials or anſwers from Spain can 


be attended with no bad conſequence, even ſup- 


poſing them to be ſuch as cannot be ſafely com- 
municated ; and I have ſhewn, that our not 
calling for them may be attended with the moſt 


fatal conſequence, by confirming the court of 


Spain in the notion they ſeem to entertain of 


us, that we are afraid, and will rather ſubmit 


to any thing, than come to an open rupture 


with them. But we are told, we ought not to 
call for them, becauſe we have now no occafion 


for them; and to ſhew we have no occaſion for 
them, it is ſaid, that in purſuance of the reſo- 
lution we have come to, we cannot regularly, 


at firſt, enter into any enquiry but that of the 


truth of the facts ſet forth in the petitions now 


Preſented to us. This I am ſurprized to hear 


from a gentleman ſo well acquainted with the 
facts ſet forth in the petitions, and ſo much a 


maſter of the cuſtom and methods of proceed- 


ing 
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negotiations, whether 575 e Kim 
of negotiation, or in the for 


ing in Parliament. Sir, we have no occaſion 
for ſuch an enquiry but for form's ſalce merely. 


We all know the facts are true; and if we pro- 
ceed no further, I ſhall be ſorry we have gone 
ſo far; for we ſhall then Only leave upon re- 


cord, in the journals of Parliament, a tefti- 
mony of the inſults and injuries we have tamely 
ſuffered, which is a teſtimony that can no way 
therefore we ought to be ſo far from recording, 
that, if it were poſſible, we ought to prevent 
its being handed down to poſterity. If we look 
but into the prayer of the petitions preſented to 


than merely to enquire into the truth of facts. 


The petitioners beſeech us, To provide fuch a 
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timely and adequate remedy as may put an end ta 
all inſults and depredations on the Britiſh ſubjetts ; 


and to procure ſuch relief for the unhappy ſuffer- 
ers, as the nature of their caſe, and the juſtice 


of their cauſe, require. Are we. not then, in 
purſuance of our reſolution, to endeavour to 
provide ſuch a remedy, and procure ſuch re- 


lief? And is it poſſible for us to determine | 


what may be a proper remedy, what may be a 
proper relief, whithout ſeeing what the court of 
Spain have offered, and what they pretend in 


juſtification of themſelves ? 


There are but two ways, Sir, of providing 
a remedy, or procuring any relief : It muſt be 


done either by force of arms, or by negoti- 


ation; and which of. theſe methods may be 
moſt proper is what we are to determine, it is 
what we have in ſome meaſure already refolved 
to determine, by reſolving to take the petitions 


Into our conſideration ; for this purpoſe we muſt 


neceſſarily examine into the whole of our paſt 
m of treaty, as yet 
nm. e 


+ 


contribute to the honour of the nation; and 


us, we muſt ſee we have ſomething elſe to do, 


„%%% OY EL n ut nm el 33 

_ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738, 
© neither fulfilled, nor any way obſerved. Which 
© of thoſe methods may, upon the enquiry we 
have reſolved on, appear to be moſt proper, I 
© ſhall not now take upon me to determine; but 
< in this affair we have already. made uſe of fo 
much ink and paper without any effect, that I 
© am afraid it will appear neceſſary for us to begin 
to make uſe of another ſort of ammunition. 
We have already. found there is no truſt to be 
put even in treaties, and therefore, after we 
have thoroughly examined into this affair, it 
* 
4 
4 
W 
8 
6 


a 


may be the opinion of this houſe, that we muſt 
now have recourſe to that, in which we have 
always found, in which, I hope, we always 
ſhall find, our chief and greateſt ſecurity, I 
mean, Sir, the weight of our metal, and the 
Marpneſs of our ſwords. _ „„ 


No ſuppoſe, Sir, we ſhould com> to ſuch a 

reſolution: Suppoſe we. ſhould upon enquiry 

find that no effectual remedy can be provided, 
nor any ſufficient relief procured, but by force 
of arms ; that reſolution, to be ſure, is to be 
offered to his Majeſty by way of advice. In ſo 
doing we. incroach upon none of .the preroga- 
tives of the crown : We do that only which is 
our duty; for we are obliged to offer what we 
think the moſt wholeſome ad vice to our Sove- 
reign. Neither do we communicate to the pub. 
lick the ſecrets of any negotiation, while it con- 
tinues, or ought to continue, in. the ſhape of a 
negotiation z we only give our opinion that it 
' ought not to be continued in that ſhape any 
longer; and ſurely, if the Parliament think fo, 
they have a right to ſay ſo, and to communi- 
« cate their thoughts, by way of addreſs, to his 
© Majeſty. The power of making peace or war 
may be ſolely lodged in the crown; but the 
Parliament certainly have a right to adviſe and 
* addreſs againſt the continuance of peace, * 
MY i 1 
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they think it cannot be continued with honour, 
© as Sal as: they have a right to adviſe and ad- 
« dreſs, againſt a war, which they think cannot be 
« proſecuted. with gs.” This is, in my o- 

« pinion, the princi enquiry we are to make, 
< when we take theſe petitions into our confidera- 
tion: We are to enquire, whether there be any 
probability of obtaining what the petitioners 
pray for, in a,peaceable-manner z and upon ſuch 
an enquiry, I am ſure we can come to no deter- 
; „ without ſeeing thoſe papers that are 
« propoſed by the amendment to be left out of 
the mation ; therefore, I hope, the honourable 
« gentleman will withdraw his- amendment, and 


leave it to his Majeſty, who is the only proper 


judge, to determine, whether the papers now 


6 1 for, are ſuch as e be ſafely commu- 
| to the houſe.“ 


Tlie next chat "OED was l Pelham, Eg > 


e manages Hles! 5 
Mr. Speaker, Tot 


Sir, I am ſorry the 2 entleman who Mr. Ter 
6 ſpo ke laſt, did not continue in his firſt opinion 8 


: 5 Jam always fond of having an opportunity 
to join with him in the ſame ſentiments; but 
upon the preſent occaſion I cannot; becauſe; 1 
think, the honourable. gentleman WhO propoſed 
the amendment, gave ſuch reaſons for what he 

„ prapoſed; as rieither have, nor, in my opinion, 
can be anſwered.. I ſhall admit, Sir, that it is 
as neceſſary for a nation to preſerve its character 

©: among. neighbours, as it is for a private man; 
© but whatever opinion the court of Spain may 

entertain of our courage or of our unwilling- 
naſs to come to an open rupture with them, I 
© ſhall-neyer be for doing any thing that may 
2 . towards involving this nation in an un- 


« neceſlary 


is 
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e. neceſſary wars. for the ſake. only of making that 
© nation believe we are no way. afraid: of them. 
The character of this nation is already fo well 
eſtabliſhed, that we have no occafion'for com- 
ing to any bluſtering reſolutions, or to make: uſe 
of any fort of hectoring expreſſions, in order to 
P the 28 that we e ig IP Toe 
© xt upon any falſe and ill-groun opinion 0 
our Hedley) the Spaniards ſhould if rug 
* fuſe to do us juſtice, we may eaſily lade 
them, that our patience proceeded not from our 
fear but from our prudence; but this is not to 
be done by any reſolutions of this houſe; it is 
to be done only by fleets and armies, after his 
< Majeſty has told us, that he finds nothing elſe 
< will prevail. For this reaſon, as long as there 
« s.the leaſt ground to hope, that the court of 
Spain may be A on by 1 ble means 
do give car to reaſon, we ought not to do any 
thing that may tend to interrupt or retard any 
* * negotiation, that may be carrying on for that 
urpoſe: And that we are not as. yet entirely 
< deftitute of ſuch hopes, muſt be preſumed : be- 


Wn CT 


a 


| © cauſe, we may be aſſured, that as ſoon as this 


comes to be our caſe, his Majeſty will apply 
© in the moſt folemn manner a —— 
both for advice and aſſiſtancte. 

As for the laſt anſwer or memorial: from 
C pain, I do not pretend, Sir, to know what 'it 
is; but I have been aſſured it can no way be 
© look'd on as a final anſwer, - It is fo far from 
e being a flat denial of juftice, that it ſeems to 
< ſhew an. inclination PEE doing juſtice, as 
< ſoon as the diſputed facts carr be cleared up; 
< and I am told it may admit of ſuch explana- 
< tions, as may put an end to all our differences 
in a peaceable manner: Nay, I have good rea- 
« ſon, I think, to ſuppoſe it ſuch a one; for if it 
1 3 otherwiſe, „ 
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« would have directly ordered it to have been laid 


© before the houſe. Suppoſe it then ſuch an an- 


< ſwer as, by proper explanations, may lay a 
foundation for our obtaining full ſatisfaction and 
« ſecurity, in W manner; 1 ſhould be 
glad to know, how thoſe explanations are to be 


© obtained. The only way of obtaining any ſuch | 
© muſt be, by a new memorial from this court to 


< that of Spain, by way of reply to their laſt an- 


© ſwer; but if we order their laſt anſwer to be 


laid before this houſe, we ſhall, in a great mea- 
© ſure, put it out of his Majeſty's power to ſend 
any ſuch reply; for in that caſe, I believe, 
none of his Majeſty's ſervants would venture to 


_ © adviſe him to ſend a reply, or to give their o- 


© pinion what fort of reply ought to be ſent, un- 


til the Parliament had thoroughly examined into 


< the affair, and had come to ſuch reſolutions as 
© they ſhould think proper upon the occaſion. 
This the Parliament may not be able to do till 


© towards the end of the ſeſſion, during which 


« time the negotiation between the two courts 
© muſt be at an entire ftand; whereas, if it be 
© left to his Majeſty, to ſend ſuch a reply as he 


in his great wiſdom may think moſt proper, the 


< negotiation may . before that time be brought to 
< ſome period or another; and in our preſent cir- 
< cumftances, I am ſure, nothing can be of ad- 
vantage to this nation, that will neceſſarily, but 
< needleſsly, occafion a delay in our being able to 
bring the negotiation to a period. | 

From hence, Sir, I think it is evident, that 
our calling for the laſt memorial from Spain 
would be imprudent; and whatever neceſſity 


© there may be for our ſeeing the laſt, or any of 
< the memorials from the court of Spain, before 
© we can come to any final determination, re- 
< lating to the petitions we have reſolved to take 


into our conſideration, yet that neceſſity neither 


Vol. XVI. F does, 
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does, nor can now appear; and therefore, I do 
s not think there is, as yet, the leaſt occaſion for 


« our calling for any of theſe memorials. In the 


courſe of our deliberations, it may appear ne- 


« ceſlary for us to have all thoſe memorials laid 


before. us, and when that does appear, I ſhall 
' ©. be ready to join with other gentlemen in any 
proper motion for that purpoſe ; but till then, I 


« think it ought to be delayed, becauſe our call- 
ing for them, 1 the laſt, immediately, 
© may. be attended with ſome inconvenience, and 
© becauſe ſuch a delay can but very little, if any 
< way, retard our proceedings with reſpe& to the 
© affair, now before us. By the reſolution you 
have come to, it will be near a fortnight before 
you begin to take this affair into your con- 
ſideration; and as ſome things may intervene, 


© that may oblige you to put off the entering 


upon it for ſome days longer; and likewiſe, as 
you may meet with interruptions in the courſe 


of your enquiry ; I muſt reckon it will be near 


< three weeks, it may be more, before you can 
© know poſitively, whether there will be any ne- 
« ceſſity for your having any of: thoſe memorials 
< laid before you; therefore you may, I think, 
without the leaſt inconvenience, | delay calling 
for any of them for two or three weeks at leaſt. 
In the mean time, his Majeſty may have ſent to 
© the court of Spain a reply to their laſt anſwer, 
© and then your. calling for that 'anſwer can no 
* way interrupt the courſe of the negotiation, nor 
< can it be attended with ſuch dangerous conſe- 
< quences, as your calling for it now may be at- 
8 tended 5 with: Nay, 1 do not know but that if- 


a reply be immediately ſent, demanding the ne- 


< ceflary explanations, and inſiſting upon a cate- 


© gorical anſwer, which I am convinced his Ma- 


« jxcſty will do-yith all poſlible diſpatch ; I do not 
* know, 1 laps, but tat in this caſe, a now me- 
575 3 % 8 4258 5 2 8 | . mori 
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_ © morial may arrive from the court of Spain, be- 
© fore, it be neceſſary for you to come to any re- 
< ſolutions relating to this affair; and that new 
© memorial will certainly have a great influence 
upon your reſolutions, as well as upon his Ma- 
jeſty's future conduct with regard to Spain. 
I ſhall grant, Sir, that in caſe of our calling 


from the crown, to tell us, that they are of 
ſuch a nature that they cannot be ſafely com- 
municated ; but on the other hand, I believe it 
will be allowed, that ſuch an anſwer from the 
crown is very unuſual; and the reaſon of its 
being ſo, is, becauſe both houſes of Parliament 
have generally taken care to call for no papers 
but ſuch as might, in all appearance, be ſafely 


communicated. Now, tho* I do not pretend 
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from Spain, yet from its having arrived ſo late- 
ly, we may, I think, with probability, if not 
with certainty, conclude, that it is a pa 

which ought not yet to be made publick; and 
-therefore, however proper ſuch an anſwer from 
the crown may be, ; muſt think ſuch an appli- 
cation from this houſe would not be altogether 


Parliament, and. more proper for us,. not to call 
for any of the memorials from Spain, but to 
leave it entirely to his Majeſty, to order ſuch of 
them to be laid before us, as he ſhall think may 
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any of theſe memorials, that may require the 
conſideration of Parliament. 
After what I have ſaid, Sir, I hope gentle- 
© men will excuſe me if I fay, that I think it 
would be raſh and precipitate in us, to call for 
. * all, or any of theſe * at preſent; 9 

8 | * | « tho? 


to know what is in the laſt memorial or anſwer 


ſo proper at preſent. . For this reaſon, I think, 
it would be more agreeable to the cuſtom of 


be fafely communicated ;. and this he will cer- . 
tainly do in due time, if there be any thing in 
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© tho* we had them all before us, I muſt think, 


it would be ſtill more raſh in us to come to any 
violent or threatning reſolutions, . unleſs his Ma- 


jeſty had before told us, that he had no farther 
hopes of obtaining full ſatisfaction in a peace- 


able manner; for even in private life, let a man | 


be never ſo much inclined to do juſtice, or to 


make reparation, he would not like to be pub- 
lickly threatned into it: The attempting to 
make uſe of ſuch a method, would probably 
make him ftand upon a punctilio of honour, 
and refuſe, at leaſt for that time, to do what 
he would have done with great alacrity, if it 


had been required of him in a diſcreet and pru- 


dent manner. 

< *Tis true, Sir, the negotiations between Spain 
and us have already continued too long, and it 
muſt be granted, they have not as yet had any 
great effect; but if we conſider the multitude 
of complaints that are upon both fides, (for the 
court of Spain have their complaints, and have 
demands to make, as well as we) and the great 
diftance of the places where our mutual com- 
plaints are to be examined, we cannot think it 
ſtrange, that our negotiations have not, as yet, 


been brought to a final iſſue. I do not mention 
this, Sir, with a deſign to make any excuſe for 
the behaviour of the Spaniards towards us, or 


to juſtify all the delays they have been guilty 


of: I mention it only to ſhew, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the length of the negotiations between 
us, we ought not to conclude, that the court of 
Spain deſigns only to amuſe and deceive us; 


but on the contrary, that we ought to preſume, 


there may ftill be ſome hopes of our being able 


to obtain, in a peaceable manner, as much as 


we can expect by the moſt ſucceſsful war; and 


if this can be done, it will certainly be a great 


"ring both of 'men and money to the nation. 
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That his Majeſty thinks he has ſtill good reaſon 
to entertain ſome ſuch hopes, we may be aſſured 


© he could not obtain 
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© of, otherwiſe he would have provided, before 
this time, for 8 by force, what he found 

by peaceable means, and 
would have applied to Parliament in the moſt 


_ © folemn manner for that purpoſe. Therefore, ra- 
_ © ther than do any thing that may put an end to 


© all ſuch hopes, I think we ought to return 
* thanks to his Majefty, and extol the wiſdom 
and goodneſs he has hitherto ſhewn, by putting 
© a force upon his natural inclinations, and facri- 
« ficing that dazling glory which is obtained by 


 ©'yiRtories and triumphs, to that ſolid and true 
© glory, which is the juſt reward of thoſe Kings, 


© who make the preſervation of the lives and 
properties of their ſubjects, their chief and 
* greateſt concern. 


4 Aber Hh Pelbam, Eſqz Sir Jalu Barnard 


| ſpoke to the effect as follows, viz. 


1 Speaker * 8 
Sir, I muſt begin with obſerving, that the 


character of a nation is very different from that 


© of a private man. A private man that has once 
< eftabliſhed a reputation for wiſdom and courage, 
< may eaſily, and generally does, preſerve that 
reputation as long as he lives; but whatever re- 
<' putation a ſtate or kingdom may acquire at any 
© one time, is ſo far from continuing as long as 
that ſtate or rom ſubſiſts, that on the con- 
© trary, the reputation acquired under one King, 


Sir John 
Barnard's 


ſpeech, 


© or one adminiſtration, always expires as ſoon as 


© that King or adminiſtration expires; and the 
© ſucceſſors muſt always begin afreſh. to acquire 
© and eftabliſh a character for the nation under 
their adminiſtration. A nation may acquire the 
5 higheſt character, the greateſt eſteem, under 
A F 3 | one 


% 
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one reign or adminiſtration, and yet Gnk: i into the 
loweſt contempt under the very. next. This 
Vas the caſe of this nation, in the reigns of Ed- 
ward I. and Edward, II. in the reigns of Ed. 
ward III. and Richard II. in the reigns of 
Henry V. and Henry VI. and in the reigns of 
our wiſe Queen £1izabeth and her ſucceſſor 
TORE I. wo 3453 .: 

© Tt is in vain therefore, Sir, to pretend, "that 
the character of this nation is eſtabliſned, or 
that we can now depend upon the character we 
acquired in any former reign, or under any for- 
mer adminĩſtration: For our preſent character, 
we cannot look beyond the date of the preſent 
adminiſtration. Now, as his Majeſty? s.. name 
ought never to be mentioned in any. of our de- 
bates 3 as nothing that is ſaid by any gentleman 
in this houſe, can be ſuppoſed to relate to the 
King, but to the miniſters for the time being 
only ; I may therefore beg leave to deſire gen- 
tlemen to lay their hands upon their hearts and 
declare, 2 5 ſort of character they think this 
nation has acquired under our preſent adminiſtra- 
© tion, Which, I muſt obſerve, began before his 
- © Majeſty's acceſſion, and began with a treaty. of 
peace between Spain and us, which I never did, 
© nor ever ſhall entirely approve of. If upon this 
* footing, gentlemen will . into the charac- 
< ter we may at. py reſent be ppoſed to have 
among our neighbours, 15 12 55 it will be 
found not to be a very * one, at 
© leaſt with reſpect to our courage, or readineſs to 
+ try the fate of war, in caſe | any injury or in- 
* ſalt's being put upon us. 
1 ſhall grant, Sir, that, 7 'K ſ bakne, 
peace is better than war ; but it is not always 
* ſo: A diſhonourable. peace is worſe that a de- 
s ftructive war: It is better for a nation, as well 
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© in the wretched ſtate of ſuffering continual. in- 
« ſults and indignities; and if under the preſent 
* adminiſtration, we have loft a great part of the 
character we gained in former times; if our 
« neighbours have begun to think, that we will 
ſubmit to any indignities, that we will bear with 
© any infractions of treaties, rather than engage in 
1 War, which 1 | hope is not the caſe, we may 
© cajole and flatter ourſelves with obtaining. redreſs 


© by peaceful negotiations or treaties, but While 
our neighbours entertain ſuch a notion of us, 1 


„am fully convinced it will be impoffible. If 
© our enemies are not. yet fully prepared to ruin, 
© us, if they think they may ſoon have better 
opportunity than the preſent for giving us the 
« finiſhing blow, they may for ſome time amuſe 
© us. with negotiations or congreſſes, they may 
even vouchſafe to grant us a convention or a 
« treaty ; but theſe will appear at laſt to be no- 
« thing but expedients, artfully contrived by 
© them, and fooliſhly or treacherouſly ſubmitted 
to by us, for making our ruin the more com- 


| © pleat and the more inevitable. During theſe 


< very negotiations, and notwithſtanding the trea- 
© ties they may vouchſafe to grant us,. being con- 
« vinced they may do it with impunity, they will 
continue to put the ſame indignities upon us, till 
© we are reduced. ſo low by our ſufferings, that, 
© like a man who has too long neglected a waſting 
« diftemper, we ſhall not have ſufficient firength 
© left for making uſe of that remedy, which, if 
© it had been applied in time, would have pro- 
© duced a certain cure. 8 of „ 


uct for ſeveral years paſt: I 


Wat "Þ F 11 

6 judge of our con 

ef =. 

done, or what we pg have done; but, in 

my opinion, we have had ſeveral opportunities 

6 for inducing, if not compelling, the Spaniards, 
ah 5 * » : F -" 


4 V 


I ſhall not, pretend, Sir, to be a competent. 
ſhall not pretend to ſay e what we have 
* | 
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* and likewiſe ſome other of our neighbours, ta | 


give us full ſatisfaction for injuries paſt, which 
s would have been the beft Ka againſt any 
* ſuch for the future: Nay, I am E opinion, we 
* might have prevented moſt of the indignities 

put upon us, without involving the nation in a 
« war. If my information be right, our neigh - 
* bours the Dutch have fallen upon a way of pre- 
« venting | ſuch indignities, © without. involving 
* themſelves in a war: I ſhall not affirm it for a 
truth, but we have been told, that they have 
6 lately taken a method with the Spaniſh Guarda 
6 Cofta*s, which will make a little more cau- 


1% tious, at leaft, with reſpe& to\them, in time to 


J come: They have fitted out ſhips proper for 
* the purpoſe, and when they have found Guarda 
© Cofta's not propefly commiſſioned, or ſuch as 
had ſeized or plundered any of their ſhips, con- 
3 trary to the law of nations, and to the inſtruc- 
tions they had from thoſe who gave them their 
* commiſſions, they have treated them as pirates, 


and have hung them up at the yard's arm as 


© ſoon as taken. , This is what has been com- 
8 * monly reported; ; and it calls to my mind a ſto- 
* ry 1 have heard of a gentleman, who received 
* a box on the ear from a famous bully at a coffee- 
© houſe. The gentleman, it ſeems, had not ſo 
much courage as a gentleman ought to have, 
* and therefore took it patiently : He one. 


only of obtaining ſatisfaction in a peaceable man- 


ner ; but ſoon after he heard, that the fame 
© bully, for ſuch another piece of behaviour, had 
been caned and kick'd out of the coffee room, 
* by another gentleman. God ſo! ſays the pol- 
s troon, if I had known, that fellow would have 
been treated in ſuch a manner, I ſhould not 
+ have taken the blow he gave me ſo patiently. 
All nations, Sir, are apt to play the bully 
t vir * to one another z oy if the dende. 


c ; ment e at * Frum 

but one inſult tamely, their neighbours will 

from thence judge of the then character of that 

nation, without any regard to their behaviour 

under a former government or adminiſtration; 

and will accordingly treat them as bullies 00 

noted poltroons; they will kick and cuff them 

upon every occaſion: And as a private man, 

who has once got the character of a poltroon, 

can never wipe Sf that character, or avoid ſuch 

treatment, but by drubbing thoſe who have 

dared, to inſult him, I am afraid it is now be- 

come in vain for us to expect to recover our 

character, ſo as to obtain ſatisfaction for i injuries 

paſt, or to avoid meeting with future injuries, 

by any peaceable means: At leaſt, I am ſure, 

it is not fit for us at preſent to ſhew ourſelves 

ſo anxious about ayoiding a war, as our agree- 

ing to the amendment now propoſed will clear- 

ly ſhew us to be. 81 | 
Having thus, Sir, 7 0, that we have; no 

former character to depend on, and that nothing 

will more probably make a war neceſſary than 

our appearing any way anxious to avoid it, I : 

next examine ſome of the arguments made 

uſe of, againſt our calling for any of the memo- 

rials or anſwers from Spain. As to the laſt an- 

ſwer from that court, which we are told arrived 

but a few days ago, though it certainly might 

and ought to have arrived ſeveral weeks ago, it 

has been ſaid, that we ought not to call for it, 

becauſe by ſo doing, we ſhall prevent his Ma- 

jeſty's being able to ſend any reply, till after 

we have examined into the affair before us, and 

have come to ſuch reſolutions as may be thought 

proper upon the occaſion. Sir, for this very 

reaſon we ought, in my opinion, to call for it. 

* I think no reply ought to be ſent but by the 

Ld of Parliament. | The affair. is now 


* brought, 
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© brought; and regularly brought, before Parlia- 
ment; and I hope no miniſter will àqviſe his 
Majeſty to ſend à reply, till he khows the reſo- 
lutions of Parliament. If any miniſter· does, 1 
am ſure it will net be prudent: It will be a 
< piece of the higheſt diſreſpect he can 'ſhew to 2 
« Britiſh Parliament; and whatever puſillanimity 
he may have been guilty of with feſpect to fo- 
©, reign affairs, I am ſure there will in that caſe 
be no reaſon to accuſe him of puſillanimity with 
© reſpe& to domeſtick. Our obtaining redreſs, 
or our obtaining a ſpeedy redreſs, does not de- 
pend upon our ſpeedily ſending a reply: It de- 
« pends upon our ſending a reply of ſome weight. 
Our miniſters have already ſent many memori- 
Vals, many replies, without any effect: Our bu- 
< ſineſs is now to ſend a reply that will have ſome 
more weight than any hitherto ſent; and ſurely 
© a reply from his Majeſty, founded upon the 
c e of his Parliament, will have more 
force than any reply he can ſend by the advice 
of his miniſters only. Therefore, conſidering 
bow little regard has hitherto been ſhewn by 
the court of Spain, to the memorials of our mi- 
© niſters, I muſt think it high time even for them, 
© to take the aid of Parliament, and to wait for 
© the reſolutions of Parliament, before they adviſe 
his Majefty to ſend any reply to the laſt anſwer 
from 5 ain; and for this reaſon I ſhould think, 
< that our miniſters, of all others, would be the 
moſt fond of having chat anſwer laid before 
Parliament. 
II am ſurprized, Sir; to he it ſaid, tha the 
© neceſſity of our ſeeing all the memorials or an- 
< ſwers from Spain, relating 5 the affair before 
us, does not now appear. 1 Sir, up- 
on the very face of every 105 of the petitions 
ve have reſolved to take into our conſideration. 
6 Does | not every one of them expreſly bs 5 
. 
as 
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That a s laue unjuſtly. ſeized and made 
< prize of our merchant ſhips, in the deſtined wee 
F their voyages to and from the Britiſh" Colonies ? 

Do not we know, that an unlawful trade may 
be carried on with our merchant ſhips'in-the Spa- 
nfo Mt. Indies; and that if any of them are de- 
tected in the carrying on of ſuch a trade, they 
may not only be juſtly: ſeized, but juſtly con- 
demned and made prize of? And do not we 
knew that the Spaniards pretend, all or moſt of 
the ſhips they have ſeized, were not in the de- 
ſtined courſe of their voyages to and from the 


Britiſh-Colanies, but were detected and proved 


to have been carrying on an unlawful trade up- 
on their coaſts? Shall we then proceed to de- 


termine, that any of our merchant Hips have 


been unjuſtly ſeized and made prize of by the 
Spaniards, without examining what” the Spani- 
ards have to ſay in their own juſtification? Such 


a method of proceeding would be ineonſiſtent 
with the juſtice and dignity of a Brio houſe 


of Commons; and as we can no way exainine 


into what the Spaniards have to fay'in their own 
juſtification, but by peruſing the memorial 


they have tranſmitted to this court, therefore 


upon the very face of the petitions we have re- 
ſolved. to take into our conſideration it appears 


neceſſary for us to ſee every one of theſe me- 


morials, before we can come to any reſolution 


relating to the petitions now before us. 


As I have ſhewn, Sir, that it is abſolutely. 


neceſſary for us to ſee all the memorials or an- 


ſwers from Spain, before we can proceed to an 


determination or reſolution relating to the affair 


we have reſolved to enquire into, I think it ve- 


ry needleſs to diſpute, whether or no there be 
any appearance of its being ſafe to communicate 
* alt or any of them to this houſe. If his Majeſty 
s. wg think it unſafe to communicate any of 


i them, 
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them, we muſt our enquiry, till his Ma- 
jeſty finds that he may ſafely enable us to pro- 
<< ceed"in it, by laying all the proper materials 
* before us; but ſurely, before we put off our en- 
„ quiry, we ought to know from the crown itſelf, 
that it s not yet ſafe to lay all the proper ma- 
terials before us. For my part, I think we have 
no ſuch meaſures to keep with regard to Spain, 
as ſome, gentlemen ſeem to think neceſſary. I 
put na confidence in any negotiation we can 
o carry on, no nor in any treaty we can conclude. 
I think our paſt behaviour has already made a 
war unavoidable; and I hope his Majeſty has 
+. taken-care-that this nation ſhall be as powerful- 
©, ly;fupported by proper allies, in defence of our 
* on . and Tot rights of mankind, as Spain 
can expect to be, in the incroachments ſhe has 
made upon us, and upon the known rights of 
< all nations; I mean an undiſturb'd communica- 
tion between the different parts of their own. 
0 13 and a free navigation” in the open 
© ſear aowio; of 
For this 8 Sir, 1 cannot hink' it 1 0 
« be in the leaſt dangerous to the nation, whate- 
ver it might be to ſome particular men, if all 
© the memorials, nay all the tranſactions, that 
have paſſed between Spain and us, for theſe 
< twenty. years, were printed and publiſhed, as 
© well as communicated to this houſe; nor can I 
think it would be raſh and precipitate in us, to 
5 come to a reſolution, by way of advice to his 
. „ Majeſty, that war ought to be declared againſt 
* Spain, if, within a ſhort limited time, they did 
not promiſe ſatisfaction and fecurity in the moſt 
2 . and the moſt explicit term. 
This, Sir, would neither be ae nor 
e indiſcreet. In private life, if a man has been 
often and for ſeveral years ſolicited, in the moſt 
6 8 manner, to do juſtice, he 2 
5; ; FF.00 
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to be, he muſt. be threatned at laſt, whatever 
may be the conſequence : If he ſhould then in- 
diſcreetly. ſtand upon a punctilio of honour, a 
court of law would compel him not only to do 


Juſtice, but to pay the coſts of a ſuit, which he 
had brought upon himſelf merely by his own 
obſtinacy; and I hope the fleets and armies of 


this kingdom will always be as effectual againſt 
obſtinate foreigners, as the officers of juſtice can 
be againſt obſtinate ſubjets. 

I am ſorry, Sir, to hear the multitude of our 


complaints made uſe of as an argument for pro- 


longing. our negotiations. Every one knows, 
that the length of our negotiations has added 
greatly to the number of our complaints; and 
now, it ſeems, the multitude of our complaints 
ought to prevail with us to continue our nego- 
tiations yet a while longer. At this rate our 
negotiations can never come to an end; for 
while they continue, .the number of our com- 
plaints will certainly increaſe daily, becauſe our 
ſubjects, as long as they have any thing to riſk, 
will be making uſe wy thoſe rights they think 
they are intitled to, and this will give their 
enemies a pretence and an opportunity to plun- 


der them. Therefore the multitude of our 


complaints ſhould rather be a reaſon for cutting 
ſhort our negotiations at any rate, than for 


drawing them out to ſtill a farther length. We 


had better give up thoſe rights that are in diſ- 
pute, (though I muſt ſay he will be a bold mi- 
niſter that will adviſe it) than continue them in 


ſuſpence, as a ſnare for making our ſubjects a. 


prey to their enemies. Fart ove 

Then, Sir, as to the diſtance of the places 
where our complaints are to be examined, ſure- 
ly it can be no excuſe for the Spaniards not ha- 
ving made ſatisfaction, with reſpect to thoſe 


captures at leaſt, which they themſelves have 


above 
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above eight years ſince acknowledged to have 
been unjuſt. This too may be made a reaſon 
for an eternal negotiation, as well as for length- 
ening our negotiations yet a while longer; for 
if the diſtance of places be an excuſe for not 
having made ſatisfaction for an injury done ten 
 '© years ago, and acknowledged as ſuch above 
i 

© ing for ten year to come, to make ſatisfaction 


i 
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for the injuries done laſt year, and ſo in inſini- 
tum; and as we are not, it ſeems, to have full 
ſatisfaction for any injury done, till the whole 


be adjuſted and aſcertained' at the end of the 
"negotiation, we muſt never at this rate expect 


full ſatisfaction for any injury paſt, preſent, or 


G 5 
What complaints, or what demands, the Spa- 


niards may have againſt us, as I know nothing 


of them, I ſhall not pretend to ſay, whether 


they are frivolous or not; I am apt to ſuſpect 


they are; but, Sir, if they are not, they may 
then be a pretence, and a juſt pretence too, for 
the injuries they have done to us, or at leaſt for 


their not having made a full reparation; there- 
fore thoſe very complaints or demands ought to 
come under our conſideration at this juncture 
and as they can appear no where but in thoſe 
memorials, which have been tranſmitted from 
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have reſolved to enquire into: But I muſt ſay, 
that. for my own part, I am very eaſy, whether 
any one of theſe momorials be laid before us; 
_ © becauſe there is one fact ſuggeſted in one of the 
petitions, which to me appears a ſufficient cauſe 
for an immediate declaration of war, and will 
therefore, in my opinion, make it unneceſſary 


79 


6. for us to enquire into any of the other facts ſet 


« forth, in- the petitions now before us. In the pe- 
tition preſented. by the merchants trading to our 
« plantations, it is ſuggeſted, That the crews. of 
© ſome of; gur merchant ſhips are naw in ſlavery in 
Old Spain, obere they are moſt inbumauly treated. 
This, Sir, is an indignity, a barbarous cru- 


« elty, which a ſimple releaſe of the priſoners 


cannot excuſe. Nothing but vengeance can at- 


tone for ſuch a cruel, ſuch an unchriſtian beha- 
viour. It is a cruelty which the court of Spain 
cannot pretend to palliate or excuſe, by impu- 
< ting it to the miſbehaviour of their governors in 


America. The government of Spain itſelf muſt 


be loaded with it; and as it cannot be juſtified 


© by any pretence, or by any memorial whatſo- 


ever, if it be proved, which I believe it will, I 


< ſhall think it a ſufficient reaſon for giving it as 
our opinion, that war ought to be immediate- 
ly declared againſt that kingdom, without en- 


«.quiring into any of the other facts complained 


of, or ſeeing any of the memorials or anſwers 
they have ſent us. Therefore, as I have faid, 
J am extremely eaſy, whether any of the Spaniſh 


<- memorials! be laid before us or not; but if, out of 


an ill timed complaiſance for the court of Spain, 
and for fear of doing any thing that may ſet them 
upon their punctilio's of honour, we now refuſe 
to call for any of theſe memorials, I am afraid 
this poor nation can at preſent neither expect to 


A K „ „ 


injuries 


meet with reparation for paſt injuries, not can it 
expect a proper ſeeurity againſt being expoſed to 
9 | 2 
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E n for ſome” time to 


a cue nere ban next « pon ths ape, 
us. 


. Mr. a. 
Sir, Whatever che calls cance. of this 
< nation may be, I think we ought to do nothing 
© raſhly, either for preſerving or recovering it. 
© A man of real courage and good ſenſe is never 
< jealous of his character; therefore is not ſo 


% * . * N $i ai 
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apt to take things amiſs, or ſo haſty in reſenting 


< affronts, as one who has only a brutiſh temerity, 
© or a falſe and affected courage. I do not know 
but that all the facts mentioned in the petitions 
may be proved: I believe they will; but if 
they were, I ſhould not take upon me to lay, 
<. whether or no they could juſtify an immediate 
declaration of war againſt Spain. This is a judg- 


ment which no ſubje& ought to make, becau 3 


the Judging and determining 3 in ſuch a caſe, is, 
< by our conſtitution, lodged in the crown only. 
q But ſo far J may ſay, that whatever may be in 


_ © theſe facts, whatever may be our caſe at preſent, 


6 ye ought not to ſhew our teeth till we can 
© bite. 


< No nation in the world, I nd; "WOT 


declared war, till they were ready to enter = 


© ation; and as we at preſent have neither a 
© nor an army ready, and ſufficient for attacking 
8 * tuck a powerful nation as Spain, I think we 
ought not as yet to do any thing, that may 
0 . like a declaration of war, or even like a re- 
< ſolution to declare war. I believe no gentleman 
will ſuppoſe, that I can be induced, either by 
© intereſt or inclination, to be againſt a war, when 
© I think it is become neceſſary: On the contrary, 
6 I ſhall then be as much for it, — as x ready to. | 
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tale my ſhare in it, as any man in the 
dom; but if a war were now become ro Fm 2X 
© neceſſary;. I ſhould not be for giving any pub- 
< . liek teſtimony of our being reſoſved upon a rup- 
ture, till we were fully prepared and juſt ready 
to enter upon action. Every man knows we are 
nat ſo at preſent : and as our calling for all the 
memorials tranſmitted hither from Snuin, would 
be a fort of public intimation, that we are re- 
ſolyed upon a rupture, I muſt: therefore be for 
* agrecing to the amendment, and leaving it to his 
Majeſty to r thoſe memorials to us; 
© when he thinks it ſafe and convenient; which * 
© he may do, and certainly will do, without any 
. addreſs from us Thr that purpaſes': N 


„The ede was -thon put pool, the 8 at 
ment propoſed by Sir Robert I alpole, and being 
carried in the affirmative, the motion, as thug _ 
be ee and was as follows. | F 


ee Ge itt A | | 
That an, humble 2 be posted to his 1 
Majeſty, that he will be graciouſiy pleaſed to give | 
directions to be laid before this houſe, copies or 
extracts of the ſeveral petitions, repreſentations, [| 
memorials and all other, papers; relating to the [i 
Spaniſo depredations upon the . Brizg. ſubjects; F 
which have been preſented. to his Maje eſty; or de- 1 
 hyered to either — his principal ſecretaries of | 
ſtate; ſince A er laſt ; together with copies 
or extracts of ſueh memorials. or repreſentations, | 
as have been made; either to the King of Spain, 
or his miniſters, and of the letters Written to his 
Majeſty's. EG Madrid, relating to. the ſaid 
depredations. ie . nn ets enn OF \ vi 


On Thurſaay: the i6th of Ache the houſe of Merais 


petition ta- 


—— reſolved itſelf inte a committee of the tan aus 
No k. XVI. 8 Whole 


— 


4 


7ꝛ . 


hoe . to een of the en ann ary 
petition of divers merchants, planters, and others, 
trading to, and interefted in, the Britiſh planta- 
tions in America: On the Tueſday following they 

did the fame, and likewiſe next day, being Wed- 


neſday the 2 24, Theſe three days were wholly 


taken up in hearing counſel and examining wit- 


neſſes; and on the Tuęſday following, being the 
28th day of March, the houſe having again re- 
ſolved itſelf into the nie committee, and finiſhed 
the examination of witneſſes, and hearing of cown- 


fel, William Pulteney, Eſq; ſtood up. A . 
in ſubſtance as Ts: 


Mr. Speaker, 
« Sir, After the infults and inj juries, the ampel 


ties and barbarities, which you have heard ſo 


* fully proved at _ bar, I ſhould think myſelf 
5. « fully juſtified, i with a motion for en- 
uiring into — cauſes of the nation's having 

« Pere fo ofe ſo often and ſo long, without ever once 


having ſhewed a proper reſentment ; but as 


_ © ſome gentlemen might perhaps think, this would 


* be carrying the thing farther than it ought to 
© be carried at preſent, I ſhall leave thoſe who are 
© to blame, (if there be any ſuch) to the re- 


© proaches of their own conſcience, and owed 


© to examine the ſeveral ſorts of inſults and inj 

« ries, that have been put upon the nation; be- 
© cauſe, I am ſure, the leaſt we can propoſe to do 
upon this occaſion, is, to vindicate and eſtabliſh, 


as far as can be done by any reſolutions of this 
- © houſe, thoſe rights and privileges, which the 
© Spaniards have, either by their own raſhneſs or 


+ our puſillanimity, been encouraged fo frequent- 
«ly, fo ſo manifeſtly and ſo contemptuouſly to vio- 


„„ 


n wile 


* 0 But before 1 begin, Sir, I muſt obſerve, that 
| this is not the od time our Cary have 


drotlo⸗ © found 


A. 738. {DEBATES 
found themſelves obliged to apply to this houſe 


for redreſs: They have already applied twice to 
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this houſe, for relief againſt the depredations 
and cruelties, committed upon them by the 
Spaniards; and, I think, I may now ſay, with- 


out any effect. Upon each of their former ap- 


gas they repreſented to us, how they had 
ravaged and plundered; and as they, at 


each time, fully proved their allegations, they 
ought then to have met with redreſs: A full 


and an immediate reparation ought then to have 
been peremptorily inſiſted on; and upon its be- 
ing refuſed, or unreaſonably delayed; our mi- 
niſters ought to have adviſed his Majeſty to de- 
clare war: They certainly would have done ſo, 


if they had not had a greater regard for their 
own eaſe and ſecurity, than they had for the 


honour and intereſt of the nation. 
Now, Sir, as ſeveral diſtinct rights of this 
nation have been ineroached on, and are now 
conteſted by the Spaniards; the firſt I ſhall take 


notice of, is that right, which our merchants. 


and ſailors have, to fail with their ſhips on any 
part of the ſeas of America, providing they do 


not touch at any place poſſeſſed by the Spa- 
niards, with a deſign to carry on a trade or 


traffick with the inhabitants. This is a right, 
Sir, which is common to us with all other na- 
tions, and therefore, by allowing ourſelves to 


be diſturbed in the enjoyment of ſuch a right, 
we not only betray the rights of our own ſub- 
jects, but we betray the rights of mankind in 
general. A nation may, when not reſtrained 
by particular treaties, forbid foreigners to ſail to, 
or traffick in, the ports, havens, or ereeks, 
within their dominions, becauſe in theſe they 
may have an abſolute property; but no nation 
can have ſuch a property in the open ſeas, as 
may intitle them to interrupt the ſhips. of other 
CO" ly * bvations, 
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F o nations, in their 
ſeas, about their lawful buſineſs. A man's ſhip 
js his houle;/'and it is by the law of nations a 


"= ay do this the” mote freely ald feeutely,”it is, 


* 
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paſſage, to and fro, upon thoſe 


© treſpaſs to enter into it againſt his will, unleſs 
he that enters has ſome dominion or juriſdiction 
© over him. Accordingly, the Spaniards have, ever 
© ſince they firſt got any ons in America, 
made it unlawful for the ips of foreign nations 
© to fail to any of the ports or havens, or other 
places poſleffed by the ſubjects of the King of 
* W in that part of the world, in order to 
on any trade or traffick with the inhabi- 


* tants; but they never could have, by the law 


© of nations; nor have they ever, till of late 


2 5 years, pretended to any dominion or juriſdiction 


'© over the open ſeas of America, nor to any right 


nl or title to enter into and ſearch the ſhips of fo- 


« reign nations failing upon thoſe ſeas. They 


© therefore can have no right to interrupt, much 


< leſs to ſearch any Britiſh ſhip, failing upon the 
open ſeas of America, unleſs they have got it by 
« ſome particular treaty between the two crowns. 
Now, Sir, they are ſo far from having got 
* any ſuch right by any treaty between the two 


_ © crowns, that by the 8th article of the treaty 


made in the year 1670, which has been con- 
fumed by every treaty ſince that time, it is ſti- 

© pulated only,.“ That the ſubjects of the 
* two contracting 2 reſpectively, ſhall for- 


„ bear and abſtain from ſailing to, and trafficking 
=... in, the ports and ds. which have fortifica- 


4 tions, caſtles,” or ware-houſes, or in other places 


. 2 By the other party. — Conſequently 
c I 


ſubſets of both may lawfully, with regard 


to 'one another, fail to, and triffiete in, every 


port, haven, and other place in America, not 
© poſſeſſed by the other; and that both fi ubſects 


TW WITT OTTO 


| « one or the other 0 


< ſub) ects have ſuch a ri ght as 
* and therefore my Tg motion ſhall be, to «ok 
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„ ſtipulated, . That the freedom of naviga- 
40 tion ought, by No manner of means, to be in- 
< terry pted, when there is nothing committed 
44 contrary to the true ſenſe and meaning of that 
« trea Which evidently ſhews, that no 
* Brits ſhip ought to be ſo much as interrupted 
« in her navigation by any Spaniſh ſhip, unleſs 
© ſhe is actually failing to or from, and trafficking 
in, ſome place poſſeſſed by the King of Spain. 
© And this will be ſtill more evident, if we con- 
< fider. the whole of this 1 5th article; for by the 
« firſt part of it, tis declared. That that 


* treaty ſhall no way det erogate from any prehe- 


* minence, right, or er which either the 

the contracting parties, 
, have in the ſeas, ſtraits, or freſh waters of 
* America z and, that they ſhall haye and retain 
the ſame, in as full and ample a manner, as of 


right ought to belong to them.” —— Then fol- 


. 


low theſe words, —— © Be it however under- 
e ſtood, that the freedom of navigation ought, 
"<6 by. no manner of means, to be interrupted, 
'< when there i is ins committed contrary to 
< the, ſenſe and meaning of this treaty.” —— 


„ rom hence we may ſee, that the laſt part. of 


g 
'66 


$ this article is by way of exception to the firſt ; 


2 9 that though each party is to continue to ep- 
« oy every preheminence, right, and fi igniory, 
before held, yet neither party is to make uſe 
of any ſuch peheminence, right, or fi igniory, 
«& as to interrupt the reedom of navigation, 


© when nothing, has been committed contrary to 


© the true ſenſe and meaning of the 8th articÞ, 
* before mentioned. 
From what I have faid, Sir, it is N our 
SF have mentioned; 


** clare, « That. it is the natural and undoubted 
« right of .d ud, „ a wit thi hip 


ng 
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d. on any part of the "ſeas of America, to and 
« from any part of his Majeſty's dominions ; 
rand that the ſizing and contiſcating ſuch ſhips, 


Pk ——8s are_not failing and trafficking in the 


orts and havens, which have fortifications, 

* caſtles, magazines or warehouſes, or in. other 

« places poſleſſed by the ſubjects of the King 
« of Spain, ——is contrary to equity and juſtice, 
I and a manifeſt violation of the treaties ſubfiſt- 
CI in between the two crowns.” . 

« But, Sir, as it would not, perhaps, be thought 

1 "Air to deſire a queſtion upon this motion, with- 
t out having previouſly given you notice of all 
the following P ropoſſtions or motions, I intend 
to make upon this occaſion, I ſhall ſtate and ex- 
plain every one of them regularly, in the SE 
1 I am to make them, before I defire your o 
nion upon the propoſition J have now ma . 
For this purpoſe I muſt acquaint you, that the 
© next right, which I think ought now to be 
Cy eſtabliſhed” 2 4 reſolution of this houſe, is, 
that which the ſubj eds. of Great Britain have, 
© to carry. in their ſkips all ſorts of goods, mer- 

© chandize, or effects, from one part of his Ma- 
' jeſty's dominions to any other part of his Ma. 

J s dominions. This right, Sir, is likewiſe 
2 right, which we enjoy in common with all 
+ other nations; for the ſubjects of every ſtate 
© have a right to carry in their ſhips whatever 

© goods they pleaſe,” from one part of their domi- 
© nions to another, unleſs the tranſporting of ſuch 
goods be prohibited by a law amongft them- 
« ſelves. In this caſe it is ridiculous to talk of 
goods made. contraband by the laws of any 
71 other nation; becauſe no nation has a right to 

3 the ſubſects of 15 other independent 
© nation, t Sith rt any ſort of goods from one 
part of their b dominions to another. The 


« Spaniards 1 may as "wel pretend that we ſhall not 


6 . 


\ 
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< tranſport gold or filver, or . from 

( Briſtol to London, as to ſay, that we ſhall not 

- 12 any ſuch commodity from Jamaica to 
om; and they * ſend their 

« 2 Cofta's into _ ritiſh. channel, to ſearch 


tour ſhips in their paſſage ſrom Briftol.to London, 


and to ſeize them, if any ſuch goods: ſhould be 
* found on board, as to dend Guards Coftd's to 
ſearch our ſhips-on their paſſage from. Jamaica, 
£ or any other of our dominious in America, to 
6 Londen and to ſeize them, in caſe of their find- 
ing any ſuch. goods on board. Indeed, as uſur- 
pations are things of a quick growth, and ex- 
< tremely fertile, if we continue in our preſent 
lethargy but a few years longer, I do not know 
but I may hear, that the mouth of the Thames 
is beſet with Spaniſh Guarda Cofta's, in order to 


plexſe to call contraband goods: Nay, I do not 


it had not been for our neighbours the Dutch, 
who, I believe, draw moſt of our Spaniſb gold 
and ſilver away from us; and therefore would 
not tamely allow a trade, even of ours, to be 
Interrupted, by which they are ſo great gainers. 
\ © Contraband, Sir, is a foreign term, which 
< ſignifies the ſame with what we call prohibited; 

and as any nation, not reſtrained; by particular 
* treaties, may make a law for prohibiting the 
«importation or exportation of any particular ſort 


3 a K De N 


of goods they pleaſe, into or from their own 


« dominions, the goods ſo prohibited are, by the 
' © Spaniards and ſome other foreigners, called con- 
< traband goods. Of theſe, foreigners who trade 
<« with them are obliged to take notice; and may 
© be puniſhed, if they tranſgreſs the laws of the 
« country with which they trade : But foreigners 
ty e have no deſign to carry on any trade in 
912715 G 4 6 that 
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ſeize all Britiſb ſhips, ſailing in or out, that 
hall be found to have on board what they may 


ow but this might have happened already, if 
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that country; nor to touch at any of its ports, 


have no ee Taſer ie; 27 notice of 


hat goods are made contraband in that coun- 
c try; nor can they be puniſhed, though _ 
fail, in the open ſeas, along the coaſts of tha 
country, with ſuch goods on board; for no 
goods are fe m contraband, it is the law 


f of a particular country that makes goods con- 


© traband; and Where the laws of that coun = 
d 


have n force, whe Ew i N 
7 LOR $3436: 


1. can have any ee — 
band goods on board; for the very trade ieſelf 
£ is contraband; and confequiently all the goods 
©. on board, of whatever kind, muſt be contra- 
band, and N and cargo may be ſeized and 


made p Nay, if ſhe had not one ſhil- 
* ling's — of any ſort of goods on beard, the 
p ſhip may be ſeized and made prize of; but in 
© either caſe, ſhe is not ſeiged for having contra- 
band goods on board, but for bing been en- 


* paged in an unlawful trade. 


7 This, Sir; is the ſtate of the caſe with reſp 
to contraband: goods; and if we examine the 


fundamental treaties between Spain and us, 


FH 


4 
( 

I mean the treaty of 1667 and 1670, we ſhall 
7 


find thetm-exaRtly agreeable 40-the caſe "as T 


* have ſtated it. In the treaty of 1667, which 


4 regulates the trade between Britain and Spain in 
< general, there is mention made of contraband 
1 goods Woe: one may "Tees! that "I 
2 * © | ( ere 


* JJ... B25 
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< there is any mention made of nn | 
band, it relates only to the trade between Bri- 
ftain and Ou Spain; and with reſpect to that 
5. trade; it is determined by that treaty, what ſort 
of goods ſhall be deemed contraband; and 2 
method is ' particularly preſcribed, . which, the 
* Spaniards are obliged to obſerve, hos; vi- 
+ ki Bring ſhip 9 the 
<. ports: of C in ſearch 3 
W 8 22 in the treaty of 1670, which 
+ + 3h hentwinde ion regulating our mutual affairs 
in America, the word contraband is not ſo much 
* as once mentioned in the whole treaty; and the 
renxfon is very plain; for where there is no trade, 
* there can be no ſuch thing as contraband goods; 


and as all trade in that part of the world, be. 


tween the ſubjects of the tw O con par- 
<- ties,” was, by that very treaty, expreſsiy orbid, 
« therefore it would have been abſurd to have 

made any regulations about contraband goods. 
know, Sir, the Spaniardt pretend, that thoſe 

6 goods which they ridiculouſly call contraband, 
art goods; which can be had no where but in 
their plantations in America; and that therefore, 
if any ſuch goods e found on board any of our 
ſhips in thoſe ſeas, it ĩs a certain proof that ſuch 
< ſhips have been carrying on an unlawful trade 
on their coaſts in that part of the world: But T 
likewiſe know, Sir, that this fact i is falſe. There 
are no goods that can be found in the Spaniſb 
ſettlements, but what may be found, and may 
be purchaſed, in our on ſettlements; even 
t Spaniſh: Piſtoles and Pieces of Eight may be 
found in our ſettlements, without any of our 
ſubjects having been engaged in an unlawful 
trade with their ſettlements; beeauſe, beſides 
the lawful trade now carried on between our 
* South-Sea company and their ſettlements, the 
. Nam — „ ſend © Patt 
ettle- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
fettlements for proviſions, and theſe proviſions 


purchaſe either with the current coin of 


— or with goods of the produce of their 
ſettlements in America; and theſe goods, or this 


money, being thus lawfully brought to our ſet- 


tlements, . ſurely our ſhips. may take them on 


board, and may bring them to Britain, without 
0 having ever been engaged in an unlawful trade 
with the Spaniſb ſettlements in America. 


But ſuppoſing, Sir, that ſome Spaniſh . 


or ſilver, either in bars, or in Piſtoles and Pieces 


of Eight, or a parcel of goods of the growth of 
the Spaniſb ſettlements in America, had been 


originally brought from thence by means of an 
unlawful 3 ſuppoſe ſuch a thing could be 

fully proved, —— 

if thoſe effects be once landed in any of our 

ſettlements, and there ſold to a fair purchaſer, 


TI think is impoſſible; yet 


and. by him put on beard a ſhip, in order to be 


carried to any other port in the Britiſh domint- | 
ons, I inſiſt upon it, that the Spaniards. have no 


right to ſearch that ſhip, and much leſs to ſeize 
and make prize of her, or of any part of her 
cargo; for nothing can entitle them to ſeize, 
and make prize of a Britiſb ſhip, but her being 
actually found ſailing to, and trafficking in, the 
ports, havens, or places poſſeſſed by the ſubjects 


of the King of Spain in America. Surely, Sir, 


an illicit trade with the Spaniſb ſettlements in 
America, does not fix ſuch a vitium reale 

the goods ſo brought from thence, that they 
may be ſeized or reclaimed by the Spaniards, 


wherever, and whenever, they can afterwards 


find them; and that notwithſtanding their ha- 


ving been ſold to a fair purchaſer in an open 
market: This would be lo 


owing the Spantards 
a greater privilege, with reſpect to goods pur- 
chaſed; from them at an equitable price, though 


a! by:n means of an illicit trade, than is uſually al- 


© lowed - 
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© Jowed to an owner of ſtolen goods by any law 
< in the world. It is a privilege which was never 
granted them by any nation; and if we ſhould 
through fear of a war make them ſuch a con- 
< ceffion, I ſhould expect that they would ſoon 
pretend to come and ſearch our Bank and all 
our goldſmiths and other ſhops in London, in 
order to ſeize and carry off all the Spaniſh gold 


and filver they found; for if they can, by the 
© means they have uſed, obtain but one unjuſt 
| © conceſſion, no man can tell how far they may 
© afterwards go, or where their compaſſion to- 


© wards us may induce them to ſtop. 
Upon this point, Sir, I have been the more 
particular, becauſe I think the Spaniſh miniſters 


and our miniſters together, have by their me- 
morials quite confounded it. By confounding 


* the treaty of 1667 with that of 1670, the Spa- 


* iſþ-miniſters have inſiſted, and ours ſeem to 


have admitted, that there may be ſuch a thing 


© as contraband goods on board Hritiſb ſhips, ſail- 
ing in the ſeas of America; which I have ſhewn 
to be impoſſible: With reſpect to our South-Sea 


* company's ſhips, there may, indeed, for what 


I know, be contraband goods on board; but as 


they are the only Britiſb ſhips that are allowed 


to carry on any traffick in the Spaniſo ports of 
America, they are the only Britiſb ſhips in thoſe 


© ſeas, that can be ſuppoſed to have any contra 


band goods on board; therefore, I am ſurprized 
© to find, that our miniſters ever allowed the word 
* contraband to be brought into the diſpute; at 
© leaſt I am ſurprized, that upon its being firſt 
mentioned, they did not explain the point much 
more clearly than I find they have done in any 
of their memorials; for this ſeems to be the 
principal point in diſpute between us, and ought 
© therefore to have been explained in the moſt 


clear and ſuccin& manner. 
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« other part of the Britiſb dominionz; and Fat 
no goods, merchandize, or effects, being ſo 

« carried, are, by the law. of nations, or any 
< treaty between the two crowns, to be deem 
“or taken as contraband goods ; and that Wo 


_ < ſearching of ſuch ſhips on the open ſeas, un- 


injurious to the trade of this di 
4 a Violation of the law of nations, and an in- 


<« fraction of the treaties Gubſiſting between the 


« der ie of finding contraband. 


« two crowns.” 


«I muſt now take notice, Sir, of the right 


2 © which the ſubjefts of Great Britain have to 


poſſeſſions i in the proyince of Jucatan, and to 
n IO wood in the bay of Campechey. This is 


© a right peculiar to c nation; but it 26 5 


8 which the Spaniards caunot, with the leaſt 
© dow of reaſon, controvert, becauſe we were in 
ſſeſſion of lands in that province, and were in 
po P 
< uſe to cut logwood wherever we pleaſed in that 
6 bay, long before, and at the time of the treaty 


of 16703 and fince by the ſeventh article of 


that treaty it is expreſsly ſtipulated, ——*< That 


e the King of Great Britain, his heirs and ſuc- 
r ſhall have, hold, keep, and. always 


« poſſeſs, in full right of ſovereignty, figniory, 


| 50 poſſeſſion, and propriety, all the lands, coun- 
* tries, iſlands, colonies, and other places, be 
4 tbey what. they will, lying. and ſituate in the 
1 „ or in any part of America, which 


bo the 
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« the faid King of Great Britain and his ſubjects 


4e now hold and poſſeſs; inſomuch that From, nei- 


ther ean, nor-ought hereafter to be conteſted or 
« called in queſtion, upon any account, or under 
« any pretence whatſoever ;”——therefore it muſt 

« be granted, we have an unconteſtable right to 

« poſleſs the ſame lands in that province, and to 
cut logwood in that bay z. unleſs it could be 
+ ſhewn, that we have by ſome treaty ſince that 
© time given it up. But fo far otherwiſe, that 
this treaty, —_ this very right, has been con- 
* firmed by every treaty between the two crowns 
« ſince that time; and by the firſt article of the 
< treaty of commerce at Utrecht, this right is not 
only confirmed, but farther explained, by the 
addition of theſe remarkable words,“ with- 


cut prejudice to any liberty or power which 


« the ſubfects of Great Britain enjoyed, either 
„ through right, fufferance, or indulgence,” 
* But, Sir, to put this matter beyond all dif- 
s pute, I muſt acquaint you, that as ſoon as the 


Sdaniards began to conteſt this right with us, 


< which was very ſoon after the treaty of Utrecht, 
v notwithſtanding the "words I have mentioned, 
© his late Majeſty referred it to the board of 
© trade, and that beard, after a ſtrict enquiry, 


and full information, reported. That the 


& ſaid American treaty did eſtabliſn a right in the 


crown of Great Britain to the Laguna de Ner- 


« minos in the province of Fucatan, and the parts 
ce adjacent; thoſe places at the time of the trea- 
* ty, and for ſome years before, being a 
in the poſſeſſion of the wit fubjets,” 
From what I have ſaid, Sir, is is plain, that 
© this right is ſtill in the crown of Great Britain, 
and therefore the third reſolution I am to pro- 
poſe mall be, that it may be reſolved,. That 
che fubjets of Great Britain did hold and poſ- 
l lande in the 8 of Fucatan in Am- 


0 ”_ rica, 
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« rica, antecedent to, and at the time of, the 
« treaty of 1670; which treaty confirmed. the 
<« right to each contracting party, of ſuch lands 
<< or places as either did at that time hold and 
< poſſeſs; and that the * of Great Britain 
« then had, and have at all times ſince claimed a 
<« right of cutting logwood in the bay of Cam- 
<« pechey, and enjoyed the ſame without interrup- 
tion, till of late years; which ben ſeems fur- 
<« ther particularly ſecured to us, by the manner 
ce in which the firſt article of the treaty of com- 
« merce at Utrecht, confirms the treaty of 1670, 
« with theſe remarkable words, — without preju- 
« dice to any liberty or power, whith the ſubjects 
„ Great Britain enjoyed, either through right, 
« ſufferance,. or indulgence,” | 


I ͤam now come, Sir, to the laſt right which 
1 ſhall take notice of upon the preſent occaſion, 
« which is that right our ſubjects have to gather 


s falt in the iſland of Tartygas, an uninhabited 


<« 1ſland+in_ the Weſt-Indies, "which the Spaniards 
<« ſay belongs to them, but by what right I do 
not know; for they have neither fort, caſtle, 
nor warehouſe, upon the iſland, nor any other 
« fign of poſſeſſion that I know of. However, 
« ſuppoſe they have the property, or rather the 
« dominion of that iſland, tis certain we were in 
< uſe, and claimed a right to gather falt there, 


before, and at the time of the treaty in 1670 


< therefore this right was confirmed to us by that 
< treaty, and reconfirmed by the treaty. of com- 
< merce at Utrecht; but this is not all, Sir, with 
< reſpe&t to this right, we have an expreſs, and 
2 particular convention between Spain and us 
to plead in its favour. By the third article of 
© the- treaty of commerce between Great Britain 
and * i 3 at N in tr year 
© 1715, this right or privilege is expreſsly con- 
«firmed in ole words, His Catholick Ma- 
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* « jeſty 
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jeſty permits che ſaid * (meaning Britiſp) 
40 having enjoyed this liberty in the reign of 


King Charles II. without interruption.” 


From all theſe treaties, and from a poſſeſſion 
c almoſt uninterrupted for above ſixty years, one 
« would have thought, Sir, the Spaniards would 
never have attempted to diſturb us in the poſ- 
« ſeflion of a right, ſo often, ſo folemnly, ſo ex- 
preſaly, and fo particularly confirmed; but no 
words, no treaties, can defend the rights of a 


its ſcabbard. Notwithſtanding all theſe treaties, 


our fleet of merchant ſhips, that was gathering 
ſalt upon that iſland, fired ſeveral broad-fides 
upon one of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, ſerving 
as their convoy, took and made prize of four 
of the merchant ſhips, and would have taken 
a great many more of them, if it had not been 
for the good conduct and gallant behaviour of 
the gentleman that commanded the man of 
war, then ſerving as their convoy; who, not- 
withſtanding the great ſuperiority of the ene- 


ſhips got off, and thereby ſhewed to the Spani- 
ards, that their impunity was not owing to the 
cowardiſe of our ſea-captains, but to the tameneſs 
of our miniſters. As that gentleman then ſhew- 
ed that he had courage to- offend, as well as 
conduct to defend, I hope, if we do come to 


1 rupture with Spain, he will be one of the 


< firſt that ſhall be commiſſioned. | _ 

This outrage, Sir, was not committed by 
ſtealth, or by perſons not properly commiſſion- 
ed: It was not committed by common Guarda 
© Cofta's, who, often, have their commiſſions 
only from the Spaniſh governors in America. 
No, Sir, it was eommitted openly, W 


of Tortugas, they 


nation, when their ſword ſeems to be ruſted in 


the Spaniards, about ſix years ſince, attacked 


my, kept them in play, till moſt of our merchant 


a 
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and by Spaniſb men of War, bearing the 
of 8 Spain's. commiſſion, and having exp 965 2 4 
ſtru 


6. 
o 
ſtructions from his governors for what they did. 

Theſe inſtructions, Sir; were not to perſuade, 
< but to compel, as all inſtructions to ſhips of 
wür ought to be; for fleets or armies were 
< never, till of late years, ſent out as orators 
or ambaſſadors; they were never ſerit out but 

« againſt thoſe that had been found to be obſti- 
nate; and the obſtinate were generally at laſt 
© obliged to pay the charges of fitting them out. 
+ For my part, Sir, Lam ſurprized, that ſuch 

3 Res open and avowed inſult upon the flag; and 

the crown of Great ein, was not pur- 

4 . with immediate v : J am ſurprized 
ve had tlie patience. to ſend to the court of 
© Spain. to demand ſatisfaction and reparation 5 
<and yet, Sir, I do not find that we have hi- 

< therto received hs: * for —. affront, 
nor any reparation for the damage done. Nay, 
< the. Spaniſb court ſeems to mind it ſo. little, 
that they have not ſo much as once mentioned 
it in their laſt memorial. This affair, I muſt 

„ fay, Sir, puts me in mind of the ſtory of a 

gentleman, who, upon receiving a box on the 
< ear,” aſfed him that gave it, if he was in jeſt 
< or in earneſt; and upon the other's anſwering, 
he was in great earneſt, the honeſt gentleman 
« replied only, I am glad you are, Sir, for I do 
© not like ſuck jeſts. Vhether we have had our 

joke upon this occaſſon, if do not know; but l 

* hope the nation will not content itſelf. vu af 
turning a joke for ſuch a ſerious blow... | 

It is not reſtitution, Sir, it is not . 
that can ato e for ſuch anavoned-infult 3 no- 

* thing, can ſatisfy the honour of the | Brizyhb 
crown, or of the Britiſb flags. but che — 

a of a condign puniſhment upon theſe 


* chat commited the onde or upon the pe 


W 
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©. 25 governor. that gave the inſtructions. Either 


the one or the other muſt be hung up; and, I 
< think, hung in chains too, upon the - iſland 
<-wherethe outrage and robbery was committed, 
© as a monument of Britiſb reſentment. If we 
are negotiating, if we continue to - negotiate, 
© this: ought to be inſiſted on as a preliminary; 
and if it is not granted as a preliminary, we 
© ought immediately to break off negotiations, 
and revenge ourſelves upon the country, that 
dares to protect ſuch criminals; for if we allow 
«ſuch an affront as this to paſs. unrevenged, I 
will take upon me to foretel, that the Spa- 


© niards will perform no promiſe they make to 


0 


us, nor obſerve any treaty they conclude. 

However, Sir, I ſhall be for leaving it en- 
© tirely to his Majeſty to determine, what ſatiſ- 
faction or reparation ought to be deemed ſuffi- 


cient; but as to the right we have of gather- 


ing ſalt in that iſland, I think it ought to be 
© afferted by a reſolution of this houſe; there 
© fore, © the fourth propoſition I ſhall make to 
you, ſhall be, to reſolve, ** That the attacking 
e i fleet of Britiſh ſhips, - gathering ſalt in the 
« iſland of Tortugas, then under convoy of one 
„his Majeſty's ſhips of war, by two men of 
„ war belonging to the King of Spain, firing on 
<« the convoy, and taking four of the ſaid ſhips, - 
„% was a notorious infraction of the convention 
* ſigned at Madrid, December 14, 1715, and an 


high inſult on the honour due to the flag of 


n © Hig dn Be: > 
. + Having thus, Sir, mentioned and explained 

© the ſeveral rights of this nation in America, 
* which I take to be of ſuch conſequence, that 
they ought to be particularly eſtabliſned and 
« afferted, in the mot ſolemn and the moſt ex- 
© plicit manner, by the reſolutions” of Farlia- 
ment; I ſhall next take notice, that it not 
J 7 oa : © raph © only 
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D only appears, that every one of theſe rights is 
© now con by the court of Spain; but that 
Lit has been proved at our bar, that the ſubjects 
s of this nation have been difturbed and inter- 
* rupted in the exerciſe of every one of them, 

© by the Spaniſb Guarda Cifta*s in America. The 
* Spaniards have of late years not only ſeized 


FS 
and confiſcated our merchant-ſhips,: for carrying 
on 


* 
4 | 
on their lawful trade in the iſland of Turiugas 
© and bay of Campechey ; but they have ftopt, 
© ſearched, and plundered them, for failing upon 
the open ſeas of America; and have even ſeized 
and made prize of them, for tranſporting ſome 
© forts of goods from one part of his Majeſty's 
dominions to another, in manifeſt violation of 
the known rights and privileges of the Britiſh 
© nation. 1 5 . 
FTheſe are rights, Sir, which are all ſo firmly 
eſtabliſned to us by treaties; they are rights 
Fhich we have been ſo long in poſſeſſion of, 
that I am ſurprized how the Spaniards could 
< find a pretence for controverting any one of 
them; but when I conſider the great ſuperi- 
6 ority of our naval force, and the great expence 
wie have been at of late years in fupporting 
© that naval force, and in fitting out almoſt eve- 
© ry year formidable ſquadrons, I am much ſur- 
N rized to find, that the Spaniards have been ſo 
long allowed not only to controvert, but actu- 
ally to interrupt and diſturb us in the poſſeſ- 
* fion and exerciſe of thoſe rights. If they had 
* reſted ſatisfied with denying that we had any 
* ſuch rights, if they had "refuſed to acknow- 
© ledge them in direct and explicit terms, we 
might, for the ſake of peace, have ſubmitted 
* to ſuch a piece of injuſtice ; but their plunder- 
© ing and making prize of our merchant-ſhips, 
© for exereiſing any of thoſe rights, is an injury 
* which we cannot in honour ſubmit to; _ 


N * a * * „ as - 


A. 1798. DEB ATE 8. 


4 
= 


o 
” 
0 
« 
3 
C 


ec. 


c 


. 
o 


_ 
& 
(4 
0 
c 
0 
0 
c 
c 
c 
c 

— f 
0 
0 
0 
c 
c 
0 
5 
0 
0 
6 
c 
c 


their pretending to ſtop, ſearch, or ſeize, uns 
der any pretence whatſoever, thoſe Britiſh ſhips 


which they find ſailing upon the open ſeas, ei- 


ther in America or elſewhere, is an uſurping of 
a right or dominion which 1s inconſiſtent with 
our trade, and is therefore what we ought to 
have oppoſed with all our might, at the very 


beginning; for uſurpations of every kind ga- 


ther ſtrength from their continuance, and that 


which was at firſt a moſt unjuſt and a moſt 


violent uſurpation, may at laſt become a ſet- 
tled and an uncontrovertible right. 

© I muſt confeſs, Sir, that from our conduct 
of late years, I am apt to ſuſpect, . there are 


ſome amongſt us, who think the matters now 


in diſpute between Spain and us, of ſo little 


conſequence; that no one of them is worth 
our contending for. If there be any ſuch gen- 
tlemen in this houſe, it would be eaſy to ſhew, 
that they are moſt egregiouſly miſtaken; it 
would be eaſy to demonſtrate, that every one 
of the rights 1 have mentioned, is of ſuch 
conſequence to our, trade (which 1s the chief 
ſupport of our riches and power, and the only 
ſupport of our naval power) that we ought to 
contend for it, as if we were contending pre 
aris & focis; but I cannot well ſuppoſe there 


are any ſuch gentlemen in this houſe, and 
therefore I ſhall not at preſent enlarge upon 
this point; becauſe, by our being now in a 
committee, I have a privilege of ſpeaking 


again upon the ſame ſubject; and that privi- 


lege I ſhall beg leave to make uſe of, if 1 hear 


any gentleman pretend to inſinuate (for I know 


it will not be directly aſſerted) that none of the 


rights I have mentioned are worth the care of 


à Britiſh Parliament. 


For this reaſon I ſay, Sir, I ſhall not now 
inſiſt upon the great * of all or 14 
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2 of the matters, which the Spaniards, have been 
of late tamely allowed to diſpute wic us; and 
as I believe no gentleman will ſay, but that it 
- © has been fully proved at our bar, that our 
* merchants have been plundered, our ſhips un- 
« juſtly ſeized and confiſcated, and our ſeamen 
.* cruelly uſed; therefore, without making an 
a. * ungrateful repetition of the indignities and in- 
« juries which have been proved at our bar, I 

| : * ſhall mention to you the fifth motion I deſign 
to make; which is, That for many years laſt 
« paſt, the liberty of navigation in the Ameri- 
can ſeas. hath been unjuſtly diſturbed by the 
.* Spaniards, under pretence of ſearching for and 
e finding illicit trade; the Britiſh ſhips unlaw- 
fully ſeized upon the open ſeas, plundered, 
, and confiſcated; the ſailors robbed, inhuman- 
ly tortured, impriſoned, and made ſlaves; z to 
« the orievous loſs of the merchants, the ob- 
& ſtruction of the commerce, and the diſnonour 
.< of the nation.“ | 
And the laſt Coptic I ſhall make to you, 
Sir, upon this occaſion, ſhall be, That, not- 
* withſtanding the repeated application of, Par- 
En « liament, the treaty of Seville, and the aſſuran- 
ces ſo frequently given to the merchants, of 
procuring reparation for their loſſes and ill- 
0 uſage; and notwithſtanding the expectation 
« of the nation, of receiving juſt and ample ſa- 
« tisfaction for the cruelties exerciſed on its 
4 ſubjects, and the inſults offered to itſelf; no- 
thing has, in ſo many years, been obtained 
4 from the court of Spain, effectually to ſatisfy 
«the loſſes, repair the injuries, or retrieve the 
« honour of the nation; tho? the ſaid treaty of 
2. Seville, ſo adyantagecus to Spain, hath been 
wy on executed on 1 PRE; of Great Bri 
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. +: Fhis likewiſe, Sir, is a propoſition which I 


cannot think any gentleman in this houſe will 
pretend to oppoſe, at leaſt I cannot ſuggeſt to 
< myſelf any plauſible reaſon for / oppoſing ix 
Every gentleman knows, how many petitions 
< have been preſented to this houſe by our plun- 


dered merchants and ſeamen: For ſeveral years, 


< we have ſeldom been a ſeſſion without having 
one or more ſuch petitions preſented to us: 
Upon theſe applications we have already twice 
< addreſſed the crown: We have already twice 
© declared, that we would ſupport the crown in 
any meaſures that ſhould ſeem neceſſary for 
vindicating the rights and the honour of the 
nation; ſo that if our fellow - ſubjects ſtill remain 
unſ⸗ atisfied, if thoſe ravages and depredations | 
are. ſtill continued and multiplied upon us, if 
the honour of the nation ſtill lies groveling in 
the duſt, the fault cannot be laid at our door, 
Our miniſters cannot excuſe themſelves, as ſome 
miniſters have formerly been apt to do, by ſay- 
ing, that the Parliament refuſed to ſupport 
them in thoſe meaſures that were neceſſary for 
protecting the trade, or vindicating the honour 
of the nation; and, indeed, J muſt ſay, if ne- 
gotiation, if letters, memorials and repreſenta- 
tions, had been methods proper or ſufficient 
for obtaining redreſs, it appears from the piles 
of papers that have been laid before us, that 
our miniſters have not been remiſs in endea- 
vouring to obtain ſatisfaction and reparation for 
the injuries and inſults we have met with; but, 
in my opinion, they have very much miſtaken 
the methods proper to be made uM of upon 
* ſuch occaſionss. 

It is amazing, Sir, 70 wha He 2 view. of he 


* heaps of letters, memorials, and repreſentations, 


* which we have already before us, relating to 
this affair. They look more like the papers 
1 ff... m—_— 
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ing to an hereditary ſuit in a court of 


an like the papers belonging to a ne- 
between two Sram and indepen- 


Jent nations. In a ſuit at law, or in equity, it 


1 is the buſineſs of thoſe who carry on the ſuit, 


0 prevent its being ſpeedily brought to a con- 
_ * cluſion, becauſe they get ſo much by it yearly, 


and termly, as long as the ſuit continues, and 


ht 5.thoſe annual profits muſt ceaſe. as ſoon as the 


+ ſuit is at an end; and as they 7 paid by the 
© ſheet, without any regard to. the matter, it is 


3 their intereſt to heap proceſs upon proceſs, and 


* in eyery paper to be as verboſe and prolix. as 


their invention can ſuggeſt. But 5 
b are never paid by the ſheet,” nor ought they 


* be made to expect their chief reward till — 


155 * the negotiation is brought to a concluſion ; 


| $ therefore it is not their intereſt to be verboſe, 
or to heap memorial upon memorial; nor is it 
* their intereſt to ſpin out a negotiation, It can- 

$ not be imagined, that any negotiation we have 


F been lately concerned in, was ever ſpun out for 
* the ſake of continuing ſalaries to the negotia- 
* tors; nor can it be ſuppoſed, that letters, me- 


morials, or repreſentations have been multiplied 
bor extended, for the ſake of adding to, or in- 


L creaſing the falaries of thoſe who were concern- 
+ ed in drawing them up; therefore I cannot a- 


void being ſurprized at the multitude and the 
* len th of thoſe, papers, which ſeem to belong 
to the late negotiations between Spain and us. 


2 Beſides, Sir, in all negotiations it is general - 
0 ly the duty of the negotiators, of one fide or 
$ — to bring the negotiation to a ſpeedy iſſue; 

but where a nation has been injured, and is in 
a condition to revenge itſelf, it is more particu- 


af larly incumbent upon its negotiators to. bring 
©  $ the negotiation to an immediate iſſue, of one 
6 9 or other; and for that purpoſe, to be ſhort 


and 
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reply, the deliver, and perem in ev 
"0M Sinan® > hey — When 23 wo 
of a nation are invaded, it is ridiculous to enter 
into a tedious and me etaplryſical diſcuſſion of 
© the point of right; and ſtill more ridiculous to 
— —.— long anſwers to every quirk that may be 
made uſe of by the adverſe party; for the coun- 


= cils of nations are never to be ſwayed by ſubtle 


© arguing, nor is it conſiſtent with the dignity of 


| © Sovereigns to plead their cauſe, like barriſters 


* pleading the cauſe of their clients before a court 


* Mp 
4 hen an independent and a powerful Sove- 


* reign has been injured, he that ſpeaks in his 


name, Sir, may explain the nature of the injury 


chat has been done, and ought to wait a'reaſon- 

able time for an anſwer: He may even go 
8 the length of a reply; but if any ſophiſtical ar- 
; '*. guments or deluſiye evaſions have been made 
* uſe of in the anſwer given him, he ought to 
think it beneath the character he bears; to take 
* n of them in his reply; and —— concluſion 
demand Kl —8 a time Un ked. This 
* 10 W cee length a Sovereign ought to go, 
if he be at that time in any tolerable condition 
< for doing himſelf juſtice; and if we had made 
© uſe of this method of negotiation with Spain, I 
am convinced the inſults and injuries put upon 
us by that nation, would have been far leſs nu- 
© merous, and leſs rr r for us, than they 
are at preſent. 


For this — Sir, if our negotiations muſt 


be continued yet a while longer, I hope they 
vill be put upon a different footing, and carri- 
ed on in a different manner, from what they 
have been; but for my part, I do not ſee what 


* ſecurity we _— any negotiation or 
rreaty ; 


* : * 
- 8 
1 , 
. 
* 


and — — anfwer, or 


PAxLtAMENTARY A. 1738. 
+ $ treaty; for though the treaty of Seville be not 
? ſuch a one as it ought to be, and might have 
s been, if the ſquadrons we were at the expenee 
of fitting out about that time, had received or- 
ders to compel as well as perſuade, yet by that 
treaty the crown of Spain engaged itſelf, almoſt 
1 as expreſsly as it can, I believe altogether as 

* expreſsly as it will, be engaged by any treaty 
* we can now obtain by peaceable means, to give 
f ſatisfaction for all the depredations that had 
been committed before that time, and to pre- 
t vent any ſuch for the future. By the very firſt 
* article of that treaty, all former treaties were 
 . renewed and confirmed; and by the firſt ſepa- 
7 rate article, moſt of the treaties between the two 
- erbvens are particularly mentioned, and again 
0 expreſsly confirmed; from whence we may ſee, 
that the crown of Spain was engaged by that 
t treaty, as much as it can be by general words in 
any treaty; to prevent any injuries being done 
t by — ſubjeQts of Spain to the ſubjects of Great 
. 1 Tis true, the treaty of 1670 is not 

ioned among the reſt in the firſt ſeparate 
he article of the treaty of Seville nor is it mention- 
ed in the other famous treaty, made between 
Spain and us in the year 1721. Whether this 
"Gy happened by neglect, or if there was any hidden 
edeſign in not mentioning that treaty among the 
T reſt; I ſhall/ not pretend to determine ; but I 
. cannot think the Spaniards will from thence pre- 
tend to ſay, we have paſſed from, or given up 
that treaty; becauſe I do not think it is their 
* intereſt to ſay ſo; for if it could be ſuppoſed, 
that there is no ſuch treaty now ſubſiſting be- 
+ tween the two.crowns, there is nothing to hin- 
| t der us from trading with their ſubjects in New 
"== by open force; any laws or prohibitions 
1 could make againſt ſuch a trade, would be 
1 of m little 6 Even all the Guarda 
* | N l 4 
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« Coſta's-they could ſend chither, e fae 


from being able to prevent our carrying on ſuch 
a trade; becauſe we could ſend: ſufficient ſqua- 
drons of men of war to protect all our merchant- 
ſhips employed in that trade, without a breach 


of any article either in ee on 1721, or in 


4 


the treaty of Seville. 


Then, Sir, with 5610 to es FAO CIR 
that had been committed upon our merchants 
before the concluſion of that treaty; we know 
that by the fixth article thereof, eommiſſaries 


were to be appointed to examine and decide 


what concerned the ſhips and effects taken at 
fea, and alſo all our pretenſions relating to a- 
buſes committed in commerce, and all other 


pretenſions as well in the Indies as in Europe; 
and his Catholick Majeſty expreſsly engaged, 


to eauſe to be executed punctually and exactly, 
what ſhould be decided by the ſaid commiſſa- 
ries, within ſix months after the making of their 


report. Theſe commiſſaries, this nation has 


reafon to know, were accordingly appointed; 

but as the Spaniards had never, I believe, an in- 
tention to perform this engagement, they took 
care that their commiſſaries ſhould never agree 
to any report; and upon this frivolous pretence, 
I ſuppoſe, among others of the ſame kind, they 
have ever ſince refuſed to make us the leaſt ſa- 


tisfaction for any of the depredations committed 


before the concluding of that treaty, though it 
be now above eight years ſince the treaty was 


concluded, and above five years ſince the com- 
miſſaries ought to have made their report, ac- 


cording to the eighth article of the ſame treaty. 


From what I have ſaid, Sir, it will appear, 


: „ "fs * 


I think, that we can have no great expeCta- 
tions from any future treaty we can make; but 
whatever may be the ſucceſs of our preſent 
L Whatever we may as what- 


© ever 


S 


* © _ it is certain, e have 


' © manner; and therefore I hope no o — 
_ © will be made againſt that part of the reſolution 
I am to move for. Then as to the aſſurances 
© that have been given our merchants, of 4 


 < them; for which reaſon, I 
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< ever advantages we may reap from any future 
ag yet received 
no ſatisfaction or reparation, notwithſtanding 


IM 4 the expreſs promiſes made by the treaty of Le- 
| 8 ville, and notwithſtanding that treaty's punt 


< been performed by us in the moſt 


< curing reparation for their loſſes and illu 


© they have been ſo frequent, ſo expreſs, and 
are ſo well known, that I cannot think I have 


the leaſt occaſion for repeating or explaining 
I ſhall for — — 
4 conclude with begging; that gentlemen would 
< conſider for what purpoſes we fit here: We aſ- 
* ſemble in this houſe, in order to receive the 
< petitions, and hear the complaints of dur in- 
< jured ſubjects; but we are not to receive and 


hear only, we are likewife in duty bound to 


provide a remedy for the grievances they juſtly 


bw complain of, and to take the moſt effectual 


© mexfures for that purpoſe. We have twice al- 
© ready come to general reſolutions upon this 


ſubject: We have twice already found, that 
fuch general reſolutions have produced no ef- 


fect; therefore it would be unpardonable in us 


8 proceed no further upon the preſent occa- 


any gentleman wil 


< fion. Perhaps ſome gentlemen may think, we 


© ought now to go much further than I have ta- 
ken the r to ares but I cannot think 

ing thus far; 
for the CR is Br 5 
< nal rights, which ſeem of late to have been 


. neglected; becauſe, after ſuch a ſolemn and 


< publick declaration of our rights, I hope nd 
* miniſter will hereafter dare to give up any of 


8 them by treaty, or to IVE be any 


| longer 


15 „ this nation: eee table title to all thoſe 


longer incroached on and vi lated, under the 
eee c 125 3 
The next that. k 3 
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Sie, I do 2 to or in the Sir Rber 
 * leaſt to diſpute, any of the rights or privileges 74% 


Which the honourable. Bas been . 
'# pleaſed to mention. I am fully convinced, that 


« rights 57 Bears, and 1 ſhall always be as 
_ + zealous 3 
an other: Nay, I am convinced, that no Pri- 
* tp fi will to controvert any one of 
them; and therefore I ſhall readily agree with 
„ the honourable gentleman in every thing he has 
* ſaid in ſupport of thoſe rights and privileges; 
522 with him in 
upon this occa ought to be ſo. 
8 S pn Wes irs ge 
this houſe. I cannot think there is at t the 
leaſt occaſion for our coming to any ſuch reſolu- 
tions; becauſe, I believe, there is no Britiſb 
* ſubje& that will pretend to queſtion any of the 
* rights he has mentioned, or that will dare to ſay, 
+ that any one of them ought to be given n up. It. 
* ts, to be ſure, unneceſſary, and I muſt think in- 
+ conſiſtent with the dignity of this houſe, - to 
come to any reſolution for determi a queſ- 
+ tion, that is not diſputed by ny ubje&t of 
Great Britain ; and with reſpe& to , 
<. our reſolutions cannot be of any SoniGcation 3 
+ becauſe foreigners are no way bound, nor can 
© they be fore-cloſed by any of our determinations. 
N. at og ata Sir; bar g to ſuen 
s particu and peremptory reſoſutions, 18 not 
in but it would be hurtful. 8 
1 


d 
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would be puſhing the thing a great deal too far; 


© becauſe it — in my opinion, make a war 
< unavoidable. Though every one of the rights 
© and privileges the -honourable gentleman has 
been pleaſed to mention, be ſecured to us, ei- 
© ther by the law of nations, or by ſolemn _ | 
© ties, or by both; yet we all know, that they 
are now, and always have been, ſo far diſputed, 
that the court of Spain has never yet acknow- 
ledged them, in terms fo particular and fo ex- 
plicit, as the honourable gentleman has been 
< pleaſed to propoſe. In treating between ſove- 
reign and in dent powers, there arg certain 
methods and forms to be obſerved, Which are 
< abſolutely neceſſary for bringing any /treaty of 
peace, commerce, or alliance, to a concluſion. 
© A ſovereign prince ori ſtate may often be pre- 
< vailed on to acknowledge a right or privilege, 
or even to make ſome new conceſſions, by ge- 
neral words, which may be equivalent to, and 
as effectual as, the moſt expreſs and particular 


declaration; and yet that prince or ſtate would 


6 7 engage in, or continue the moſt dan- 

gerous and deſtructive war, rather than make 
« ſuch an expreſs and particular declaration. For 
this reaſon it is uſual and frequent in all treaties, 
to make uſe of general words, in thoſe. caſes 


-< where either of the contracting parties think 


they cannot in honour agree to acknowledge a 
right, or make a concelions: ere en 4 
< ticular/terms. 1! 11 

This, Sir, has 8 been ——— alle particu 

© larly between Spain and us. I believe no en 
< tleman will doubt of our right to the iſland of 
Jamaica. I believe no Britiſb ſubje& will ſay, 


that it is not abſolutely; ſurrendered and ſuffi- 


ciently ſecured to us, by the treaties now ſub- 
< fiſting between the two crowns 3 and yet it is a 


* Un which the Spaniards: ill - pretend to dif- 
_ | pute, 
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pute, It is a right which they have never yet 
© acknowledged in expreſs and particular terms. 
n Even in the year 1670, when they were ſuing 
for a peace, and for ſome new regulations in the 
Mai- Indies, and ſuing for it, Sir, in as humble 
© a. manner as ever a nation, not abſolutely re- 
« duced, could ſubmit to, they wauld not ace 
0 knowledge our right to that iſland in expreſs 
terms, nor did we think it neceſſary they 
ſhould. They thought it was inconſiſtent with 
the honour of their crown, to make an expreſs 
and particular ſurrender of that iſland; and we 
<* indulged them ſo far as to reſt ſatisfied with that 
4 « ſurrender and acknowledgment contained i in the 
general words of that treaty, by which it is de- 
dclared, That we ſhould hold and keep all the 
ee, lands, countries, iſlands, colonies, -and other 
places, in the Weſt-Indies, or in any part of 
« America, which we then held and poſſeſſed.“ 
„This we then thought a full and ſufficient ac- 
« knowledgment of our right to that iſland; and 
eit ſeems our opinion was the ſame at the time of 
the treaty of Utrecht, a treaty which, I am 
< ſure, ſome gentlemen that hear me will not pre- 
tend to find fault with; for tho? by that treaty 
we may in ſome. meaſure be faid to have given 
the kingdoms both of Old and New Spam to 
that Sy, which has ſince given us ſo much 
« < difturbance, yet we did not then defire an ex- 
preſs ànd particular acknowledgment of our right 
* 2 that iſland, nor of any other of our rights or 
8 privileges i in America. 
From the practice of all nations therefore, 
and from our own: practice in former treaties, 
ve not only may, but ſometimes ought to ſa- 
* tisfy ourſelves with general words and expreſ- 
« fions, in caſes where ſuch general words or ex- 
preſſions may be as effectual, and may render 
g 1 * * at as ſecure and e as if 


1 it 
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© it had been declared or regulated in the moſt 
« particular and explicit terms. But, Sir, if in 
< the preſent caſe, this houſe ſhould come' to ſuch 
« reſolutions as have been propoſed, it would ren- 
der it impoſſible for us afterwards to accept of, 
< or 4 any ſuch general acknowledgments 
or conceſſions; for our miniſters, and all thoſe 
employed in our negotiations with Spain, would 
certainly look upon the reſolutions of this houſe 
© as a rule from which they could not depart. 
In ſuch a caſe, I believe no miniſter would take 
upon him to adviſe his Majeſty to make a pro- 
* poſition to the court of Spain, relating to any 
of the matters now in diſpute between us, that 
< was leſs explicit or leſs particular than the reſo- 
© lution this houſe had come to upon that head; 
© nor would he take upon him to adviſe his Ma- 


« jeſty to approve of, or ratify any one article in 


* > * 


< a treaty, unleſs it was as full and as R 1 
< exprefied as the reſolution we had come to 
upon the ſubje& matter of that article. 'Whe- 


| © ther this would be an ineroachment upon the 
_ © prerogative of the crown, by which it has the 


< ſole power of making peace or war, I ſhall 
© leave to others to determine; for my own part, 
© I muſt think; that it would not only be a 
taking from his Majeſty the power of making 
* peace; but that it would be a taking from him 
the power of judging what ſort of inſtructions 
* would be moſt proper to be ſent to his ambaſſa- 
© dors or envoys at any foreign court, or to his 
© plenipotentiaries at any future congreſs. But 
© this'1s not the only diſadvatitage ſuch a method 
© of proceeding would be attended with: In my 


opinion, it would not only make war unavoid- 


© able, but it would likewiſe make peace unat- 
« tainable, till one or other of n en- 
. gaged, were almoſt utterly deftroy d ; for tho 


+ the Spaniards may probably be brought to ac- 


knowledge 
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knowledge and confirm all the rights and pri- | 


« vileges now in diſpute between them and us, 
« in general terms, or perhaps in more particular 


and expreſs terms than kre to be found in any 
former treaty between the two nations, yet 1 


am convinced, they will never to ac- 


« knowledgments ſo very explicit and particular, 
as thoſe contained in the propoſitions that have 


© been now laid before us. At leaſt I am con- 


« vinced, they can never be prevailed on to do 
« fo, nnleſs we: ſhould have the good luck, by a 


long and ſucceſsful war, to bring them to as 
low an ebb, as ever any nation, not abſolutely 
* conquered, was brought to. We may with as 
much probability of ſucceſs propoſe forcing them 
to fign a Carte Blanche, as to propoſe, either by 


fair or foul means, to compel them to make 


* ſuch particular conceſſions as are mentioned in 
the. propoſitions now before us; and I do not 
think it is our intereſt to endeavour to bring 


© that nation ſo low, even tho' we were certain 
«of ſucceſs, and that the other powers of Eu- 


rope would fit fill, and tamely behold our tri- 
* .umphs, without either jealouſy or envy. — 

Now, Sir, as I think every one of the rights 
at preſent in diſpute between Spain and us, may 
be as fully ſecured to us by general words in 
a future treaty, as by particular declarations and 
conceſſions: As I think we may, in conſe- 


* quence of ſuch a treaty, continue to enjoy thoſe. 


© rights, with as little diſturbance as we now en- 
joy the iſland of Jamaica; therefore, if our 


miniſters can obtain ſuch a treaty, without put 


ting the nation either to the hazard or expence 
of a war, I muſt think they will do their coun- 


* try, @ piece of good ſervice; and conſequently, 


I muſt think, it would be wrong in this houſe, 
to put it out of their power to negotiate, or 
to adviſe. his Majeſty to approve of any ſuch 

e 1 * treaty 3 
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e. ate which is what I think would be the in- 
©. fallible conſequence of our agreeing to the reſo- 
lutions propoſed. I have, I have always ſnew- 
ed a very great regard for the merchants trading 
to and from our plantations: I have as great a 
regard for them, and I think them as uſeful a 
body of men as any in the kingdom; but we 
muſt conſider, Sir, that we have a great num- 
ber of merchants concerned, and a very conſi- 
derable trade, a moſt beneficial trade to this na- 
tion, in Spain and the Mediterranean. The for- 
mer might, perhaps, be no great loſers, they 
might even be gainers by a war; whereas the 
latter would certainly be undone; and if the 
war ſhould be of any duration, ſome branches 
of our Spaniſh and Mediterranean trade might 
perhaps be irrecoverably loſt. I hope I may be 
allowed to have ſome regard for our Spaniſh, 
Talian, and Turkey merchants. Upon their ac- 
count, I ſhall always be for. avoiding a war with 
Spain, as long as poſſible, and ſhall never give 
my conſent to any meaſure or reſolution, that I 
think will breed ſuch a quarrel between the two 
nations, as muſt end in the ben e of one 
or other. 
For this ae! Sir, I ſhall be e our 
coming to any particular and peremptory reſo- 
lutions, with reſpect to any of the particular 
rights the Spaniards now pretend to conteſt; 
but I ſhall moſt readily agree to any motion 
that can be propoſed, for ſhewing it to be our 
opinion, that our merchants have fully proved 
their loſſes, and that the depredations that have 
been committed are contrary to the law of na- 
tions, contrary to the treaties ſubſiſting between 
the two crowns; in ſhort, that they are every 
thing bad, and without the leaſt pretence or 
colour of juſtice. This, I ſay, I ſhall moſt wil- 
& - Ungly agree to, becaufe, I n, the * 
Have 


SS SOM SHO OIS 


CHAD ESO SD EPS 


A 


Cc 
* 


«. U © SS. ̃ mg 4S % 2:24 


A. 38. 
4 
4 


Fe 
67 
Ts 
6 : 
c 
( 
F 
* cels, is a proper ſatisfaction for paſt injuries, 
and 2 — — ſecurity againſt our meeting with 
© 
(9 
o 
c 
> 
6 


* 


C 


* 


DE BAT E s. 


have fully proved the allegations of their peti- 
tion; I think they frave fully proved, that the 


fubjects of this kingdom have met with ſuch 
treatment from the Spaniſh Guarda Cofta's and 
governors in America, as deſerves the higheſt. 


reſentment; but ſtill, I think, if proper fatiſ- 


faction and full reparation can be obtained by 


peaceable means, we ought not to involve the 


nation in a'war, from the event of which we 


have a great deal to fear; and the utmoſt we 
can hope for from the moſt uninterrupted ſuc- 


any ſuch hereafter, both which we are bound 


to think there are ſtill bo 7 of obtaining by 
way of negotiation ; becauſe 


„if it had been o- 
therwiſe, © his'Majeſty would certainly have ac- 


quainted us with it, and would have deſired us 0 


to provide for obtaining by force, what he ſaw 
was not to be obtained by fair means. 


As for the method, Sir, in which our nego- 


tiations have been hitherto carried on, I do not 
think an enquiry into it can, upon the preſent 


occaſion, come properly before us; but if it 


could, T believe it would be eaſy to ſhew, that 
they have been carried on in that manner, which 


was the moſt proper for producing an accom- 


modation of all the differences ſubſiſting be- 


tween the two nations. I ſhall grant, that there 


are certain periods, and certain circumſtances, 
which may make- it the intereſt of a nation to 
be peremptory in every demand they, make, 


and not 10 be at any great \pains to ſhew the 


reaſonableneſs of their demands, or to anſwer 
the objections that may be made to them; be 

cauſe, as a nation may ſometimes have à con- 
queſt in view, and may think they have got a 
ſeaſonable opportunity for accompliſhing their 
deſign, it may be more for their intereſt to 
Vol. XVI. 1 come 
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4 bours; and for the ſame reaſon, we ought to be 
A bine pains to explain the reaſonableneſs of 


that may be made againſt them. But with re- 


wwe reap by our trade with that nation, but be- 
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come to an open rupture, than to continue in 
peace upon the moſt equitable terms; but this 
can ſeldom or never be the caſe of this nation, 
I am ſure it is not our caſe at preſent; nor has 
it ever once been our caſe for above theſe twen- 
ty years paſt; and therefore, it would have 


been, and ſtill would be, madneſs in us, to go 


to war with any of our neighbours, if there be 
any probability of obtaining bie in a peace- 


able manner. 


From this une een we may ſee, Sir, that 


it would be imprudent in us to be peremptory 
in the demands we make upon any of our neigh- 


our demands, and to anſwer all the objections 


ſpect to Spain, we ought, in my opinion, to 
have more patience, and to treat in a milder 
method with them, than with any other nation 
in Europe, not only becauſe of the advantage 


cauſe. his Catholick Majeſty i is, I am convinced, 


peace, as any Prince in Europe. Our not ha- 
ving obtained redreſs before this time, does not, 
I believe, proceed from any real intention in his 
Catholick Majeſty to do this nation an injury, 
or to allow any of his ſubjects to injure us, but 
from the nature of the diſputes between us, 
which depends upon facts, ve muſt be fully 
enquired into, and certainly known, before it 


can be determined whether they are injurious 
or not; and as all thoſe facts happen at a great 
diſtance, it is impoſſible to — a particular 


{ 

0 

and diſtinct account of them in a ſhort time, A 
C 


5 { eſpecially as it is very much the intereſt of the 0 
| . governors in America to miſrepreſent il + 
oF th i GOngfenng: cherefore the e and 40 
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* the; vprightneſs of his Catholick Majeſty's in- 


+ tentions, (conſidering his friendſhip and — 


* inclinations towards us, it would have 


« wrong in us to make peremptory demands at 


any of ou 


« farſt; it would have been wrong in us not to 
anſwer N objection. that was made againſt 
emands: On the contrary, our.own 


* intereſt made ĩt incumbent upon us to make a 


full and particular anſwer to every objection, in 


order to convince his Catholick Majeſty of the 


« juſtice of our demands or pretenſions; becauſe, 


« from that conviction we had, I hope; we. ſtill 
have, great reaſon to expect full i atisfaction. 


Having thus, Sir, laid my thoughts before 
* you, upon the matter now under our conſidera- 


tion, and having given you my reaſons for not 


6: * approving of all the propoſitions, the honoura- 
gentleman has told us he is about to make, 
I ſhall now beg leave to offer an amendment to 


« his motion, which is, that the firſt part of his 
motion ſhould ftand as it is in theſe words, 


That it is the natural and undoubted right of 


1 * Brizifb ſubjects to fail with their ſhips on any 


< part of the ſeas of America, to and from any 
part of his Majeſty's dominions.“ So far I 


entirely agree with him; but in my opinion, all 
that he has propoſed to follow after theſe words, 


* ought to be left out; and inſtead thereof, I Pro- 
poſe, that theſe words or reſolutions ought to 


be inſerted, That the freedom of navigation 
and commerce, which the ſubjects of Great 


Britain have an undoubted right to by the law 


of nations, and which is not in the leaſt re- 
* ſtrained by virtue of any of the treaties ſubſiſt- 
ing between the crowns. of Great Britain and 
* Spain, has been greatly interrupted by the Spa- 
miards, under pretences altogether ground leſs 
and unjuſt. That before and ſince the execu- 
5h *- con the rreaty 4 e angl the declaration 


(te © wade | 
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„ made by the crown of Spain, purſuant thereun- 
"Dy to, for the ſatisfaction and ſecurity of the com- 
* merce of Great Britain, many unjuſt ſeizures 


* 


and captures have been made, and great depre- 
dations committed by the Spaniards, which 


<« have been attended with many inſtances of un- 


A heard- of eruelty and barbarity; That the fre- 


AE applications made to the court of Spain, 
procuring juſtice and ſatisfaction to his Ma- 
4 jet in s injured ſubjects, for bringing the offen- 


ee ders to condign n and for preventing 


ce the like abuſes for the future, have proved vain 


and ineffectual; and the ſeveral orders or ce- 


de dulas, granted by: the King of Spain, for reſti- 


c tution and re 3 of great loſſes ſuſtained, 


by the unlaw 


ul and unwarrantable ſeizures and 


captures made by the Spaniards, have been diſ- 


« obeyed by the Spant i governors, or totally e- 


* yaded and eluded. And that theſe violences 
0h 2 and depredations have been carried on to the 


at loſs and damage of the ſubjects of Great 
tain trading to America, and in direct viola- 
tion of the treaties ſubſiſting between the two 


© crowns.” 


el do not know, Sir, if I ſhall have the good 


luck to meet with the approbation of this houſe; 


but what I have propoſed will, in my opinion, 


be as ſtrong a vindication of all the rights and 


privileges now in diſpute between Spain and us, 


i every one of them had been particularly 
mentioned; and, I think, it will be a ſufficient | 
teſtimony of its being che opinion of this houſe, 


that the facts ſet forth in the ſeveral petitions 


© now before us, have been fully proved; and 


that we look upon thoſe facts to be ſuch as are 
_ © contrary to the law of nations, and to the trea- 


ties ſubſiſting between the two crowns. It will 


© likewiſe, I think, teſtify fully to the world, the 


"04 „eee of this W againſt the depreda- 


* tions 


— 
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« tions that had been committed upon our mer- 
< chants, and the cruelties that have been uſed 
towards our ſeamen; and that we are reſolved 
not to ſuffer ſuch practices. to be continued in 
time to come, nor to allow. thoſe. that are paſſ- 
ed, to go unpuniſhed. This I muſt. think, 
Sir, is the utmoſt length we can go at preſent; 
it is the utmoſt length this houſe ought to go, 
becauſe it will anſwer all the ends we can pro- 
poſe by the moſt particular reſolutions; and at 
« the ſame time it will leave room for putting 
an end to all the differences between Spain and 
us in an amicable manner, which, I have ſhew- 
ed, would very probably be rendered Fu jor 
4 ble, in caſe we, ſhould now come to ſuch. par- 
« ticular, reſolutions, as the honourable gentle- 
man near me has been pleaſed to propoſe ; 
* therefore I hope even the honourable gentle- 
man himſelf will approve of the amendment 


Fo "Monde Doh * 


to be unanimous in every reſolution we may 
come to, upon an affair which is of ſo great 
importance to the trade and happineſs of this 
nation, wy. to the ah of FOE, in 
general.” 701 


„ 


After this Wi illiam 1 Eſa; ſtood up * 


gain, and ſpoke to the . . vz. f 
IR Mr. 8 peaker, | 


I have offered, to the end that we may appear 
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< Sir, I find the 33 upon; the WY now Mr. 88 
before us, is like to take that turn, which I, (2 ſpeech, 


from the beginning, imagined i it would. Af- 
ter I had opened and explained the ſeveral 
F rights and privileges of this nation, which 
. © ought, in my opinion, to be (eſtabliſhed by 
the reſolutions of this houſe, I ſaid I knew it 
would not be directly aſſerted, that they were 
6 ow worth. the care of”: a Britiſh Parliament, but 
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© ſuch a thing 1. fappoſed might be inſinuated; 


and now I find it is pretended, they are fo lit- 


< tle worth our care, that there is no occaſion 
7 for eſtabliſhing them particularly and diſtinct- 
ly, but that we may fatis Sy om Bri with ge- 


* neral words and expreſſions,” which; it is ſaid, 


will be found as effectual, as if every one of 
< theſe rights and privileges had been iſtin&tly 


F and particularly mentioned and explained. 


After the experience we have had for many 

paſt, T am ſurprized, Sir, to find it even 

. « fo bach as inſinnated, that general words or 
© expreſſions, in any future treaty, can be f 

« poli to be as effectual, as particular and: dil. 


©"  acknowledgments or declarations; ; and 1 


Tam equally furprized to find it afferted, that 
£ this "houſe may, upon this third application, 
content itſelf with coming to a general reſolu- 


8 tion. Sir: there is not one of the rights or 


rivileges now in diſpute between Spain and 
12 but. 5 has e Cl od why over 
* and over again, by the NN words of for- 
© mer treaties. "Theſe ge k words we have, 
© by fad experience, n und to be ineffec- 
85 — and ſhall we again put our truſt in that, 
6 which we find has ſo often deceived us? Shall 
© we. allow. the freedom of our commerce, and 


* the 1 of our fellow ſubjects, to de- 


* pen any longer upon that, which has for many 
* years ſubjected the former to continnal interrup- 
5 tions, and has often made the latter a prey to 

2 Our enemies? 
Thoſe rights, Sir, which de She ypon the 
* * lay of nations, are certainly coir ed by the 
ieral words of every treaty of peace and 
jendſhip, that can be made tween two na- 
7 tions; 22 While neither pretends to conteſt, 
+ or to incroach upon fuch rights, both may reſt 
: facisfied with foch — conftrmations; but 


if 
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< if either of the two begitis <A conteſt any one 
of thoſe rights, or to uſt a power that is 


comes neceſſary for the oxher nation to have 
that right particularly explained, and of-new 


terms: They are bound in duty to mankind, 
as well as to themſelves, to compel the ufurp- 
ing nation, to paſs from that power, which 
they have uſurped; and to paſs from it in ſuch 
terms, as ſhall leave no room for ſerting up 
© any ſuch pretence in time to come. Of this 
nature are the two firſt rights which I propoſed 
© to be eſtabliſhed; I mean, That of its be- 
ing the right of Britiſh ſubjects to fail with 
their ſhips on any part of the ſeas of America, 
to and. from any part of his Majeſty's domi- 
* nions; and “ That of its being the right 
of Britiſh fubjects to earry in their ſhips all 
<« ſorts of goods, merchandize, or effects, from 
one part of his Majeſty's dominions to an ny 
« other part of his "Majeſty's dominions. 


6 * 6 DH > 2 2 * 


Theſe, Sir, are two rights which depend upon 


the w of nations, and therefore, while fei- 
ther of them was conteſted or Hierosched on 


by Spain, it was ſufficient for us to have them 


confirmed by general words; bit of late years 
the Spaniſh Guarda Coſta*s Rave been o arro- 
gant, that rhey have ufurped a p of en- 
* tering in a forcible manner, and ſearching eve- 
* ry\Britiſh ſhip they met with in the open ſeas 
* of America ; a they have likewiſe ufurped a 

power of determining what ſort of goods or 
merchandize may be carried in Britiſh ſhips, 
from one part of the Britiſh dominions to an- 


© other. For this reaſon, it is now: become ab- 


_ © folitely neceſlary for us to compel them, ei- 
ther by fair or foul means, to paſs from borh 


8 4 ufurpations, and to eftabliſh auc kenn 
14 to 


inconſiſtent with any one of them, it then be- 


eſtabliſhed in the moſt diſtinct and es ficit 
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to us thoſe rights we are intitled to by the law 
of nations, not by general words, as formerly, 


but particularly and diſtinctly, and i in the moſt 


+ expreſs and explicit terms. 


»Then, Sir, as to thoſe rights Which may be 
© peculiar to one nation, and which it may have 


acquired, by occupancy, purchaſe, conqueſt, 


or otherwiſe, the nation that has made any 
ſuch acquiſition, ; may at firſt reſt ſatisfied with 
having their right acknowledged by other na- 
tions in general terms; but if any neighbour- 
ing nation ſhould begin to conteſt their right, 
or ſhould begin to interrupt and diſturb them 
in the poſſeſſion of a right they had lawfully 
-acquiired, it would” then be incumbent upon 
them te have their right 8 diſtinct- 
| ly, ane” expreſsly acknowledged, by that na- 
tion at leaſt; that had begun to conteſt their 
right, or diſturb: their poſſeſſion. To apply 
this,” Sir, to, the two laſt rights I propoſed to 


: long ſince acquired 2 right to make ſettlements 
in the proyince of Fucatan, and to cut log- 
wood in the neighbouring bay of Campechey; 
and it is likewiſe well known, that we have 
long ſince acquired a right to gather ſalt in the 
iſland of Torfugar. Thoſe rights we not only 
actjuired by a lawful title at firſt, but they 
have ſince been oftentimes acknowledged and 
confirmed to us, by the crown of Spain, in as 

* expreſs terms as they can be, by general words 
tor clauſes, in any future treaty, While Spain 
did not pretend to controvert them, or to diſ- 


turb us in the poſſeſſion, it was ſufficient to 


have them confirmed by general words in thoſe 


* treaties that were made- between the two na- 
tions; but of late years Spain has not only be- 


gun to controvert theſe rights, but has actually 
diſturbed us in the poſſi, by ſcizins our 


* ſhips, 


be eſtabli ed: It is well known, that we have 
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< ſhips, and murdering or mal-treating our ſea- 
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men, for no other reaſon, but becauſe they 


were found in the exerciſe of thoſe rights, 


which belonged to them as ſubje&s of the 


crown of Great Britain. We cannot therefore 


now ſatisfy ourſelves' with having ſuch rights 


acknowledged in general terms: If we ever 
come to any treaty with that nation, we ought 
to have both of them particularly and expreſsly 


acknowledged. This I ſay, Sir, we ought to 


have, this we will have, if we treat upon an 
equal footing, and ſhew a due regard to the 
honour and trade of our native country. | 
Every one muſt grant, Sir, that we have as 
good a right to cut logwood in the bay of 


Campechey, and gather falt in the iſland of Tor- 


tugas, as we have to the illand of Jamaica: 
The former has been as often confirmed as the 


latter, by the general words of the treaties ſub- 
ſiſting between us and Spain; but the difference 


at preſent is, that the former has been of late 


not only conteſted, but invaded, whereas our 


right to Jamaica has not of late been openly 

conteſted,” nor our poſſeſſion diſturbed; and I 
am glad it has not; for I am convinced, that 
thoſe who are ſo fond of peace, as for its ſake 


to give up our right to cut logwood in the bay 


of Campechey, and gather ſalt in the iſland of 
Tortugas, would likewiſe for the ſame reaſon 


have given up the iſland of Jamaica, if the 


Spaniards had revived their pretenſions to that 
iſland, and had inſiſted upon its being reſtor'd, 


as one of the preliminaries. 


Thus, Sir, I have ſhewn, that if we judge 
by experience, we can put no further truſt in 
general words or expreſſions; and I have alſo 
ſhewn, that from the nature of things we can- 
not now reſt ſatisfied with general acknowledg- 
ments or declarations. If we have any regard 


for 
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for the honour. or trade of this nation, if we 


< have any regard for the lives, the liberties, or 
the properties of our fellow - ſubjects, we muſt 
infiſt, that in any future treaty to be made be- 
« een the two nations, every one of the rights 
145 2 now in diſpute ſhall be particu- 
and diĩſtinctly e and if this 

8 2 ou caſe, what harm can there be in our 
: coming to a diſtinct and ſeparate reſolution, 
© with reſpect to every one of the rights I have 
mentioned? But this is not all, Sir: If this 
had been the firſt time any application had 
been made to us, againſt the inſults and de- 
< predations, of the Spaniards; if this had been 


come to any reſolution upon that head, there 
would be. ſome pretenee for ſaying, we ought 

to reſt ſatished with a general reſolution: It 
— perhaps be ſuppoſed, that ſuch a gene- 


Jo X A 3 


* ral reſolution as the honourable. gentleman near 


me has. been pleaſed to Tſe, + would be fuf- 
« ficient, for procuring a remedy for thoſe evils 
our injured countrymen, com of; but we 

< have. twice, already come to ſuch a general re- 


3 ſolution; we have twice already found, 
« that, ſuch a general reſolution has proved 
© altogether, ineffectual ;, and therefore, we are 


< now.; both in honour. and duty bound to 
think of ſome other method for giving relief 


to thoſe who, we find, have ſo juſtly. com- 


plained. Even the reſolutions I have propo- 
J fed may prove ineffectual; 1 am afraid they 
will, unlefs we alter our conduct; but ſure ly, 


1 the leaſt we can do upon this third application 


is, to endeavour, to vindicate and eſtabliſn, by 
the reſolutions of this houſe, thoſe rights 

8 © which the Spartards have ſo long dared to diſ- 

pute n * and N Ne ſo long given 


11 them 


the firſt time we had found it neceſſary to 
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doubt ofꝰ For, with 


them a handle for plundering. our merchants 
and cruelly ufing our ſeamen.. 


These rights, tis true, Sir, are not diſputed 


by any of our own ſubjects, though I do not 
* know, but there may be ſome, who, for their 
_ ſelfiſh ends, would be glad to give every 

e of them up. I ſhall tkewifſe grant, that 


From. cannot pretend to bind or fore-cloſe foreign- 
ers, at leaſt in a legal manner, by any of our 


determinations or reſolutions ; but if Tier" 'of 
theſe were a good reaſon, for our not coming to 


the reſolutions I have propoſed, there would be 
no occaſion for our coming to any reſolution 
at all, relating to the affair now before us. Is 
there any ſubject in the Briiiſd dominions, that 


ſays, or dares ſay, that our merchants have not 
been often plundered, and our ſeamen mal- 
treated, by the Spaniards in America ? Does 


any ſubje& of Great Britain ſay, that a proper 
ben has yet been cba 0 the inſults 


and inyries, that have been put upon us? What 
occaſion can we then have, according to the 


- honourable gentleman's way of reaſoning, for 
Res ; 


coming to any reſolutions, for aſeertalnin 
truth of facts, which none of ey 


to foreigners, we 


can as little: pretend to <P or fore-bloſe them, 


with reſpect to the truth of facts, as We can 


pretend to bind: or fore-cloſe them, with reſpect 


to the juſtice or validity of any right we pre- 
tend s Tt if this argument were of 
any weight, there would be as little reaſon for 
our coming to the reſolution the honourable 
gentleman has been pleaſed to 


oſe, as for 
ee L have 


tai" ed ivr: bag thy Bey we are 


our eoming to any one of the 1 


mentioned. 


not to come to reſolations, with a deſign to de- 
termine abſolutely . * * * = to 
s _— 
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© fore<cloſe either our on countrymen or foreign- 
ers. The deſign of our reſolutions ought to be, 
<. to ſhew both to our own countrymen and fo- 
© reigners,' that we are reſolved to vindicate and 
aſſert, to the laſt drop of our blood, thoſe 
rights, Which we think belong to us; and, 
that both our on country men and foreigners 
may know, what we look upon as the undoubt- 
ed rights and privileges of the nation, thoſe, at 
© leaſt, which are now | conteſted, ought to be 
particularly and exprefsly eſtabliſhed: by the re- 
ſolutions we are to come to upon this occaſion, 
This, Sir, will have a good effect upon foreign- 
© ers, as Well as our own countrymen. If there 
© be any among the latter, who think they may 
* facrifice” the Aach and intereſt of the nation, 
© 'to their own eaſe and ſecurity, by giving up all 
or any of the rights now in diſpute. between 
Spain and us, or by allowing them to be any 
longer ineroached on or violated, they will from 
« thence fee,” that they muſt expect the utmoſt re- 
+ fentment-and indignation of this houſe; and if 
© any foreigners, particularly the Spaniards, have 
© been, by our late pacifick conduct, led into a 
© belief,” that we dare not vindicate 6ur known 
1 rights and privileges, ſuch reſolutions will ſhew 
| them, that, me people amo or tather puſil- 


— ⁵ |, nom none IIs re. 
* 
, 
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| 
| 


< .animous, . ſome people amongſt us may be, 

- © however much afraid ſome may be of a war, 

the nation itſelf is neither become puſillanimous, 

| | © nor is the Parliament of Great: Britain afraid of 
9 a war, when it becomes neceſſary for preſerving 
the trade, or vindicating the honour: of the na- 


1 > @ » 


tion. This will make the court of Spain ſe- 
« riouſly conſider the conſequences of an open 
| rupture with this nation; and if they do, I am 
| ſure they will give us full ſatisfaction and! ſecu- 
© rity, rather than come to an open rupture, un- 
1 leis they have got a greater ad vantage from our 
e 7” Cs © late 
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late negotaions and eds. than is yet ge- 


nerally ſeen through. 

I I ſhall not pretend, 8 to 3 os even to 
© gueſs at, the preſent ſyſtem of politicks in Eu- 
rope: It has been of late ſo entirely turned topſy 
turvy, and ſo little of our foreign politicks have 
been communicated to this houts, that no gen- 
tleman can ſay he has any knowledge of them, 


© if he knows no more than what he has learned 


5 — 
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by being a member of this houſe ; but this I 
may venture to ſay, that if we eonſider and 
compare” the two kingdoms of Great Britain 
and Spain only, and the reſpective power of 
each, even as it ſtands at preſent, we can have no 
reaſon to'be afraid of a war with Spain, nor can 
they have reaſon to expect any triumphs over us. 


Indeed, if the political atfairs of Europe have 


been negotiated into ſuch a ſyſtem, that Spain is 


now provided with powerful allies, ready to 


ſupport them in all their pretenſions upon us, 


and this nation not provided with any one ally, 


whoſe aſſiſtance we can depend on, even in de- 
fending our juſt rights and privileges, we may 
have ſome reaſon for continuing to ſubmit tame- 


ly to the moſt cruel indignities, rather than come 
to an open rupture; but if this be our unfortu- 


nate caſe, which God forbid ! I wiſh ſome of 
thoſe gentlemen, who know ſomething of the 
preſent ſyſtem of politicks in Europe, would riſe 
up and make us acquainted with our unlucky cir- 
cumſtances, before we proceed to do any og 
that may render them worſe, In ſuch a caſe, 1 

ſhall admit, we ought to be extremely cautious 


of doing any thing, that may tend towards in- 
volving the nation in a war; but if this be our 


caſe, if we cannot extricate the nation out of 
thoſe difficulties it labours under at preſent, I 
am ſure we ought to deliver it from the coun- 
ſellors who have brought it into thoſe diffi- 
2 | | _© culties; 


— 
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6: cultiesz and for that purpoſe, we ought to en- 
* ter into an enquiry very different from that we 
have been upon, and we ought to come to reſo- 
8. Iutions very Cifferont rom ny tat. have. been 
© propoſed. 
But I have the 8 to think, Sir, that this 
is far from being our caſe at preſent z becauſe; if 
the nation were in ſuch a melancholy fituation, | 
it would be abſolutely neceſſary to reveal it to 
this houſe, upon the preſent occaſion; and as 
< ſeveral gentlemen amongſt us, muſt be ac- 
<* quainted with it, I am perſuaded that they have 
< a greater regard for their native country, than 
to conceal What is now ſo neceſſary for us to 
know. I am convinced ſome of them would 
„have laid our circumſtances ſally before us, 
< whatever might have been the conſequences, ei- 
ther with reſpect to — or their friends. 
I cannot therefore 6 myſelf the leaſt 
ſhadow of reaſon, 1 
< much afraid of a war, as as to accept of, or agree 
to, any future treaty, that does not in the moſt 
© effeual manner ſecure to us the poſſeſſion of 
< thoſe rights, which have been lately conteſted. 
We 255 tis true, been told, that Spain may 
© think it inconſiſtent with the honour of their 
4 crown, to make any expreſs and particular decla- 
© rations. Sir, this honour can at beſt be ſaid to 
be but an imaginary one; but ſuppoſe: it other- 
© wiſe, they ought to have conſidered this, before 
& they began to conteſt any of thoſe matters with 
us; for by their having begun to conteſt them, 
©; they have made it inconſiſtent with the honour 
of the crown of Great Britain, to accept of any 
general acknowledgments for the future, at leaft 
with reſpect to thoſe rights they have dared to 
<, conteſt ; and if hey the imaginary honour of 
- © the crown of Spain, or the real honour of the 
© crown * Great Britain is to be made antike, 
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tation in their choice of that which is to be 
made the ſacrifioe; nor will this nation, I hope, 
ever be in ſuch circumſtances, as to be under a 


neceſſity; of wounding its own honour, in the 
moſt ſenſible part, for the fake of avoiding a 


war with Spain, or an n other Power in 
Europe. 


For this reaſon, Sir, 1 we 8 no akon to 


avoid coming to particular reſolutions, for fear 
of tying up the hands of our negotiators. ni 


the contrary, it is one of the ſtrongeſt arg 


ments for our coming to a particular — : 
< with reſpect to every right now in diſpute be- 

tween Spain and us; for of late years, our ne- 
gotiators ſeem to have minded forms and 
© ceremonies of treating between ſovereign pow- 


ers, more than the ſubſtantials; and, therefore, 
if, in the preſent caſe, no particular directions 
be given them by this houſe, I am afraid they 
will accept of ſuch general acknowledments or 


declarations, as will make thoſe rights more dif- 
putable than ever they were heretofore.” I am 
far from thinking, that our coming to particular 


reſolutions, or our obliging thoſe who may be 
hereafter employed to negotiate for us, to inſiſt 
upon having thoſe rights now in diſpute 


| cularly. acknowledged and confirmed; will make 


a war unavoidable ; - becauſe, I believe if the 
court of Spain be once fully convinced, that 
nothing leſs will ſatisfy us, they will agree to 
ſuch particular acknowledgments, rather than 


come to an open rupture: But they will certain- 
ly wave and put off agreeing to any ſuch, as 


long as they think we will bear with it; be⸗ 
cauſe, in the mean time, they will every now 


and then be getting ſomething by the plunder 


of our merchants; and as our miniſters have, I 
think,” already allowed. them to -dally- with us 
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too long upon this head, I hope this houſe will 
now interpoſe, in order not only to convince 
< the Spaniards, that nothing will ſatisfy this na- 


tion, but a particular acknowledgment of every 


right they have taken upon them to diſpute ; 
but alſo to convince our miniſters, © that they 


< muſt not_any longer allow the Spaniſh court to 
-< trifle with us, as they have done for ſo many 


« vente: id JJ cds 

But ſuppoſe, Sir, that the Spaniards, by pre- 
© ſuming upon our weakneſs, timidity, or bad 
conduct, ſhould abſolutely refuſe to come to 
© any icular ſettlements with us, will any 
man ſay, that for the fake of avoiding a war, 
ve ought to accept of a treaty or convention, 
from which we can expect no ſatisfaction for 
< paſt injuries, nor ſecurity againſt future? The 


_ © treaty of Seville may convince every man, that 


< we can expect nothi from eral acknow- 
© ledgments, or general promiſes : From that 
< treaty, we were told, the nation was to reap 
great advantages; but I know of no man in 


the kingdom, that has yet found any advantage 


< from that treaty, unleſs it be the commiſſaries 
© and their attendants ; and if our miniſters ſhould 


now procure, or accept of, ſuch another treaty, 


© as that of Seville, I they will pardon me, 
if I think, that they ll do a notable injury to 
their country, inſtead of doing it a piece of 
good ſervice, I have as great a — as the 
© honourable gentleman can have for our Spaniſh, 


Italian, and Turkey merchants: For their fake, 


I think, we ought to inſiſt ſtrenuouſſy upon the 


protection of our merchants, and the freedom 


of our navigation, in all parts of the world; 
« for if we allow our merchants to be: plundered, 


© and our navigation interrupted, in any one part 


of the world, our fate will ſoon come to be the 


fame in every other part of the world; and 


even 


a 


Anrp4h. > 5 E BAT E S. 


even in the Mziiterranean, as well as the Averi- | 
can ſeas, the Spaniards have of late begun to 
make more free with the Britiſh flag, than ever 
"Si * they or any other nation, durſt do in times 
— Loet no gentleman therefore pretend, that 
0 « is regard for our merchants trading to one part 
of the world, ought to prevail with him to al- 
low our merchants" tradi ing to any other part of 

8 * the world, to be plundered and abuſed. 

Sir, it is to our trade and navigation we owe 
„the whole of our "riches, power, and ſplendor. 
© Before we had any trade or navigation, this 
< iſland was little better than a deſart; and if we 
© ſhould allow both to be deftroyed,” it will be 
* ſoon! reduced to its former condition, © The ex- 
< tenfive trade and "navigation. we now have, is 
not ſo much owing to our fituation, Which es 
© always" been the "fame, as to the great care we 
have taken in theſe latter ages, that our mer- 
© chants and ſeamen ſhould meet with ſafety and 
reſpect in all parts of the world. Our great 

« King Edward III. ſhewed ſuch a regard for our 
trade and navigation, that upon a” complaint 
from our merchants, of their having been plun- 
dered by the Spaniſh pirates or Guarda Coſta's 
© of thoſe days, he imniediately fitted out a fleet, 
and went in perſon to revenge the depredations 
that had been committed upon his ſi ibjects, by 
© which he reſtored the freedom of our com- 
© merce; and added a naval triumph, to the 
many triumphs he had before hel at land. 

The protection f trade and navigation has al- 
ways Meder ones . the chief concerns of all 

great Kings and all wiſe nations. Even the 

Roman, who enen never 2 ſaid = — 1 a tra- 
© e, a great regard for it, as 

Xx - the reproof 65 Bye them 15 his 
days, for one gi rae y ſeem to have been 
then + gullty of: TIN words, Sir, upon that oc- 
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_ -© caſfion, are fo applicable to this nation at pre- 
ſent, that I ſhall: be 

© adviſing his countrymen to ſupport the cauſe of 
© their injured merchants, among many other 


beg leave to repeat them. In 


« beautiful expreſſions, he makes uſe of the fol- 
n lo wing: Majores veſtri ſæpe, mercatoribus, ac 


© naviculatoribus injurigſius tractatis, bella geſſe- 
© Punt. —2uare videte, num dubitandum vobis fit, 
© omni ſtudio ad id bellum incumbere, in quo gloria 
_ © nominis veſtri, ſalus ſociorum, vectigalia maxima, 
* fortune plurimorum civium, cum republica defen- 
_©* duntur.—Videte ne, ut illis pulcherrimum fuit 
'© rantam vobis imperii gloriam relinquere, fic vobis 
© turpiſſimum ſit, illud, quod accepiſtis, tueri & 
4 | 


conſervare non poſſe. 5 
Theſe are words, Sir, which no true Engliſb- 
man will ever forget; and I am ſorry to fay, 


forcing the remembrance of them at preſent. 
We have been negotiating and treating with 
Spain for theſe. twenty years, about nothing 


and ſecurity for our merchants ; and yet, du- 
ring that whole time, they have been plunder- 
ing and abuſing our merchants, almoſt without 
intermiſſion. If a nation's being ſubject to daily 
inſults and injuries is not a PT that 
ought to make it peremptory in its demands, 
1 5 ſure no circumſtance can. This has been 
our caſe for many years, and will be our caſe, 
till Spain be made to acknowledge, in the moſt 


this to make us peremptory in our demands? 


Ougnt not it to have made us peremptory long 


full ſatisfaction and reparation, for the very firſt 
injury that was offered us, I may venture to af- 
firm, we would never have been expoſed to a 


ago? Sir, if we had peremptorily inſiſted upon 


© ſecond. Nay, conſidering the nature of the 


« injuries 


that I think there is too much occaſion for en- 


that I know of, unleſs it was about reparation 


expreſs and-particular terms, every one of thoſe 
rights they now pretend to diſpute. Ought not 
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injuries and inſults that have been put upon us; 


we ought at firſt to have done what has always 


R © #6 


been, and ſtill is, I hope, in our power; we 
ought to have taken ſatisfaction, without bein g 
at any great pains to derhand it. OUT 


© This, Sir, was what Oliver Croniwell did in 
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a like caſe, that happened during his govern- 
ment, and in a caſe where a more powerful na- 
tion was concerned than ever Spain could pre- 
tend to. In the hiſtories of his time we are 
told, that an Engliſb merchant-ſhip-was taken 


in the chops of the channel, carried into St. 


Malots, and there confiſcated upon ſome ground- 
leſs pretence. As ſoon as the maſter of the 


ſhip, who, we are told, was an honeſt quaker, 


got home, he preſented a petition to' the Pro- 


tector in council, ſetting forth his caſe, and 
praying for redreſs. Upon hearing the petition; 
the Protector told his couneil, he would take 
that affair upon himſelf, aud ordered the man 
to attend him next morning. He examined 
him ſtrictly as to all the eircumſtances of his 
caſe, and finding by his anſwers that he was 4 


plain, honeſt man, and that he had been con- 
cerned in no unlawful trade; he aſked him, If 
he could go to Paris with a letter? The man 


anſwered, he could. Well then, ſays the Pro: 
tector, prepare for your journey, and come to 
me to morrow morning. Next morning he 
gave him a letter to cardinal Mazarine, and 
told him he muſt ſtay but three days for an 


the full value of what you might have made 
that if it is not paid you in three days, you 


have expreſs orders from me to return home. 
The honeſt, blunt quaker, we may ſuppoſe; 


followed his inſtructions to a tittle; but the 
cardinal, according to the manner of miniſters; 
5 1 


of your ſhip and cargo; and tell the cardinal; 
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anſwer. The anſwer I mean, Sir, ſays he, is; 
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began to ſhuffle ; for miniſters we know, Sir, 


vill ſhuffle, when they are any way preſſed ; 


therefore the quaker returned, as he was bid. 
As ſoon as the Protector ſaw him, he aſked, 
Well, friend, have you got your money ? And 
upon the man's anſwering he had not, the Pro- 
tector told him, then, leave your direction with 
my ſecretary, and you ſhall ſoon hear from me. 
Upon this occaſion, that great man did not 
ſtay to negotiate, or to explain, by long tedi- 
ous memorials, the reaſonableneſs of his de- 
mand. No, Sir, tho' there was a French mi- 
niſter reſiding here, he did not ſo much as ac- 
quaint him with the ſtory, but immediately 
9 96s a man of war or two to the channel, with 


'< orders to ſeize: every French ſhip they could 


meet with. Accordingly, they returned in a 
few days with two or three French prizes, 


which the Protector ordered to be immediately 
© ſold, and out of the produce, he paid the 


s quaker what he demanded for the ſhip and 
© cargo, which the French had unjuſtly taken 
from him: Then he ſent for the French miniſ- 
ster, gave him an account of what had hap- 
pened, and told him there was a balance, which, 
if he pleaſed, ſhould be paid in to him, to the 
end that he might deliver it to thoſe of his 
+ countrymen, who were the owners of the French 
« ſhips, that had been ſo taken and fold. . 
This, Sir, was Oliver CromwelP's manner o 
< negotiating, this was the method he took for 


obtaining reparation; and what was the conſe- 


< quence? It produced no war between the two 
nations: No, Sir, it made the French govern- 
ment terribly afraid of giving him the leaſt of- 
fence; and while he lived, they took ſpecial 
care that no injury ſhould be done to any ſub- 
ect of Great Britain. This ſhews, that Oliver 
* Cromwell had a genius and a capacity for go- 
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vernment; and accordingly, however unjuſtly 


he acquired it, it is certain that this nation was 


as much reſpected abroad, and flouriſhed as 


much at home, under his government, as it e- 


ver did under any government: But when a 
nation has the misfortune to have a man ſet at 


the head of her affairs, who knows nothing of 
foreign, who knows nothing but the little low 
detail of offices, and who, for his capacity or 
knowledge, ought never to have been advance 


above the degree of a clerk in the treaſury, or 


ſome other of our publick offices, it is then no 
wonder to ſee that nation deſpiſed and inſulted 
abroad, and diſſatisfied, mutinous, and ſeditious 
at home. ts | a 
I with, Sir, thoſe who have now the direction 


of our negotiations abroad, would aſſume, if 


poſſible, a little of the ſpirit and courage of O- 
liver Cromwell. He had as powerful a party to 
ſtruggle with at home, as ever any miniſter 
had; but he never allowed the danger he was 
in from that party, to deter him from vindica- 


ting, upon all occaſions, the honour and intereſt 


of his country abroad. He had too much good 
ſenſe to manage in ſuch a puſillanimous man- 
ner; for he knew that ſuch management would 
have increaſed the party againſt him, and would 
have made them more daring, as well as more 
numerous. If our preſent negotiators, or thoſe 
who have the direction of our negotiations, take 
example by him, I am ſure they will not accept 
of, any general acknowledgements or promiſes 


and therefore there can be no danger in our a- 


greeing to the particular reſolutions I have pro- 
poſed. But I am afraid, Sir, they will not. I 


am afraid they will, for the ſake of patching 


up a peace, accept of ſuch' terms as will rather 
be a new affront to the nation, than an atone- 


ment for the inſults and injuries we have ſuffer- 
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« ed. From the reſolution the honourable gen- 


tleman has been pleaſed to propoſe, for I deny 
it to be an amendment to mine, unleſs we judge 
of reſolutions or motions, as we judge of men 
of war, we may ſee what he thinks will be a 
« ſufficient acknowledgment of the rights now in 
* diſpute between Spain and us: He has reſerved 
* only what I may call one beam, or one plank, 
of what I propoſed; he has reſerved only the 


* firſt two or three ſentences, and this, he has told 


© us, will, in his opinion, be as ſtrong a vindica- 
* tion of all the rights and privileges, now in diſ- 
pute between Spain and us, as if every one of 


them had been particularly mentioned. I con- 


* feſs, Sir, the words he Pres to reſerve, may 


be ſome ſort of general acknowledgment of the 
f firſt two rights I propoſed to be eſtabliſhed, by 


* the reſolutions of this houſe; but how they can 
be called an acknowledgment of the laſt two, I 
cannot comprehend. The words are, That 
sit is the natural and undoubted right of Briti/h 
« ſubjects, to fail with their ſhips, on any part of 
* the ſeas of America, to and from any part of 
s his Majeſty's dominions.“ For God's fake, 
Sir, how is it poſſible to imagine, that theſe 
* words can any way relate to our right of cutting 
logwood in the bay of Campechey, or to our 
right of gathering ſalt in the iſland of Tortugas? 
It is impoſlible to imagine any ſuch thing; and 
therefore, if we agree to what he has offered, 
it may be ſuppoſed, that we have left our ne- 
gotiators at liberty, to make a ſacrifice of thoſe 
two yaluable rights to their * eaſe and ſecu- 
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But, Sir, with reſpect even to the firſt two 
rights, which I propoſed to þe particularly eſta- 
bliſhed, what ſecurity can we have from ſuch a 
general acknowledgment, more than we have 
at. preſent? Suppoſe theſe words, which are, 4 
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the only words that relate to any of our rights 


in America or elſewhere, I ſay, Sir, ſuppoſe 


< theſe words dreſſed up in the form of an article 
in a future treaty, they would then ſtand thus: 
His Catholick Majeſty acknowledges and de- 
6 clares, that it is the natural and undoubted 
right of the Britiſb ſubjects, to ſail with their 
“ ſhips on any part of the ſeas of America, to and 


from any part of his Britannick Majeſty's do- 
«© minions.* Now let us compare this new ſe- 


* curity for the freedom of our commerce, with 
that which we have already, by treaties now 
* ſubliſting between the two crowns. By the fif- 
* teenth article of the treaty of 1670, it is ex- 
« preſsly declared, That the freedom of com- 
“ merce ſhall not be interrupted by any manner 


of means, nor under pretence of any prehemi- 
* nence, right, or ſigniory, which either party 
claims in the Veęſt-Indies, or in any part of A 
« merica.” And by the ſixth article of the trea- 


* ty of Utrecht, it is expreſsly declared, That 
< as the ſubjects of their Majeſties are to enjoy 
* on both ſides an entire, ſecure, and unmoleſted 
<«< uſe and liberty of navigation and commerce, 
<< as long as the peace and friendſhip, entered 
into by their Majeſties, and their crowns, ſhall 
continue; ſo likewiſe their Majeſties have pro- 


« vided, that the ſaid 3 ſhall not be de- 


« prived of that ſecurity, for any little difference 


* which may poſſibly ariſe; but that they ſhall, 


* on the contrary, enjoy all the benefits of peace, 
“ until war be declared between the two crowns.“ 
From this compariſon, can any man ſay, that 
this new ſecurity, which is all the honourable 
« gentleman ſeems to propoſe for us, will be any 


way more extenſive, or more explicit, or more 
5 effeQtual, than the ſecurity we have already? 


Can this houſe then propoſe, that the nation 
| 4 | © ſhould 
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£ ſhould now content itſelf with a renewal ly 
of that ſecurity, which, by dear-bought experi 
© ence, we have found to be no ſecurity at all? S 
Sir, I inſiſt upon it, that ſuch a general ac- 
* knowledgment or declaration, would be ſo far 
* from being a ſecurity, that it would be nothing 
* like a determination of the principal affair now 
in diſpute between Spain and us. His Catholick 
Majeſty never pretended, that Britiſh ſubjects 
have not a right to ſail with their ſhips on any 
< part of the open ſeas of America; nor do we 
pretend, that we have a right to ſail to and 
* traffick in the ports, havens or places poſſeſſed 
< by the Spaniards in America, any farther than is 
© allowed us by the Aſiento contract. But the 
* King of Spain pretends, that, in order to diſco- 


ver whether any of our ſhips have been ſailing 


© to and trafficking with his ſubjects in America, 
he has a right to enter and ſearch our ſhips up- 
on the open ſeas; and that, if upon ſuch ſearch it 
be found, that they have any of thoſe goods on 
board, which he ſays can be found no where 
but in his dominions in that part of the world, 


* it is a full proof that they have been carrying 


* on an illicit trade with his ſubjects, and that 


* therefore he has a right to ſeize and confiſcate. 


the ſhip and cargo. On the contrary, we con- 
+ tend, and with juſtice we contend, that he has 
no: right to ſearch any Britiſh ſhip on the open 
ſeas, either in America or elſewhere ; but that 


24 


* in all caſes, and in all ſeas, if a Spaniſh ſhip 1 


war, or Guarda Coſta, meets a Britiſh ſhip 
*' ſea, the Spaniſb ſhip is by the fourteenth %. 


7 of the treaty of 1667, not to come within 


te cannon ſhot of the Britiſh ſhip, but ſhall ſend 
{their long boat or pinnace toiithe Britiſh ſhip, 
5, with only two or three men on board, to whom 
*-the maſter or owner ſhall ſhew his paſſports 
Be and r e not only the wy” $'la- 
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A. 738. "DEBATES. | 
ding, but the place to which ſhe belongs, and 

as well the maſter and owner's name, as the 
name of the ſhip, may appear; by which means 
« the quality of the ſhip, and her maſter or own- 
« er, will be ſufficiently known, as alſo the com- 
modities ſhe carries, whether they be contra- 
« band or not, to the which paſſports and ſea- 
« letters, intire faith and credit ſhall be given.“ 

And fuppoſing, Sir, it ſhould appear, by the 
* Britiſh ſhip's paſſports and ſea-letters, that ſhe 
is ſailing to or from any Spaniſh port, and has 
prohibited goods on board; i Ba fifteenth ar- 
* ticle of the ſame treaty, * "Thoſe prohibited 
goods only are to be ſeized or confiſcated, and 


% not the other goods; neither ſhall the delin- 


« quent incur any other puniſhment, except he 


1 carry out from the dominions of Spain any gold 


<« or filver, wrought or unwrought.”* Or, ſup- 


* poſing it ſhould appear by the Britiſh ſhip's | 


5 paſſports and ſea- letters, that ſhe is bound to a 


port belonging to ſome power, then at war with 


the King of Spain, and has contraband goods on 
* board; by the twenty-third article of the ſame 


+ treaty, © Such goods only ſhall be taken out 
“and confiſcated; but for this reaſon the ſhip, 
* and the other free and allowed commodities, 


„ which ſhall be found therein, . ſhall in no wiſe 
ebe either ſeized or confiſcated.”  _ 

I muſt obſerve, Sir, that this treaty of 1667, 
was a general treaty, which comprehended 4- 
merica as well as every other part of the world, 


To * a A A 


viſiting our ſhips at ſea, ought to be obſerved 
in the American ſeas, as well as the Mediterrane- 
an, bay of Biſcay, or any other open ſea; and I 
| muſt hkewiſe obſerve, that though by this trea- 
* ty we got no permiſſion to trade with the Spa- 
* niſh plantations in America or the MWeſt- Indies, 
* yet we did not, by that treaty, lay ys 


therefore the methods thereby eſtabliſhed, for 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
under any expreſs obligation not to trade with 


them: We did not lay ourſelves under any ſuch 


N 


obligation, till the year 1670; ſa that the Spa- 
niards have no right either to ſearch or ſeize 
our ſhips, but what they have by the law of 
nations, or what they got by the treaty of 1670. 
By the law of nations, they have no right to 
ſearch or ſeize any ſhip, unleſs ſhe be found 


N 


within ſome part of their dominions; therefore 


they have no right to ſearch or ſeize any of our 
ſhips, upon any part of the open ſeas of Ameri- 
* ca. And by the treaty of 1670, we obliged 


_ © ourſelves only not to navigate or traffick in the 


< havens and places, that are in the poſſeſſion of 


_ © the Catholick King in the Weſt-Indies; there- 
fore, as the open ſeas of America are not, as we 


can never allow them, or any part of them, to 
© be in his poſſeſſion, he can have no right, by 
that treaty, to ſearch, much leſs to ſeize any of 
our ſhips, that are ſailing upon the open ſeas of 
America, TS. LOT PE RON 
On the contrary, Sir, by the articles of the 
< treaty of 1667, the Spaniſh men of war and 
Guarda Caſta s are expreſsly, and very particu- 
* larly, obliged not to come within cannon ſhot 
* of any Britiſh ſhip ſailing upon the open ſeas; 
and if they have a mind to viſit or ſee the paſſ- 
© ports and ſea-letters of any ſuch ſhip, they are 
< expreſsly obliged not to ſend above two or three 
men on board for that purpoſe; and to thoſe 
< paſſports and ſea-letters they are expreſsly obli- 
< ged to give intire faith and credit; which laſt 
words cut off every pretence, they can have, for 
making a ſearch; and by the very nature of the 
< thing, they can ſeize no goods, even of thoſe 


that are mentioned in the bills of lading, unleſs 
_ © the ſhip be bound to or from ſome port of 
© Spain, or to ſome port belonging to the King 


4 88 
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© no goods on board that can, by the Spaniards, 
* be called prohibited, unleſs ſhe be bound to or 
from ſome of their ports; and ſhe can have no 
contraband goods on board, unleſs ſhe be bound 
to a port og by their enemies. Nay, 
even in theſe' two caſes, they cannot pretend to 
make prize of ſhip and cargo: They can 
ſeize and confiſcate only thoſe goods, which 
are prohibited or contraband. | 

From what I have ſaid, Sir, the injuſtice of 
the King of Spair's pretenſions muſt evidently 
© appear: It muſt appear evident, that he has 
no right to ſearch any of our ſhips failing 
upon the open ſeas of America; and much leſs 
d he a right to limit and preſcribe what ſort 
of goods they ſhall carry from one part of 
the Britiſp dominions to another, or to deter- 
mine, that their carrying any one ſort of 


FO w 


* goods ſhall be a proof of their having been 
carrying on an illicit trade with his ſubjects in - 


America. Theſe are uſurpations lately ſet up 
in direct oppoſition to the law of nations, and 
* notwithſtanding the genera] acknowledgment 
5 of a free commerce and navigation, ſo often 
and ſo ſolemnly repeated in the treaties now 
ſubſiſting between us; and theſe, Sir, are u- 
* ſurpations which they have ſet up, under the 
* falſe and frivolous pretence, that ſuch practices 
* are not inconſiſtent with the freedom of com- 
* merce or navigation, and therefore not con- 
* trary to the general acknowledgments and de- 
« clarations contained in thoſe treaties. Does 
not this ſhew, Sir, that a general acknowledg- 
ment of our right to ſail on any part of the 
F ſeas of America, will not determine the queſ- 
tion in diſpute between us? Dors not it ſhew, 
* that ſuch a general acknowledgment will leave 
us as much liable to inſults and depredations, 


f after it is obtained, as we have been for theſe 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
twenty years paſt? Therefore we ought, we 
muſt inſiſt upon having theſe uſurpations given 
up and paſſed from, in the moſt da, 
expreſs and explicit terms; otherwiſe we muſt 
give up our trade and our plantations, not 
only in the iſlands, but alſo upon the conti- 
nent of America; and if we are ſo cowardly, as 
to give up ſuch a valuable branch of our com- 


merce, I will foretel, that we muſt ſoon give 


up, not only our Turkey, Italian, and Spaniſh 
trade, but alſo: our trade to Portugal and the 
coaſts of Africa; for the ſame pretences may 
be ſet up for ſearching and ſeizing our ſhips in 


the Mediterranean, bay of Biſcay, and African 


ſeas, as are now ſet up for ſearching and ſei- 
Zing our ſhips in the open ſeas of America: 
Nay, I am convinced, Spain, or ſome other of 
our neighbours, will ſoon ſet up the ſame preten- 
ces for ruining our trade in the Eaſt-Indies. 

© I have been the more particular, Sir, upon 
this ſubject, and have taken up more of your 
time than I would otherwiſe have done, be- 
cauſe I have reaſon to ſuſpect, that the ho- 
nourable gentleman who made you the ſecond 
propoſition, which, I find, he has a mind 
ſhould paſs as an amendment to mine, in or- 
der to avoid putting the queſtion upon what 
I took the liberty to propoſe ; I Tay, Sir, I 
have reaſon to ſuſpect, that he may have ſome 
hand in directing our future negotiations with 
Spain; and as, by what he has been pleaſed to 
propoſe, he ſeems not to be ſo zealous in the 
defence of the rights. and privileges of this 
nation, as-I think he ought, I hope this houſe 
will come to the reſolutions I have propoſed, 
in order to prevent, as much as poſſible, the 


effect his counſels may have upon our future 


negotiations with the court of Spain; for if we 
are ſo good - natured and fo pacifick, as to con- 
5 TR * tinue 


4 


A. 1738. - DEBATE C.. $ 141 


« tinue our negotiations yet a while longer, I 
believe, moſt gentlemen that hear me will ad- 
mit, that they ought. to be carried on with 
more vigour, and in a more peremptory man- 
< ner, than they have been for many years paſt; 
and that whatever may be the reſult of this 
« day's debate, our negotiators at leaſt ought to 
< inſiſt upon particular explanations and expreſs 
« declarations, with reſpect to every matter of 
right now in diſpute ; but more eſpecially with 
reſpect to that right the Spaniards have lately 
< uſurped, of ſearching our ſhips upon the open 
Wo en) nn 
For this reaſon, Sir, among many others, 
if the queſtion is to be put upon the amend- 
ment propoſed, I hope gentlemen will diſagree 
to it, in order that we may come at putting 
the queſtion upon - the ſeveral reſolutions, I 
have taken the liberty to lay before you.” 


| The right honourable Sir Robert Walpole like- 


A aA K A 


follows, viz. 


7 CO © OTE Rn es | 
Sir, I wiſh, that gentlemen, in their de- Sir Rv 
bating upon the affair now before us, would {cond 
take care to keep to the point really in diſ- frech. 
pute; for by ſo 51 J am ſure, they would 
very much ſhorten the debate. In what I took 
the liberty to trouble you with upon this ſub- 

* ject, I am certain, I did not drop the leaſt 

* word, that could intimate ſo much as a doubt 

about any of the rights or privileges, which 

the court of Spain now pretends to conteſt with 

us. So far otherwiſe, I expreſly declared, that 

I agreed. with every thing the honourable gen- 

tleman had faid in ſupport of them; and I am 

* til convinced, that nd gentleman either withe 
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PARTI¹AHENTARY A. 1538. 
© in or: without doors, will ſo much as inſinuate. 
that our title to any one of thoſe rights and 
privileges, is in the leaſt doubtful ; therefore 
< I muſt think, that whittever the honourable 
gentleman has ſince been pleaſed to add; what- 
ever may hereafter be ſaid, in ſupport of any 
of thoſe rights or privileges, or for explaining 
and demonſtrating the juſtice of our title to all, 
or any one of them, is a ſort of fighting with 
the wind: It is arguing without an opponent ; 
and conſequently, I muſt beg leave to ſay, 
that I think it is taking up a great deal of your 
time to no purpoſe. 9 15 Mp 
© The only queſtion in diſpute among us, Sir, 
© is, whether we ought now to come to a particu- 
lar reſolution, upon every particular right or 
* privilege, which the court of Spain pretends to 
* conteſt with us; or, if we ought only to come 
to one general reſolution, which may virtually 
include them all, and ſo leave it entirely to his 
« Majeſty, and thoſe employed by him, to ob- 
< tain ſuch farther explanations, and ſuch parti- 
© cular acknowledgments, as the preſent or - fu- 
ture E of affairs may make proper 
for him to inſiſt on? This, Sir, is the only 
© point now in diſpute amongſt us; and there- 
« fore, without taking notice of what the ho- 
© nourable gentleman has now been pleaſed to 
< add to what he formerly ſaid, for explaining 


and enforcing the juſtice of our title to thoſe 


* fights and privileges, which the Spaniards have 
© lately taken upon them to conteſt, I ſhall only 
add a few words for enforcing what I have ſaid 
before, in favour of the general reſolution 1 
© propoſed, and then I ſhall endeavour to an- 
© ſwer the few arguments that have been made 
<* uſe of, for ſhewing that we ought to come to 


particular reſolutions, upon every particular 


* right or privilege, now conteſted by Spain. 5 
ä | « The 


The honourable gentleman has told us, that 

not only our negotiators ought to inſiſt poſi- 

« tively and peremptorily upon particular expla- 
nations and expreſs acknowledgments, with re- 

ſpect to every particular right or privilege late- 

ly conteſted, but that this houſe ought now to 

come to ſuch reſolutions as may make it abſo- 

« lutely neceſſary for them to inſiſt upon ſuch. 

« I wiſh, Sir, with all my heart, I believe every : 
< honeſt ſubje& of Great Britain wiſhes, that it 

were in our power to give laws to every poten- 

« tate in Europe, and to preſcribe to them how 

* they ſhould behave, in every caſe, not only to 

us, but to one another. But this is at preſent 

< impoſſible ; and even though we had a proba- 
o 
0 
£ 
* 
C 
Cc 
& 
o 
o 
o 


bility of ſucceſs in any ſuch attempt, I do not 
think it would be prudent in us to attempt 
making uſe of our power in a manner, too po- 
ſitive and haughty, leſt by ſo doing we ſhould 
provoke the other powers of Europe to unite 
together, in order to reduce the power of this 
nation, and to make us ſubmit to ſuch laws as 
they might be pleaſed to preſcribe to us, in- 
ſtead of our preſcribing to all or any of them. 
For this reaſon, Sir, in all our negotiations, 
we muſt have a regard to policy, as well as to 
what we think juſtice, and we muſt take care, 
in the demands we make upon any one of our 
neighbours, not to inſiſt 15 poſitively and ſo 
* haughtily, even upon thoſe terms we may 
think reaſonable, as to excite the jealouſy of 
© the reſt. In conteſts between nations, it is the 
<* ſame as in conteſts between private men: Each 
6 y thinks himſelf right; and as there is no 
judge or judicature, that has a right to deter- 
* mine finally in thoſe conteſts, that happen be- 
* tween two independent nations, both ought to 
© conſult the ſentiments of their neighbours, and 
both ought to limit their demands, or cg 
Re ” their 


4 
% 
* 
4 23 
"4 
2 
5 
* 
ws 
a} 
1 * 1. 
. 
15 
1 
es 
5 
1 
i 
7W 
2 * 
KE 7 
# 
q 
»Þ 
9 
7 
9 
a ©! 
1 
0 1 
Wi 
_ BY 
FRI 
tal 
* 
1 8 6 
2 
"4 Ld 
144 
14 
* 
. 
1 
I 
2 
871 
; + 
3 
1 
1 
= 0 i 
$2 
i # 
Fi 
1 
+ 
* 
E Y 
4 EF. + 
{ A 
12 1 
2 
WA 
* 
147 
* * 
„5 
4 
1 , 


„ 
1 . y 
8 wp 


3 
1 
n 


ww 
A 


———— 
2 8 

=, F.-Y — . 
23229 Yee — * 


”,.& ha. ww 
OED 
5 n 


Parriatets taky A738. 
their compliances, according to that opinion, 
1 which they find prevails 5 generally among their 
< moſt. impartial neighbours. This may often be 


_ © xeaſon for a nation's accepting of general de- 


< clarations, in caſes where particular explanations, 
and expreſs conceſſions, would not only be juſt, 
but much more to their honour and advantage. 

call, I believe, Sir, every gentleman in this 
* houſe, will, readily acknowledge the juſtice and 
© reaſonableneſs. of every one of our demands 
© upon Spain; but whatever opinion we may have 
F. 2 5 85 the matters now in diſpute between us, 
it is certain the court of Spain does not as yet 
© think. our demands either reaſonable, or juſt; 
am perſuaded his Catholick Majeſty, at leaſt, 


© does not think ſo, otherwiſe his natural propen- 


* mines: 1 de not believe. any gentleman..n t 
* houſe can, It is a ſyſtem that depends upon th 
* humour of ſo many courts, an 
3 I " i % TESTS SI 


I py Fe at every one of theſes e that 


it muſt be altering- and changing every day. 
Therefore it is impoſſible to communicate it ta 


this houſe; nor can we, if it were now commu- 
© nicated, in common prudence, allow it to have 
any great influence on our reſolutions. It may 


3 be at preſent in ſuch a ſtate, as might make it 


ent in us to lay hold of the opportunity, 
in order to have all matters in diſpute between 


Spain and us ſettled and determined, in the 
* m6ſt particular and explicit manner; and yet, 


© before we could poſſibly take advantage of the 


opportunity, which the then ſyſtem of politicks 
had furniſhed us with, it might be ſo much 
changed to our diſadvantage, as would 19 it 


prudent in us do lower our creſt; and accept of 


any expedient, for putting off our being obliged 
to come to an open rupture with Spain, at ſuch. 
an unſeaſonable juncture. 

This, Sir, ſhews the wiſdöm and the excel- 
Q lehes of our conſtitution, which has truſted en- 
tirely to the crown, the power of making peace 
and war and at the ſame time, it ſhews. how 


< imprudent'it would be in us to incroach upon | 


* that prerogative, by laying the crown under a 
< neceſ; lity to make war, . — unſeaſonable, 
© however perverſe the conjuncture thay'be. All 


matters relating to peace or war, beſides the ſe- | 


* crecy that is requiſite, are liable co ſo many 


changes, and to ſuch ſudden and unlooked-for 


alterations, that nothing but a ſingle perſon, or 
an aſſembly that is continually ſubſiſting, can 


© be exactly informed of every incident that oc⸗ 


curs, or can have ſuch a thorough” 'knowled ge Y 


* of foreign affairs, as to be able to foreſee the 


© lucky! or che croſs incidents that may. probably 
occur, ſo as to take an itmediate advantage of 
the former; + or 'fo- 4 to take "ſuch meaſures as 


= 22 


may prevent the conſequences of the 
Ver. YL "La" 


latter. 
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« latter. Therefore, while our happy conſtitu- 
tion remains intire, while the Parli iament meets 
© but once a year, and does not continue aſſem- 
T bled above three or four months in the twelve. 


© it is impoſſible for either houſe of Parliament 
to intermeddle, much leſs to preſcribe to the 


1 * crown, in any affairs relating to Peace or war, 
18 * without expoſing the nation to imminent dan- 


> ger. | | 
7 I thall grant, Sir, that after t. ie rights of A 


© ter an iuyuſt claim has been actually ſet up, 
there is greater occaſion for — — a explana- 
tions, and expreſs conceſſions, 2 there was 
before; but nations muſt chuſe proper times 
* and ſeaſons for inſiſting even upon that, which 
they are molt juſtly entitled to; and whether 

6 „ prefent, be à proper time for our inſiſting, 
in à peremptory manner, Weng the utmoſt we 


1 . oro who, — 2 

"> well to his country, would deſire, or can expect, 

© that his Majeſty ſhould communicate all the ſe- 

* crets of his cabinet to ſuch à numerous aſſem- 

* bly. Nay, if he ſhould, it would not enable 

* us to determine What might, be proper to be 

; done 2 month hence; for that very communica- 

5 tion might probably occaſion a thorough change 

in the face Weds, all over Europe; which 

+.to. the nation, Which at preſent. may be juſtly 

E uhought,the moſt ee e 
22. 5 | 1 how 5 "ay op! 


nation have been conteſted and 1 waded, * 


45 are Ea. 58 with Tore a os is a con- 
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opinion therefore, the beſt thing we can do, up- 
on the preſent occaſion, is, to come to ſome ge- 
© neral reſolution; in order to ſhew the reſentment 
© of the nation againſt the inſults and injuries we 
© have met with, and to leave it entirely to his 


© Majeſty's care and wiſdom, to pet ſuch ſatisfac- 


© tion, and to get our particular rights as fully ac- 
„ knowledged; as time and future circumſtances 
+ will permit; for if the Spaniards ſhould prove 
more obſtinate than we have reaſon to expect; 
© and his Majeſty ſhould, in his great wiſdom; 
find that he has a proper opportunity for com- 
© pelling them to do, what in juſtice they ought; 
+ he will certainly make uſe of that opportunity. 
* Our coming to a general reſolution can no way 
* oblige his Majefty to accept of general acknow- 
© ledgments, if he finds that he can, either by fair 
or ä particular and expreſs con- 
© ceſſions; but our coming to particular and expli- 
« cit reſolutions; will render it impoſſible for his 


* Majefty, either to propoſe or accept of general 


< acknowledgments, even though he ſhould then 


© be convinced, that the nation could not come to 
an immediate rupture; with any proſpect of ad- 
vantage; ſo that aur coming to a general reſolu- 
© tion cannot poſſibly be attended with any bad 
conſequenee, whereas our coming to particular 
< reſolutions, may force the nation into a war at a 
very unſeaſonable juncture, which of courſe may 
© be attended with the moſt fatal conſequences. 
- © I ſhall likewiſe admit, Sir; that the firſt part 
© of the reſolution offered by the honourable gen- 
< tlemati, which I propoſe ſhould ſtand part of the 
« reſolution” of this houſe; does not comprehend 
A the rights or privileges we have to cut logwood 

in the bay of Campecbey, and to gather ſalt in 

the iſland of Toriugas; but the diſturbance we 

have met with in the exerciſe of theſe two rights, 
+ will, 1 think, be wp. "aj comprehended = 
i 2 IVE. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 738. 
der the following words, in the reſolution or a- 
mendment I have propoſed, by which we are to 
declare, That before and ſince the execution 


„of the treaty of Seville, and the declaration made 


„ by the crown of Spain, purſuant thereunto, for 
the ſatisfaction and ſecurity of the commerce of 
&« Great Britain, many unjuſt ſcizures and captures 


« have been made, and great depredations com- 


emitted, by the Spaniards. For all the Britiſp 


< ſhips that have been ſeized and confiſcated, for 
cutting logwood in the bay of ' Campechey, or 
for gathering ſalt in the land of Tortugas, ought 
© to be reckoned among thoſe unjuſt ſeizures and 


< captures, which we complain of. However, as 


I faid before, by keeping thus in general terms, 
we do not lay the crown-under any obligation to 
accept of general acknowledgments : His Majef- 
ty, if he finds the circumſtances of affairs will 
rmit, may inſiſt upon both thoſe rights being 
particularly and expreſsly acknowledged. 


Sir, is the principal affair-in diſpute between the 


we ought to ſhew the greateſt regard to. For 
this reaſon, I propoſed keeping in the firſt part 
of the honourable gentleman's propoſition ; and, 
I think,. the words I have propoſed to be kept 


a free commerce and navigation in the open ſeas 
of America, without adding any explanations. 
His Majeſty may nevertheleſs, if he finds it pro- 
per, inſiſt upon explanations; but I do not think 
we ſhould, by our reſolution, fo limit his Majeſ- 


RN. HA aa AAA A A a 6& © „ 


without ſuch explanations; becauſe, if the Spa- 
niards ſhould make ſatisfaction to us for what 


< injuries they have done, and agree, even in ge- 


e neral terms, to a renewal of all the treaties now 


* ſubſiſting between the two crowns, we ought to 


accept 


The freedom of our commerce and navigation, 


two nations, and that which, in our reſolution, 


in, will be a ſufficient vindication of our right to . 


ty, that he cannot hereafter agree to any treaty, 


&rm3k DEBATES.  _ us 
accept of it, rather than engage in a war; eſpe- © 
cially, if it appears, that they agree to ſuch a 
new treaty with. a real defign to obſerve it; for 
if we ſhould afterwards find ourſelves deceived, 
if they ſhould begin to play the ſame game over 
again, we may, in all probability, find a more 
ſeaſonable opportunity than the preſent, for pu- 
niſhing their breach of faith, and enforcing the 
3 of treaties. 5 - 2, Ty ; | 
For my own part, Sir, I do not pretend to 
know . the preſent circumſtances 

of affairs in Europe; I do not pretend to know 
what allies . may expect, or what aſſiſtance 
we have to depend on, in caſe of a war between 
the two nations; but from what is publick and 
well known, I think every gentleman ought to 
conclude, that the preſent circumſtances of affairs 
in Europe, are none of the moſt favourable for 

this nation, and that many accidents may occur, 
which may render them much more favourable, 
than they are at preſent; therefore, however 
much ſome gentlemen may take upon them to 
ridicule the tediouſneſs of our negotiations, I 
think it is much more prudent to protract and 
draw them out to a length, than to run the na- 
tion headlong into an unequal war, or to give 
up any of our rights and privileges by a precipi- 

© I am indeed ſurprized, Sir, to hear it infinua- 

ted, that, becauſe I am not for ſuch particular 
reſolutions, as I think may force the nation into 

an unneceſſary or unſeaſonable war, therefore I 
do not think the matters now in diſpute between 
Spain and us, worth the care of a Britiſb Parlia- 
ment. Sir, I think every one of them greatly 
deſerves the care of every branch of our legiſla- 
ture; but, I think, we ſhould not take an im- 
proper opportunity, or improper methods, for 
ſhewing that care; we ſhould not, like an over 
Os + Wy fond 
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 PanLiamenTany A. 1938, 
fond mother, deſtroy our child, by taking im- 
* prudent or unſeaſonable methods for preſerving 
tit. While the diſpute remains in the ſhape of 
© a negotiation, the only proper way we can take 


+ for ſhewing our care, 1s, by general reſolutions 
and addreſſes, to affure his Majeſty, that we 


* will ſupport him in whatever meaſures he may 
think proper, for aſſerting the rights and 8 


+ leges of the nation; and after his Majeſty has 


declared to us, that he finds he can vin 5 


_ * thoſe rights and privileges no other way but b 
force of arms, which certainly he will not bs. 


f till he finds he can engage in war, at leaft upon 
* an equal footing, if not with a more than pro- 
f bable view of ſucceſs, we are then to ſhew our 
« care and concern for the rights and privileges of 
our country, by enabling his Majeſty to vindi- 
cate them, with that vigour, which becomes 

ſuch a powerful nation. 

1 hope, Sir, I am as zealous in the defence | 
of the rights and Srivileges of my country, as 
any man in the kingdom; but I ſhall never al- 
low my zeal to carry me beyond the bounds of 
prudence and diſcretion. 1 ſhall never affect 
popularity ſo much, as to be guided by thoſe 
popular prejudices, which, I think, if indulged 
2 followed, might involve the nation into 
great, perhaps inſuperable, difficulties. Such 
a conduct I ſhall always look on as imprudent 
in the authors, as well as pernicious to the na- 
tion; for 1f, upon the preſent occaſion, or any 
fuch occaſion, we ſhould unneceſſarily hurry 
the nation into a war, and the event ſhould not 
anſwer the peoples expectations, I know who 
would be blamed, I know who would be the 
firſt to move for an enquiry into the conduct of 
thoſe, who had allowed the nation to be led 

into a war, which it could not proſecute with 


TR 


4 * advantage z and as we cannot judge, whether, 


* _ © upon 


* 
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n the preſent occaſion, the circumſtances of 
g ope are ſuch as may enable or permit us to 

< the a war 2 againſt” in with advant 
therefore I muſt 7 
© reſolutions as will, in 12 opinion, make à war 
bs With Spain not only unavoi le, but imminent,” 


After Sir Robert Walpole, Walter Plummer, Eſq; 
ſtood up, and W vir. 


Mr. Speaker, 


our coming to fach- . 


151 


© Sir, The honourable gentleman that ſpoke Mr. Pla- 


< hft, en 8 rallies” ths e point in queſtion, 
c * though he himſelf was the firſt, and, I believe, 

dle oocafion. of our preſent debate ; for if 
© he had not oppoſed what was moved, nor of- 


© fered any amendment, I have ſome reaſon to 
© believe, we ſhould. have*\ynanimouſly agreed to 


© what was firſt fed. This, Si, we ſhall 
be ſally ſenfible of, if we confider the affair 
now before us, Und how it came before us : 
The affair now under our confideration was 
< brought before —5 r ee from our injured 
K and Plundered JF; 7 merchants; and the 
« P e after their * 
2 ſuch & Grin Oy add equate temedy, 
* 755 ut an end to their ſufferings, and ſucł 
< lief for the unhappy ſafferers, as the nature of 
- „their cafe, and cb juſtice of their cauſe, may 
guire. The cher ion now before us is, 
6 „ede, what we ffall do, or what we may 
= © be able to do, for anſwering effectually the 


mer's ſpeech. 


prayer of their peritions? For the petitioners 


have ſo fully proved their allegations, to the re- 

and OP of almoſt every man that heard 

em, that no queſtion can be made about the 
* ih of what they have et forth. 


< Upon this, Sir, which I take to be the firſt” 


2 „ 
L4 ORD 
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effectual? 
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-+ this houſe, that the only thing we ean do at 
. preſent, for procuring. them any remedy or re- 


© lief, is, to come to ſome reſolutions, relating to 
© the rights that are conteſted, and the injuries 


"x that have been done to our merchants. My 
* honourable Fiend -over the. way has propoſed 
© a ſet of particular reſolutions, which, I think, 


may in all probability produce ſome effect; and 
© the honqurable gentleman near him has pro- 
c poſed a general reſolution, which, from expe- 


© rience we know, muſt be altogether ineffectual ; 
'* ſo that the real queſtion now in diſpute is, Whe- 
ther we ſhall come to ſuch reſolutions as may 
probably be effectual, for procuring that remedy 
and relief which the petitioners. pray for; or, 


* if we ſhall come to a reſolution, which, if we 
* judge by experience, we muſt conclude to be in- 

le zs now. ten years, fince the fame 
* ſort of complaint was made to us; and we then 


came to ſuch a general reſolution. as the. ho- 


* nourable gentleman has, by his amendment, 


3 propoſed : It is eight . years ſince a ſecond com- 
* plaint of the ſame nature was made to us, and 


* we again came to the ſame ſort of general reſa- 


lutiom: Theſe general reſolutions have been ſo 


t then ſuffered, that many inſults have been fince 


put upon the nation, and many new. depreda- 


tions committed; therefore, from repeated ex- 
* perience we muſt conclude, that ſuch a general 


© reſolution will neyer prove effectual for putting 


* an end to the ſufferings of our merchants, ar 
* for procuring relief to thoſe that have already 


| © been the unhappy ſufferers, Shall we then, 


* upon this third application, amuſe the unhappy 

+ ſufferers with ſuch a reſolution as, we know, 

can have no effect? Shall we reduce our plant- 

t ers, our merchants, and our ſeamen to deſpair, 

t by inſinuating that we dare come to no reſglu- 
34 


= 
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« tions, but ſuch as they know can procure them 


neither reparation nor ſecurity ? This, Sir, is 


the queſtion, and the only queſtion now. before 
© us; and to ſuch 4 ſhall be proud of 
giving a negative. | Ng 
Sir, upon the preſent occaſion, I could almoſt 

< wiſh it were in the power of this houſe, to a& 
as well as reſolve : I could almoſt wiſh it were 
in our power to ſend out ſquadrons and armies, 


and to give ſuch orders and inſtructions to thoſe . 


«* ſquadrons and armies, as might be worthy of 
the Britiþ nation, and. ſufficient for enabling 


them to revenge the injuries their country has 


received. Thus, tis true, is not in our power, 
but ſurely we may, and, I think, we ought to 
© come to ſuch reſolutions, as may give our mer- 
 * chants and ſeamen ſome hopes of meeting at 
* lat with reparation for what is paſſed, and ſecu- 
* rity in time to come. For this purpoſe we muſt 
come to reſolutions, ſtronger and more. particu- 
lar than any of thoſe we have yet come to: If 
* we do not, we muſt expect, that our planters, 
* merchants, and ſeamen, will give over having 
any further concern in trade, or fly to forei 


countries for that protection, which they ſee 


they can no longer hope for in their own. The 
y 8 reſolutions which my honourable 
friend was ſo good, as to move for, may have 
« ſome effect: They will adminiſter to our fel- 
* low ſubjects the comfort at leaſt of hoping for 


* redreſs; and they may perhaps convince fo- 


* reigners that this nation is not now in a humour 
to wait another ten years, for that juſtice and 
* ſatisfaction, which we ought to have had ten 
years ago; whereas, if we ſhould now come 
to no other reſolution, but ſuch a general one 
* as we have twice already come to without any 
effect, our own people will * 7 of ever meet- 
ing with redreſs; and I can fee no reaſon why 

„ e we 
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PARLIAMEN TARY A. 1738, 
© we ſhould expect it will now have a greater ef- 
© fect upon the conduct of Spain, than it had 
< eight or ten years ago. Oe 

We have been told, Sir, that ſuch particular 
«© reſolutions as were at firſt propoſed, will put it 


©. Out of the power of his Majeſty's miniſters, to 


< \adviſe him to accept of general acknowledg- 
© ments or dechrations in any future treaty, and 
< may conſequently involve the nation in a war at 
© a very unſcaſorable juncture. What the pre- 
< ſent conjuncture may be, I muſt confeſs I am 
© quite ignorant of; but conſidering our fituation, 


and the many diſputes that muſt neceſſarily hap- 


c Perz as well as the jealouſy that muſt continual- 
ly ſubſiſt, between the ſeveral powers upon the 


* continent, I muſt think, that, without ſome 


< very imprudent fort of conduct, we can never 
long want a proper opportunity for ns 
and aſſerting our rights and privileges, again 

any nation that ſhall dare to invade them; and 
« therefore, while we have the good fortune to be 
under an adminiftration fully 25 of the 
particular intereſts, and moſt ſecret views of 
every ſtate in Europe, and ready to take advan- 
tage of every quarrel or jealouſy that may ariſe 


| © between any of the powers upon the continent, 


I muſt think, we can never be in danger of be- 
ing involved in war at an unſeaſonable juncture. 
Indeed, if we were under the government or 
© adminiſtration of one ſole prime miniſter, and 
that miniſter quite ignorant of foreign affairs, or 
© ſuch a one whoſe integrity none could truſt, 
© whoſe faith no foreign ſtate could rely on, whoſe 
< 1pnorance of all the arts of government, except 


one, had appeared from every ſtep of his con- 


duct; I ſay, if we were fo unlucky as to be 
under the government of ſuch a prime miniſter, 
there might be ſome reaſon for our avoiding to 
come to any reſolutions, that might tend * 
by Wards 
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« wards involving the nation in war; becauſe, in | 
«* ſuch a caſe, we could expect no affiftance from 
any of our allies, nor ſucceſs from our own 
conduct. But, Sir, if this were our caſe, which 
« jt neither is, nor can be, as long as our conſtitu- 
tion ſubſiſts, what. would then be the duty of 
this houſe? Would it not be our duty, to en- 
« quire into the ſtate of the nation, and deliver 
our country from ſuch polluted hands? Would 
* not we be in honour and conſcience obliged to 
« exert that power which is placed in this houſe 
by our conftitution ? Would not we be obliged 
to call ſuch a miniſter to an account, and pull 
him from the ſummit of his power? For while 
he continued in the adminiſtration, we could 
never confidence nor aſſiſtance from any 
of our foreign neighbours; and conſequently, 
ve could never expect a ſeaſonable opportunity 
for doing ourſelves juſtice, againſt thoſe that had 
« invaded our rights or privileges. 
Whatever may be the preſent conjuncture of 
affairs in Europe, however unfortunate it may 
© be with reſpe& to this nation, I muſt think, 
* Sir, we can neither in prudence nor honour con- 
* tinue-t6 fit tamely under ſuch inſults and inju- 
© ries as we have lately ſuffered, nor can we now 
* truſt to general acknowledgments, declarations, 
or promiſes. As we have already been con- 
vinced by experience, that no general reſolution 
of this houſe can be effectual, for procuring ſa- 
* tisfation or ſecurity to our merchants; fo we 
have by experience been convinced, that no ge- 
* neral acknowledgment or promiſe, in = treaty 
between us and Spain, can be effectual for ſuch 
* a purpooſe, There is not a right or privilege 
now conteſted between us 2 — wit 
| * has been acknowledged by general words or 
* clauſes, in. almoſt every treaty that has been 
* concluded between the two nations; and by the 


Cp * 


< treaty. of Seville we were promiſed ſatisfaction, 
in general terms, for all the injuries they had 


done us before that time. How then can we 
expect, that general acknowledgments or pro- 


_ © miſes, in any future treaty, can prove of any 
effect? And can we in honour or prudence ac- 


o 


< ſatisfaction nor ſecurity? © 
The -preſent . circumſtances of Europe may, 


for What I know, be unfavourable : We may, 


perhaps, be reduced to the neceſſity of engaging 


n an unequal war; but the fortune of war, Sir, 


does not always attend that fide which appears 
< to, be the moſt powerful; and I hope we have 
< not yet negotiated. the affairs of Europe into 
ſuch a ſyſtem, as may have produced a formida- 
© ble alliance againſt us, without any one ally to 
< aſſiſt us; therefore, if we ſhould now be obli- 
c ged to enter into a war, for the preſervation of 
our trade and plantations, the event may diſap- 
point our fears, or do more than anſwer our ex- 


< pedtations: Whereas, if we wait for a more fa- 
< vourable opportunity, till our trade and planta- 
< tions. be quite undone, I'm afraid, we muſt wait 


< for that which never will happen. While we 
< remain in our preſent unſettled condition, while 
< we. continue. ſubject to ſuch inſults and depreda- 
tions, our trade muſt. daily decay; and the more 
© our trade decays, the leſs will our power be to 


_ © afliſt ourſelves, the leſs ready will any of our 


< neighbours be to aſſiſt us. It may then be out 
of the power of the, beſt and wiſeſt miniſters we 
can have, to break or prevent any alliance, that 
may be formed or forming againſt us, or to de- 
< feat the deſign of it, by a counter alliance; 
but at preſent, if any powerful alliance be form- 
< ed againſt us, and we cannot form a ſufficient 
counter alliance, it muſt be owing to ſome late 
* weakneſs or miſtake in our conduct; and I hape 
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ve have been guilty of no late miſtake, but 
« what may be rectified by the wiſdom and power 
of Parliament, if a reſolution ſhould be taken 
to enquire ſeriouſly and freely into the affair, in. 
order to take proper meaſures for rectify ing our 


« miſtakes, and for puniſhing thoſe that had been 


the cauſe of them. | 

s The: honourable gentleman wiſhes it were in 
our power to give laws to every potentate in 
Europe, and to preſcribe to them how they 
fſhould behave to one another. I wiſh ſo, Sir, 
« as well as he; but if it were, it would be ridi> 
* culous in us to make uſe of our power, in caſes, 
* where our own intereſt could be no way con- 


« cerned 3” and in caſes where our own intereſt is 


© concerned, © eſpecially where common juſtice is 
Pee J 


denied us, we ought to make as much uſe of 


our power as we can, however inconſiderable it 
* may be. There is a very great difference be- 
« twixt preſcribing to others, and allowing others 
to preſcribe to us. I am afraid, Sir, we have 
of late begun to allow a certain neighbourin 

power to preſcribe to us, particularly with regard 
to Spain: I am afraid it is to theſe preſcriptions 
we muſt impute the peaceful behaviour of the 
many expenſive ſquadrons, we have lately fitted 
out; and I am convinced, if we continue long 
in the ſame peaceable diſpoſition, the ſame pow- 
er will become able to preſcribe to others, as 


* well as to us. 5 


I ſhall confeſs, Sir, L am ſorry I'muſt confeſs, 
that this nation is not at preſent in a very good 


condition for entering into an expenſive war. 
* Our publick debts remain yet unſatisſied; our 


taxes are, moſt of them, as high as in time of 


war, and more numerous than they ever were 
b during the moſt heavy war; and what is wort 


* of all, a great part of them are mortgaged” for 


paying the yearly intereſt of our publick debts ; 
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about my on opinion, if I found it contrary to 


 Pantianmentaty A. the, 
s yet nevertheleſs, when ſelf-preſervation comes 


© to be at ſtake, we may find a fund ſufficient for 


< ſupporting a new war; for I ſhould, and I hope 
© moſt of my countrymen would, I am ſure every 
£ Britiſh ſubject ought to chuſe to live upon bread 
< and onions, rather than ſee the houſe of Bourbon 


giving laws to Europe. This is a misfortune, 


which every nation in Europe is equally obliged to 
guard againſt, and therefore in guarding: againſt 


+ it, we can never be deftitute of a powerful aſ. 
_ + ſiſtance, if this houſe do but its duty, which is, 
to take care, that our publick councils may al- 
3% N be directed by men of known abilities and 


unſuſpected integrity. e 

From what I have ſaid, Sir, I hope gentle- 
s men will ſee, that it would be both imprudent 
and puſillanimous in us, to allow the fear of a 
©, war to over-awe- us, With reſpe& to the reſolu- 
© tions we are to come to upon the preſent. occa- 


_ * ſion; and I hope it will appear, that no mi- 


ought to adviſe his Majeſty to agree to 
© any- future treaty, that contains nothing but 
© ſuch general acknowledgments and ies, as 
© have already been found ineffeQual ; therefore, 
« to tell us that we ought not to come to ſuch re- 
© ſolutions, as may prevent any nunifter's adviſing 
© his Majeſty to agree to ſuch a treaty, muſt be 


the ſame as to tell us, that we ought. not to | 


come to ſuch reſolutions, as may prevent a mi- 
© niſter's doing what he ought not to do, which 
cannot ſurely be an argument of any weight in 
ry bs. other debate. 

Whatever other gentlemen may think of po- 
* pularity, whatever regard they may have for 
that I ſhould be nat only afraid, but aſhamed 
of being an object of publick hatred or con- 
« tempt; and I ſhould be extremely doubtful 


« the 
i n 
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the opinion of moſt of my countr ymen. Upon 
any ſudden emergency, the people may form 
a wrong opinion, or they may upon ſome oc- 
caſions be miſled by artful and deſigning lead- 
ers; but when the people have time to conſi- 
der, and when they enquire into any affair 
without prejudice, the Opinion that prevails 
among the generality of them, has in moſt 
caſes been found to be right. As to its being 
a ſeaſonable opportunity for entering into a 
war, the people may not be ſufficiently able to 
„Judge 3 but as to the cauſes of a war, the 
people are always able to judge, whether 
o Ny are juſt and reaſonable or not; and for 
this reaſon moſt nations, when they declare 
war, endeavour to juſtify their conduct by 
* publick manifeſto's. As it is the general 
opinion in this nation, that we have now ſuf- 
« ficient reaſons for declaring war againſt Spain, 
© as moſt men think that we ought long ſince 
to have revenged, in a hoſtile manner, _ af- 
* fronts that have been put upon us, thoſę a- 
monſt us who affirm the contrary, may, for 
«* what I know, have ſome prudence, but I am 
* fure they are not overburdened with modeſty. 
ſ With reſpect to the event of a wat, the caſe, 
ir, is, indeed, very different; for neither the 
3 nor the moſt clear-ſighted miniſters can 
pretend to form an pa certain opinion about it; 
© and as the people of all countries have general- 
* ly too good an opinion of their own courage 
0 * Macon, as. this is an opinion which all 
vernments endeavour to promote, there- 
_ for people have for the moſt part greater 
from the event of a war, than they 
> reaſonably hope for; ſo. that the event of 
* almoſt every war — be ſuch as will not fully 
1 1 the i expectation; yet when a 
| „when the effects of con- 
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t tinuing in peace muſt be as fatal as the moſt 


Lad 


unfortunate event of a war, can any man be ſo 
follicitous about his own ſafety, and fo regardleſs 


ſuch a deſtructive peace, only for fear the peo- 
ple ſhould blame him, and enquire into his 
conduct, in caſe the war he had adviſed, ſhould 
happen to prove unſucceſsful? ' 

Sir, our late peaceable conduct, our tame 


ſerves to be enquired into, and may, for what 
I know, deſerve the cenſure of Parliament; I 
am ſure it has already met with the cenſure of 


can have the leaſt reaſon to apprehend an en- 
quiry or cenſure, for adviſing us to try the fate 
of war, in caſe we ſhould find that we cannot 
by peaceable means obtain full reparation for 
all paſt injuries, and effectual ſecurity againſt 
any ſuch in time to come; and as experience 
has taught us, that we can expect no reparation 
or ſecurity from general acknowledgments, or 
bare promiſes, we ought, - by our refolutions 
upon this occafion, to prevent, if poſſible, its 


themſelves to be amuſed with ſugh acknowledg- 
ments or promiſes, in any future treaty. This, 
Sir, is the more neceſſary, becauſe from this 
very debate, I think, we have reaſon to ſuſpett, 
that ſome of our miniſters are inclined to accept 
© of any thing, rather than run the riſk of a war. 


© afraid of entering into a war, T am no judge of; 
but J hope they are peculiar to themſelves, I 


ind declared war. If 
— 2 they 


— 


of that of his country, as to adviſe continuing 


ſubmiſſion to ſo many inſults and injuries, de- 


the people; but neither the honourable gentle- 
man that ſpoke laft, nor any other, I believe, 


being in the power of our miniſters, to allow 
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ED are, ac Ss our: ** nent and 
+ condudt. is a ſubject highly worthy of the en- 
r and conſideration of Parliament. 
In order therefore, Sir, to put it out of the 
© power of, or at leaft to make it unſafe for, any 
of our miniſters to adviſe his Majeſty to. ratify 
ſuch a future treaty, as can neither procure re- 
paration for what is paſſed, nor ſecurity in time 


to come, we ought to agree to the reſolutions 
firſt propoſed; and if they could be made more 


Mu and explicit, I ſhould be for any a- 
mendment that would make them ſo; but as 


they now ſtand, the agreeing to them 5 1 


think, the leaſt we can do upon the preſent oc- 
caſion. From our agreeing to ſuch reſolutions, 


our fellow ſubjects will be convinced that we 
are ſerious, and they will from thence begin to 


conceive hopes, that their rights and privileges 
will ſoon be vindicated and aſſerted, either by 
a, vigorous war, or by an honourable treaty : 

Even the Spaniards will be convinced, that they 


can no longer pretend to amuſe us with tedious 


negotiations, or general promiſes: Whereas, 


if we curtail theſe reſcutions in the manner the 


honourable gentleman has, by his amendment, 


propoſed z our fellow ſubjects will deſpair of 
ever mY with redreſs or ſecurity; and the 
conceive hopes, they may conti- 


Spaniards w 


nue to negotiate and treat with our miniſters, 
and at the ſame” time plunder our merchants, 


for ten years to come, as they have done for 


ten years paſt. 


I ſhall conclude, Sir, moth obſerving, that | 
the reſolution, as it will ſtand by means of the 
honourable gentleman's amendment, or rather 


the new reſolution he has propoſed, will, upon 
examination, appear to be in the ſame terms 
with the anſwer, which our miniſters have ſent 


to the laſt * 3 — whence it 
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| © will of courſe be ſuppoſed, that the reſolution 
© of this houſe was dictated by the fame perſon 
that drew up that anſwer; and I cannot think 
© it conſiſtent with the honour and dignity of this 
© houſe, to give 3 without doors any ſhadow 
© of reaſon for ſuſpecting, that the reſolutions of 
<. this houſe are dictated by our miniſters of ſtate; 
© for in all our refolutions, but eſpecially upon 
© the preſent occaſion, we ought to ſpeak our own 
© ſenſe, the ſenſe of thoſe we repreſent, the ſenſe 
| Fw the nation, and not the ſenſe of miniſters.” 


| Henry Pelham, Eſq; ſpoke next in ſubſtance as 
e viz. 


Mr. Felbams © Mr. ates 5 | 
eb. Sir, Gentlemen may give whatturn they pleaſe 
to the queſtion now before us; but, in my opi- 
nion, there is nothing more plain than that the 
queſtion. truly is, whether we ſhall come to one 
general reſolution; or, if we ſhall come to a par- 
ticular reſolution upon every particular right or 
5 pr rivilege now in diſpute between us and Spain? 
he queſtion cannot be, whether we ſhall come 


&' 

c 

« 

— 

= 

to ſuch reſolutions, as may be effectual for pro- 
« curing reparation and ſecurity to our merchants, 
or whether we ſhall come to ſuch a reſolution 
5 as we know can have no effect? Becauſe it is 
© certain, no reſolution of this houſe can be effec- 
« tual for ſuch a purpoſe, If any reparation or 
* ſecurity is to be procured in a peaceable way, it 
is to be procured” by negotiation only; and no 
© negotiation can be carried on but by thoſe em- 
* ployed by his Majeſty : If it is not to be pro- 
© cured in a peaceable way, it muſt be fought for 
in a hoſtile manner, which is not to be govern- 
ed or directed by the reſolutions of this houſe, 
© but by his Majeſty only; therefore it is not the 
5 — of this Route,” that can be ee 


8 


—_ 


* effectual for procuring our merchants either res 
+ paration or ſecurity, but the meaſures which his 


> 
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Majeſty ſhall pleaſe to take for that purpoſe. 


Thus, Sir, it appears, that there are but two 
methods of obtaining ſatisfaction from Spain, 
ane by way of negotiation, and the other by 


force of arms; and of theſe two, I hope it will 


be granted, the firſt ought to be preferred. 
Now it has been ſaid, and, I think, juſtly ſaid, 


that if we ſhould agree to the reſolutions. firft 


propoſed, we ſhall put it out of his Majeſty's 


power to obtain ſatisfaction for our merchants 
and ſeamen, or ſecurity for our trade and plan- 


tations, in a peaceable way; whereas, if we a- 
gree to the amendment propoſed, we ſhall leave 
it in his Majeſty's Pars to obtain what the 
petitioners pray for, by means of a negotiation, 


without laying him under any obligation, or 


even a temptation, to accept of any thing lefs 


than what is contained in the particular reſolu- 
tions propoſed, in caſe it ſhould appear to him 


that nothing leſs will be effectual, and that he 
has gat a proper opportunity for inſiſting upon 
the utmoſt the nation can demand. From 
whence, I muſt conclude, that the proper quef- 


tion now before us is, whether we ſhall by our 


reſolutions make an immediate war unavoida- 
ble, let the preſent conjuncture be what it will; 
or, if we ſhall leave it in his Majeſty's power to 
endeavour to-obtain redreſs by way of negotia- 
tion; and J hope there is no gentleman within 
theſe walls, ſo fond of fighting, as to be for in- 


volving the nation in a dangerous and expenſive 


war, even though every thing: we could aſk, 


ſhould be previouſly offered in a peaceable way; 


I am ſure no man would in ſuch a caſe be for 
war, but ſuch as are of deſperate fortunes, or 
guided by a falſe ambition ; and their motives 
for war cannot be 0 Aa Wwe 
r 910 | | 2 | 40 
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. * their country, but from a ſelfiſh deſire of be- 


o 
c 
* 
* 
5 
8 
. 
© There may be ſome without doors, who long 
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ing able to raiſe their own glory, or their own 
e fortunes, at the Peri and expence of their coun- 
4 ; 


0 Whatever che honourable gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, may be pleaſed to ſay upon the pre- 
Fo occaſion, with reſpect to the power of the 

crown, or the power of this houſe, I hope, Sir, 
that neither he, nor any other gentleman who 
has the honour of ſitting here, wiſhes, we had 
any more power as members of this houſe, than 
* what is veſted in us by our happy conſtitution. 


to ſee the whole power or government of the 


nation lodged in this houſe; but ſuch gentle- 
men do not, ſurely, underſtand our conſtitution, 


nor do they know wherein its happineſs conſiſts; 

and if they would but reflect upon the confuſion 

and ranny that enſued, within the laſt centu- 
* Iy, from this houſe's having aſſumed more 
power than it ought to have, I am ſure they 


© would not deſire to ſee the leaſt ſtep made to- 


« wards a re-aſſumption of the ſame power. 
But ſuppoſe, Sir, we had as much power as 


dur predeceſſors in this houſe aſſumed to them- 


« felves, a little before the middle of laſt century, 
© we would not ſurely, for the ſake of raiſing the 


| 2 ſpirits of ſome deſponding perſons amongſt us, 


put the nation to the expence of fitting out 
ſquadrons, or ſending out armies, till we had 
once found that nothing elſe would prevail. 
* The gloomineſs of ſome people's natural diſ- 
ſitions may make them ſubject. to deſpair; 

: WG I am certain no man has from what is paſf⸗ 


© ed, the leaſt cauſe to doubt of his Majeſty's 


0 g and conduct, or of his inclinations to 

* procure reparation to his injured ſubjects, and 
0 2 to the trade of his kingdoms; there- 
6 fore, I believe, there are very few 1 in the * 
; by « that 


. DEBATES. 


« that mae? in the leaſt, but that his Majeſty 
< will ſoon procure full ſatisfaction b way of ne- 
« gotlation, or will take proper pune for ob- 
« taining it by force of arms; ſo that we have no 
© occaſion for coming to any reſolutions, and 
* much leſs for putting the nation to any expence, 
in order to revive the hopes of thoſe that are 


Os, or to prevent any man's Wee 


9 


* the reſt, with that of havin 


ever meeting with redreſs; and with reſpe 


to foreigners, it is certain, nothing can in a 
more forcible manner influence their councils, 
than their perceiving that the Parliament puts 
an entire confidence in his Majeſty's 7 BA 
which they will neceſſarily preſume from our 
coming to a general reſolution only, upon the 
< preſent occaſion, whereas if we ſhould enter into 
« a diſcuſſion of our ſeveral rights and privileges, 
and come to a particular reſolution upon each, 
it will be of courſe ſuppoſed at all foreign 
* courts, eſpecially at that of Spain, that we doubt 
either of the abilities or inclinations of thoſe, 
that are employed by his Majeſty i in the admi- 
* niftration of 


uct, 


our publick affairs. 
* I ſhall with pleaſure grant, Sir, that our be- 


ing ſituated in an iſland, and in a manner de- 
tached from the reſt of the world, furniſheth us 


«with many conſiderable adyant: ges, and among 
it often in our 
* power, to make an advantage of the diſputes 


and jealouſies that happen to ariſe among our 


* neighbours upon the continent. This may of- 


* ten furniſh us with a proper opportunity for, 


* vindicating or aſſerting our rights and rivile- 
ges; but it cannot at all times, and juſt when 


* we ſtand in need of it. The affairs of Europe 
may take ſuch an unlucky turn, as to Unite two 


potent neighbours againſt us, at a time when 


< the reſt are at variance amongſt themſelves, or 
? ſo much engaged or intangled, that they can- 


7” not 


* 


— — * Fn, N 5 — — 2 
5 n we =_ > - 3 7 — . > * A s 
7 * FE T * * 8 2 J 3 * 2 * N 
— <= <a 3 n 9 * 1 — 52 At . - —®.,5 
> ha cf nee — — — 4 L a * —— 2 — 
— — 4 2 pr * pI = — On —̃ͤ — — — ob. 2 5 — — - — 
— — — - - — — — — rn — . — = — — — — 
— — — 5 2 S 


on bog ei ap It edt Hr annie We we i ASE renee CELTS eee. 
» ao ia r — D b 
K — - - —_—_—— 2 "ELIE, 


— — - 


gg. — —— — 


— — 2 


— — ——ͤ— —4— —— 


3 an — 


— — 


— — 


| 
| 
| 
| 
+ 1 
: 
: 
' 
: 
; 
' 
| 
C2 
: 
1 


* 
i 
: 
' 
| 
1 
| 
' 
: 
4 
' 
- 


* 


F ertiAn ENTRY 4. 7386. 
not give us any aſſiſtance; ard therefore we 
< may ſometimes be in danger of being involved 
in a war at an unſeaſonabſe juncture. Whether 
the preſent be ſuch à one, I ſhall not take upon 
me to ſay; but if it is, I am ſure the viſeſt 
thing we can do is, to continue our negotiations, 
or even to accept of a treaty of peace, though 
it ſhould contain nothing but general acknow- 
ledgments and confirmations, in hopes that a 
+ ſhort time may produce ſuch an Alteration of 
affairs in Europe, as will afford us an opportuni- 
© ty for inſiſting upon ſuch new explanations and 
particular conceſſions, as we may then think 
5 reaſonable; and as his Majeſty only can judge 
* of the ſeaſonableneſs or unſeaſonableneſs of the 
© preſent conjuncture, therefore, it would be 
wrong in us to do any thing that might bring 
* an immediate war upon the nation, without 
knowing whether the preſent conjuncture be 
_ * ſeaſonable or not; which is 4 knowledge we can 
acquire no way, but by a declaration from his 
+ Majeſty; and ſurely no gentleman that has a 
© regard for his country, would deſire his Majeſty 
to declare, before ſuch a publick and numerous 
© aſſembly, that we cannot at preſent propoſe to 
enter into a war with any proſpect of advan- 
tage; becauſe, not oy the Spaniards, but all 
. © thoſe with whom we have now any difpute, 
_ © would certainly take advantage of ſuch a decla- 
+ ration : They would from thence preſume, they 
© might force us to agree to any terms of peace 
| © they pleaſed to prefcribe, or at leaſt they would 
© become much leſs tractable than they were be- 
fore they heard of ſuch a declaration. 
I ſhall confeſs, Sir, that ſome branches of 
<'our trade, and likewife ſome of our plantati- 
ons, have ſuffered a little by the late behaviour 
of Spain towards us; but their ſufferings are 
+ not, I believe, near fo conſiderable as foie be. 
Os | Pl 
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R 
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_ © ceſs. © If the Spaniards were always to behave 


. 75 DEBATES. 
ple ſeem fond of repreſenting ; and had theſe 


< ſufferings been much more conſiderable, we 


* ought not to expoſe the whole to the fate of 


, war at an unſeaſonable juncture, for the fake 
of preſerving a part; eſpecially when we con- 
© ſider, that we can hardly | fail of getting an op- 
« portunity in a ſhort time, for endeavouring to 

recover our loſſes, with a probable view of ſuc- 


towards us as they have done of late years, and 
© we were always to allow them to behave in the 
< ſame manner, the whole of our trade and plan- 
< tations might at laſt come to be in ſome dan- 

ger; but can it be ſuppoſed, Sir, that, unleſs 
© we immediately A war, the Spaniards will 


always continue to treat us as they have lately 
done? The court of Spain may become ſenſi- 


< ble of the injuſtice they have done us; and 
© when they do, we have, from the juſtice of his 
« Catholick Majeſty's natural diſpoſition, all the 


< reaſon in the” world to expect full reparation ; 


or they may become ſenfible of their own in- 


tereſt; and as ſoon as they do, they will cer- 


« tainly court our friendſhip, inftead of provo- 
fing our reſentment. | © 

But, ſuppoſe, Sir, the Spaniards ſhould go 
on in the fame way for ſome time longer, can 
< it de ſuppoſed that we fhall always bear ſuch 
treatment, with the ſame patience and good 
nature? Suppoſe we have as yet ſome hopes 
© of obtaining ſatis faction by peaceable means, or 
< ſuppoſe the preſent an unſeaſonable juncture, for 
< us to declare war a Spain; are we from 
© thence to prefume, that we ſhall always enter- 


* tain the ſame hopes, or that the affairs of Eu- 


© rope will always continue upon the preſent foot- 
* ing? No, Sir, tis impoffible we can entertain 
* fuch' hopes above half a year or a year longer; 


$ and from the diſputes and * which the 
M 4 * honourable 
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© honourable gentleman ſays muſt. neceſſarily hap- 


= 


- 
- 
- 


hopes | 
' ſoon offer for obtaining it by force of arms, with- 


a a DAR A . ·mãggj‚ AS 60 oo LL 


pen, or continually te TOO the powers 
upon the continent, we muſt preſume, that an 


alteration will ſoon happen in the affairs of Eu- 
rope, 


'rom that alteration we may probably 
get a proper opportunity, for making the court 
of Spain heartily repent. of their behaviour to- 


wards us, It will then be a proper ſeaſon for 


us to declare war; and if full ſatisfaction is 


% Ia - 


not made us before that time, we may be aſ- 


ſured his Majeſty will take hold of it, and 
make the proper uſe of it, for glutti 


ting the re- 
venge, as well as repairing the honour. of. the 
nation. As this ſeaſon cannot, from the natu- 
ral courſe of things, be ſuppoſed to be very 
remote, neither qur trade, nor our plantations, 
can ſuffer much in the mean time; and there- 


fore we may wait yet a while, in hopes of ob- 


peaceable means, or in 


taining ſatisfaction y or 1 
favourable: opportunity wall 


7 


out the leaſt ground for ſuppoſing, that our trade 


and plantations will thereby be utterly undone. 


I ſhall always be as ready, Sir, as any man, 
to ſacrifice my all, for preſerving the honour 
and independency of my country; but if the 


nation be in ſuch a melancholy condition as the 


honourable gentleman has been pleaſed to repre- 
ſent, ſurely we ought at leaſt to be cautious of 
doing any thing that may tend to involve the 
nation in war. We ought to avoid doing any 
thing, that may ſeem to have ſuch a tendency, 
unleſs it appear abſolutely neceſſary. for our im- 
me preſervation ; and, I believe, no gen- 
tleman will ſay, that our immediate preſervation 


+ depends upon our having thoſe rights and pri- 


« vileges, now conteſted by Spain, ſeverally and 


o 


particularly aſſerted by the reſolutions of this 


$ houſe; becauſe. his Majeſty, in his negotiations 


with 


A. 1738. DE BAT 1 
with Spain, may inſiſt, and peremptorily inſiſt, 
upon their being acknowledged and declared in 
1 manner, tho? we ſhould now come to no 
© one reſolution, either general or particular, upon 
the ſubject ; and his Majeſty will certainly do 
© fo, if it ſhould appear neceſſary for our imme- 
« diate-preſervation :: But I am far from thinking, 
« that it will be neceſſary for his Majeſty to inſiſt 
upon ſuch particular acknowledgments, declara- 
tions, or promiſes; for the behaviour of two 
independent nations to one another, does not ſo 
much depend upon the general or particular ſti- 
« pulations that are between them, as upon the 
5 neceflity- they reſpectively think they have, for 
« cultivating a reciprocal friendſhip. If the Spa- 
niards begin to think, that they ought, for 
* their own ſakes, to cultivate a friendſnhip with 
this nation, (and, as ſoon as they begin to 
think juſtly, they will think ſo) they will then 
perform any general promiſes they may make, 
or any general N N they may enter into 
with us, more ſtrictly and faithfully, than they 
+ would: perform the moſt expreſs and particular 
« ſtipulations, if they ſhould think otherwiſe. 
We have at preſent, Sir, and muſt always 
have, diſputes with other nations as well as 
«© Spain; and without doubt, it would be ex- 
« tremely convenient for us to have all the rights 
5 and privileges, which any nation pretends to 
* diſpute with us, fully explained, and particu- 
* larly declared and eſtabliſhed : But, I believe, 
* we never made a treaty, where we could ob- 
* tain all that was convenient for us: I be- 
© lieve, no nation ever did; for pr e Blanc be 
is not properly a treaty; it is the law which 
© the conqueror preſcribes to thoſe he has con- 
. * quered. In every caſe where a treaty is to be 
made, both the contracting parties muſt accom- 
5 modate' themſelves to times and circumſtances : 
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and neither party can, or will, inſiſt upon all 


they can aſk, left by ſo doing they loſe what 
they may have. This muſt be our caſe, if we 


ever come to any future treaty with Spain. We 
muſt dr dhe ourſelves to times and cir- 
cumſtances, and muſt inſiſt upon no more than 


they will then admit of; but if this houſe 
ſhould agree to the refoliitions: firſt propoſed, 


it will put it out of the ee e 


to adviſe. his Majeſty to accommodate himſelf 
to times and circumſtances, in relation to any 
future treaty with Spain; which will of courſe 


make a war unavoidable; for it is not to be ſup- 


poſed we can ras with Spam. to agree to 


* every thing we e, unleſs we force them 
to it by a Lucceſaful war. Nay, after we have 


entered into a war, it is great odds if we meet 


with ſuch ſucceſs, as may intitle his Majeſty to 
inſiſt upon every thing, that may be ſuppoſed 


to be contained in reſolutions; ſo that it 
would be impoſſible for his Majeſty, or any of 


his ſucceſſors, to put an end to the war by a 


treaty of peace, or to agree to any preliminaries 
for that purpoſe, without firſt lay 5 Mae pre- 
liminaries before this houſe ; + h u publi- 
cation might put it in the power of thets that 
are enemies to both nations, to prevent: the ne- 
gotiation's taking effect. 

I hope, Sir, I have now made it appear, chat 
there is no neceſſity for our coming to ſuch 
particular reſolutions as were at firſt ; 
and that our coming to ſuch, might be attend. 
ed with | the. moſt fatal conſequences, becauſe 


it might not only involve the nation in 


a war, but involve it in a war, perhaps, 
at a very unſeaſonable and unlucky juncture. 
I know IJ am arguing againſt that, which ſeems 
to be the p fide af the queſtion: I know 
* that by „ 

| - © reſent- 


ſent- 
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c - reſentment Has been flirred 1 up among the peo 


ple, againſt the depredations committed by the 

* 1 and, \Fcconflls, they | deſerve our 
« higheſt teſentment; but we Zh 8 to ſhew our 
« reſentment by blows, not by words; and if we 
« chuſe an Improper time for giving the blow, 
ve may receive. a greater than we can give. I 
« ſhall always have a great regard for the eſteem, 
and likewiſe for the opinion of the people; but, 
I ſhall never do what I think contrary. to the in- 
« tereſt of my country, for the fake of gaining 
an immediate eſteem; becauſe, I know, it can 
„never be laſting; and I ſhould follow any po- 
« pulat opinion, rather than that relating to what 

© provocations may be fafficient for declaring war. 

6 "08 every ſuch queſtion, the people may be com- 
to a number of generals aſſembled in a 

r « oſt of war, and deliberating, whether. or 
no they ought to attack the enemy. Many of 
them may, and often do, give their opinion 
+ for attacking, not becauſe they think it the moſt 
* prudent, but left their courage ſhould be ſuſ- 


« pected, -in caſe they ſhould give their vote for 


* the other fide of the queſtion.” 8 
© Tho! his Majeſty's n ang be ages inſt 


this houſe's TP Ny by any of 5 reſo- 
lutiens, to tie up his 


make an immediate war Arr., let the 


preſent conjunRure be never fo unfavourable, it 


is not from thence to be inferred,” Sir, nor, do 
I believe, that they are inclined to accept of any 


« thing rather than run the riſk of a war; nor 


do I believe, they have any reaſons againſt a 
* war, that ate peculiar to themſelves. What- 
ever reaſons His Majefty may have, for not re- 
« ſolving upon an immediate declaration of war, 
, « whother t "hey prod from the hopes he may 
yet have © redreſs in a peaceable 

„ aver, erden His being ſenſible Tk 
« tate 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1738, 
e ſtate of affairs in Europe will, in a ſhort time, 
afford us a much more favourable opportunity 
for declaring war, they muſt be ſuch as affect 
the nation in general; and, they may be ſuch, 
as ought to induce us to try, for a while longer, 
the method of negotiation, or even to protract 
and continue our negotiations, after we are con- 


vinced that that method will at laſt prove in- 
< effectual, without being ſuch as ought to in- 
duce us to accept of a cruel and contemptuous 


peace, rather than have recourſe; to an open 
and declared war. The ſpace of half a year 


bd only; may fo change the face of affairs all over 


Europe, as to enable us to enter then into a war 
with great ſeeming ad vantage, and yet the pre- 
ſent conjuncture may be ſuch a one, that we 
cannot immediately enter into a war without 
2 nt ruin. Suppoſe, then, this to be the 
* caſe at preſent, would it not be highly impru- 
dent in us to do that, which muſt immediately 
involve the nation in a war? Would it be rea- 
< Bnable in us, to deſire his F. tar to commu- 


nicate to ſuch a numerous aſſembly, the pre- 


< ſent ſtate of affairs in Europe, or the alterati- 
ons which he expected might in half a year's 


time be brought about? Such a requeſt, his 
< Majeſty could not ſurely comply with; be- 


< cauſe, ſuch a communication would certainly 


render our preſent condition worſe, and might 


probably prevent thoſe alterations, from whence 

only we could expect to make it better. 
From the reaſons I have given, Sir, and, I 

hope, they will appear ſufficient reaſons, for 


- © our not agreeing to the reſolutions firſt propo- 


< ſed, I think it is evident, that the only reſolu- 
tion we can come to upon the preſent occaſion, 
< muſt be ſuch a one as my honourable friend 
has by his amendment propoſed. By ſuch a 


reſolution, we ſhall leave it entirely to his Ma- 


eſty, 
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jeſty, to inſiſt upon Fre acknowledgments 


of all our rights and privileges, now. conteſted 


by Spain, or to accept of general acknowledg- 
ments, in caſe the preſent ſhould appear to be 


an unſeaſonable conjuncture for our declaring war 


againſt that kingdom. By this, we may avoid 
a war, at leaſt we ſhall avoid being engaged 
in an unequal war; for; if we truſt to his Ma- 
jeſty's wiſdom, we, may depend on it he. will 


not involve the nation in war, unleſs he ſees 
that he has got a proper opportunity for. ſo do- 


ing. At the ſame time,. we ſhall, I think, by 
ſuch a reſolution, . aſſert the princi- 
pal right, now in diſpute between Spain and 
us, and we ſhall ſufficiently ſhew our reſent- 


* 


ment againſt the uſage our merchants and ſea- 


men have met with. This will convince the 
court of Spain, tliat his Majeſty will meet with 


the approbation and aſſiſtance of his Parliament, 
in whatever meaſures he may take for obtain- 


ing redreſs, which may probably make them 
alter their conduct towards us; and, from ſugh 
a reſolution, all thoſe who underſtand any 


thing of our conſtitution, will ſee, that we have, 


in this houſe, done as much as was poflible 


for us to do, upon ſuch an occaſion; from 


whence, every man, who has not N ve- 
ry diſmal in his conſtitution, will conclude, 
that he has no reaſon to deſpair of ſeeing juſ- 
tice done to himſelf and fellow ſubjects, and 
ta, rights and privileges of his country eſta- 
iſned. 1 
Before I have done, Sir, I muſt take notice 
of the objection made by the honourable _ 
man that ſpoke laſt. He fays, the reſolution, 
as it will ſtand by means of my honourable 
friend's amendment, will appear to be in the 
ſame terms with his Majeſty's anſwer to the 


laſt Spaniſh memorial; and, that therefore, we 
WY N ought 
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174 PARLIAMENTARY. A. 1738. 
N ought not to agree to it, left: it ſhould be 
thought that - the reſolution of this houſe was 
dictated by our miniſters of ſtate. I cannot 
 fay, Sir, that I have compared the two toge- 
ther, ſo as to judge whether they be in the 
ſame terms or not. But, ſuppoſe they are, is 
there any ſcandal in our agreeing with the 
crown, or even with our miniſters of late, 
when that which they have done appears to be 
right? Sir, in.my opinfon, this is Gf far from 
being an objection to the reſolution my honour- 
able friend has propoſed, that it is a ſtrong ar- 
gument for our agreeing to it; for, ſurely, it 
muſt adminiſter comfort and encouragement to 
our own people, to ſee his Majeſty and his Par- 
liament agreeing upon the ſame meaſures for 
their relic and, as it will convince the court 
of Spain, that there is a __ agreement, and 
thorough | underſtanding, between his Majeſty 
and his Parliament, it will be an argument of 
the greateſt weight with that court, for prevail- 
ing on them to agree to what his Majeſty has 
propoſed, or may propoſe, towards an accom- 
modation ; therefore, if we have a mind, that 
our preſent differences with Spain ſhould be ſet- 
tled in an _ amicable way, if we have a mind to 
incline them to hearken to reaſon, or the voice 
of peace, we ought to agree to the amend- 
ment propoſed: Nay, unleſs we have a mind 
to encourage or encreaſe their obſtinacy, by 
making them believe there is a diſunion and 
diſtruſt between his Majeſty and his Parlia- 
ment, we muſt agree to the amendment pro 
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The next e ſpoke was. Sir wi ai Want 


ham, whoſe ſpeech was to this effect, vis. 


Mr. Speaker, 


Sir, I am extremely PURI] to TR the 
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* prefent debate ſo much miſtaken, as I find it i 
is, by the honourable gentleman that ſpoke 


laſt.” Is there any gentleman in this houſe has 


ſuppoſed, is there any gentleman can ſuppoſe, 
that the reſolutions of this houſe can be effec- 
tual in the caſe now before us, without the 
concurrence of the crown? In all ſuch caſes, 
Sir, our reſolutions are offered by way of in- 
formation and advice to the crown; and for 
this reaſon, they are always laid defore his Ma- 
jeſty, together with the addreſs which we pre- 
ſent upon the ſame ſubject. We may, by our 


reſolutions, determine what are the rights of 


Sir William 
Wyndbam's 


ſpeecb. 


the nation, we may determine what are the in- 


juries we have ſuffered ; we may go farther, 


we may determine, or rather declare what me- 
thods we think ought to be taken for aſſerting 


thoſe rights, for revenging thoſe injuries ; but 


it is the crown only, that is to carry our reſo- 


lutions into execution; and unleſs they are car- 


ried into execution by the crown, or by thoſe 


employed by the crown, they cannot of them- 


ſelves be ſuppoſed to be effectual. 


In the preſent caſe, Sir complaint has been 
made to us, that our t rade has been interrupt- 
ed; that many of our merchant-ſhips have 
been plundered, and many ſeized and confiſca- 
ted; that many of our ſeamen have been cru- 
elly uſed; and that ſome of our moſt valuable 
and moſt undoubred rights and privileges have 
been invaded : The peritioners pray, that we 
would procure them relief, and that we would 


* a remedy for theſe evils.” What can 


they 


| 

. 
if 
| 
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they mean by: ſuch a prayer? Surely they do 


not mean, that this houſe ſhould declare war, 


or that this houſe ſhould ſend ambaſſadors to 


Spain to demand ſatisfaction. Either they muſt 


< mean, that if theſe grievances have been occa- 


< fioned by the fault or neglect of any of our 
_©-own ſubjects, we ſhould enquire into it, and 


< puniſh thoſe that have been to blame; or they 
< muſt mean, that we ſhould enquire what inju- 


< ries they have ſuffered, and what national 
rights or privileges have been invaded, that 


ve ſhould repreſent. to the crown thoſe injuries 
and . invaſions, and that we ſhould give/ſuch 
advice to his Majeſty as, if followed, will be 
effectual for procuring the relief and remedy 
* they pray for. We are to ſuppoſe, that his 


Majeſty will believe what we repreſent, that 


he will follow the advice given him by his 


faithful Commons, and that he will make the 
© reſolutions of this houſe a rule for his future 


conduct. Upon this ſuppoſition, it may be 
« ſaid, that one reſolution or one ſet of reſolu- 


©. tions, will be more ripen than another ; 


and therefore the queſtion now under our con- 


ſideration is, Which of the two propoſitions 


< made to us,. contains the fulleſt and trueſt re- 
: 1 of the national rights and privi- 
< leges that have been invaded, and of the in- 


Ee juries which our trade and merchants have fſuf- 


N 


fered; which of them contains that advice, 
. which, if followed, may be ſuppoſed to be 
moſt effectual for procuring that relief and re- 
medy for which the petitioners pray? 

In this light, Sir, let us compare the two 
propoſitions together, and we ſhall ſoon fee, 
which ought to be preferred. The: firſt con- 
tains a particular enumeration of the ſeveral 
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_ © grievances we labour under, mentions the pre- 


< tences that have been made uſe of for putting 
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© fuch grievances upon us, and particularly. if 
© ſerts, as well as ſets forth, every right or pri- 
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vilege that has been invaded. 


The ſecond 
contains only a' general repreſentation of the 


injuries we have ſuffered, without 8 | 
any one. pretence that has been made uſe o 


or properly afferting, or ſo much as mention- 


ing any one right or privilege that has been 


invaded : The firſt ſhews it to be our ſenti- 
ments, that the ſeveral rights and privileges of 


this nation, which have been invaded, ought 
to be particularly acknowledged; that the ſe- 
veral pretences made uſe of for invading them, 


ought to be particularly explained and expreſf. 


ly given up; and that an immediate and ſpe- 
cifick ſatisfaction ought to be inſiſted on: The 


ſecond, if agreed to, will make it be look'd 


on as the opinion of this houſe, that a gene- 


ral acknowledgment. of our rights, and a ge- 


neral ber f. f 1 wy be 8 
Of. MN 


5 Upon ſuch a ia Sir can any gen- 
tleman, after the Aa experience we have had, 
think that ſuch a general acknowledgment of 


our rights will be effectual for ſecuring” our 


trade in time to come? Can any gentleman 


now think, that ſuch a general promiſe will be 
effectual for procuring reparation to our mer- 


chants that have been plundered, or to our 


ſeamen that have been abuſed? Sir, it is im- 


poſſible for any man to think ſo, that is ac- 


quainted with the late behaviour of the Spa- 


niards towards us, and has read the treaty. of 
Seville, or any of the treaties now fubſiſting 


between this nation and Spain. His Majeſty, 


tis true, may, J hope he will, inſiſt upon par- 


ticular acknowledgments of our ſeveral rights 


that have been lately conteſted or invaded'; 


upon a ſufficient ſpecifick ſum, by way of re- 
Vo l. XVI. N * paration 
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| 178 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
| p paration to his injured ſubjects; and upon an 
1 © exemplary puniſhment's being inflicted 


© thoſe Spaniſh governors or commanders, that 
* have injured them: His Majeſty, I ſay, may 
© inſiſt upon ſuch terms, notwithſtanding any 
© opinion we may now give, or any reſolution 
* we may now come to; but certainly, it would 
be wrong in us to give, as the opinion of this 
_ © houſe, what cannot be the real opinion of any 
man in the kingdom. To offer ſuch an opi- 
nion by way of advice, would be a miſleading 
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of the crown, or enabling miniſters to do ſo; 
therefore, in duty to our Sovereign, in juſtice 
g * to our much injured country and countrymen, 
in in honour, in conſcience, with reſpe& to our- 
| * ſelves, we are bound not to give any ſuch 
© advice. oth 2c Tak 
þ Peace, Sir, is certainly preferable to war; 
i and every good man muſt wiſh, that his Ma- 
I jj jeſty may be able to procure ſatisfaction and 
| * ſecurity by way of negotiation: But war is pre- 
1 © ferable to an ignominious peace; and every 
1 © man} who has à regard for the honour of his 
1 country, or the ſafety of his fellow ſubjects, 
15 VWwould chuſe to ſee the nation involved in 
I | < war, let the event be what it will, rather than 
1 ſee it inſulted and abuſed, as it has been by 
1 Spain for almoſt theſe twenty years. By agree- 
1 ing to the reſolutions firſt propoſed, we do not 
0 put it out of his Majeſty's power to obtain ſa- 
i *  tisfaftion in a peaceable way, we only put it 
1 cout of the power of, or atleaſt make it hazar- 
"Fl dous for miniſters to adviſe his Majeſty to a- 
1] | + gree'to an ignominious treaty of peace; which 
1 © any treaty will be, that does not procure am- 
| ple ſatisfaction to our merchants and ſeamen, 
, ! that have, under frivolous pretences, been 
| © plundered and cruelly uſed; and a ſufficient 
A 


+ ſecurity againſt” our trade's being ieee 


under ſuch. pretences in time to come. For 
this purpoſe, every man mult be ſenſible from 
«* what's paſſed, that general acknowledgments 
or bare promiſes will not be effectual: The 
« rights that have been conteſted; muſt be ex- 
« preſsly and particularly acknowledged; and 
thoſe pretences that have been ſet up, for in- 
* terrupting our trade and plundering our mer- 
* chants, muſt be ſeverally and particularly ex- 
plained, and expreſsly removed, in order to 
prevent the ſetting up of any ſuch for the fu- 
ture. Nay, I am of opinion, that even the 
* moſt particular acknowledgments and explana- 
tions will not of themſelves prove effectual. 
We muſt inſiſt upon the puniſhing of thoſe 
* Spaniſh governors or captains of Guarda Coſta s, 
that have injured us, and upon ſome ſignal 
atonement's being made to the nation, for the 
many affronts that have been put upon it; for 
IJ am afraid the Spaniards have, from our late 

* behaviour, conceived ſuch an opinion of our 
fondneſs for peace, that they will ſhew but lit 
tle regard to the moſt particular and ſolemn 
engagements they may make with us. Their 
attack ſome years ſince upon Gibraltar, at a 
time when our harmleſs fleets appeared upon 
their coaſts without any hoſtile intention, I be- 
lieve, againſt them, or any of their allies; and 
their late attack upon our ſhips at the iſland 
of Tortugas, notwithſtanding its being a time 
of profound peace between the two nations, 
and notwithſtanding one of the moſt particular 
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made by one nation to another: Theſe two at= 
tacks, I ſay, with the continual attacks they 
make upon our ſhips in the bay of Campec bey, 
give me ſome reaſon for ſuſpecting, that they 
do not now think themſelves under a neceſſity 
of ſtanding upon ceremonies with regard to us, 
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12+ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738, 
© or-of obſerving the moſt particular and expreſs 
* ſtipulations they can make with us. 

I F ſhall not pretend, Sir, to diſpute the. good 
© natural diſpoſition of his Catholick Majeſty, or 
his inclinations to do juſtice to this nation; but 


I muſt ſay, we have as yet felt none of the ef- 


fects, either of the one or the other; and I am 


afraid, thoſe who have ſo good an opinion of 


his inclinations, will at laſt; find, they have 
< truſted to them more than they ought to have 


done. However, let his Catholick Majeſty's 


< natural diſpoſition be never ſo juſt, let his incli- 


nations towards us be never ſo favourable, if his 
© governors and. captains. in the Meſt-Indies are 
allowed to imagine, that they, may plunder, or 


* unjuſtly ſeize and confiſcate Britiſb ſhips, with- 
out any fear of puniſhment, if they find they 
* have nothing to -apprehend, but being ſimply 
obliged to reſtore, they will every now and 
then be nibbling; for reſtitution is ſeldom made 
compleat, ſomething will always ſtick to the 
+ fingers of the tellers 3 and as fuch diſputes are, 
we find, extremely tedious, poſſeſſion in the 
mean time will in every caſe be worth ſome- 
thing. For this reaſon we muſt, in my opini- 
on, inſiſt upon condign puniſhment, as well as 
compleat reſtitution, otherwiſe. our future ſecu- 
rity will always be precarious; and our inſiſting 
upon ſuch terms, or our obliging our miniſters 
to inſiſt upon ſuch terms, will not, I hope, 
make an immediate war neceſſary. Unleſs we 
have, by ſome very odd blunder in politicks, 
<.cook'd up ſuch a ſyſtem of affairs abroad, as 
has united ſome of the chief powers of Europe 
with Spain, and has at the ſame time detached 
from us, every ally we formerly had, or at leaft 
every ally that can afford us any aſſiſtance, I am 
ſure the Spaniards, will agree to ſuch terms, ra- 
< ther than come to an open rupture; fo that our 
ww” | JJ 
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© coming to ſuch reſolutions as were firſt propo- © 
_ © ſed, inſtead of making war neceſſary, will make 
peace, I mean a real and an honourable peace, 
more quickly attainable; becauſe” if Spais has 
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nothing but her own ſtrength to depend on, 
and if we have ſuch allies as we ought to have, 
and always may have, our reſolutions will make 
Spain think it neceſſary, to agree immediately to 
«* what. is juſt and reaſonable, in order to prevent 
og 
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a rupture; for though the court of Spain may 
believe, and may perhaps have found, that they 
can cajole and amuſe a Britiſb miniſter, I am 
convinced they are not ſo vain as to think, they 
can cajole or amuſe a Britiſh Parliament. | 
_ © Altho? we have not the power, Sir, to ſend 
out fleets or armies, or to give orders or inſtruc- 
tions to fleets or armies, yet as members of this 
houſe, we have, by our conſtitution, a power 
to enquire into the conduct of thoſe, who, by 
their employments, are to give his Majeſty their 
beſt advice in ſuch caſes ;' and, if upon enquit 
it ſhould appear, that they have not adviſed his 
+ Majeſty to ſend out proper fleets or armies, or 
have not adviſed him to give them proper in- 
ſtructions, for revenging the affronts that have 
been put upon the nation, we have a power, 
and we are in duty bound, to remove ſuch 
counſellors from his Majeſty's councils. But, if 
it ſhould appear, that ſuch counſellors adviſed 
pacifick meaſures, when immediate vengeance 
ought to have been taken, if it ſhould appear 
that the affronts offered, were of ſuch a high 
nature, that it was diſhonourable for the nation 
to ſubmit to a negotiation, we would, in that 
| caſe, have a power, and it would be our duty, 
to puniſh ſuch weak or wicked counſellors. + In 
< publick life as well as private, there are ſome af- 
<' fronts that cannot, by the cuſtom of nations, 
admit of a peaceful accommodation, or of any 
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PARLIAMENTARY: A. 1738, 
negotiation, for that purpoſe. If a gentleman 
ſhould be caned in the open ſtreets, and ſhould, 
inſtead of making a proper return, ſend a cler- 
gyman next morning to the aggreſſor, to beg 
that the affair might be made up in an amicable. 
way, the aggreſſor might, perhaps, look upon 
* his patient as a good Chriſtian, but, I am ſure 
he would not look upon him as a gentleman, or 
t man of courage; and therefore he would pro- 
© bably offer no other ſatisfaction, but fuch a one 
t as no man of honour could accept of, or per- 
+ haps, and moſt probably too, he would bully 
and fay, the fellow deſerved what he had met 
with. A man of true honour, upon meeting 
+ with ſuch an affront, would immediately take 
+ vengeance, or would graſp at the very firſt op- 
+ portunity for ſo doing; and till he had taken 
* what he thought a ſufficient revenge, he would 
+ accept of no pacifick ſatisfaction, nor admit of 
_ © any treaty for ſuch a purpoſe. | 

: 5 publick life, and in national affairs, the 
+ caſe is the ſame. There are ſome affronts that 
* may be put by one nation upon another, which 
_ © ought to be immediately reſented in a hoſtile 
manner. All attacks or inſults ought to be re- 
* ſented in ſuch a manner, when it appears evident 
* that it was done by publick authority. When 
an inſult is committed by the ſubjects of any 
* nation, without an apparent commiſſion, or 
other authority from their government, the in- 
* jured nation may ſend ambaſſadors to demand 
© ſatisfaction ; and ought not to reſent the injury 
© in a hoſtile manner, till the other nation has 
© made the act its own, or has taken the guilt 
«* upon itſelf, by denying or unreaſonably delaying 
to puniſh or give up the offenders, But when 
* the inſult or attack appears, from the very na- 
« ture of it, to have been committed by publick 
* authority, ſatisfaction ought not to be ſued for 
: 5 7 * by 
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his Majeſty their er advice, This, I think, 
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A. 1738. DEBATES. STS 
by ambaſſadors, it ought to be immediately ta- 


ken by fleets and armies, properly inſtructed for 
that purpoſe. Of this nature, I am of opinion, 
we ought to have reckoned ſeveral of the in- 
ſults put upon this nation by Spain, within this 


laſt dozen of years ; ſome of them, I am ſure, 


appeared by the very nature of them, to have 


been committed by publick authority, and there- - 


fore ought to have been immediately reſented, 
either by an open declaration of war, or by an 
attack upon their ſhips, or upon ſome part of 


their dominions. Nay, I may fay, that the 


court of Spain have made every injury that has 
been done us by any of their ſubjects, the act 
and deed of the whole nation ; for though they 
have acknowledged ſome of the injuries done, 
and have acknowledged them to be 1njuries, yet 


I do not hear that they have, in any one caſe, 


made a compleat reſtitution of all cofts and 
damages, or that they have puniſhed, or given 
up any one of the offenders. From hence, Sir, 
I muſt think, that thoſe who ought to adviſe 


his Majeſty, have been to blame, in not ad- 


viſing him to reſent ſome of the affronts that 
have been put upon us, by immediate hoſtili- 
ties, or an immediate declaration of war; I 


muſt think they have been to blame, in not ad- 


viſing his Majeſty, in moſt of the other caſes, 
to inſiſt more peremptorily upon a ſpeedy and 
compleat reſtitution; and upon a ſevere puniſh- 


ment's being inflicted upon all thoſe Spaniſh go- 


vernors or commanders of Guarda Cofta*s, that 
had any way injured the ſubjects of this king- 
dom; and, if I am right in my opinion, we 
ought, upon this occaſion, to go farther than 
any thing yet propoſed: We ought to enquire 
into the conduct of ſome of thoſe who are, 
by their paſts. or employments, obliged to give 
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6 Sir, 
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« Sir, is our duty; and if the reſolutions firſt 
< propoſed be agreed to, I hope, that agreement 
will be followed by a proper motion for this 
purpoſe. Such an enquiry, or a ſerious and ſin- 
cere reſolution for entering upon ſuch an enqui- 
ry, would, I believe, tend more to revive the 
drooping ſpirits of our injured fellow ſubjects, 
than any other reſolution we can come to. 

For this reaſon, Sir, I hope the reſolutions 
« firſt propoſed will be agreed to: For this reaſon, 
© if there were none other, I ſhould be for agree- 
ing to them; for if they are not agreed to, I 
am ſure no gentleman can expect to ſucceed, and 
therefore no gentleman will make any motion 
for ſuch an enquiry. The preſent unlucky ſtate 
of affairs in Europe, or the danger this nation 
may be in, of being involved in a heavy war, 
* can be no argument againſt ſuch an enquiry ; 
for it was upon ſuch occafions that the Roman 
people, while they retained their virtue, got their 
«* guilty magiſtrates puniſhed, and their own liber- 
ties ſecured. In their hiſtories, we have many 
examples of their inſiſting obſtinately upon a 
. 
: 
: 
> 
o 
» 
* 
0 
4 
7 
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confirmation, or enlargement of their privileges, 
or upon an enquiry into the conduct of their 
magiſtrates, when the enemy was almoſt at the 
gates of their city. This obſtinacy never did 
that brave people any damage; for as ſoon as 
they got their liberties ſecured, or their guilty 
magiſtrates puniſhed, their armies went out 
with alacrity, and returned with victory. In 
this country, I hope, upon the preſent occaſion, 
the caſe would be the ſame : Give the people 
but ſatisfaction : Put our fleets and our armies 
under thoſe, in whoſe wiſdom and conduct they 
have a confidence, and I promiſe for them, 
« they'll give a good account of their enemies. 
* Whereas, if you go to war, while your people 
are diſcontented, and conſequently diſpirited f 
1 | a 1 
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« if your fleets. and your armies are 8 the 
conduct of thoſe, who, by their paſt manage- 
ment, have forfeited their character, both a- 
mong your ſoldiers and failors, you can expect 
no ſucceſs, nor any triumphs, either from your 
« fleets or your armies. Therefore, in caſe a war 
© ſhould become unavoidable, I am afraid it will 
be neceſſary for us, to enter into ſuch an enqui- 

ry as I have mentioned; in order to give. fatis- 
faction to our people, either by juſtifying our 


late conduct, in caſe it ſhould appear to have 


been prudent and wiſe; or by removing or pu- 


* niſhing thoſe, that have been the chief adviſers 


of it, in caſe it ſhould appear to have been DV; 
ſillanimous and imprudent. 

But, Sir, as I am none of thoſe who 3 a 
very good opinion of our late conduct, as I 
think we have ſuffered a great deal too much, 
as I think we have neglected ſeveral good op- 


* portunities for doing ourſelves juſtice, and for 


putting the affairs of Europe upon almoſt as 


good a footing as we could deſire; therefore, 


© I am of opinion, that the beſt method we could 
* take for preventing a war, would be, to reſolve 
* immediately upon enquiring into our late con- 
duct; ' becauſe, if the enemies of this nation 
© have. got any advantages from our conduct in 
time of peace, they may reaſonably hope for 
greater in time of war, and therefore may now 
* refuſe to give us a proper ſatisfaction or ſecuri- 
ty, becauſe they are Icons of coming to a 
rupture; whereas, if we this day reſolve upon 
* an enquiry, our enemies will expect a change 
in our managers, and from thence a change in 
our conduct, which muſt diminiſh, if not de- 


* ſtroy their ko s of getting any thing by a war, 


* and may conſequently alter their inclinations. 
* To tell us, Sir, that the court of Spain can- 
b * Not, in a peaceable manner, be brought to agree 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738, 
to ſuch particular acknowledgments, and ſpeci- 
fick promiſes, as they have, by their own con- 
duct, made neceſſary for the ſatisfaction and ſe- 
curity of this nation, is to tell us, that they de- 
ſpiſe us. If this be the caſe, we can expect no 
real peace, notwithſtanding any new treaty we 
can make with them: We muſt expect, that 
after the next treaty, they will continue ta treat 
us as they have done fince the laſt: We can 
expect nothing but repeated inſults and depre- 
dations, till by a vigorous war we convince 
them of their error, and compel them to alter 
their behaviour. But this, Sir, is not the caſe; 
they may perhaps deſpiſe our negotiators; but, 
J am perſuaded they do not, I think they can- 
not, deſpiſe. the nation. They may hope, that 


to come by pacifick inſtructions, as they have 
been upon ſome former occaſions; but they 
know too well the alacrity and courage both of 
our ſoldiers and ſailors, not to be afraid of their 
being ſent againſt them with proper inſtruc- 
tions: The beſt thing, therefore, we can do 
upon the preſent occaſion is, to lay our negoti- 
ators under a neceſſity of treating with them, 
upon a footing different from what they have 


furniſhing any fleets or armies, they may, here- 
after, put the nation to the expence of ſending 
out, with ſuch inſtructions, as ſhall make them 
ſpread terror, inſtead of laughter, wherever 
they come. For this purpoſe, the reſolutions 
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firſt propoſed, are ſo far from being tao parti- 
cular or explicit, thar, I think, they ought to 
be made mare particular and more explicit. It 
* we ſhould add to each of them in expreſs terms, 
that it is the opinion of this houſe, that war 
* ought to be declared againſt Spain, unleſs ſuch 
* a right or privilege ſhould be particularly ac- 
b ? © knowledged, 
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knowledged, or unleſs ſuch a violation of the 
law of nations, or ſuch an inſult ſhould be ato- 
ned for, by puniſhing or giving up the authors, 
I do not think we would be in the leaſt to 
blame; and, with regard to the damage, that 
has been done to our merchants and feamen, if 
we ſhould appoint a ſele& committee to take a 


particular account of it, and to ſtate the ſpeci- 


fick ſum they thought it amounted to, and if 
we ſhould upon their report come to -a reſolu- 
tion, that ſuch a ſpecifick ſum ought to be de- 
manded and peremptorily. inſiſted on, for ma- 


king good that damage to the ſufferers, I am 


convinced, very few perſons in this nation 
would think we had gone a bit too far. We 


are fully ſenſible, that we have in vain truſted 
to general acknowledgments, and that we have 
in vain ſent commiſſaries: If we truſt to ſuch 
acknowledgments in any future treaty, if we 


[ſend any more ſuch meſſengers, we ſhall become 
the ſcoff and ridicule, not only of the Spaniards,. - 


but of all Europe. | 
* However, Sir, I ſhall not infiſt upon making 
any ſuch amendments to the reſolutions firſt 
propoſed ; becauſe, I am confident, that as ſoon 


as thoſe reſolutions are laid before his Majeſty, 


he will order and impower ſome proper perſons, 
to examine particularly into the ſeveral depre- 
dations that have been committed upon his ſub- 
jects, and to ſtate the ſpecifick ſum they amount 
to. I am likewiſe confident, that in any future 
treaty, his Majeſty will inſiſt upon this ſpecifick 
ſum's being immediately paid, or ſuch ſecurity's 
being given for it, as ſhall make the payment 


of it ſpeedy and certain; that he will inſiſt u 


on an expreſs acknowledgment of every right 
that has been lately conteſted; and, that he will 


inſiſt upon an exemplary puniſnment's being 
inflicted upon all thoſe Spaniſp governors and 
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commanders of Guarda Coſta's, who have inju- 
red his ſubjects, or inſulted his crown. Theſe 


things, 1 ay, Sir, I am confident his Ma; jeſty 
will inſiſt on; at leaſt, the reſolutions of his 
faithful Commons, in caſe we agree to thoſe 


that were firſt propoſed, will, in ſome meaſure, 
ſhew that they ought to be inſiſted on 


I am ſurprized, Sir, to hear his Majeſty's 


name, or his Majeſty's wiſdom and 58 ſo 
much made uſe BE or in ſuch a manner made 
uſe of, as they have been, by ſome gentlemen 
in this debate. The name of Majeſty is ſo 
facred, that it ought to be as little made uſe 
of in any of our debates, as poſſible; and, his 


preſent Majeſty's wiſdom and conduct is fo 
well known, that, if it were poſſible for him 


to ſee every thing with his own eyes, and to 
execute every act of government or power by 
himſelf, without the interpoſition of miniſters 
or ſervants, there would be no occaſion for our 
entering into any enquiry, or coming to any 
reſolutions. We are not, Sir, ſo much as to 
doubt of our Sovereign's wiſdom or conduct 
in any affair whatſoever; but, the wifdom and 
conduct of his miniſters or ſervants, we may 
doubt of, we ought to doubt of it: It is what 
we ought often to enquire into; and, I muſt 
think, there was never greater occaſion for 
doubting of it, and enquiring into it, than at 
preſent. For this reaſon, whatever I have ſaid, 


or may ſay, upon the ſubject now under our 


conſideration, will, I hope, be ſuppoſed to be 
meant only of his Majeſty s miniſters. If I find 


fault with our paſt conduct, or ſay, that I ſuſ- 


pect our conduct in time to come, I can mean 
nothing but the conduct of our miniſters; and 


that conduct, I hope, I may freely examine in- 


to, and freely cenſu ure, without giving any juſt 


* offence. I believe there is no man in the king- 


dom 


4. 1738. DEBATES.” 
dom queſtions, but that his Majeſty would have 
long ſince obtained full ſatisfaction and ſecurity, 

either in a peaceable way, or by force of arms, 
if he had not been miſinformed, and miſled by 

advice, which now, I think, appears to have 

been none of the moſt prudent; and, if foreign- 
ers have begun to preſume, which I am afraid 
they have, that our miniſters are weak and im- 
« prudent, and upon that preſumption have be- 
gun to treat this nation in a haughty, unjuſt, 
or contemptible manner, their perceiving that 
the Parliament continues to put an entire confi- 
« dence in the conduct of ſuch miniſters, will not, 
I am ſure, prevail with them to alter their con- 
duct, with regard to this nation, in time to come. 
J am glad, Sir, to hear it owned, even by 

the gentlemen who have ſpoke upon the other 
« fide of the queſtion, that our happy ſituation, 
* as an iſland, may often, though, as they ſay, 
* not always, furniſh us with a proper opportuni- 
ty, for vindicating and aſſerting our rights and 
privileges againſt any neighbouring nation what- 
ever. I am of opinion, Sir, that our ſituation 
* will always furniſh us with ſuch an opportunity, 
* if we have the good luck to be under a prudent 
and wiſe adminiſtration ; becauſe, while we hold 
the balance of power in Europe, we ſhall'always 
* be provided with ſuch an opportunity; and, 
Ve can never loſe holding the balance of power 
in Europe, but by a long ſeries of egregious 
* blunders. However, ſuppoſing that our ſitua- 
tion does not always furniſh us with ſuch an 
opportunity, if, as the gentlemen ſay, it often 

does, I cannot comprehend how it has happen- 
ed, that we could find no ſuch opportunity for 

* theſe twenty years paſt; for, every one knows, 
that it is more than twenty years ſince the Spa- 


* 


* 


R „ 


niards firſt began to incroach upon or invade 
* ſome of our rights or privileges; and, it muſt 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738, 
© be granted, that ſince they firſt began, they 
have continued without any long intermiſſion. 
< I am, therefore, very ſuſpicious, we have of 
late years neglected ſeveral good opportunities 
for compelling them to ſettle all diſputes with 
us to our own liking ; and, from thence, there 
is, I think, great reaſon to fear, that thoſe who 
have neglected paſt opportunities, will not 
make a good uſe of any future, nor take ad- 


vantage of the next that happens, unleſs we lay 
them under a ſort of neceſlity for ſo doing, by 


the reſolutions we come to upon this occaſion ; 
for which reaſon, whatever confidence I may 
place in his Majeſty's wiſdom and conduct, I 
am not for our placing ſuch an entire confidence 
< in the wiſdom and conduct of his miniſters, as 
* ſome gentlemen ſeem deſirous we ſhould. 
In deliberating what we ought to do upon 
the preſent occaſion, we are not, Sir, to conſi- 
der, whether the preſent conjuncture be a pro- 
per one, for repairing our wrongs, and vindi- 
< cating our rights and privileges. We are to 
* conſider, what rights and privileges of this na- 
tion have been invaded by Spain, and what in- 
< juries they have done us, in order to declare 


and repreſent them to his Majeſty; and we 


are to: conſider: and repreſent to his Majeſty, 
in what manner the former ought to be aſſert- 
eds, and the latter reſented. This we are to 
do, that his Majeſty may from thence ſee the 
rights and privileges of his kingdom that 
have been invaded, and the injuries that have 
been done to his ſubjects; and that he may 
< know what we think ought to be done upon 
ſuch an occaſion. His Majeſty only, is to con- 


ſider whether the preſent be a ſeaſonable con- 


« juncture, for doing what ought to be done; and 
if it is not, he will of courſe conſider, how it 
© comes, that the preſent oonjuncture of affairs in 
0 5 Europe, 
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Europe, happens: to be ſo hop * this 
nation. This will naturally make him reflect 
upon the late informations and advices he has 
received, and if they appear to have been 
wrong, it will make him change his meaſures, 
and perhaps: his counſellors. If his Majeſty 
ſhould, upon examination, find, that the pre- 
ſent is not a proper ſeaſon for inſiſting upon 


ſuch terms as we ought to have, he cannot, by. 


the reſolutions propoſed, or by any reſolutions 
of this houſe, be obliged to inſiſt peremptorily 
upon ſuch terms, nor can his miniſters be expo- 
ſed to any danger, for adviſing him to accept of 
leſs honourable or leſs convenient terms, rather 
than involve the nation in war, at ſuch a junc- 
ture. If his Majeſty ſhould, on account of the 
preſent unlucky ſtate of affairs i in Europe, ac- 
cept of general acknowledgments and general 
promiſes, though ſuch acknowledgments and 
promiſes: ſhould, as they probably will, prove 
ineffectual, the unſcaſonableneſs of the conjunc- 
ture will be a ſufficient excuſe, for. thoſe who 
adviſe him to do ſo, notwithſtanding the reſolu- 
tions of this houſe, providing they can ſhew, 
they had no hand in rendering. the conjuncture 
ſo unfavourable for their country, nor. had neg- 
lected to take advantage of any preceding con- 
juncture that was favourable. With regard to 
his Majeſty, the only effect our reſolutions can 
have, will be, to give him a full and true infor- 
mation, and, I hope, a wholſome advice; and, 
with regard to his miniſters, the only effect our 
reſolutions can have, will be, to make it dan- 
gerous for them to adviſe him to accept of, or 
' ratify a diſhonourable or ignominious . treaty, at 
* a time when the circumſtances of our affairs 
both at home and abroad, afforded him an op- 


© portunity for inſiſting upon honourable terms; 


ind for boch theſe purpoſes, | mult think. the 
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nourable gentleman's amendment. | 
I muſt grant, Sir, that if a motion}were to 


© with us a 


< niſters know much better than I can pretend to; 
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© reſolutions firſt propoſed will be much more ef. 
ſfeectual, than the reſolution propoſed by the ho- 


be made in this houſe, for an immedate decla- 
ration of war, let the preſent conjuncture be 


© what it will, T ſhould be againſt agreeing to 


© ſuch a motion; 'becauſe, I really believe the af- 


fairs of Europe are, at preſent, in a ſtate not 
© very favourable for this nation; and, I muſt 
© ſay, I am of opinion, it is pretty much owing 


to our own conduct. I am afraid it will be 
found, that for many years our neighbours, the 
© French, have had the art to make us fall out 
with Spain whenever they had a mind; and 
after they had ſet the two nations by the ears 
together, they have had authority enough, to 


make us carry on the war in ſuch a manner, 


and agree to an accommodation upon ſuch 
© terms,” as they were pleaſed to preſcribe: By 
this management the Spaniards have found, 
© that they can expect nothing from our friend- 
< ſhip, nor need fear any thing from our enmity ; 


* which has been the chief cauſe of their inſult- 
ing behaviour towards us, and will always, 


< while it ſubſiſts, produce the fame effect; and 


by the fame management, I am afraid, our cha- 


© racer has been ſo much leſſened at all the courts 


of Europe, that none of them are now fond 


© of an alliance with us, nor ready to give us 
< their aſſiſtance. If I have been rightly inform- 


ed, even our good allies the Dutch begin to 
© look cool upon us, for I have been told that 


an application was lately made to them, to join 
inſt Spain, and that they anſwered 
< cooly, F Spain pretends to do us an injury, we 


© know how to right ourſelves without your al: 


< tance. Whether this be true or not, our mi- 


but 


„ 
; * * 


but if it is, I muſt from thence conclude, we 
t have not an ally in Europe, we could truſt to 
* for aſſiſtance, in caſe of a war; and therefore 


I muſt conclude, that the preſent is a very un- 


« ſcaſonable conjuncture, for us to declare war 
againſt Spain; becauſe we cannot foreſee what 
3 alfiflance they might, in ſuch a'caſe, meet with, 
from ſome of the other powers of Europe, eſ- 
« pecially from thoſe who. are naturally no great 
friends to this nation. However, Sir, this, as 
* T have ſaid, is no argument againſt our agreeing 
* to the reſolutions firſt propoſed; becauſe, they 
* will no way lay his Majeſty under an immedi- 
ate neceſſity of declaring war: They will only 
* ſhew. him what we think ought to be done; 
and as our coming. to” ſuch reſolutions will be 
an argument for convineing our old and natu- 
© ral, allies, that the nation has at laſt got out of 
its leading ſtrings, as the reſolutions of Parlia- 
ment will have greater weight, and will be 
more confided in, than the reſolutions of any 
of his. Majeſty's other councils, our coming to 
ſuch reſolutions, may probably reſtore our cha- 
racter at foreign courts, and thereby enable his 
Majeſty to bring about ſuch, an alteration in 
* the affairs of Europe, as will furniſh us with a 
good opportunity for reſenting the injuries we 
have met with, and for vindicating and aſſert 
ing every one of the rights or privileges of 
* the nation, that has lately been invaded, or 


any way incroached on 2 WISE 
I am extremely ſurprized, Sir, to hear the 
leaſt inſinuation made, that we ought always 
to approve. of what appears to be the ſenti- 
ments of his Majeſty's miniſters, or that we 
* ought, upon all occaſions, to ſpeak their ſenſe 
only. To. eſtabliſh this, as a rule for our con- 
duct, would be ſuch a diſgrace, as, I hope, 
this houſe will never incur. I have ſo good an 
SE ATE - Oo © opmion 
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194 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738, 
© opinion even of this Parliament, that I cannot 
imagine we will approve of this maxim; be- 
< cauſe, no Parliament that eſtabliſhes or obſerves 
© ſuch a maxim, can be of any uſe, either to 
their King or their country; therefore, I hope, 
< we will, by our reſolutions of this day, con- 
© vince the world, that we are no way under the 
direction or influence of our miniſters of ſtate. 
© It is a maxim, Sir, That we ought not to ſpeak 
ill of the dead; but, this maxim relates to dead 
© men, not to dead Parliaments: Of Parliaments, 
+ we muſt. fay nothing amiſs, while they are liv- 
ing; but, after they are dead, we are allowed 
to tell the truth, and to give our ſentiments 
of them freely. This Parliament will ſoon 
* come to die, as others have done before it: It 
< can live but a very few years longer; therefore, 
© let us conſider what people will ſay of us, when 
© we are dead, if we ſhould give the leaſt reaſon 
to ſuſpect, that we approved of ſuch a maxim. 
Some former Parliaments have ſeemed, by their 
* behaviour, to approve of this maxim: They 
© ſeemed to ſpeak, upon all occafions, the ſenſe 
© of our miniſters, and their ſenſe only ; but, I 
am ſure, the character now generally given to 
'* thoſe Parliaments, can be no encouragement for 

_ © us to follow their example. If we have a mind 
if to produce, by our reſolutions, any change in 
© the conduct of Spain towards this nation, we 


© muſt not, upon this occaſion,” ſhew a thorough 


4 . : * ha 

5 « approbation of the meaſures or ſentiments of 6 

1 dur miniſters. For above this dozen of years 5 

j < paſt, it has appeared, that, there was a thorough © by 

| < underſtanding and agreement between our Par- « oh 

= © liaments and our miniſters ; the reſolutions of 49 

1 | * the former have been nothing but echoing back 6 
1 OY . 1 y 

4 the reſolutions of the latter, and the ſentiments on 


| and meaſures of the latter have been all, I ſhall e feſt 
not ſay imphicitly, approved of by the former 5 
1 | N 
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« yet, during a courfe of ſo many years, it has 

not produced the leaſt variation in the conduct 
of $5ain, with regard to their behaviour to- 
wards this nation. On the contrary, I believe 
it has encouraged them to continue their inſults 


and depredations. It is therefore now high 


convince the Spaniards, that, whatever hopes 
they may have of being ftill able to amuſe our 
miniſters, they can no longer hope for being 
able, even with the aſſiſtance of Brit mini- 
ſters, to amuſe a Britiſh Parliament. 
« Having thus, Sir, ſhewn, that every argu- 
ment made uſe of in favour of the amendment 
propoſed, is either an argument built upon a 


* 
c 
o 
time for us to alter our method, in order to 
o 
* 
[5 
C 
t 


ſtrongly againſt our agreeing to the amendment, 
and for our agreeing to the reſolutions firſt pro- 
poſed to us, I ſhall obſerve, that, if we con- 
fider the laſt Spaniſh memorial, and the eſtimates 


find, in my opinion, an' irrefiftible argument 
for coming to the moſt vigorous reſolutions up- 
on the 'preſent occafion, By the laſt Span 
memorial it appears, that the court of Spain 
are as far from yielding to grant us either ſa- 
tisfaction or ſecurity in a peaceable way, as they 
were ſeven years ago; and yet, by the efti- 
mates for the enſuing” year, it appears, that we 
© have no deſign to ſeek for it in any other way. 
© It is an old maxim in treaty-making, that the 
* beſt method of treating is to treat ſword in 
. 
5 


A M A M aA aa M W aa 


a © 


hand. We have been treating for theſe eight 
or nine years, without ſword in hand, and the 
event has ſhewn the miſtake we have been guil- 
© ty of; for, by what I can find, we are not 
now ſo near our purpoſe, as we were when we 
* firſt began ; becauſe, our complaints, and con- 
4 ſequently our demands, increaſe daily, and the 
1 OS more 


falſe ſuppoſition, or an argument that operates 


for the ſervice of the enſuing year, we ſhall 
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more they increaſe, the more difficult we. ſhall 
find it to obtain full ſatisfaction. It. was there- 
fore, in my opinion, high time for us, at. the 
beginning of this ſeſſion, to think of altering 
our method of treating: It was high time for 


U 


to treat ſword in hand; and for this reaſon, I 
© was ſurprized to find, by the. eſtimates for this 


5 enſuing year, that no more than 10,000 ſeamen 
© were demanded for that ſervice. I expected 
© that 20, ooo ſeamen at leaſt would have been 


| © demanded; nay, if 30,000 had been demand- 


© ed, I ſhould have been for agreeing to it; be- 
© cauſe, I think even that number may be uſeful- 
© ly employed. But as no greater number has 
© been demanded, than what is uſual in time of 
peace, I am from thence convinced, that our 


© miniſters have np'thaughts of altering their me- 
thod of treating; and as that method has been 


© purſued for ſo many years without any effect, 


2 I think it is now incumbent upon us, to come 


© to ſuch reſolutions, as may oblige them to alter 
their method, which, I am ſure, the reſolution 
+ propoſed by the amendment the honourable 
* gentleman has been pleaſed to offer, will never 
do. Therefore, I hope the amendment will be 
diſagreed to, in order that the queſtion may be 


put, and agreed to, upon the ſeveral reſolutions 


that were firſt propoſed.” 


1 fhall next give you a ſpeech made by Ed- 
ward Montague Wortley, Eſq; upon the ſame ſub- 
ject, which was to the following effect, viz. 


M. Speaker, n 
« Sir, As I do not pretend to know the preſent 


S h. ; ® : f « ; 829 ®6 
per views of the Spaniſh court, nor the opinion 


< they have of this nation, I ſhall not take upon 


me to determine which of the two propoſitions 


WW © made 
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made to us, will be moſt effectual * procuring 
that remedy and relief the petitioners pray for. 


I am afraid, neither of them will prove effec- 


tual : Nay, I doubt much, if an order or reſo- 
lution for 20, ooo ſeamen for the ſervice of the 


enſuing year, or even the fitting out a formida- 


ble - ſquadron, with © fire-ſhips, Ra EG: 


and all the other utenſils of war, would pro 


A 


NED NS OS 


A 0 * * - 


cure ſuch a ſatisfaction or ſecurity from that na- 
tion, as we ought to inſiſt on; for they have of 
late ſeen us fit out ſo many expenſivè and hoſ- 
tile-like ſquadrons, without any hoſtile intention, 


: that, [ believe, they will not now think we are 


in earneſt, till they not only ſee our ſquadrons, 
but feel the effects of the orders that have been 
given to ſuch ſquadrons. I believe, a Britiſh 
ſquadron ſent into the Mediterranean, and an- 
other to the Weſt-Indies, with ſuch. orders, as 


that Britih ſquadron had, which was ſent into 


the : Mediterranean in the year 1718, would 


ſoon make them feel the effects of Britiſh re- 


ſentment; and, would prove more effectual 
than any reſolution now renn or any re- 


ſolution we can come to. 


I ſhall not ſay, Sir, that I would: Fes fond of 
putting the nation to the expence of 20,000, 


or 30,000 ſeamen, for the ſervice of the enſu- 


ing year, unleſs I were very well aſſured, that 
a proper uſe would be made of them; and if 


this nation ſhould be put to any ſuch expence, 


by the obſtinacy of the Spaniſb court, J hope 
that expence will be added to the other de- 


mands we have upon that nation; for whatever 


man or nation refuſes to ſatisfy a juſt demand, 
ought to be loaded with the coſt and charges, 


which the other party is neceſſarily put to, in 


recovering what is due to him. Therefore, if 
any addition be made to the number of our ſea- 


| my 4 that addition can be made upon no 


8 < other 
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© Spain's refuſing,” or unreaſanably delaying, to 


to involve the nation in a war with Spain. Thoſe 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
other account, but on account of the court of 


do us juſtice, 1 hope the expence the nation is 
5 put to on that account, will be aſcertained, and 
the repayment of it ſpecifically ſtipulated, in the 
© next treaty that ſhall be concluded between the 
< two nations. I hope, I ſhall never hear any 
* gentleman in this houſe, pretend to charge that 
* expence upon this nation as a new debt; nor 
will it, I hope, prevent our paying off any part 
% the ol: 5c tf „„ 

I muſt confeſs, Sir, that I believe the preſent 
conjuncture of affairs in Europe, to be a very 
6 ads one for this nation; and, I be- 
+ lieve ſo, becauſe I find the honourable gentle- 
man, who propoſed the amendment, ſo much 
© afraid of our doing any thing, that may tend 


fears muſt either proceed from a conſciouſneſs of 
the bad ſtate of affairs abroad, or, from a con- 
© ſciouſneſs of the weakneſs of this nation, when 
* compared with the ſuperior power of the king- | 
dom of Spain; for, I am fure, no gentleman 
that knows him, can ſuppoſe them to proceed 
from any natural puſillanimity of his own. 
* Now, Sir, as neither he, nor any man elſe, c 

* can ſuppoſe the power of Spain any way ſupe- < 
. 


* rior to the power of this nation; therefore, his 
fears muſt proceed from his being conſcious, 
that the preſent conjuncture of affairs in Europe 
is not a favourable one for us; and, as I muſt 
* ſuppofe, from the ſtation he is in, that he is 
fully apprized, how affairs ſtand abroad; there- 
fore, upon the credit of his judgment, I be- 
t lieve, they are at preſent in a fituation very un- 
+ lucky for this nation; but this is fo far from 
being a reaſon for our not coming to vigorous 
$ refolutions, that I think it a good reafon for our 
+ comipg to more yigorous refolutions, and reſo- 
e PRE © * Jutions 
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« Jutions of a more domeſtick nature, than any 
yet propoſed; for the affairs of Europe can ne- 
ver be rought i into a bad ſituation for us, with- 
out ſome miſmanagement of our own; and if 
we are, by our own miſmanagement, brought 
into ſuch . difficulties, that we muſt ſuffer the 
moſt cruel uſage, without daring to ſhew a pro- 
per reſentment, I do not think 1t would be pru- 
dent in us, who are the repreſentatives of the 
le, I do not think it would be conſiſtent 
with the duty we owe to our Sovereign, to truſt 
entirely, for our deliverance, to thoſe who had, 
by their blindneſs, iger or wickedneſs, 
led us into the mire. 
© What reaſons the Spaniards may have for 
treating us in ſuch a manner, or what reaſons 
we may have for ſuffering ſuch treatment, and 
for ſuffering it ſo long, I do not know; but to 
me, Sir, the two nations ſeem to have entirely 
changed conditions fince the year 1667. As I 
have had a particular opportunity, for making 
myſelf acquainted with the tranſactions between 
Spain and us about that time, I muſt let you 
know, Sir, that at the time of ſettling the trea- 
ty, which was that year concluded between the 
two nations, and for ſome time before, we trea- 
ted the Spaniards in the ſame manner in which, 
I beheve, they now treat us. Our ſhips in the 
American ſeas, under ſome pretence or other, 
plundered or made prize of almoſt every Spaniſh 
ſhip they met with in thoſe ſeas. The Spani- 
ards juſtly complained of this treatment, and, 
by their miniſter here, preſented ſeveral memo- 
rials to our court upon the ſubject. Our court 
did not pretend to juſtify ſuch depredations, 
but pretended ignorance, and that they would 
< order ſatisfaction as ſoon as the complaints could 
| be enquired into. In the mean time, to keep 
> ; _ — eaſy, and to amuſe their court, 
8 9 orders 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
orders were iſſued to our governors, and to the 


commanders of our ſhips of war, in the Weſt- 


Indies, expreſsly enjoining them to forbear all 


ſuch depredations or hoſtilities for the future. 


Theſe orders were ſhewn to the Spaniſh miniſter 


here, and were ſent to our reſpective governors 
and commanders of ſhips- in the Weſt-Indies 
but at the ſame time private letters were diſ- 


patched to thoſe governors and commanders, 


not to regard the orders ſent them, but to fol- 
low ſuch orders, as they ſhould from time to 


time receive from our governor of Jamaica; ſo 


that the depredations were continued, notwith- 


ſtanding the orders of our court to the contrary. 
I believe, if the court of Spain now ſends any 
orders to the Weſt-Indies, they play the ſame 


game upon us; but. the difference is, that our 
treating them in this manner, continued but a 


very ſnort while, and they were in no condition 


to reſent the injury; whereas their treating of 


us in this manner, has continued ten times as 


long, notwithſtanding our being, the whole 


time, in a condition to revenge ourſelves. 

This, Sir, is a circumſtance which very much 
alters the caſe; and, ſince we have ſo long made 
uſe of our perſuaſive power in vain, I think it 
is high time for us to begin to think of making 
uſe of our compulſive power, and to take pro- 
per meaſures for that purpoſe; for, let the pre- 
ſent conjuncture of affairs in Europe be never ſo 
unfavourable, I am certain, that, by prudence 


and good conduct, we may very ſoon bring a- 
bout ſuch an alteration in the affairs of Europe, 


as will furniſh us with a favourable one. As to 


the two propoſitions now before us, if you pro- 
ceed no farther, I am eaſy, Sir, about which of 


* them may be agreed to; but, as the reſolution 
the honourable gentleman has by his amend- 


ment — eee, nothing more than 


75 (OST - N * what 


C view was in this e this Lent has for- 


© merly come to upon the ſame ſubject; and, as 


« neither of thoſe reſolutions has had any effect, 
] am ſure the reſolution he has propoſed can 
have none, and therefore, I cannot agree to it. 
Then, Sir, with regard to the reſolutions firſt 


« propoſed, as I do not know, but they may have 


ſome effect, and eſpecially, as IJ hope they will 


6 be followed by ſome other reſolutions of a dif- 4 


« ferent nature, I am therefore for agreeing to 


them; and, for this reaſon, ſhall give my ne- 


* gative to the amendment.” 


The debate being ended, his — was of 
courſe put upon the amendment offered by Sir 
Robert Walpole, and carried in the affirmative; 
and the motion being thus amended, was agreed 
to without any farther debate. 1h 


This addreſs was ants —— to his 


Majeſty by the houſe on Thur/day the 6th of 


April, and his Majeſty was pleaſed to give this 
moſt gracious 2 wer, viz. 


G 


AM fully "ſenf ble of the many and unwarranta- 
ble depredations committed by the Spaniards ; 
and you may be aſſured, I will make uſe of the moſt 
proper and effectual means, that are in my power, 
to procure juſtice and ſatisfaftion to my injured ſub- 
jefts, and for the future ſecurity of their trade 
and navigation. I can make no doubt, but you will 
ſupport me, with chearfulneſs, in all ſuch . 
as, in purſuance of your advice, I may be neceſſi- 
tated to take for the honour of my crown and 898 
ams, and the a of my people. | 


The fame day on which the rp 
Pele againſt the Spanifo 5 TY pre- 
is ented 


Ma- 
y's an- 

od to the 

Commons 


addreſs. 


Button ma- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
ſented to the houſe of Commons, a petition was 
preſented to that houſe by Mr. Cholmondley in the 
name of the manufacturers of raw ſilk and mo- 
hair, and of needle- work buttons, and of the 
traders and dealers therein, whoſe names were 


thereunto ſubſcribed in behalf of themſelves and 


other manufacturers, Sc. in ſeveral towns and 


counties in Great Britain, which petition being 
read, ſet forth, 


« That raw ſilk and mohair, employed in 


« making buttons and button-holes, being com- 


& modities that are purchaſed in. Turkey, and 
< other foreign parts, in exchange for the wool- 
& jen and other manufactures of this kingdom; 
t the Parliament, for the greater encouragement 
« of the conſumption of the ſaid commodi- 
<< ties, had paſs'd an act in the ſeventh year 
© of his late Majeſty King George the firſt, 


« intituled, An ai for employing the manufafiu- 


« rers, and encouraging the conſumption of raw 


40 ilk and mohair, by prohibiting the wearing of 


« buttons and button-holes made of cloth, ſerge, 


* and other ſtuff. In conſequence of which, and 


* other acts of the like tendency, many thou- 
<« ſands of families were preparidg filk, mohair, 
ce yarn, and thread employed in making buttons 
4 and button-holes with the needle. But that in 
<« evaſion, and contrary to the intention of the 
% ſaid act, great quantities of ftuffs made of 
« horſe-hair, or mixed therewith, have been 
<« lately wove in narrow breadths or flips, and 


_ « uſed only for making and binding of buttons 
and button-holes, to the great detriment and 


* 1mpoveriſhing of many thouſands, who had no 
<« other way of ſubſiſting but by working of 


<< buttons and button-holes with the needle, and 


0 prejudice of the woollen manufacturies of the 
kingdom. And therefore the petitioners prayed 


that the houſe would give leave that a bill be 


I brought 


<« brought in to explain the ſaid act, and that the 
< petitioners be relieved in ſuch manner as to the 
e houſe ſhall ſeem meet.” W 

This petition being referr'd to the conſideration 
of a committee, on the 1oth of March, Mr. 


Cholmondley made the report from the ſaid com- 


mittee, and leave was given to bring in a bill ac- 
cording to the defire of the petition, The bill 
was accordingly preſented, and read for the firſt 
time on the 14th of March, and ordered a ſecond 
reading; but before it came to a ſecond reading, 
ſeveral petitions were preſented from the manufac- 
turers and dealers in woven buttons, praying to 
be heard by counſel againſt the bill; the deſires 
of which petitioners were granted, and the peti- 
tions ordered to lie upon the table until the bill 


was read a ſecond time; as were alſo petitions 


from the manufacturers and traders in the needle- 
work buttons in ſeveral towns in Great Britain, 
exprefling their apprehenſions that the general 
trade of the kingdom would be affected, and 
the exports of the woollen and other manufactures 
to Turkey greatly decreaſed, and many thouſands 
of themſelves reduc'd to great indigence, if the 
ſaid bill did not paſs into a lav. | 
On the 10th of April, the bill was read a ſe- 
cond time, and counſel being heard both far the 
bill and againſt it, and ſeveral witneſſes examin'd, 
the bill was committed, and all who came to the 
committee were to have vots. 
The 18th of April, Mr. Cholmandley re 


from the committee, that they had found the al- 


legations in the bill true; upon which the bill 
with the amendments made in the committee were 


ordered to be engroſſed. The 25th of April, the 


\ 


bill was read a third time, and the queſtion being 


put, if it mould paſs, 4 


N 


. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 


—_ Fox, Eſq; 1 poke as follows, 


Mr. Speaker, 

« Sir, I don't ſtand up to nll this bill from 
any conſideration how far particular perſons may 
be affected by its fate, but from a conviction 
that, inſtead of its being of real ſervice to the 
commerce or manufactures of the kingdom, if 


have heard the witneſſes both for and againſt the 
bill examin'd, I was likewiſe preſent when the 
counſel on both fides was heard at the bar of 
the houſe; and by what I could gather from 
the evidence of the one and the pleadings of 
the other, the practice of weaving buttons can 
never prevent any of the good conſequences 
that were intended by the ſeveral acts f Parlia- 
ment, in favour of the conſumption of raw ſilk 
and mohair, from being effectual; and that the 
manufacture which the bill is intended to de- 
* ſtroy, ought to receive the greateſt encourage- 


© ment from the legiſlature. Therefore, Sir, till 


I hear better reaſons in ſupport of this bill than 
* any I have yet heard, I muſt be © gra our 
* paſſing it into a law?” 


He was anſwer'd by Charles 2 Ely 
as follows. 


© Mr. Speaker, 

Sir, I have the misfortune to 5 differ ſo much 
from the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
< that, I think, if ever any bill of this kind de- 
< ſerved the encouragement of the legiſlature, the 

< preſent does. I think it is generally allowed 
2 that one of the characters of a beneficial trade, 

< is, when a nation exports its manufactures and 
native commodities 1 * ſuch goods as receive a 
further manufacturing in that nation. Former Par- 
'© liaments in this kingdom, ſeem to have been ſo 
| | e « ſenſible, 


it paſſes into a law, it may do hurt to both. 1 
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« ſenſible, that the importation of raw ſilk and 


mohair was of the greateſt advantage to the na- 


tion, by increaſing the export of our woollen 


and other manufactures, that few branches of 


trade have met with greater encouragement from 
the legiſlature, than the making of buttons and 
© button-holes with the needle. So far back as the 


fourteenth year of King Charles TI. this houſe 
thought a petition from the manufacturers of 
wrought buttons and button-holes ſo worthy 
their conſideration, that an act was paſſed, Pro- 
hibiting the importation of foreign buttons and 
needle-work, under the penalty of 501. and forfei- 
ture of the goods jo prohibited. The petition, Sir, 
that gave riſe to that act, was preſented to the 
houſe, on the very motive, that gave occa- 
fion to the bill now before us; which was the 
relief of great numbers of the inhabitants of 
this nation, who gained their living, and had 
been able to relieve their indigent neighbours, 
and ſet on work many poor children by their 
{kill and dexterity in this manufacture, and who 
were in danger to have been all ruined by the 
practice, then introduced, of importing foreign 
buttons and button-holes into the kingdom. 

© In the tenth year of King William III. the in- 
tention of the former acts in favour of this ma- 
nufacture, had been ſo much fruſtrated by the 
making and wearing of buttons made of ſhreds 
of cloth, camblet, and other ſtuffs, that num- 
bers of poor people employed in manufacturing 
buttons with the needle were thrown upon their 
reſpective pariſhes ; this induced the legiſlature 
to paſs an act juſt of the ſame nature with that 


now under our conſideration ; by which, But- 


tons made of cloth or any of the ſtuffs of which 


wearing apparel was uſually made, was probi- 


© bited under the penalty of 241. per dozen. But 
cas this act did not extend to button- holes, in 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
< the eighth year of Queen Anne an act paſſed, 


© which took notice, that the intention of the laſt 


act had been of late, in a great meaſure, ren- 
< dered ineffectual by an artificial and unforeſeen 
practice of making and binding button-holes 
e with cloth, ſerge, and A to the ut- 
© 'ter ruin of numbers of families. Therefore, 
© Button-holes as well as buttons, made of, or bound 
< with ſuch ſtuffs were prohibited under the penaliy 
© of 51. per dozen upon the taylor, ſeller, or maker 
< of any ſuch buttons or button-holes ſo prohibited. 
But this act, Sir, proving no more effectual 
than the former acts I have mentioned, for an- 
< ſwering the good intentions of Parliament, an act 
< was made in the fourth year of King George I. 
© by which all cloaths and wearing garments made 
with buttons and button-holes, prohibited by 


the former acts, were liable to be forfeited and 
© ſeized, except where the cloaths were made of 


velvet. It might have been reaſonably hoped, 
© Sir, after ſuch precautions taken by Parliament, 
© that the good ends propoſed by the ſeveral acts 
LI have mentioned would have been no longer 
< eluded ; but in the ſeventh year of King George 
I. ſome further regulations on this head were 
found abſolutely neceſſary. Some gentlemen who 
< are preſent may remember, that at that time the 
only method that could be thought of for that 
« purpoſe, was to extend the penalty to the wear- 
er of ſuch prohibited buttons and button-holes 
© as well as to the maker and taylor. This gave 
© occaſion for paſſing the act intitled, An a# for 
employing the manufacturers, and encouraging the 
© conſumption of raw filk and mobair yarn, by pro- 
& hibiting buttons and button-holes made of cloth, 
© ſerge, or other ſtuffs. And by this act, the pe- 
© nalty of 24/. was laid upon the perſon who 
© wore ſuch prohibited buttons and button-holes : 
© This act, for ſome time, had a very 1 ef- 

Zi | 2 ect, 


A. 1738. DEBATES. 
fect, and the manufacturers, from the encou- 
© ragement which the Parliament has given them 
from time to time, have made a great many 
improvements in their trade, and brought it to 
ſuch a perfection, that they are able not only 
to ſupply the natives of this kingdom, but 


« export conſiderable quantities of them to fo- 


reign parts. So that, Sir, another character of 
a good trade is anſwered by this manufacture, 
which is, the manufacturing and improving in 
order for re- exportation, a commodity that is 
imported. Therefore, Sir, this act deſerves the 
* countenance of the legiſlature as much, if not 
© more, than any act relating to our manufac- 
' © tures, that has paſſed this houſe for ſome years: 
« Firſt, as it tends to take off large quantities of 
6 a ſtaple commodity of this kingdom; and fe- 
« condly,' as it adds to the exports of the nation: 
Both which in a nation that ſubſiſts by com- 
© merce are of the greateſt conſequence. 

But, Sir, beſides the advantages I have alrea- 
dy mentioned, it is eaſy to make it appear, that 
the encouragement given to this manufacture 
is a conſiderable eaſe to the landed intereſt. I 
could name, Sir, many places of the kingdom, 
where the poor, if not employed in this manu- 
* facture, muſt be either thrown upon their re- 
ſpective pariſhes, or obliged to beg their bread. 
“ dare ſay, Sir, that in the ſeveral towns and 
cities from which petitions have come before 
this houſe in favour of the bill, there are no 
fewer than 14,000 inhabitants who are incapa- 
© ble to get their bread in any other way than by 
applying to this buſineſs. For, Sir, give me 
leave to obſerve, that in this manufacture, there 
is one thing peculiar, which is, that there are 
few infirmities either of age or ſicknefs, that 
diſable the manufacturers from applying them- 
* ſelves. to ſome branch of it, either in — 

: * the 
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the yarn, making the molds, or ſowing the but- 
tons, beſides many other ſmaller arts that are 


© abſolutely neceſſary for carrying it on. This, 
Sir, may be the reaſon; why ſo great numbers 


© are employed in this manufacture, and why 


« ſome traders have found their account in em- 
ploying all their ſtocks, which often are very 
__ © Having thus laid before you, Sir, the advan- 
tages ariſing to this nation from the carryin 
on and improving this manufacture, I ſhall beg 
leave to trouble the houſe with a few words 
© more, with regard to the diſcouragement which 
it muſt meet with, if this act ſhould. not paſs. 
The late practice of weaving filk and mohair in 
< looms, for the making of buttons and button- 
© holes is but in very few hands, when compared 
« with the numbers who get their bread by the 
© needle-work- manufacture, and, if encouraged, 
may, in a ſhort time, quite fruſtrate. the inten- 
tions of the former acts relating to this affair. 
© Thoſe buttons that are covered with flips 
< wrought in the loom, not being diſtinguiſhable 
from thoſe covered with ſhreds of camblet or 
© other ſtuffs, cannot fail of encouraging that 
practice, which, as the act of the ſeventh of 
«© George I. is ſtill in force, may put the ſubjects 
to very great inconveniencies. For inſtance, if 
a gentleman ſhould employ a roguiſh taylor to 
make him a ſuit of cloaths, and the taylor, in- 
< ſtead of giving him buttons, either made with 
© the needle, or woven in the loom, ſhall give 
< him. thoſe covered with ſhreds of camblet or 
other ſtuffs: In ſuch a caſe, the gentleman, Sir, 
< 15 liable to a penalty, th 

< any intention to break this act of Parliament; 
< ſo that, Sir, this practice of weaving buttons 1s 
not only ſubject to the inconvenience I ſpeak 
+ of, bur gives a handle to intolerable impoſitions 


ough quite innocent of 


* 
Ws 
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ͤö;s 
and frauds that may be practiſed by tradeſmen; 
We had a remarkable inſtance, Sir, how eaſily 
* this fraud may be practiſed, in the evidence gi- 
ven in at the bar of this houſe, by ſome of the 
principal witneſſes brought to ſupport the argu- 
ments of the counſel againſt the bill. When a 
parcel of buttons was laid before them, ſome 
woven in the loom, others made of ſhreds of 
camblet and other ſuch ſtuffs, though it was 
pretended that the one might be eaſily diſtin- 
guiſhed from the other, yet none of the eviden- 
ces could poſitively ſay which was the one or 
which was the other, till they had looked to 
that part of the button, that is ſowed to the 
coat; and not even then without great difficul- 
ty; for ſome of them were obliged to go to the 
light, in order to view them more narrowly, 
and after all ſome of them were miſtaken, and 
others could not poſitively diſtinguiſh them. 
If it was ſo hard, Sir, for theſe evidences, who 
are themſelves manufacturers and dealers in 
woven buttons, how hard muſt it be to nie, or 
another than who knows nothing of the matter! 
But, Sir, beſides this inconvenience to particular 
perſons, ſuch a practice muſt ſoon very much 
affect the trade of the kingdom in general. 
The practice of making buttons of ſhreds of 
ſtaff will in a ſhort time become common a- 
mongſt out lower and middling fort of people, 
and do great prejudice both to the exportation 
of our woollen manufactures, and to the nume- 
rous dealers in needle-work buttons at Home: 
By diminiſhing the demand for raw ſilk and 
mohair, we diminiſh' the exports of our woollen 
goods; and by encouraging woven buttons, we 
endanger the fale of the commodities in foreign 
* markets; and thereby we may diminiſh another 
© branch of our exports, For, Sir, let us ſuppoſe 
that a foreign dealer gives commiſſion to his 
\"'VO%. TK - 4 factor 
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factor here for a parcel of buttons; the factor, 
either through ignorance or deſign, ſends him 
buttons covered with ſhreds of camblet or other 
ſtuff, inſtead of buttons woven in the loom. Is 


KG K AA 
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* 


prove the ruin of this branch of trade, and in- 
tirely ſink the credit of thoſe who deal in it in 
© foreign markets? But this, Sir, is not the only 
bad conſequence that will attend our not paſſing 
this bill into a law. It will be evident to any 
« gentleman, who ſhall take the trouble of read- 
ing former acts that have paſſed on this head, 
that in paſſing them, the legiſlature had an eye 
not only to the encouragement of the conſump- 
tion of raw ſilk and mohair, and the exporta- 
tion of our ſtaple commodities, but likewiſe to 
the employment and ſubſiſtence of many thou- 
© ſands of men, women and children, who muſt 
© have been very burdenſome to the publick, had 
it not been for the needle-work manufacture. 
And give me leave to ſay, Sir, that if the com- 
mon maxim is true, That that manufacture is 
< moſt profitable for a nation which employs the 
« greateſt number of hands; the manufacture of 
© needle-work buttons deſerves the attention and 
* encouragement of Parliament perhaps better 
than any other in the kingdom. For in the 
_ © preamble of the act of the tenth of William III. 
no leſs than five different kinds of workers are 
mentioned to be employed in preparing the 
© materials for making the buttons. Therefore, 
Sir, I think by all the rules of good policy, we 
are obliged to ſecond the intentions of former 
© Parliaments in favour of this manufacture, by 
< paſſing the bill now before us. It has already 
employed great part of our time this ſeſſion, 
and every ſtep made in it has been taken upon 
© the moſt mature deliberation, and after weigh- 
ing all the conſequences that can attend it of 
2 ff.... 


it not plain, Sir, that ſuch a practice muſt ſoon 


Av DEBATES. 

« every kind. By paſſing this act, we do no more 
0 than former Parliaments would have done, had 
* the inconveniency complained of been foreſeen 
* at the time of paſſing the ſeveral acts, I have 
mentioned, and in not paſſing it, I am afraid 


all<their intentions in favour of this manufac- 


« ture _ be rendered ineffectual.” 


He was anſwered to the following effect, by 
Henry Archer, Eſq; 


211 


« Sir, I ſhall readily agree with the honourable an 8 


* gentleman who ſpoke laſt, that the manufacture 
now under our conſideration is of very great 
* conſequence to the trade of this nation; and 
that it has from time to time met with great 
« encouragement from the legiſlature. Therefore, 
« Sir, if I thought that the good ends propoſed 
by former Parliaments had been rendered inef- 
fectual, and that our paſſing the preſent bill 
« could render them more effectual, I ſhould be 
far from oppoſing it. But, on the other hand, 
* as I am perſuaded it can no way anſwer that 

* purpoſe, and at the ſame time, that it tends to 
* do a manifeſt injuſtice to many of his Majeſty's 
* ſubjects in their private properties, I ſhall beg 


© leave to give my reaſons why I think myſelf 


* obliged to ) oppoſe i it. 


* The deſign of the encouragement, which the 


manufacturing of raw ſilk and mohair into but- 
* tons and button-holes has met with, was princi- 

* pally, as the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
* laſt ſeem'd to allow, to encreaſe the exportation 

© of our woollen manufactures: Therefore, Sir, 
I think it undeniably follows that if the manu- 
* facturing of buttons by weaving them in the 
$ loom, conſumes as much raw filk and mohair 

as working them needleways, it effectually an- 
a N the chief end * by former acts of 
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8 Parliament that relate to this manufacture. But 
by the manner in which the honourable gentle- 


man reaſons on this head, one ſhould be apt to 


think that theſe acts reſtraitied this manufacture 


to be carried on by the needle alone, and laid 


*. a prohibition upon all other methods of impro- 


ving it. But this, Sir, 1s a conſequence that 
can never be admitted by any one who either 
looks into theſe particular acts, or underſtands 
the nature of our laws in general. If theſe 
words Needle and Needle-work occur in theſe 
acts, it can be for no other reaſon but becauſe 
no other words were known at that time to ex- 


preſs the manner of the manufacturing of raw 


filk and mohair into buttons. Had the practice 
of weaving them in the loom been at that time 
known, I think we have not the leaſt reaſon to 
doubt that the ſame acts would have regarded 


that manner of exerciſing this art, as well as 


the other by the needle. So that, Sir, I hum- 
bly conceive, if it can be proved, firſt, that not 
a less but rather a greater quantity of raw ilk 
and mohair 1s conſumed by the loom-manufac- 
turers, than by the needle- Workers; ſecondly, 
that there is no weight in the honourable gen- 
tleman's argument drawn from the great num- 
ber of hands employed in the needle· work ma- 
nufacture; and laſtly, that the dealers in the 
loom - manufacture have in proportion exported 
greater quantities of their goods than the needle- 
workers have done; I ſay, Sir, if theſe three 
points can be made appear, as I ſhall undertake 


to do, then the arguments advanced in favour 


of this bill muſt fall to the ground. 

© The gentlemen who were preſent when the 
witneſſes againſt the bill were examined at the 
bar of this houſe, may remember, that it ap- 
< peared by ſome of them who had weighed the 
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1738. "DEBATES. 
needle-work buttons with the ſame quantity of 
woven buttons, that the latter exceeded the for- 


mer in weight; and that, after the woven but- 


tons were made, the manufacturers were obliged 
to cut off ſome part of the liſt from each but- 
ton where it is ſewed to the coat, which waſte 
ſtill encreaſes the conſumption of the materials. 
Nor could the evidences for the bill, Sir, de- 
ny, that there was at leaſt an equal conſumption 
of materials in the one manufacture as in the 
other. From hence, Sir, it is evident, that the 
carrying on this manufacture by the loom effec- 
tually anſwers the intention of the acts paſſed in 
its favour. As to the honourable gentleman's 


other argument, drawn from the number of 


hands employed in the needle-work manufac- 
ture, which was the ſecond point I propoſed to 
ſpeak to, it is, in my humble opinion, a very 
good argument for diſmiſſing this bill; becauſe, 
as the manufacture may be carried on by a 
much fewer number of hands, with equal ad- 
vantage to our trade in general, thoſe who are 
employed in the needle-work way, are ſo many 
hands taken from other arts and other manufac- 
tures, in which they might be employed to 
much better purpoſe. I believe, Sir, it is not 
unknown to ſome gentlemen in this houſe, that 
many of our manufactures, very beneficial to 
the nation, labour under great diſadvantages 


from the dearneſs of wages, occaſioned by the 


ſcarcity of hands employed in them. But that 
inconveniency would be ſoon removed, if the 


uſeleſs people employed in this and other ma- 
nufactures were turned over to the manufactures 


that abſolutely require them. Thus the honour- 
able gentleman's objections ariſing from his 


tenderneſs for theſe poor people, deprived of 


this way of earning their bread, will be remo- 


{ ved to the advantage both of the nation, and 


Fy perhaps 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
perhaps of themſelves. But to convince gen- 
tlemen how unreaſonable this very argument is, 
I ſhall beg leave to apply it to other caſes, 
where a manufacture or an art has received far- 
ther improvements by carrying it on with fewer 
hands. There was a time, Sir, when all the 
learning of this nation and the reſt of Europe 
was contained in manuſcripts, the writing of 
which employed great numbers of hands, and 
took up a vaſt deal of time in recopying. But, 
Sir, how ridiculous would it have been, if on 
the diſcovery of the art of printing, the tran- 
ſcribers and copyers of theſe manuſcripts had 


Joined in a petition to the legiſlature, that it 


would be pleaſed to prohibit the art of printing, 
for the ſame reaſon which the honourable gen- 
tleman now uſes, becauſe great numbers would 
thereby be deprived of bread! But admitting, 
Sir, this inſtance ſhould be thought a little fo- 
reign to the preſent purpoſe, I ſhall beg leave 
to mention another, which, I think, exactly 
anſwers the caſe of the petitioners for this bill: 

The manufacturing of wool, ſilk and thread in- 


to ſtockings, when that manufacture was carry- 


ed on by knitting, gave bread to, I believe, as 
great numbers of people, as the manufacture 
of needle-work buttons now does. But, Sir, I 


never heard that, when the invention of work- 
ing ſtockings in the loom was introduced, great 


numbers of the ſubjects were reduced to want, 
and in danger of ſtarving; or that any applica- 
tion was made to the Parliament in their behalf. 
In all civilized countries, Sir, inventions for the 
improvement of arts and manufactures have been 
encouraged ſometimes rewards, and ſometimes 
excluſive rights to exerciſe them have been aſ- 
ſign'd to the inventors, who are always looked 
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Not only his Majeſty and the general appro- 
bation of the kingdom gave a ſanction to a late 
invention for improving one branch of the ma- 
nufacture of raw ſilk, but this very houſe re- 
warded the ingenious inventor with a gratuity 
of 14, 00 l. This excellent invention enabled 
us to carry on the manufacture with fewer hands 
than it required before, and was therefore juſtly 
look'd upon as a publick advantage. Now, 
Sir, I ſhould be glad to know, if gentlemen 
would not have thought it a very ridiculous ſtep 
in the former manufacturers, if they had pre- 
ſented a petition to this houſe, ſetting forth, 


« That if the uſe of the engine invented by the 
« artiſt Sir Thomas Lombe, was not prohibited by 


“% Parliament, many thouſands of the 


petitioners 


<« would be in danger of wanting bread.” I be- 


& 
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. 
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lieve, no gentleman can ſhew me wherein a pe- 
tition of this kind is different from the petitions 
that gave riſe to the bill now under our conſi- 
deration. Nor can I imagine that any argu- 
ment can be advanced in favour of this bill, 
that does not equally ſerve againſt the improve- 
ment, nay, the invention of any mariufacture. 
The longitude, Sir, is a diſcovery that would 
conſequently be a great improvement of navi- 
gation, by rendering it more ſafe, and voyages 
performed in a ſhorter time, and ſo make leſs 
employ for mariners. Were an ingenious man 
to diſcover the longitude, would not our failors 
have as good reaſon to petition this houſe a- 
gainſt that improvement of their art, as the 
needle-workers have to petition us againſt the 
improvement of theirs? and would they not 
have the ſame right to redreſs? Having there- 
fore, I hope, ſhewn that this argument drawn 


the one manufacture than are employ'd in the 


other, is unreaſonable in itſelf, and attended 


74 with 


from the greater number of hands employed in 
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£ with the groſſeſt abſurdities, I ſhall now proceed 
to conſider what effect this n u ee can 


have upon our exports. 


II believe, Sir, it cannot be diſputed chat the 


© cheaper a manufacture is carried on by a nation, 


5 the greater quantities of that manufacture will 
4 that nation be able to export. This truth, k 
+ am afraid, appears but too plainly in the pre- 
F-ſent ſtate of the Britiſh manufactures z in which 
our neighbours, the French, being able to fur- 
* niſh the ſame commodities at a cheaper rate, 


underſell us at moſt of the markets in Europe. 


6 Therefore, I think, Sir, it is undeniable that 
* every improvement, which, by diminiſhing the 


number of hands required in a manufacture, 


5 reduces the price of the commodity, / ought to 
meet with encouragement from this houſe. 


That the method of weaving buttons is more 


* expeditious than that of needle-working, has ! 
$ « think in effect been owned by the honourable 


* gentleman, and the counſel who have ſpoke for 


© the bill. Now, Sir, the more expeditious the 
method, the greater is the reduction of hands 
employed. Becaule, if a man, who now deals 
to the value of 6000 f. a year in buttons, is o- 
* bliged to employ eight hands every day, if 
four hands, Sir, can do the ſame work that 
© theſe eight hands can do; and in as ſhort a time, 
* he can diſcharge four of his hands, and thereby 
* ſave half his expences, and conſequently he will 
© be able to ſerve a foreign market at a cheaper 
5 rate” than he could before have done. The 


„ good effect of the reduction of hands employed 


in this manufacture appears from the examina- 
* tion of the witneſſes againſt the bill: For it has 


| | + been proved, Sir, that, notwithſtanding the 


5 obſtructions they have met with from he. peti- 
© tioners for the bill, the loom- manufacturers 
1 re exparted larger — in proportion 
THIS ©} 4 tg 
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to the number of dealers, than the needle-work- 
© ers have ever yet done; and there is, Sir, an 
obvious reaſon for it, which is, that the loom 

manufacturers not only can afford their commo- 

« dities much cheaper than the needle- workers 

can, but their commodities are much better in 
their kind, much neater, and more laſting, as 
has been fully proved at the bar of this houſe. - 
There is, I think, only one objection more, 
« which I ſhall beg leave to anſwer : The peti- 
« tioners for the bill alledged, that in the loom- 
manufacture many materials are uſed which are 

+ not mohair, and that therefore the loom work 
ers in ſome meaſure elude the intent of the acts 
& 

(0 

o 
0 

£ 

& 


of Parliament made for encouraging the con- 
ſumption of that commodity. This allegation' 
might have had ſome weight; but unfortunate- 
ly for the petitioners, -1t is not grounded on 
fact. For the loom- manufacture does not elude 
the intention of theſe acts of Parliament, be- 
cauſe, though the manufacturers indeed make 
uſe of ſome materials beſides mohair and raw 
filk, yet when the mohair and raw ſilk of an 
equal number of buttons are weighed, the ma- 
terials employed in the loom exceed thoſe of 
the needle-workers; and the other materials 
employed in each button, are not ſo heavy as 
the waſte of the raw ſilk and mohair which the 
loom manufacturers are obliged to make. But, 
Sir, beſides this anſwer drawn from a plain fact, | 
© that appeared at the bar of your houſe; give 
me leave to ſay, that this objection againſt the 
loom- manufacture is a very ſtrong reaſon that 
* we ought to ſupport it; for, as the intention of 
* theſe acts was to encreaſe the conſumption” of 
our commodities, therefore, whatever beſt an- 
ſwers that intention, beſt deſerves our encou- 
8 Now, Sir, it appears that the ma- 
1 beſides thoſe of raw ſilk and * 
made 


C- 


213 


0 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
made uſe of by the loom- manufacturers, are the 
produce of this kingdom; it appears, that their 
© uſing them does not diminiſh the conſumption 
of the other commodities; and therefore it un- 
« deniably follows, that the loom manufacture is 
< beſt calculated for anſwering the intentions of 
the legiſlature. | | | 

Having thus, Sir, I think, obviated the 


principal arguments in favour of the bill, I 


< ſhall now beg leave to put gentlemen in mind, 
< that by paſſing it, we ſhall do a thing which I 
am ſure every member of a Britiſb Parliament 
< would willingly avoid; we make an encroach- 
ment, Sir, upon the private property of our 
< fellow-ſubjets. We deprive them of the na- 
< tural right which every man, in a land of li- 
< berty, ought to enjoy, of gaining bread in an 
© honeft and lawful way. Nay more, Sir, we 


give a total diſcouragement to any future im- 


< provement of arts and manufactures. How will 
it ſound, to after-times, that in a reign remarka- 
< ble for the encouragement of all the arts, eſpe- 
< cially thoſe of commerce, a Britih Parliament, 
by one act, prevented all future improvement 
< of any of theſe arts? Let us not, Sir, draw upon 
us the: imputation of ſo much barbariſm, let us 
not give our neighbours ſo juſt a handle of re- 
< proach; but let us remember, that not only the 
< preſent but future ages are concerned in every 
< ſtep of this nature we ſhall make. Had our an- 
< ceſtors, Sir, diſcouraged the improvers of arts 
and manufactures, they could have had no title 
to the gratitude of their poſterity. And, Sir, 
give me leave to add that in England, the ad- 
* vancement of the liberal, is but the conſequence 
< of the encouragement given by the legiſlature 
to the improvement of the commercial arts. In 
all ages and countries they have gone hand in 
hand, they have riſen and fallen with one 

4 another, 
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another, and whatever has affected the latter has 


always proved fatal to the former. Therefore, 
« Sir, I am againſt our paſſing this bill.” 


Theſe . reaſons were thought ſo good by the 
Commons, that the queſtion being put, and a di- 
viſion following, the bill was rejected. For the 
bill 85, againſt it 111. | 

FS 5 

The houſe of Commons having, early in the Debete in 
ſeſſion as uſual, brought in and paſſed the mutiny Lad un 
bill, and ſent it to the houſe of Lords, that bill the Army. 


came to be read a ſecond time by their Lordſhips, 


on Thurſday the ninth of March, and was com- 


mitted for the Tueſday following without any de- 
bate; but as ſoon as it was ordered to be com- 
mitted, the Lord Carteret ſtood up, and ſpoke 
in ſubſtance as follows. 


My Lords, 


proper authority. The queſtion now before us, 
* 18 à queſtion of this nature. It is a queſtion 
* which muſt depend upon facts or circumſtances; 
* for, I hope, no man will, as yet, dare to ſay, 
* that a ſtanding army of 18,000 men, is a part 
of our conſtitution ; and, that the keeping up 
* of ſuch a number ought always to be agreed to 
by this houſe, without our asking for, or being 
able to aſſign a reaſon for ſo doing. By the 
* eſtabliſhed maxims of this kingdom, by what 
© ought to be an eſtabliſned maxim in every free 
country, a numerous ſtanding army is never o 
a —_ 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1748. 
© be kept up, nor ought this houſe ever to agree 
< to the keeping up of ſuch a one, without ſome 
« neceſſity for our being obliged to ſubmit to 


| © ſuch a dangerous expedient ; and as that neceſ⸗- 


« fity can proceed from nothing but our circum- 


© ftances, either abroad or at home, before we 


agree to the keeping up of ſuch an army, an 


6. account of thoſe circumſtances ought to be com- 


< municated to us in a parliamentary way. 


The nation, my Lords, may ſometimes be 


in danger of being attacked by a foreign enemy, 
or our government may be in danger of being 
overturned by a powerful and ſeditious faction 
at home; and ſometimes we may be fo unfor- 
tunate as to be expoſed to both theſe dangers 
at once, When any of theſe happens to be our 


a „„ @& 


up of a body of regular troops; and, their 
number ought always to be in proportion to the 
power of that foreign enemy, or domeſtick fac- 
tion, from which we have, at that time, rea- 


caſes, we are not to allow our apprehenſions to 


* 


< ney news papers, or from the private informa- 
tions that may be wiſpered by one Lord to an- 
other. We have a right to be fully informed 
of the circumſtances which the nation may then 


happen to be in, and till that information is 


laid before us in a proper way, we ought not 
< to load the people with the expence, or expoſe 
our liberties to the danger of keeping up a nu- 
merous ſtanding army: 5 

Upon this occaſion, my Lords, I have done 
< my duty, I have done what every member of 


this houſe ought to do, I have carefully peruſed 


his Majeſty's ſpeech from the throne, at the 
< beginning of this ſeſſion; and, upon that per- 
* uſa], I had the pleaſure to ſee, that it did not 

oa « contain 


cafe, we are to give our conſent to the keeping 


fon to apprehend miſchief, But, in all ſuch 


take their riſe from publick Gazeztes and hack- 
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contain ſo much as the leaſt intimation of dan- 
ger. I believe it is one of the ſhorteſt and 


moſt general, that ever came from the throne ; 
and, as I have great confidence in his Majeſty's 


wiſdom, penetration, and foreſight, I muſt from 


thence conclude, we are at preſent in ſuch a 
happy ſituation, as not to be under the leaſt 
apprehenſion of being diſturbed, either by fo- 
reign or domeſtick enemies. I have gone far- 
ther, my Lords, I have carefully examined our 


journals for this ſeſſion, and upon that exami- 


nation, I had the ſatisfaction to find, that there 


is no meſſage, nor any anſwer from the crown, 


which can give us the leaſt ground to believe 
we are 'now in any — As theſe, my Lords, 
are the only methods I can think of, by which 
a parliamentary knowledge of our being in dan- 
gerous circumſtances can be communicated to 
us, I muſt think it inconſiſtent with the dig- 


nity of this houſe to preſume, from 'any infor- 


mation we may have had from publick news 
papers or private whiſpers, that we are in ſuch 
' circutnſtances 3 and without ſuch a preſumption, 
no member of this houſe can agree to the keep- 
ing up of a ſtanding army of 18, ooo men, un- 
leſs he thinks, that ſuch an army ought to be 
kept up, even when the nation is in the greateſt 
tranquillity and ſecurity z which is a way of 
thinking no member of this houſe, nor any Bri- 
tiſo ſubſect, will ever, J hope, fall into; for if 
this ſhould ever come to be eſtabliſhed as a max- 
im, a ſtanding army of 18; o00 at leaſt would 
become a oy of our conſtitution. 
But now pens my Lords, 'that we were, 
ent queſtion, to dend ine our- 
ſelves from common reports and ſurmiſes, or 
from publick Gazeztes and hackney news pers, 
yet even from them, I think, we mid con- 


- that we can never be.1 in a ſtate of more 


< abſolute. 
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abſolute ſecurity than we are at preſent. Let us 


© examine the preſent ſtate and ſeeming inclina- 


tions of all the powers of Europe, and we muſt 
preſume, that the tranquillity, either of this 
nation or of Europe, is not in the leaſt danger 
of being diſturbed for ſome years to come. Our 
neighbours the French, my Lords, ſeem of late 
to have entirely changed their conduct. Their 
ambitious view of being able to give laws to 
Europe, may ſtill be the ſame ; but, they have 
of late endeavoured to aſpire to it, by very dif- 


ferent methods from what they formerly made 


uſe. of. Inſtead of warlike meaſures, and vio- 
lent and rapid conqueſts, they are following the 
arts of peace: They are eaſing their people of 
taxes, encouraging trade and commerce, ſetting 
up and improving their manufactures, eftabliſh- 
ing and extending their colonies and plantations, 
both in the Eaſt and MWaſt-Indies, and cultivating 
a ſpirit of induſtry and frugality in every part of 


their dominions. This is a method more ſlow, 


but, in my opinion, more certain, than that 
they formerly purſued. It is a method fo cer- 
tain, that I am convinced, they will ſoon arrive 
at the end they have in view, unleſs their neigh- 


bours, and particularly we of this nation, take 


care to follow the ſame meaſures. They are 
now ſo careful not to raiſe the jealouſy of their 
neighbours, that in the laſt war they were en- 
gaged in againſt the Emperor, though they 
were every where victorious and ſucceſsfu], 
though there ſeemed to be nothing to obſtruct 
the progreſs of their arms, yet of themſelves 
they ſet bounds to their ambition, and were ſa- 
tisfied with adding but one province to their do- 
minions, left by aiming at more, they had 
awakened the other powers of Europe, who 
then ſeemed to be all aſleep ; I ſay aſleep, my 


Lords, for though that province was but incon- 


fſiderable, 
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. 


ſiderable, when, compared with the conqueſts 


they might have made, if none of the other 


powers of Europe had joined the Emperor a- 
gainſt them; yet, as the French dominions 
were before too large, as their power was before 
that conqueſt greater than 1s conſiſtent with the 
balance of power in Europe, it was a conqueſt 
they would not have aimed at, if thoſe who 


ought to be the guardians of that balance, had 


been as watchful as they ought to have been, 
and had taken proper meaſures for preventing 
an addition to that power, which, before that 
acquiſition, was more than a match for any one 
of its neighbours upon the continent. 
< Theſe meaſures, my Lords, the French have 
been led into by a miniſter, who, by his wiſdom 
and conduct, has united with the dignity and 
authority of his character, the affections and 
eſteem of the people; and what is moſt extra- 
ordinary, he has gained the affections and eſteem 
of the people, by purſuing meaſures which were 
contrary to Res genius and inclinations, and 
contrary to 
which had been inculcated mto them, during 
the late and long reign of Lewis XIV. He has 
never threatned war, while he was cringingly 
ſuing for peace; nor has he put his country to 
the expence of formidable armaments, at a time 
when he was reſolved to tie up their hands by 
peaceable inſtructions. On the contrary, when 
he found himſelf under a neceſſity of going to 
war, he began the attack, before his enemies 
had a ſuſpicion of the danger; and he put an 
end to the war, as ſoon as he could obtain a 
ſufficient compenſation for his own country, 
_ a proper ſatisfaction for thoſe who were its 
ies. 


pears, that he is not ambitious of making great 


* conqueſts, nor deſirous of going to war; there- 


« fore 


ole notions of glory and renown, 


From the whole of his conduct it ap- 
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© fore while he continues prime miniſter, we have 


0 K K. c RA & 


no reaſon to apprehend an attack or invaſion from 


France; and as it is not our intereſt to engage 


in war, as we never ought w e any war 
but through neceſſity or for ſelf-preſervation, I 
cannot think we have at preſent a view of at- 
tacking the kingdom of France, or any other 
kingdom or ſtate in Europe. ' . 

I know, my Lords, it may be objected, that 
as the miniſter who has now the direction of 
publick affairs in France, is of a great age, we 
can put no truſt in that ſecurity which depends 


© upon his life. It may be ſaid, that by the 
_ © courſe of nature, his life, or his capacity for 


buſineſs, can be of no long continuance; and 
as he may be ſucceeded by a miniſter of an am- 
bitious, enterprizing ſpirit, we ought to provide 
againſt the worſt, and therefore ought to keep 
up ſuch a ſtanding army as may be ſufficient for 


repelling any attack. This, my Lords, is an objec- 


< ſures, or to en 


” 


tion which will always be as good as it is at pre- 
ſent, againft our reducing any of our army, 
A young minifter may die as well as an old, and 
a young miniſter is more apt to 1 his mea- 
e in ambitious defigns, than 
an old one can be ſuppoſed to be; therefore, if 
this be now a good objection againſt our making 
a reduction, it muſt always be ſo; conſequently 
a ſtanding army of at leaſt 18, ooo men, muſt 


be entailed upon us for ever, and ſo become a 


part of our conſtitution. But ſuppoſe the pre- 


ſent prime miniſter of France ſhould die, or 
ſhould refign his employments, before next ſeſ- 
fion of Parliament, he has acquir'd ſo much 
glory, and that kingdom has reaped fo great 


and ſo apparent benefits, from the peaceable 


© meaſures he has purſued, that his ſucceſſor muſt 
© be not only a man of an ambitious and enter: 
« prizing' genius, but alſo a man of no great wil 


n dom, 


5 
c 
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tow, if he does not biber the fame tate 
and ſuppoſe he ſhould not, ſuppoſe him as ambi⸗ 


tious, or as great a fool as any miniſter that ever 


directed the affairs of that or any other king: 
dom, it will require ſome time before he can 
himſelf in power, and till he hab fixed himſelf; 


he will not, he cork not attempt to diſturb the 


repoſe of any of his neighbours ; ſo that, with 
reſpect to France, ſuppoſing the worſt that can 
happenz we have no reaſon to apprehend an at- 


tack, or any diſturbance from that quarter, be- 


fore next ſeſſion of Parliament; and in the next 


ſeſſion we may again increaſe the number of dur 


forces, if the circumſtances of the nation then 
ſeem to reguire it. 3 
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tranquillity of Europe; and they 


© that war he 
ceſs, that we cannot ſuppoſe he will attack any 


_— 


have: no inclination. to diſturb the — happy 
eem to be ſo 
well aſſured of its not being in danger uf being 


diſturbed by any other power, that they have 


88 a number 2 forces in their pay as 
ey ought to keep” up for guarding their own 
frontiers, and for fulfilling the ſtipulationa they 


© have entered into with their heighbours. Then, 


with. regard to the Emperor, he is, we know; 
already engaged in a war with the Turks, and iti 
as yet, met with ſo little ſuc- 


continues; nor can we ſuppoſe he would have 


engaged in that war, if he had not been fully. 
aſſured of the pacifick diſpoſition of the tourt of 
France ; and the event has ſhewn; that his aſ- 
ſurance was not without . good; foundation; for 


ö the court of France, inſtead of taking advan- 


tage of the war the Emperor is engaged iti 
againſt the Turks, are now employing 2 good 
offices for putting an end to that war. . This 
ſnews the harmony that at preſent ſubſiſts be- 
Vol. XVI. 3 _ © tween 
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kingdom in partieular, or of Europe 
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© tween the houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon; and 


gas the contention between theſe two houſes has 


© been the chief cauſe of moſt of the wars that 
© have lately happened in Europe, I ſee no reaſon 
to apprehend that the preſent tranquillity can be 
«* diſturbed, as long as that harmony ſubſiſts. 

„The two northern powers, my Lords, ſeem 
both at preſent more intent upon the improve- 
© ment of their trade and navigation, than upon 
« diſturbing the tranquillity of one another, or of 
© any of their neighbours; and the Muſcovites, 
© notwithſtanding their late ſucceſs againſt the 
© Turks, have their hands ſo full upon that fide, 
< that there is not the leaſt danger of their at- 
© tacking any of their neighbours upon this. Here 
© likewiſe we have a freſh inſtance of the paci- 
© fick inclinations of the court of Fance; for tho? 
© their favourite point in Poland had been defeated, 
© and his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's own Father-in- 


law drove out of that kingdom, by the ſucceſs- 


ful arms of Ruſſia, yet the court of France 
offered their mediation for bringing about a 
© peace between the Ruſſians and Turks, and the 
« Ruſſians, with more than Rigſian policy, ac- 
© cepted of that mediation. 
The peace of Italy, my Lords, ſeems to be 
© inſured not only by the preſent circumſtances of 
© the ſeveral princes thereof, but by the guaranty 
of the King of France; a guaranty which is 


"© ſufficient for ever-awing the ambitious views of 


any prince or potentate in Italy, and a guaranty 
© which his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty will, I believe, 
© for his own honour, as well as for the intereſt 
© of his kingdom, take care to obſerve more 
+ faithfully than ſome guaranties have been of 
:< late years obſerveln. 7: 
I have now, I think,” ſhewn, my Lords, 
| of this 


— 


7 
3 { ' < there 
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„there is not the leaſt diſturbance to be appre- 
0 dended from any prince or potentate in Europe, 
* unleſs it proceeds from Spain or Portugal; and 
that nei of thefe kingdoms will attack 


the other, I think, we are at preſent as certain 


« of, as we can be of any future event whatſo- 
ever. As Portugal | is not by itſelf a match for 
« Spain, there is not the leaſt danger that the 
latter will be attacked by the former; and as 
Spain muſt have been convinced, by the late 
conduct both of France and of this nation, that 
« they will not be allowed to execute any ambi- 
« tious defigns they may have againſt Portugal, 


c there is reaſon to preſume they have, for ſome 
« years at leaft, laid ſuch deſigns entirely aſide; 
therefore, we have no ground to think, that | 
either of theſe kingdoms will attack the ocker; ; 


and this nation furely can never be in dread of 


can attack, much leſs an invaſion from Portugal; 


© far tho the Portugueſe ſhould be fo mad as to 
imagine themſelves an equal match for this na- 


© tion, yet the ſeafonable affiſtance we lately ſent 


© them, Lane they were in danger of being fwal- 
© lawed up by Spain, muſt have laid them under 
* ſuch obligations, that it cannot be ſuppoſed 
„they will attack us for a flight cauſe, or in a 


© ſhort time; and their own ſafety will always, 


in my inioh, prevent their falling out with 
us; becauſe the muſt be ſenſible, that the mo- 
ment they do ſo, they loſe the only ſafeguard 
they can depend on, for preventing their being 


conquered, and made a prey of by their invete- 
rate enemies the Spaniards. bus 


0 JD A 2 


The interęſt and inclinations: 'of the Spanih 


c court, with reſpect to its other neighbours, and 
4 with re ard to us, remain now, my Lords, only 
© to be co ſidered.” With regard to Fance, what- 
© ever the intereſts of the Spaniſh nation may be, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
be ſuppoſed, that the court of Spain have at 
preſent an inclination to have any miſunder- 
ſtanding with the court of France; but ſuppoſe 
they had, and that a war ſhould break out be- 
tween theſe two nations, I hope it is not to be 
« preſumed, that. we would take the part of 
France againſt Spain; and conſidering that ſome 
years ago we. refuſed to be the ſole mediator of 
the differences then ſubſiſting between the courts 
of Madrid and Vienna, only for fear of diſobli- 
« ging the court of France, tho we might have 
thereby had an opportunity of detaching Spain 
« entirely from a dependance upon, or a confi- 
« dence in the court of France, I think it is to be 
preſumed, that the ſame perſons would ſtill en- 
« tertain the ſame, fears, would therefore re- 
© fuſe to join with Spain in a war againſt France, 
however much the intereſt of Europe in general, 
© however much the intereſt of this nation in 
particular might plead for ſuch a conjunction. 
There is therefore no reaſon to apprehend, that 
«. Spain will diſturb the preſent tranquillity by at- 
tacking France, or that we — be engaged 
© in the quarrel, if it ſhould; and as for Spain's 
© attacking the Emperor, or any of the other 
< princes or ſtates, who have dòminions in Ital), 
we can have no reaſon to apprehend any ſuch 
thing, as long as France ſtands engaged to gua- 
ranty thoſe dominions, and ſeems reſolved to 


GG A 2_ 


* 


t obſerve and perform that Den "= 
In the laſt place, my Lords, let us eonſider 
the intereſts and inclinations of the court of 


Spain, with regard to this nation in particular. 


What the inclinations of the court of Spain 
may be, I ſhall not pretend to determine, but 
I uam ſure, it is againſt the intereſt of that na- 
tion to have any miſunderſtanding with this; 
and therefore till I am informed of the con- 
* trary by a proper authority, I muſt * 
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+ that the court of Spain have at preſent no de- 
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« fign — the peace of this kingdom. Their 


Gua Cofta*s in . have, it is true, been 
ilty of many piratical practices of late years, 


and by ſuch practices have inſulted the honour, 
as well as ured the trade of this nation; but 


I cannot think, that any of thoſe practices were 
authorized "the court of Spain. We know, 
that many of theſe Guarda Coſia*s are ſhips fit- 
ted out by private men, who receive commiſ- 


ſions from the Spaniſh governors in that part 


of the world, to guard their coaſts, ' and to 
ſeize all ſhips and veſſels they find concerned in 
illicit trade. The crews of ſuch Guarda Cofta*s 


are uſually compoſed of fellows who ſerve, 


no purchaſe no pay; and when theſe fellows 
can meet with no lawful prize, neceſſity com- 
pels them to act like free-booters: They ſeize 
the firſt ſhip they can make themſelves maſters 
of, and then ſwear. they found her carrying on 
an illicit trade upon their coaſts. By ſuch fel- 
lows many of our merchant-ſhips have been, I 
believe, unjuſtly ſeized; but I am convinced, 


that upon our application many of theſe: fellows 


have been already hung up at the yard's arm, 
and that every one of them will be ſo ſerved, 
as ſoon as he is detected, and the fact fully 
proved. Nay, if it ſhould be found, that any 
of the Spaniſh governors in the Weſt- Indies have 


© winked at ſuch practices, or have gone ſhares 
in the ſpoil, which may be the caſe, I am con- 


vinced they would, upon our application, be 


called home by the court of Spain, and would 
there meet with an exemplary 5 
This, my Lords, I am fully convinced of, 


puniſhment. 


becauſe, I find, our miniſters ſtill keep a corre- 


* ſpondence wih the court of Spain, and are now 


carrying on a negotiation with that court, in or- 


der to concert proper meaſures for * 
| Qs feen 
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© ſuch practices in time to come; for if the court 
of Spain had in the leaſt appeared to have 
* countenanced ſuch practices, or if that court 
© had refuſed, or unreaſonably delayed to in- 
© flit condign puniſhment upon any one of the 
offenders, after the crime had been fully pro- 
< ved againſt him, I am ſure, no miniſter of Greaz 
< Britain would have dared to keep/a:correſpon- 
< dence, or to carry on any ſort of negotiation, 
_ © with a court that had offered ſuch an dignity 
to his King, and ſuch an inſult to his country. 
Peace, my Lords, is a defirable thing for any 
< nation, eſpecially a trading nation; but, who- 
< ever thinks that a peace ought to be purchaſed 
at the expence of the honour of his country, 
< will, at laſt, find himſelf egregiouſly miſtaken. 
© By the cuſtom of all nations, and all ages, when 
© an apparent, and real affront has been put upon 
one nation by another, the mjured nation ought 
to make a peremptory demand of redreſs, and 
if it is not granted upon the very firſt de- 
© mand, they ought to break off all further cor- 
reſpondence, and immediately begin hoſtilities. 
If they ſubmit to a negotiation after ſuch a re- 
Anfuſal, they may, at laſt, obtain a nominal peace, 
but it comes attended with contempt; and a 
nation that is contemned, can never expect a 
* ceſſation of hoſtilities. „ 
For this reaſon, my Lords, I cannot enter- 
tain ſo bad an opinion of thoſe who have, at 
£ preſent, the honour to be concerned in our ad- 
miniſtration, as to imagine, that the court of 
pain have in the leaſt countenanced the pirati- 
cal practices of ſome of their ſubjects in Ame- 
rica, or that they have refuſed to do juſtice up- 
on any one of the offenders: But, ſuppoſe they 
* fſnhould do ſo before next ſeſſion uf Parliament; 
for, as I have ſaid, it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe 
they have yet done fo; 1 thall grant, we 


« would 
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« would in ſuch a caſe, be under an immediate 
« neceflity of declaring war againſt that nation; 
but, in ſuch a war, what can. we have to do 
with a land army? What occaſion can we have 


on account of ſuch a war? Every gentleman 
muſt know, that it would be ridiculous in us, 


hnd force, as would be ſufficient to make any 
conqueſt there; and, tho* we ſhould make a 
reduction of 6000, we could ſpare a ſufficient 
number of land forces, for infeſting and making 
inroads upon their coaſts. Can any gentleman 
ſuppoſe, that Spain would attempt 'to invade 
this nation ? They know, by experience, the 
precariouſneſs of all ' ſuch attempts; and, the 
formidable navy, which this very ſeſſion of 
Parliament has enabled his Majeſty to fit out, 
muſt make it ridiculous in them, to think 'of 

ſuch attempt. The number of ſeamen, 
that are already provided, for the ſervice of the 
enſuing year, will enable his Majeſty to ſend 
out ſeveral ſquadrons of men of war, every 
one of which will be ſuperior to any naval 
force the Spaniards can ſend againſt them. 
With theſe ſquadrons we may protect our trade 
and our own dominions, and at the fame time, 
fo much annoy the coaſts of our enemies, that 
they will ſoon be forced to ſue for an accom- 
 modation. It is by means of our navy only, 
that we can pretend to force Spain'to'a compli- 
 arice with our juſt demands; and, therefore, if 
we are in danger of being involved in a war 
with that nation, we ought to reduce our army, 
that we may with the more eaſe àugment our 
navy. e Fi L 2:3 £128 of * wn 
This was the method, my Lords, by which 
© his late Majeſty managed the war he was en- 
« paged in againſt 0 the war 
r : 4 


© was 


for keeping up an additional number of troops 


to attempt to invade Old Spain, with ſuch a 
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1 was in a manner begun, he made a reduction 
of his land forces, and he told his Parliament, 
© he did ſo, becauſe he thought his fleet ſuffci⸗ 
* ent not only to give a check to the ambitious 
+ views of Spain, but to compel them to agree to 
t reaſonable terms; The event, accordingly, an- 
ſwered his expectations; for, by means of his 
5 fleet, he ſbon convinced the Spaniſh court, how 
vain it was for them to contend. with this na- 
+ tion, or to embark in any projects that were in- 
e conſiſtent with the 3 of Great Britain, 
F or with the engagements we had entered into 
+ with any of our allies. This is an example, 
+ which ought now to be followed; I wiſh it 
+ had been always followed: If we had made 
the ſame uſe of our fleet upon ſeveral occaſions, 
* ſince that time, we would never have had any 
+ depredations. to complain of; nor ſhould we 
* now have had the leaſt ground to be afraid of 
4 Spgin, or of any. owe in Europe, that durſt 
+ take er part againſt us. 
225 Having now, Ny, Lords, examined the pre- 
+ ſent circumſtances of the nation with reſpect to 
0 foreign affairs, I ſhall next beg leave to exa- 
minè our preſent domeſtick circumſtances, ſo 
+ far at leaſt as they can be traced from com- 
mon reports and publick news papers. From 
5 theſe I am ſure it does not appear that we are 
* in the leaſt danger of any domeſtick troubles 
5 or commotions. There may be great diſcon- 
© tents in the nation, I am ſorry they are ſo ge- 
* neral as they appear to bez but, there is no 
diſaffection, nor any ſeeming deſign to overturn 
+ or diſtur rh. the, government. If there are any 
+. plots or conſpiracies in embryo, if the govern- 
ment is afraid of any ſuch, ſomething of it 
2 beer to. he told, ſome intimation ought to 
be made to us of onr danger, and ſome of the 
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cated to us in a parliamentary Way: When this 
is done, 1 ſnall be ready to join in any mea- 
« ſures for diſappointing ſuch conſpiracies, and 
for bringing the (conſpirators to 'condign pu- 


army, only becauſe a miniſter has whiſpered me, 


that he thinles our government, or our preſent 


happy eſtabliſhment, in danger.” © 

I know, my Lords, it may be faid; that 
there have been lately many mobs and tumults 
in ſeveral parts of the kingdom, and that there- 
fore, the number of regular forces we have at 


preſent, is the leaſt that is neceſſary for pre- 


venting or diſperſing ſach tumults, and for aſ- 
ſiſting and enabling the civil magiſtrate to exe- 
cute the laws of our country. My Lords, I 
hope, I ſhall never ſee this nation reduced to 
ſuch unfortunate circumſtances. A law, which 
the civil power is unable to execute, muſt either 
be in itſelf oppreſſive, or it muſt be ſuch a one 
as affords a handle for oppreſſion. hope this 
houſe will always have penetration enough, not 


to paſs a law which is in itſelf oppreſſive, or 


at leaſt the goodneſs to repeal it, as ſoon as it 
appears to be ſo; and I hope we ſhall always 
have virtue and courage enough to ſend that 
magiſtrate or that officer to Hburn, who ſhall 
dare to make an oppreſſive uſe of any law we 
give our conſent to. Therefore, if there be 
now any laws in being; which cannot be exe- 
cuted by the civil power, we ought to enquire 


into them, and the uſe that is made of them, 


in order to amend or them; and to con- 


trive ſome other methods or Fra for anſwer- 
ing thoſe ends, for Which they were intended. 
Surely we are not to make a ſacrifice of our 
conſtitution and liberties, by eſtabliſhing a mili- 
tary — for the * of Ow 


Lor 


t, I cannot agree to load and ter- 
rify the nation, with ſuch a numerous ſtanding 
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or dangerous laws, which, through 5 


0 cy or want of foreſight, have been agreed wy 


either by ourſelves or our anceſtors. _- 
* Butſuppoſe, my Lords, that the mobs and tu- 
© mult, which have lately happened, and the op- 
poſition that has in ſome caſes been made to the 
civil magiſtrate, have proceeded from nothing of 
an oppreſſive nature in any of our laws, nor from 
the oppreſſive uſe that has been made of any of 
them, which, I hope, is the caſe; yet experi- 
* ence has taught us, that regular troops ate far 
from being proper or effectual inſtruments, for 

preventing ſuch tumults, or for aiding the civil 

magiſtrate in the execution of our laws. The 
© late atrocious murder committed by the mob at 


| 3 Edinburgh, was perpetrated within a ew hundred 


yards of a whole regiment of regular troops; 
* and even here in Meſtminſter, nay even within 
the verge of the court, we know that great at- 
* fronts have been offered to the government, 
and ſome murders committed, by mobs within 
the view of our regular troops. It is impoſſible, 
my Lords, to make our regular troops proper or 
effectual inſtruments for quelling mobs, or for 
enforcing the laws of their country, unleſs you 
lodge the civil as well as military power in the 
„ officers of your army; and ſuch a regulation, I 
am ſure, no Lord of this houſe would agree to, 
nor would any officer of our: © "Wks I n de- 
ſire to ſee it eſtabliſned. | 
For this reaſon, my Treg we ought to wake 
* all poſſible care, by prudent regulations and fre- 
* quent-enquiries, that the crvil magiſtrate may 
never ſtand in need of regular troops, for ena- 
bling him to quell a mob, or to execute any 
law that has been, or- fall bo enacted. Even 
© with reſpect to our taxes; we ought to take care 
to have them ſo moderate, and levied in ſuch 
. an equal and N manner, that „ troops 
may 
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may never be neceſſary for enforcing the pay- 
ment of them, or for apprehending thoſe that 
« are guilty of defrauding the publick revenue; 
« for, it is a bad omen for the liberties of a peo- 

« ple, when they are loaded with taxes, which 
« they think ſo heavy, or ſo ill applied, that the 
collectors muſt always come eſcorted by parties 
+ of horſe, foot, or dragoons. Such a people 
may be kept in obedience, and may be com- 

« pelled to pay as long as, they have wherewithal 
to pay, by a numerous ſtanding army; but, 
from the moment that ſuch meaſures * 
neceſſary, the people muſt be look d on as 
« ſlaves, and — 5 armies of ſoldiers and tax. ga- 


« therers will look upon themſelves as their maſ- 


ters. This, my Lords, is far from being the caſe 
of this nation at preſent. There may be 5 
contents amongſt us, there may be ſome 
ſons who grumble unjuſtly at thoſe taxes, -wA 
have been laid upon them by a free and inde- 
« pendent Parliament; but, I hope, no man will 
pretend, that thoſe diſcontents are, as yet, ſo 
general or ſo violent, or that thoſe grumblers 
* are ſo numerous, that an army of 18, ooo men 
is che leaſt that is neceſſary, for keeping our 
People in obedience, and for compelling the 
payment of our taxes; therefore, the cireum- 
* ſtances. the nation is in at preſent, with reſpect 
to our domeſtick affairs, can afford no argument 
© againſt our making a reduction of our army. 
On the other hand, my Lords, the arguments 


in favour of a reduction are many, and all of 


them, in my opinion, unanſwerable. I ſhall 
mention only two, one of which proceeds from 
our preſent circumſtances, with reſpect to fo- 
* reign, affairs, and the other from our preſent 
* circumſtances, with regard to domeſtick affairs. 
Our neighbours upon the continent are all now, 
4 1 have Wend. for ſeveral years, cultivating the 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
factures of their own, and encouraging trade 
and commerce among their ſubjects, with great 


induſtry and application. This muſt of courſe 
diminiſh our trade, or oblige our manufacturers 
and tradeſmen, to fell' the produce of their la- 


bour at a cheaper rate than they formerly uſed 
to do; for, as the extenſiveneſs of our trade 


conſiſts in furniſhing our neighbours with thoſe 
manufactures, which they cannot work up a- 


mong themſelves, if they begin to ſet up ma- 
nufactures of the ſame kind, we can no longer 
propoſe to furniſh them with ſuch manufactures, 
unleſs we can make them better, and fell them 
cheaper, than our neighbours can have them at 
home. For this reaſon, we have now much 


greater reaſon to be afraid of the progreſs of 


trade among our neighbours, than we have to 


be afraid of the progreſs of any of their arms. 
The progreſs of their arms we may give a check 


to, as ſoon as it becomes formidable, by violent 
methods, which are quick and eaſy, becauſe 
the execution depends upon our government 
only; but, we cannot pretend to give a check 


to the progreſs of their trade, by violent me- 
thods, as long as they do nothing that is incon- 
ſiſtent with the treaties they have made with us. 
We can give a check to their trade by no other 


methad, but that of enabling our merchants to 
ſell cheaper, than our neighbours are able to 


{ell commodities of the ſame kind and good- 
neſs: For this purpoſe, we muſt enable our 


manufacturers and tradeſmen to ſell the produce 


of their labour at the cheapeſt rate; and, the 
only way to enable our manufacturers and 


tradeſmen, to ſell the produce of their labour 


at a cheaper rate, is; to aboliſh all thoſe taxes 
'© which enhance the price of the neceſſaries or 


conveniencies of life, or of any of theſe _ 
© Ren | | | 652 8 


* — * 3 
N 5 * 
* n e 7 
x * 
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rials that are neceſſary, for working up our ma- f it 
© nufactures. This, my Lords, we have too long 1 
neglected, and to this neglect, we may chiefly | 11 
© aſctibe the preſentattempts of all our neighbours, it 
and the flouriſhing ſtate of the manufactures bs 
and commerce of that neighbour, who is our . 
* moſt dangerous rival. Every man who is con- 5 
verſant in trade knows, What great encroach- 1 
« ments France has made, ſince the peace of U- | 
« trecht, upon every branch of the trade of this . 
kingdom. As we were then in poſſeſſion of 15 
© the principal trade and manufactures of Europe, . 
« if we had then begun to diminiſh our taxes, N 
© and to take proper meaſures for the preſervation | 
* and improvement of our trade, they could nor 
have made ſuch encroachments upon us, and 4 
* conſequently they could not have been in their 1 
« preſent flouriſhing ſtate, nor would we have 1 
been in the diſtreſſed condition we are in at ty 
. C . 
The only method, my Lords, we can take, for aſt 
© diminiſhing our taxes, is to be frugal in our pub- 1 
lick expences; and, conſidering the powerful | | 
© navy we keep in continual repair, and the great * 
number of ſeamen with which our trade, while 
* it laſts, will always be able to furniſh us, there 
is no article of publick expence, in which we 
; can be frugal with more ſafety and convenien- 
* cy, than in that of our ſtanding army; there- 
: fare, we ought to negle& no opportunity for ; | 
1 reducing our army, nor ought we ever to keep * "nn 
V * up a greater number than is abſolutely neceſſa- [i ö 
N * ry, according to the circumſtances the nation | 
© * happens to be in at the time. But ſo far have | 


* we been from being frugal and ſaving upon this 
* article, or, indeed, any other article of publick 
* expence, that we have for many years kept up 
* a more numerous ſtanding army than was, in 
© my opinion, neceſſary; and upon moſt of the 

3 | | © other 


ö. 8 


238 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1948, 
| other articles we are a ber increaſing, in- 
ſtead of diminiſhing. Our civil liſt revenue 
has been increaſed from 4 or 500, ooo l. to, 1 
may ſay, near a million a year. The expence 
of our army at home has been of late years in- 
creaſed : The expence of our land forces in the 
Plantations, Minorca, and Gibraltar, has been 
increaſing for ſeveral years, and is this year 
higher than it was the laſt: The expence of 
Chelſea Hoſpital is every year increafing ; and as 
we are almoſt every year creating y new 
poſt, or adding ſome new officer to the manage- 
ment and collection of our publick revenue, 
this, I believe, is a hidden and a dangerous ſort 
of expence, which has been vaſtly increaſed of 
late years, and is every year increaſing. Many 
ſmalls, my Lords, make a great, as we may ſee 
by comparing our preſent annual revenue with 
what it was forty or fifty years ago: Before the 
Revolution, the whole of the publick expence, 
which the people of this nation were annually 
loaded with, was but about two millions: Now, 
what we call the current expence, which the 
Parliament provides for every year, amounts to 
above two millions, beſides the civil lift, the 


and as the civil lift revenue * 1 25 


be 0 our publick funds at near two millions, 
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| _ © of the two millions, which was the higheſt ſum 
= * * were ever loaded with in time 
| © before the late happy Revolution. wy 


\ 


— 
- 


. 
* 
c 


| ; 1＋ 
— : " * * x i + * Ex * * 4 * 
: TRE On" IS 2 8 ö i Ke ®. 5 5 : He ; 
K. 138. DEBATE 
. 1 3 3 - : 5 *S 3 


| | 1 3 ; : 
This leads me, my Lords, to the other ar- 


ment in favour of a reduction of our army, 
which, I have ſaid proceeds from the preſent 


« ſtate of our domeſtick affairs. If we conſider the 
many and the heavy taxes our people are now 
obliged to pay : If we conſider the great number 
of years they have been loaded with theſe taxes: 
If we conſider the frequent hopes that have been 
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given them, of ſeeing ſome of theſe taxes aboliſh- 


ed, the many diſappointments they have met 
with, and the deſpair they are now reduced to, 


of ever ſeeing themſelves freed from any of 


theſe heavy taxes; we cannot wonder at the 


general diſcontent which now prevails, even 
though no late meaſure, nor any late misfor- 
tune, had contributed to add to that diſcontent. 


Our people, my Lords, muſt be relieved from 
ſome of the heavy taxes they now groan under: 
His Majeſty, in his firſt ſpeech from the throne, 
was ſo gracious as to declare, that this was what 


he ardently wiſhed. This revived the hopes of 


our people; but they have been ſo long diſap- 
pointed, that they now begin to loſe patience. 
A reduction of our army will enable us to an- 
ſwer the people's expectations, or at leaſt it 
will revive their hopes. This will give imme- 
diate ſatisfaction, and will remove that general 
diſcontent which now prevails. It will revive 
the ſpirit and the induſtry af our people, and 


may recover our trade from the languiſhing 
condition in which it is at 
only knows the effects whicl 
Jure may produce: No man can tell what the 
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But God 
a contrary mea- 


people may. be drove to by reſentment and de- 
{pair; therefore, every man who wiſhes well to 


our happy canflitutian, or fo the illuſtrious Fa- 
mily new upon our throne, muſt be for a mea- 
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Where it has many rivals, can 
nothing but by the dale, v virtue, ſobriety, 
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e ling to his Majeſty the hearts and affections of 


3 hope, I need not mention, my Lords, the 
many other diſadvantages that attend keeping 


© his people. 


trading country; every one. of which affords 
an unanſwerable argument for making A reduc- 
tion. 1 he Kee ing up of Fl ſtanding, merce- 
nary, army in a free country, neceſſarily deſtroys 
the martial #pi irit and 5 line of the reſt of 


e fuck an army, in a trading country, encourages 
and p 3 a ſpirit of idleneſs, lewdneſs, de. 
bauchery, luxury, and extravagance. among all 
„ Fore 8. degrees of men 5 and evety one 
© knows that the trade of a a countt b. eſpecially 

upported by 


and frugality of the people. The quartering of 
© ſoldiers,” even in this country, is a terrible 
ce, and a heavy load upon many private 


"26 men, Ard is of moſt dangerous conſequence to 
the freedom of our elections, becauſe it is a rod 
in the hands of our miniſters, which they inay 
make uſe of for correcting any corp t 

© county, that ſhall chuſe a FO whole face is 
not agreeable to the court. The R d g of 
2a daily ſupport for ſo many hail, 


on or 


iy fellows; 


© moſt'of "whom have been bred up to ſome labo- 


'+ rious trade or em loymetit, greatly diminiſhes. 
our 7 by trade, and erte our na- 
tion: 


revenue, which; every one Knows, de- 
<-pends upon the labour arid induftry of our poor. 
© Theſe are diſadvantages which are univerſally 
"0 acknowledged; and therefore, we ought never 
to ſubmit to the keeping up of a ftanding, mer: 


© cenary army; but in eaſes of the moſt urgent 


« neceſſity ; 


up à numerous ſtanding army in -a free and 


the people; Rig: all Aiories ſhew, that a cow. 
0 ardly People muſt ſoon. become flayes to a fo- 
© Teign or a domeſtick army. The keeping up of 


- * 


y ö „ e ee 
n — . 
. l Hh 
n © IS 7 


* 
* 


A. 1738. DE RAT E 8. 
neceſſity ; nor ought we at any time to keep up 
* a more numerous mercenary army, than the 
« preſent neceſſity evidently requires. 
© T ſhail conclude, my Lords, with obſerving; 

that when a Parliament is called upon any extra- 
ordinary buſineſs, or when any affair of an ex- 
traordinary nature is to be laid before them, it 
has always been the cuſtom for our King, to 
take notice of it, or to give ſome intimation of 
it, in his ſpeech from the throne, at the open- 
ing of the ſeſſion. This is a cuſtom immemo- 
rial, and a valuable cuſtom, becauſe it prevents 
6 ſurprize. His Maj ty: in his ſpeech rom the 
. © throne, a ee, of this ſeſſion, was ſo 
far from intimating to us, that any affair of 
an extraordinary nature was to be laid before us, 
or that any extraordinary demand was to be 
made upon us, that he expreſly told us, he call - 
ed us together for the neceſſary diſpatch of the 
« publick buſineſs. From hence I had the pleaſure 
to conclude, that nothing was to come before us, 
but the uſual and ordinary buſineſs, that muſt 
neceſſarily be diſpatched by every ſeſſion of Par- 
fliament; and will any man pretend that the 
keeping up and providing for an army of 18,000 
men, is any part of that publick 'buſineſs,, which 
muſt neceſſarily be diſpatched by every future 
ſeſſion of Parliament in Great Britain? My 
Lords, if there were no other reaſon for making 
a reduction, this alone would make me ſanguine 
in its favaur; leſt it ſnould from our conduct 
in this ſeſſiom be preſumed, that the keepin 
up and providing for ſuch an army is an affair o 
courſe, an affair which every ſubſequent ſeſſion 
ought to agree to, without the leaſt intimation, 
* or the ſeaſt reaſon for ſhewing, that it is neceſ- 
© fary for themi ta do ſo. I muſt therefore con- 
* clude with moving your Lordſhips, that it may 
* be an inſtruction to the committee, That the 
Vol. XVI. R number 
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1 


in Great Britain and the iſlands of Guernſey and 


FJerſey, to be pe * * next N ſhall not 
VS e 12, 000.“ N | 


The next Cl” in this 1 was his 


Gram the Duke of Knee 275 Nm to 


this effect. 


C My Lords, QF. 
© I have ſo great an ann of + dakle 3 
* who ſpoke laſt, that I am always extremely ſor- 


ry when I differ from him upon any queſtion | 


that happens to come before us. In ſuch caſes 
© it is even with difficulty 1 yield to my own opi- 
nion, and with great diffidence I preſume to 

give my reaſons. As that noble Lord always 
expreſſes himſelf in the moſt forcible manner, 
* as he always places every argument he makes 
« ufe of in the ſtrongeſt hght, perhaps what I am 


to ſay upon the preſent ſubject, may, at firſt 


view, ſeem to deſerve but little regard. If this 
* happens to be the caſe, I hope you will not im- 

pute it to the weakneſs'of the argument, but to 
« the incapacity: of him that makes uſe of it; for 
« however coldly or obſcurely IL may expreſs my- 
« felf, I am perſuaded, that when gentlemen. con- 
ſider ſeriouſly the argument itſelf; without re- 

© pard to the dreſs it has been put Ein they will 
have reaſon to think, that Iam in GCoayed ! in my 
opinion by nechig but à ſincere, and, I hope, 


à juſt regard for the' honour of my King, and 
6: this ſafety of my native country. 


I ſhall agree with the noble Lord, that in all 
«. caſes which depend upon facts er circumſtances, 
every Lord, who has the honour to be 
a member of this Houſe, is to judge from his 
* own knowledge; but, my Lond, I cannot 
4 "Is" with him chen that in an, ſuch caſes, 

& 6 we 
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« we are to determine ourſelves by nothing but 


© that knowledge, which has been communicat 

e to us as a houſe of Parliament, and by a proper 
authority. In the caſe now before us; the nation 
may be in danger, yea, it may be in imminent 
danger; ſome treafonable plot for an inſarrec- 
« tion may be in embryo, ſome dangerous defign 
for an invaſion may be upon the anvil, our go- 
vernment may even have had ſome dark hints 
of the danger; and yet it may not be proper 
© for the crown to communicate its. feats, or the 
© hints that have been given; in a publick man- 
© ner, to Parliament. On the contrary, I believe 
« it is better, generally ſpeaking, to arte againſt 
the defigns of our enemies, without allarming 
« the people with an account of the danger they 
t are in, or apprizing our enemies that we are ac- 
quainted with their machinations. In all caſes, 
6 cbererere, that depend upon facts or circumftan- 
* ces, we are to confider, whether thoſe facts or 
« circumſtances are of ſuch a nature, that tlie 
crown may ſafely communicate them in a pub- 
lick manner to Parliament; and, if they be 
* ſuch as cannot; in all probability; be ſafely com- 
* minicated, we muſt determine ourſelves by 
common reports and ſurmiſes, and according to 
© the credit Which we think thoſe reports and ſur- 
© miſes deſerve. Even the whiſpers of a miniſter 
© thay be of weight in ſuch a queſtlon, arid muff 
| be 'of weight in proportion to the opinion the 
* liſtener has formed bf the whiſperer. res N 


„The noble Lord, my Lords, has with great 
* judgment examined the preſent. circumſtances 


© of Europe; and of this nation; and. has en- 
* deavoured to ſhew, I wiſh 1 could fay, has 
actually ſhewh, that we are in no danger 
from our circumſtances, | either abroad or at 
home: But, before I anſwer particularly what 
he” has ſaid upon either of theſe heads; 
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244 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738; 
| J muſt obſerve, that he has not attempted 
© to give us one reaſon, why we ſhould think the 
1 _ © © tranquillity of Europe, or of this nation, in 
2 greater ſecurity this ſeſſion, than we thought 
| « 1t-was laſt ſeſſion; and yet, I think, it is abſo- 
© lutely neceſſary, to give ſome very ſtrong rea- 
* ſons of this kind, otherwiſe, every member, 
who was laſt ſeſſion for the number of regular 
| : forces then propoſed to be kept up, muſt be for 
© the ſame number this ſeſſion. I very well re- 
© member, I am ſure ſeveral Lords now preſent 
may e * the ſame number, now 
6 „was laſt year agreed to without oppo- 
9 Fen, at leaſt without 5 debate; and, — 
© fore, I am ſurprized to hear any Lord who 
Vas then preſent, now ſtand up to oppoſe the 
['f keeping up of ſuch a number for this enſuing 
| year, without ſhewing ſome reaſon, for believing 
| that our tranquillity, both at home and abroad, 
is now fixed upon a more ſolid and laſting foun- 
dation than it was laſt ſeſſion of Parliament. 
I muſt confeſs, my Lords, it gave me ſome 
< pleaſure, to hear from one who is ſo good a 
judge, that we are not, at preſent, in the leaſt 
danger of having our ach diſturbed ei- 
| | < their abroad or at home. Whoever thinks ſo, 
© muſt highly applaud the prudent meaſures his 
«< Majeſty has taken for reſtoring and eſtabliſhing 
the tranquillity of $4 tk and for preſerving 
< the tranquillity of theſe kingdoms. But, al- 
though I have as good an opinion of the mea- 
« ſures his Majeſty has all along purſued, though 
+ © I am convinced he has done every thing for at- 
' © taining ſo good an end, that human wiſdom 
| could direct, yet, I have the misfortune to think 
3 dur ſecurity is far from being certain and infalli- 
| © ble. There are ſo many changes may happen 
at the ſeveral courts of Europe, that nothing 
but omniſcience can fore-ſee them; there are ſo 
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many ſchemes may be formed, for diſturbing 
the preſent tranquillity, that nothing but an 


< omnipotent power can, with authority, ſay, 
none of them ſhall take effect. As it is againſt 


the intereſt of this nation, to make any con- 


« queſts upon the continent of Europe, as it is a- 
gainſt our intereſt, to allow any of the Princes 
of Europe to ſubdue any one of his neighbours, 
it is therefore our buſineſs, to preſerve the peace 
* of Europe, and to ſet bounds to the ambitious 


views of the ſeveral Princes thereof. This, we 


have of late years effectually done, by keeping 
our navy always in good repair, and by keep- 
ing up a land army ſufficient for protecting our 
* own dominions, and fulfilling our engagements 
with our allies. It is to this, that the preſent 
* tranquillity is chiefly to be aſcribed ; but, if we 
remove the cauſe, the effect muſt ceaſe : If we 
* ſhould reduce our army, we would be no longer 
in condition to give an immediate check to the 
* ambitious views of any Prince in Europe, which 
* might induce ſome one or other of them, to 
give a looſe to his ambition, in hopes of being 
able to conquer ſome neighbouring territory, 
before we could ſend it a proper relief. | 
In this light, my Lords, we ought to conſider 
* the feveral Princes of Europe, and if we conſider 
them in this light, we may find reaſon to ſuſ- 
« pet, that however pacifick their inclinations 
may at preſent appear, they would not long 
continue ſo, if we ſhould put it out of our pow- 
er to give an immediate check to their ambi- 
tious deſigns. The court of France ſeem, tis 
true, at preſent, to have nothing but peaceable 
* views: I hope, they have really none other; 
but, this is what no member of this houſe can 


* 


© anſwer'for. There are ſome territories in their 
© neighbourhood, and not far diſtant from this 
* iſland, which it would certainly be very much 
I _— their 
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their intereſt to annex to their crown: We have 
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reaſon therefore to ſuſpect, that they will take 
hold of the firſt favourable opportunity for do- 
ing ſo; and now, that the Emperor is engaged 
in a heavy war againſt the Turks, is there any 
thing could furniſh them with a more favoura- 
ble opportunity, than that of our putting it out 
of our power, to ſend an immediate aſſiſtance 
to the Emperor? The behaviour of the court 
of France for many years, their behaviour at 
the beginning of the laſt war, may convince us, 
that we ought not to put great confidence in 
the preſent ſerene aſpect of affairs at that court. 
Nay, the noble Lord himſelf has furniſhed us 
with an unanſwerable argument, for not allow- 
ing the preſent ſeeming inclinations of the court 
of France, to have an influence upon any of our 
meaſures : In giving the character of the prime 
miniſter at that court, he told us, that when 


that miniſter found himſelf under a neceſſity of 


going to war, he began the attack, before his 
enemies had a ſuſpicion of the danger. Are 
we not from thence to ſuppoſe, that he would 
behave in the ſame manner, if we, by a reduc- 


tion of our army, ſhould furniſh him with a 


favourable opportunity, for making a very con- 
ſiderable addition to his maſter's dominions ? 


Ihe beſt way, my Lords, to prevent an attack 
is, to be always in a condition to repel it. The. 


court of France ſeem, at preſent, to have ne 
inclination to attack us, or any of our allies; 
but, if we ſhould put it out of our power to 


repel their attack, it might produce an altera- 


tion in their inclinations: They might, they 
probably would, form a deſign againſt ſome of 
our allies; and as they muſt expect, that we 
would, as ſoon. as poſſible, fly to ** aſſiſtance 
of our allies, they would probably begin with 


i eee an invaſion upon this kingdom, in or- 
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der to kindle up a civil war amongſt us, which 


would of courſe prevent, -for fome time, our 
being able to give any affiftance to our allies. 


+ am glad, my Lords, to find the noble Lord 
has now ſo good an opinion of that miniſter, 
who preſides in the councils of Fraxce. I always 
thought him a wiſe, an upright, and peaceable 


miniſter. But it 1s not many years ſince, I have 
heard a very different character given of him 
in this houſe, I have heard him, even in this 


houſe, repreſented as a cunning, dangerous and 


deſigning miniſter, and if I am not miſtaken, 
that noble Lord himſelf, then joined in that 
opinion. This, I am no way ſurprized at; for 
all miniſters are liable to have their characters, 
and their meaſures miſrepreſented : At the ſame 
time, when that miniſter was here repreſented 
as a dangerous, deſigning minifter, he was in 


France accuſed, eſpecially, by the military gen- 


tlemen, of having ſacrificed the intereſt and the 
glory of France to his own eaſe and ſecurity ; 
but, he has had the good fortune to out-live, 
as well as overcome, all the obloquies, which 
malice and envy have been able to throw upon 
his conduct. As that minifter has great wiſ- 
dom, he muſt have peaceable inclinations, both 
which became manifeſt, by his putting an end 


to the laſt war, when he ſeemed able to puſh it 


with advantage; for, we all know, that to the 
love of peace he ſacrificed, not only the affair 
which France had at firſt principally in view, 
but he likewiſe ſacrificed ſome of the views of 
each of his allies; and, if we conſider it right, 
the acquiſition he made to the French dominions 
was no very great acquiſition: He acquired on- 
ly a right to that province, which the French 


have by violence poſſeſſed for many years paſt; 


ſo that, though he has added to their rights, 
he cannot be ſaid to have added to the poſſeſ- 
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248 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1938; 
s ſions, and conſequently, not to the power, of 
«. the kingdom ef ̃ R 
< But, my Lords, I muſt obſerve that, whatever 
* ſacrifices he then made, whatever bounds he ſet 
to the ambition of France, thoſe. ſacrifices, and 
* that moderation, muſt be imputed rather to his 
* wiſdom than his love of peace. He knew the 
_ © preparations. we had made, he knew the mea- 
* $£ ſures his Majeſty was taking, for putting a ſtop 
* to the arms of France and its allies, in caſe they 
* had offered to puſh their conqueſts, farther than 
* was conſiſtent with the preſervation of the ba- 
* lance of power in Europe. He well remember- 
* ed the danger and diſtreſs that were brought 
* upon France, by the alliance which the ambi- 
* tion of Lewis XIV. had occaſioned to be form- 
ed againſt him, and therefore, by his modera- 
| © tion, he wiſely prevented its being neceſſary to 
form ſuch another alliance. This was apparent- 
ly the true cauſe of his moderation at that time; 
and this cauſe will ſubſiſt, and will produce the 
ſame effect, as long as we follow the ſame mea- 
ſures. But if we, by a reduction of our army, 
* ſhould put it out of our power to follow ſuch 
* meaſures, that very wiſdom which then prevail- 
* ed with him to uſe moderation, would, in ſuch 
* a caſe, prevail with him to lay hold of the op- 
f portunity with which our folly had furniſhed 
him, for adding to the dominions and power of 
his native country. Nay, ſuppoſe him as great 
| © a lover of peace, and as little ſwayed by ambi- 
* tion, as the noble Lord has repreſented, and ſo 
* honeſt and upright as not to take advantage of 
the moſt favourable opportunity for doing in- 
juſtice, yet if we ſhould furniſh him with ſuch 
an opportunity, it would hardly be poſſible for 
* him to withſtand the prevailing ſpirit of his 
country; and if, by the great authority he has 
* acquired, he ſhould be able to withſtand it, our 
„„ I < ſecurity 
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« ſecurity would depend entirely upon his life; 
for we cannot ſuppoſe, a new miniſter could, 
or would, withſtand it: On the contrary, he 
« would, in my opinion, moſt probably comply 
« with it, in order to eſtabliſh himſelf in power, 
by gaining popularity, and by adding to the 
« glory and dominions of his country. nn 
From hence, my Lords, I think it muſt ap- 
pear, that if the tranquillity of Europe, or the 
tranquillity of this nation, be in any ſecurity at 
preſent, that ſecurity proceeds from, and muſt” 
depend upon, our keeping up the ſame number 
of forces we have now on foot. If we do this, 
I believe we are in no danger of any preſent 
diſturbance; but if we do otherwiſe, if by a 
reduction we render ourſelves unable to aſſiſt 
our allies, according to the engagements we 
have entered into with them, it may produce 
ſuch a change in the face of affairs abroad, as 
may give us reaſon to repent heartily of what 
we have done. This would afford a juſt and a 
real cauſe of complaint. The enemies of our 
government would then have no occaſion to in- 
vent lies and calumnies for miſrepreſenting and 
defaming our adminiſtration. They might then 
juſtly accuſe them of having betrayed our allies, 
and ſacrificed our own ſecurity, by an 1l|-timed 
and imprudent piece of frugality; and I make 
no doubt, but they would make as much uſe of 
this handle as poſlible, for raiſing diſcontents in t: 
the nation, and for alienating the minds of the 1 
people from his Majeſty and his government. 
Whatever meaſures the Dutch may follow, 
or whatever opinion they may have of the ſin- 
cerity of our neighbours, can be no rule for us, 
my Lords. If we ſhould make a reduction, and 
that reduction ſhould be followed by an attack 
upon us, or ſome of our allies, it would be a 
poor excuſe for us to ſay, we truſted to the ſin- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1738. 
cerity of our neighbours, becauſe we found the 
Dutch did ſo. However, I muſt take notice, 
that the Dutch have of late made no reduction, 
and as they are more in debt in proportion than 
we are, I muſt be of opinion, that if they 
thought themfelves fo very ſecure, they would 
have made a reduction before this time. As 
for the Emperor, we cannot fay it was the con- 
ficdence he put in the pacifick diſpoſition of the 
court of France, that made him engage in the 
preſent war againſt the Turks ; for by his trea- 
ty with Muſcovy he was obliged to engage in 
that war, and that treaty was made when he 
could put no confidence in the pacifick diſpoſi- 
tian of the court of France; at leaſt if he did, 
he has fince found himſelf miſtaken; for ſince 
the making of that treaty he was attacked, and 
has been diſpoſſeſſed of ſome part of his domi- 
nions, by France and her allies. 
_ * *Tis true, my Lords, while the Emperor 
continues engaged in the preſent war againſt 
the Turks, there is no er of his attacking 
any of his neighbours on this 'fide ; but there 
is nothing like an equal ſecurity, that during 
the continuance of that war, he will not be at- 
tacked by ſome of the powers on this fide, 
eſpecially if we ſhould difable ourſelves from 
giving him any aſſiſtance. If he meets with 
good ſucceſs in his war with the Turks, it may 
excite the jealouſy of ſome of his neighbours 
on this ſide; and if he meets with bad ſucceſs, 
it may revive their hopes of being able to 
make ſome conqueſts they have long aimed 
at; ſo that in either caſe, there is, I think, a 
greater probability that he will, than that he 
will not, be attacked on this fide; and if he 
ſhould, we muſt engage in his favour, in order 
vt to preſerve ourſelves by preſerving the balance 
| 0h of power in Europe. The French have, indeed, 
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that war, and their mediation has been ac- 


cepted by the Emperor, nay, it has been ac- 
cepted even by the Muſcovites, notwithſtanding 


the animoſity which then ſeemed to ſubſiſt be- 


tween the two nations; but this mediation has 


as yet produced no effect, and when it does, it 
is then time enough to conclude from thence, 
that there is a thorough harmony ſubſiſting be- 
tween the courts af France and Vienna. | 


With reſpe& to Mufcovy, I ſhall grant, there 


is no likelihood of their attacking any of their 
neighbours in Europe, while they are engaged 


in a war with the Turks; but that war may 


ſoon come to an end, and if they end it ſuc- 
ceſsfully, it may inſpire them with thoughts of 
extending their dominions on this fide; for we 
may remember, it is not a great many years 
ſince we were obliged to ſend a fleet to protect 
Sweden againſt them, and it would be our in- 
tereſt to fend land forces as well as a fleet, ra- 
ther than to ſee that kingdom conquered by 
Muſcovy. Then, with regard to the two nor- 
thern powers, I ſhall agree with the noble Lord, 
that they ſeem more intent upon improving 
their commerce by the arts of peace, than up- 
on extending their dominions by the art of 
war; but this ſpirit may ſoon take a different 
turn; and I muſt obſerve, that not much above 
twenty years ago, we were threatned with an 
invaſion from Sweden : If the warlike and re- 
ſolute Prince who was then upon their throne, 
had landed in any part of this iſland, with a 
body of veteran troops under his command, 
tho? his attempt might not have had the ſucceſs 
he expected, yet it would have put this na- 


tion to a much greater charge than it can be 
+ put to, by keeping up an additional number of 


5 or 6000 regular forces for one year, or even 
| 8 > : < for 
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«.for twenty years. And with regard to Taly, 
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my Lords, tho* the peace of that country is 
now ſecured by the guaranty of the crown of 
France, yet that ſecurity is, I am afraid, upon 


an uncertain and precarious foundation; for if 
the preſent chief miniſter of France ſhould die 


or reſign, the new miniſtry in that kingdom 
might fall in with- the views of Spain, and in 


that caſe, I believe, that inſtead of guarantying 


the Emperor's dominions in Maly, they would 


join with Spain in endeavouring to drive him 
mtirely out of that country. 


IJ come now, my Lords, to conſider the cir- 
cumſtances of this nation, with regard to Spain 


and Portugal. As to the latter, I believe, we 


have not the leaſt occaſion to fear an attack 
from thence, or that we ſhall be drove into a 
war, for preventing any of their ambitious de- 
ſigns; but, I cannot ſay ſo much of the for- 
mer. On the contrary, I think, the peace be- 
tween them and us is, at preſent, in a tickliſh 
ſort of ſtate; and, I do not know, how ſoon 
a war may be kindled up in Europe, by their 


ambitious projects againſt Portugal or Italy. 


It is but very lately ſince we were obliged to 
ſend a ſquadron to the Tagos, for preventing 
the execution of their projects againſt Portugal; 
and if that diſpute had come to an open 
breach, *tis more than probable, we ſhould have 


been obliged to ſend land forces thither, as well 


as a fleet of men of war. Upon this laſt oc- 
caſion, tis true, our fleet put an end to their 
ambitious project; but we are far from being 
certain, that Spain will always put a ſtop to 
her deſigns againſt Portugal, upon the firſt ap- 
pearance of our fleet; for as Portugal lies open 
to them by land, they may not only attack but 
conquer that kingdom, in ſpite of all we could 
do by means of our fleet only. Therefore, if 


* * we 
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we have a mind to preſerve Portugal againſt the 
attempts of Spain, and ſurely it is our intereſt 
to do ſo, we muſt always keep ourſelves in a 
condition to ſend a body of land forces, as well 
as a ſquadron of men of war, to protect that 
kingdom, in caſe of any ſudden attack from 
Spain. | | 1 WE » 
As for the intereſts or inclinations of the 
court of Spain with regard to this nation in 
particular, I ſhall readily agree with the noble 
Lord, that it is againſt the intereſt of the Spa- 
« niſþ nation to have any miſunderſtanding with 
this; but, my Lords, from the late behaviour 
of the Spaniards towards the ſubjects of this 
nation, we muſt preſume that they are either of 
« a different _— or that they have very little 
regard to the intereſt of their native country; 
for it 1s certain, that the commanders of their 
Guarda Cofta's in the Weſt-Indies, and even 
« ſome of their governors, have done what they 
could, not only to create a miſunderſtanding, 
but to kindle up a war between the two na- 
tions; and if ſome. of our own ſubjects, who 
have made themfelves a ſort of boutefeus upon 
that occaſion, had got their aim, there would 
have been now no attempt to reduce our army; 
* for we ſhould have been at this time involved 
in a bloody war with that nation, very much to 
the diſadvantage of both, and greatly to the ſa- 
tisfaction of the enemies of both, - 
The depredations lately committed by the 
* Spaniſh Guarda Coſta s, and, I'm afraid, too 
much countenanced by ſome of their governors, 
in America, I ſhall; join with the noble Lord, 
my Lords, in calling piratical practices, becauſe 
I believe none of them were authorized, or any 
way countenanced by the court of Spain; nor 
* has that court, I believe, as yet refuſed to or- 
der ſatisfaction to be made, and the offenders 
770 A | f puniſhed, 
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fully proved to be piratical or unlawful, and 
the offenders diſcovered. But as the reſolu- 
tors of courts ate bot always governed by juſ- 
tice, prudence or reaſon, we cannot anſwer for 
what they may do. The practices of ſome of 
theſe Guarda Cota's, and perhaps of ſome of 
theſe governors, have been ſuch; that we muſt 
inſiſt upon ſatisfaction, | and if it is refuſed by 
the court of Spain, we muſt ſeek for that juſ- 
tice and reparation in a hoftile manner, which 
wie find we cannot obtain in a peaceable. Theſe 
are the true circumſtances of this nation at pre- 
< ſent with regard to Spain; and in ſuch circum- 
< ſtances, I muſt think it would be imprudent 
in us to do that which muſt neceſſarily diminiſn 
the weight of our peaceable, and at leaſt retard 
© the effect of our warlike endeavours for obtain- 


La 


; as 8 or 10,000 ſuch 
JJ n oof 

Nay, my Lords, if we ſhould agree to the 
reduction propoſed; T de not think we could 


_— 


« ſpare to ſend one reglttent, either to infeſt the 


< coaſts of Spain, or to guard our own Plantations 


in America; for however contemptible an opi- 


< nion ſome gentlemen muy expreſs of the power 
r 
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time 5 or 6000 good troops, to wk an inva- 
© fion upon us. Theſe troops may be embarked 
« ſo privately, and may fail fo ſuddenly, that 
they may land before we have heard of their 
« embarkationz and if 5 or 6000 good troops, 
« with the Pretender, or any of his chief adhe- 
rents at their head, ſhould. be ſafely landed, in 

any part of Britain or Ireland, thes would in- 
_ © yolveus in a civil war, they might even endan- 

„ger our preſent happy eſtabliſhment, unleſs we 


could, in a few days, aſſemble ſuch a body of 


regular troops, near the place of their In. a 
© as OTE: be ſufficient to attack and defeat them, 
before they could have an opportunity of being 
joined by any conſiderable number of the diſaf- 
* fected part of our own people. This, my 
Lords, is no imaginary apprehenſion: . The 
troops that were deſigned —— us from Ca- 
dix in the year 1718, would have been landed 
in this ifland, before we had heard of their em- 
© barkation, TY they had met with a fair wind, 
* inftead of meeting with that tempeſt, which 
_ © diſperſed them, and diappointed” their deſign. 
The winds and waves were then our only ſafe- 
guard ; but the winds and waves are not under 
our command; and therefore, it is a ſafeguard, 
upon which we ought never to place our only 
dependance. 
* His late Majeſty, *tis rom, my Lords, traſt- 
n for putting an end to 
the war he was en in with Spain; and, 


* therefore, he reduced is land army; but, che 


« circumſtances we are now in, are extremely. dif- 


« ferent, The French were not only our firm allies 


but our partners in that war, and invaded that 
* kingdom with an irrefiftible land army, while 
ve ſcoured their coaſts with an irrefiſtible navy. 
For this reaſon, we had then no ocraſion to 
* . 
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< ſhould now be engaged in a war with Spain, 
< can we expect ſuch a partner? Can we expect 
any ſuch aſſiſtance? I hope, France would not 
declare againſt us: I have reaſon to believe they 
< would not; but, it is to be feared, that the 
ſubjects of France would under-hand give the 
. © Spaniards all the aſſiſtance they could. This, 
< my Lords, is a material difference; and, I 
< muſt take notice, that though his late Majeſty 
© had no' occaſion to attack Spain with a land ar- 
; my, yet, the reduction he made of his land ar- 
< my, probably, gave riſe to their deſign of in- 
< vading us, and put this nation to an expence 
< much ſuperior, to what we ſaved by the re- 
oo (⸗•·ô·ůô 8G Do 
Thus, my Lords, I have endeavoured to 
< follow:the noble Lord, in his remarks upon the 
© ſeveral.countries and potentates of Europe, and, 
I I think, I have ſhewn, that whatever ſeeming 
fecurity the tranquillity of Europe may be in at 
© preſent, it depends upon a very unſettled foun- | 
dation. Nay, I think, I have ſhewed, that | 
the tranquillity and ſecurity we now enjoy, is c 
< chiefly owing to the army we have kept up, and c 
< that it-entirely depends upon our continuing to 0 
keep up the ſame army. I ſhall now beg leave C 
to make ſome remarks upon our domeſtick cir- e 
( 
— 


* cumſtances, by way of anſwer, to what the no- 

© ble: Lord has been pleaſed to ſay upon that 

| head. With regard to them, 65448 | I 

| « ſhall grant, that we cannot properly ſay, there 
< 1s any conſiderable diſaffection among our peo- : 
< ple. I believe: there are very few amongſt us, c 
< who are really enemies to the n Family : 
now upon our throne, or who have a blind, $ 
and I may add, a mad affection, for any other £ 
family; but, my Lords, there is ſuch a' ſpirit 6 
b of :dedition, ſuch a ſpirit of diſobedience to all 8 
Sovernment, lately gone forth, that, 31 
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ſuaded, if it were not for our army, we ſhould 
© have not only mobs and tumults, but inſurrec- 
< tions and rebellions in every corner of our do- 
© minions. How this ſpirit has cdme. to prevail 
« ſo:much; or ſpread ſo far, I am it a loſs to ac- 
count for. I am ſure, no man can fay, it is 
«© owing to any acts of oppreſſion or injuſtice in 
our government; and, therefore, I am apt to 
« impute it to the many defamatory libels that are 
« ſpread daily, weekly, and monthly; through 
the whole kingdom, and the. unlawful, though 
« not illegal, liberties they take with tnagiſtrates, 
< whoſe characters as well as perſons are made ſa- 
« cred, by the laws of all countries but this. 
© When ſuch a ſpirit is ſo univerſal, it is not to be 
* ſuppoſed, but that ſome ambitious, or ne- 
« ceſhtous, great and wicked men, would be 
forming plots and conſpiracies againſt the peace 
and government of their country, if their hopes 
of ſucceſs were not prevented by keeping up 
© a body of regular forces ; and therefore, though 
© there may be no plot or conſpiracy at preſent, it 
© is to be ſuppoſed there would ſoon be one, if 
© we ſhould make a reduction of our army; for, 
] muſt obſerve, upon this occaſion, that we ne- 
ver did reduce our army much lower than it is 
* at preſent, but what it occaſioned ſome plot or 
« conſpiracy againſt the government. The rebel- 
lion in 1515, was occaſioned by the ſmall num- 
© ber of regular forces we' had then on foot; the 
* deſigned invaſion from Spain in 1718, was oc- 
© cafioned by the reduction of our army; and 
the plot, uſually called the biſhop of Roc heſter's, 
in 1721, proceeded from the ſame cauſe; from 
* whence it appears, tliat the only way to preſerve 
* our preſent domeſtick tranquillity, 'is, to pre- 
* ſerve that which is the cauſe of it, I mean, the 
8 of regular forces We have now on 
foot. „ 243 C7 TOE EEE O77 , 
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The army, tis true, Sir, cannot entirely pre- 
vent mobs and riots, nor can they prevent ſome 


little miſchiefs being done, by a ſudden and un- 


look'd for tumult; but, the army will always 
be able, I hope, to prevent a mob's forming it- 
ſelf into an inſurrection; and, there would cer- 
tainly be a great many more mobs, and a great 


deal of more miſchief done by thoſe mobs, if 


it were not for our army. The mob at Edin- 


burgh would, probably, have proceeded to 
other, and more heinous outrages, if they had 


not been over-awed by a regiment's being in 


their neighbourhood ; and here in Weſtminſter, 
and in moſt other places of the kingdom, if it 


were not for our regular troops, our magiſtrates 
themſelves, perhaps ſome perſons of the firſt 


rank or quality, might be made facrifices of by 


the mob, inſtead of thoſe low. ſacrifices they 
now ſometimes, though rarely, make, of in- 


formers, and inferior executioners of juſtice. 
Even thoſe little pieces of popular juſtice, or 
rather of popular reſentment, which have been 
lately executed by the mob, are owing to the 
ſmall number of regular troops we have now 
on foot, and the great regard thoſe troops ſhew 
to the laws and conſtitution of their country ; 
for, we cannot have a body of ſuch troops in 
every place where. a,mob may happen, nor can 
thoſe troops march, or attempt to quell any 


mob that does happen, till they are regularly, 


according to the inſtructions they have from his 
Majeſty, required fo to do, by a proper civil 


magiſtrate ; ſo that ſome miſchief is generally 


done by the mob, before the troops can march 
up to them, or attempt to diſperſe them; and, 
ſometimes the march of the troops is prevented, 
which was the caſe at Edinburgh, by the igno- 
rance or nęglect of the civil magiſtrate, who 
to his aſſiſtance. 1 
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As for taxes, my Lords, I am ſure no go- 


« yernment can be ſupported without taxes of 
© ſome kind or other, and wherever there are tax- 
es or duties upon goods of any kind, there will 


be ſmuggling: That ſmuggling the govern- 
ment muſt endeavour to prevent and puniſh, 
and when the ſmugglers arm themſelves with 
military weapons againſt the civil power, a 
military force of ſome kind or other muſt be 
employed againft them. If you were not to 
* employ regular troops in ſuch caſes, you muſt 
* employ your militia; and, I think it much bet- 
ter to employ regular troops, than to expoſe 


© the lives of your gentlemen, freeholders, mer- 


* chants, or tradeſmen. The laws relating to our 
taxes are, I think, the only laws that meet with 


a a frequent oppoſition in their execution; and if 


there is any thing really oppreſſive in any of 
© theſe laws, I ſhall readily agree to amend or 
* repeal them; or if an oppreſſive uſe has been 
made of any of them, I ſhall readily join in an 
* enquiry into the abuſe, and ſhall be glad to ſee 


© the offenders meet with condign puniſhment ; 


but while theſe laws ſubſiſt, they muſt be exe- 
* cuted; and every one knows, that it often be- 
comes neceſlary to employ a military force for 
* that purpoſe. MO Es } 

* We have no taxes, my Lords, but what are 
* neceſſary for the current ſervice, and for paying 


* off the intereſt and principal due to the credi- 


* tors of the publick; therefore our taxes can 


give no diſquiet to any man, who has a regard 


for the ſafety and honour of his country. Our 


_ © debts, or a conſiderable part of them, muſt be 


- 


aid off, before we .can diminiſh our taxes. 
his will in a few years be the neceſſary effect 
of the. ſinking fund, if in the mean time the 

nation be put to no extraordinary expence; for 
if it ſhould, that fund muſt be diverted, or new 

Fn ö taxes 
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taxes laid on the ſubject. The only infallible 
method therefore, for diminiſhing our taxes, 1s 
to prevent the nation's being put to any extra- 
ordinary expence; and as invaſions, plots, and 
conſpiracies, always bring an extraordinary 
- expence upon the nation, and are, as I have 
ſhewn, generally the conſequences of making a 
reduction in our army, therefore the only infal- 
« lible; and moſt ſpeedy way for diminiſhing our 
taxes, is to make no reduction in our army, 
© unleſs we were abſolutely ſecure both againſt 
< invaſions from abroad and conſpiracies at home. 
From hence I muſt conclude, that, if we have 
© a mind to remove, as ſoon as poſſible, thoſe 
« diſcontents that may now be occaſioned by the 
number and weight of our taxes; if we have a 
mind to give a ſpeedy check to the trade of our 
* neighbours, by enabling our manufacturers and 
© tradeſmen to ſell the produce of their labour at 
a cheaper rate than uſual ; we muſt be extream- 
© ly cautious of making a reduction in our army. 
© As for the other arguments, my Lords, in 
© favour of a reduction, which the noble Lord 
< was pleaſed juſt to mention, they are all of 
them arguments againſt keeping up any num- 
© ber of regular troops; and as they have been 
all fully anſwered upon former occaſions, I ſhall 
not take up your time with repeating thoſe an- 
© ſwers: Only I muſt obſerve, that it is a great 
* miſtake to imagine, that as ſoon as a man be- 
© comes a ſoldier, he ceaſes to be a tradeſman or 
© labourer: On the contrary, there are many ſol- 
© diers who, when they are not upon duty, work 
© as hard as any tradeſman or labourer in the 
© kingdom; and, I believe, no officer will refuſe 
to give a ſoldier leave to be abſent, when his 
© duty does not neceſſarily require his preſence; 
© nay, they are often allowed to be abfent from 
duty, if they can procure one of their compa 
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A. 1738. DEBATES. 261 
© nions, not then upon duty, to do their duty for 
5 them; therefore we muſt not conclude, that 
the yearly profits, or revenue of the nation in 
general, ſuffers any great diminution by the 
number of regular troops now kept in pay. 

$ I ſhall agree with the noble Lord, that when 

any affair of an extraordinary nature is to be 
laid before Parliament, it is uſual for the King 
* to take ſome notice of it in his ſpeech from the 
« throne, at the beginning of the ſeſſion; but 
* ſurely, my Lords, the keeping up of the ſame 
number of regular troops we had laſt year, the 
* ſame we have kept up for ſeveral years, the 
* leaſt number, I believe, we have kept up ever 
ſince his Majeſty's acceſſion, cannot be called 
© an affair of an extraordinary nature. There 
vas, therefore, no occaſion for his Majeſty to 
take notice of it, in his ſpeech from the throne; 
or to mention any thing about the army, unleſs 
he had then thought that there would be a ne- 
+ ceſlity for increaſing it. If there had been any 
* ſuch deſign, his Majeſty would certainly have 
mentioned it, and would have told us ſome of 
his reaſons for thinking, that an augmentation 
* would be neceſſary; and from a parity of reaſon, 
* when any member thinks a reduction ought to 
* be made, it is incumbent upon him to ſhew 

_ * ſome late alteration in the circumſtances of the 
nation, for inducing us to believe that ſuch a 

reduction may with ſafety be made. This, as 
I took notice at the beginning, the noble Lord 
has neglected to do, and this to me is of itſelf 
* a convincing proof, that no reduction ought to 
be made; becauſe, as he never miſſes any good 
5 argument that can be made uſe of in favour of 
* what he propoſes, if there had been any altera- 
tion, I am ſure he would not have miſſed ſet- 
| ting it in the moſt clear and conſpicuous light. 


. _— 
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as follows, viz. , _ 


Phe Ear," Although I expected that there would this 
* day be ſome debate upon the affair now before 
you, yet I came hither without the leaſt deſign 

of giving you any trouble upon this occaſion; 
for the queſtion now before you has been ſo of- 


A 


made uſe of in its favour, ſo clearly and diſ- 
tinctly put, upon former occaſions, that it is 
difficult to ſay any thing new upon the ſubject: 
But the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, took occa- 
ſion from what happened laſt year, to make uſe 
of an argument, which, I think, lays an obli- 
gation upon me to declare my approbation of 
what is now propoſed to you, in the moſt pub- 
lick manner. The noble Lord took notice, that 
the number of forces propoſed. to be kept up 
for the enſuing year, was agreed to laſt ſeſſion 
of Parliament without any oppoſition or debate, 
and therefore his Lordſhip concluded, that the 
fame number ought likewiſe now to be agreed 
to without oppoſition, unleſs we could ſhew, 
that ſome material alterations have happen'd in 
the affairs of the nation ſince laſt yea. 
* My Lords, ſuppoſe I am indolent and neg- 
* left to oppoſe, or ſpeak againſt what I diſap- 
prove of in one ſeſſion, is that a reaſon why I 
© thould not oppoſe it, or ſpeak againſt it, when 
it comes before the houſe in a new ſeſſion? My 
* ſilence laſt year did not proceed from my ap- 
* proving of what. was then done, but from a 
- 


* preſumption, which I had formed from repeat- 
ed experience, that nothing I could ſay upon 
that ſubject, would have any weight with the 
majority of this houſe; and this, I'm _ 
| „J ²³˙· as. nas NOMTY * 


The Earl of Cheſterfield ſpoke next in ſubſtance 


ten debated, and all the arguments that can be 
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will be the fate of what I am now to ſay. 
However, in order to prevent the ſame argy- 
ment's being made uſe of next ſeſſion, I am re- 
ſolved to ſay ſomething ; and to ſatisfy that no- 
ble Lord in what he ſeems ſo ſollicitous about, 
I muſt acquaint him, that I think our preſent 
circumſtances very different from what they 
were laſt ſeſſion. The peace between the Em- 
peror and France was then but lately concluded; 
and as the affairs of Europe had, by means of 
that peace, taken a very new, and a very extra- 
ordinary turn, it might laſt ſeſſion have been 
alledged, that we ought to continue our army, 
till we ſhould ſee what changes that turn might 
produce. Though I do not think this would 
have been a good argument; yet, even this ar- 
gument is now removed; becauſe that turn is 
not, we find, like to produce any changes to 
our diſadvantage, at leaſt none we can prevent 
by keeping up our army, whatever might be 
done by diſbanding a part of it. Laſt ſeſſion, 
the war between the Emperor and Turks was 
juſt upon the point of breaking out; and we 
did not then know, but that France or Spain 
would take advantage of that war, to attack 
the Emperor. This too, I think, would have 
been no good argument; but this likewiſe is 
now removed; for we find France is fo far from 
attacking the Emperor, that ſhe 1s labouring to 
bring about a peace between him and the Turks, 
and to accommodate all differences between 
him and the court of Spain. Therefore, even 
thoſe who voted for the number of forces laſt 


year, may with good reaſon oppoſe keeping up 
the ſame number for the enſuing. © | 
Another argument, my Lords, which the 


noble Lord made uſe of, may ſhew us how 
cautious we ought to be of agreeing to any en- 


croachment upon, or alteration in, our conſtitu- 
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2604 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
tion. He told us, that the keeping up of a 
mercenary, ſtanding army. of 18,000 men, was 
an affair of no extraordinary nature : For why ? 
Becauſe the ſame number was kept up laſt year, 
and has been kept up for ſeveral years. My 
Lords, the keeping up of any ſuch army in 
time of peace, 1s an encroachment, and but a 
late encroachment, upon our conſtitution there- 
fore, the keeping up of any number of regular 
troops, is an affair of an extraordinary nature; 
but, the keeping up of ſuch a numerous army, 
is an affair of a moſt extraordinary nature, ſo 
extraordinary, that it ought never'to be agreed 
to but in times of the moſt apparent, and moſt 
imminent danger; and, the reaſons for appre- 
hending that danger, ought always to be com- 
municated to Parliament by his Majeſty, either 
in his ſpeech from the throne, or by a ſpecial 
meſſage: If we do not lay this down as an in- 
violable maxim, the keeping up of ſuch a nu- 
merous, perhaps a more numerous army, will 
become an affair of courſe; and, if it ſhould 
become fo, I can ſee no reaſon for not eſtabliſh- 
* ing it by a perpetual law. I wiſh the bill now 
© before us had been a bill of fuch a nature. 
Such a bill would-haye made people ſenſible of 
* their danger; whereas, by the method we are 
in, we are like to have a perpetual army palm- 
ed upon us, under colour ef. an annual bill. 
* An army kept up by a perpetual law, would 
be as much an army kept up by conſent of Par- 
+ hament, as an army perpetually kept up by an 
annual bill. I can fee no difference between 
the one and the other: They are both danger- 
* ous, and equally dangerous to our conſtitution; 
and were thought ſo by the whole nation, 
except a few courtiers, in the reign of King 
* Charles II. when the cuſtom of keeping up of a 
few regular troops, under the denomination” of 
; | 3 5 . guards, 
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guards, was firſt introduced. I do not know 
how the words, unleſs with conſent. of Parlia- 
« ment, crept into the claim of right; for, from 


the journals of Parliament it appears, the houſe 


6 

of Commons in King Charles IId's time, were 
of opinion, that the keeping up a ſtanding ar- 
my in time of peace, was inconſiſtent with our 
conſtitution, whether that army was kept up 
* with or without the conſent of Parliament: In 
their reſolutions, ' there is no ſuch exception; 
6 
o 
g 
7 
» 


and, if the keeping up a ſtanding army in time 
of peace be wrong, as it muſt be, if it be in- 
conſiſtent with our conſtitution, I am ſure the 
ſanction of Parliament, whether by an annual or 
perpetual law, cannot make it right. | 
I need not, I believe, my Lords, trace the 
noble Lord in his tfavels over Europe, in order 
to extenuate the dangers he has endeavoured 
to pick up, for ſhewing the neceſſity we are un- 
der at preſent, for keeping up ſuch a nume- 
rous army. I think, all the dangers he has 
mentioned, either abroad or at home, depend 
upon may-be's, which muſt always ſubſiſt. A 


K KK KA a a KA A „ 


tious views, — a prince's ſucceſs may raiſe the 
jealouſy of others, —-his misfortunes may re- 


« invade: us, 'tho* we have not, at preſent, the 
* leaſt item of it. Spain may refuſe to do us 
« juſtice, or may be aſſiſted by the French, tho 
Ve have yet no reaſon to expect either the one 
* or the other, a plot for an inſurrection may 
be forming, tho we have not, at preſent, the 
leaſt intimation of any ſuch thing, no, not 
even from common reports or ſurmuſes :—— 
* And all 'theſe may-be's or poſſibilities, will be- 
come probabilities, or certainties, if we ſhould 
reduce our army. 


miniſter may die,. a prince may have ambi- 


vive their hopes, there may be a deſign to 
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Are theſe arguments, my Lords, that can con- 


merous ſtanding army in time of peace? If they 
are, they muſt always be ſo. Can there ever 
be a miniſter who can 4 ſuppoſed to be immor- 
tal? If there could, the preſent miniſter in 
France has as good a title, and deſerves as 
much to be immortal, as any miniſter ever did; 
but, luckily for us, he is. not ſo; for, he has 
done this nation more harm by his peaceable 
meaſures, than he could ever have done by any 
warlike and ambitious projects. Can, there ever 
be a time, when it can ſuppoſed, that no 
Prince or ſtate in Europe bas any ambitious 
views? If there could, it would be the pre- 
ſent; for, no Prince in Europe ſeems, at pre- 
ſent, to have an ambitious. view, at leaſt againſt 
any of his Chriſtian neighbours : A certain 
Queen, indeed, may be ſuppoſed to have ſome 
ambitious views in . favour. of ſome. of her 
children; but, her ambition is now reſtrained, 


by the guaranty of France; and that, I believe, 


will be ſufficient without our aſſiſtance. Can 


there ever be a time, when it can be ſuppoſed 


impoſſible for any Prince in Europe to be medi- 


tating an invaſion. upon us? If there could, 


the preſent would be that time; for, there is 
now no Prince in Europe that either has, or is 


Preparing a fleet that can give. us the leaſt um- 
Can there ever be a time, when it can 


os aid, that no man is mad enough to be con- 
ſpiring againſt the government, or contriving 
ome ſuch plot as that which was lately exe- 
cuted in Welminſer-Hall ? If there could, 1 
am ſure we might ſay ſo at preſent ; for, how- 


© ever much diſſatisfied the people may be with 


G perſons concerned in the adminiſtration, 
none 


kingdom, of our being 
under a preſent neceſſity, for keeping up a nu- 
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none of the mobs or tumults that have lately 
7 happened) have expreſſed the leaſt reſentment 


6 againſt his Majeſt „or any of the royal Family, 


nor the leaſt diſſike to our preſent happy eſta- 
353ͤö;r EA * 
It is not poſſibilities, my Lords, it is not 
« probabilities, nothing but certain immediate dan- 
ger, ought to induce us to agree to the keeping 
+ up of ſuch a numerous army as we have at 
_ © preſent. A foreign power preparing to diſturb 
« the tranquillity of Europe, or to invade this na- 
tion; a pot or conſpiracy actually formed, and 
in part diſcovered, would be a good reaſon for 
our continuing the ſame number of forces in 
« pay for one year longer; and, if his Majeſty 
had, either by his ſpeech, or by a ſpecial meſ- 
* ſage, told us, that he had reaſon to appre- 
hend ſuch a thing, I am convinced no ſuch 
« queſtion as the preſent would, this day, have 
© been ſtarted; I am ſure, I ſhould not have 
agreed to it. But, I have no ſuch veneration 
for laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, or for any former 
« ſeſhon of Parliament, as to agree to the keep- 
ing up a ſtanding army of 18,000 men, only 
< becauſe they thought fit to agree to the keeping 
up of that number. N 
In talking of providing againſt what may 
happen, we ſeem, my Lords, to forget the 
dictatorial power, by our conſtitution always 
* lodged in the crown, which enables his Ma- 
« jeſty to take care, during the receſs of Parlia- 
ment, ne quid reſpublica detrimenti capiat. We 
ſeem to forget, that as long as we have money 
* to pay for them, we may, upon any emergency, 
have what troops we pleaſe from Germany, and 
* have ſhips always ready at command to ſend 
for them, We ſeem to think there are no men 
in the kingdom able to bear arms, but ſuch as 
+ a liſted in the army. Vie ſeem to think, that 
| | a 8 N 6 | 
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if any regiments were diſbanded, both officers 
and boldiers would all run immediately out of 
the kingdom. Do not we know, that the offi- 
cers would all be kept upon half pay, and the 
ſoldiers would betake themſelves to their former 
employments, or would become labourers in the 
country, where ſuch ſervants are much wanted ? 
Suppoſe the army ſhould be reduced much 
lower than is now propoſed, and ſuppoſe, after 
that reduction, and during the receſs of Parlia- 
ment, a rebellion ſhould. break out, or an in- 
vaſion ſhould be threatened, could not his Ma- 
jeſty, by virtue of that prerogative, which J 
have called the dictatorial power, ſend for re- 
gular troops from Holland, Germany, or Den- 
mark ? Could not he immediately iſſue orders 
for raiſing new regiments ? The officers would 
be all ready at his call, and the old ſoldiers, if 
they refuſed to liſt, might be forced into the 
ſervice. I ſhould be glad to know, why a ſol- 
dier may not be preſſed, as well as a failor? 
I ſhould be glad to know, why we ſhould keep 
our ſoldiers in continnal pay, and diſmiſs our 
ſailors as ſoon as the danger is over. Our poli- 
ticks in this are, I think, a little pre poſterous, 
as well as in ſeveral other caſes, Teduid men- 
tion. In my opinion, We have more reaſon to 
keep our failors in continual pay, than our ſol- 
diers. The latter cannot well leave us, the 
former may eaſily leave us; and, by the treat- 
ment they meet with at home, are often forced 
into foreign ſervice. To which let me add, 
that a plowman or a tradeſman may much 
ſooner learn to be a ſoldier, than he can learn ta, 
be a failor. | 

_ © Theſe enn my was FEM that, 
if the noble Lord's may-be's ſhould become 
© ſhall-be's, a reduction of our army could be 
* po great * to * nor could it much 
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enhance any danger we can be under from inva- 
« fions or inſurrections; but, with reſpect to the 
« dangers that may enſue from a reduction, or 
from the keeping up, of our army, I find, 
< ſome Lords are apt to judge after a very odd 
manner. When we talk of a reduction, and 
the dangers that may from thence enſue, they 
look upon poſſibilities as probabilities, and upon 
« probabilities as certainties ; whereas, when we 

talk of keeping up a numerous army in time of 
peace, and the dangers that may from thence 
© enſue, their method of judging is directly re- 
© verſed : Certainties are with them then nothing 
but probabilities, probabilities nothing but poſſi- 
© bilities, and poſſible events they take to be ſuch 
© as cannot poſſibly happen. This has been the 

way that courtiers have judged, ever ſince we 
« firſt began to keep up any thing like regular 
© troops; and, they ſeem ſtill to continue to 
judge in the ſame way, though experience has 
ſhewn, that they ought to judge quite other- 
« wile. . 
Neceſſity, my Lords, was pleaded for our 
« firſt ſtanding army, and that neceſſity was to 
* laſt but for a year, that army was to be kept up 
but till next ſeflion of Parliament. The friends 
of liberty and our conſtitution then propheſied, 

* that the neceflity then pretended would laſt for 

© ever, and that a ſtanding army, if once intro- 

* duced, would become perpetual, which the 

courtiers pretended to think impoſſible. Expe- 

© rience has fince ſhewed us the certainty of what 

* the courtiers then pretended to think impoſſible. 

A body of guards were the firſt regular troops 

© kept up by authority of Parliament: The 

friends of liberty look d upon theſe guards as 

* the ſeeds. of a ſtanding army, and propheſied, 

© that, like all pernicious weeds, they would in- 

< creaſe vaſtly, that they would increaſe ſo ry Lo 
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© choak our conſtitution. The firſt part of this 
prophecy has been fulfilled, God grant the other 
may not. A courtier would then have ſaid, it 
was impoſſible, that a body of guards, not ex- 
ceeding 800 men, ſhould increaſe to an army of 
18,000; yet, we ſee it has come to paſs; and, 
© upon every occaſion, the word neceſſity was 
© urged for increaſing, as it was at firſt urged for 
« eſtabliſhing, this body of regular troops. A 
few more troops were always ſaid to be neceſſa- 
ry, a few more could ſubject us to no danger; 
« ſo that, by a few more, and a few more, we at 
© laſt arrived at the number we have now on foot. 


This, my Lords, is a moſt dangerous doctrine; 


© an army is like a medicine, which ought” never 
© to be taken, but in a dangerous diſtemper, and 
then it may be a good remedy, if taken to 
< a proper quantity; but, by adding a drop 


© more, and a drop more, you may make it a 


« poiſon ; and, an able phyſician only can deter- 
© mine, where the remedy 'ends, and where the 


© poiſon begins. A quack, through ignorance, 


© or for ſome little ſelfiſh end, often poiſons his 
8 PRIDE by giving too large a doſe, or ruins his 
« health, by giving him the medicine when he is 
in no danger. Like him, if you keep up a nu- 
* merous army, when there is no danger, you'll 
deſtroy the health of your conſtitution ; if you 
keep up a greater number than is proper, you'll 
s poiſon it. on 1 

© To keep up a numerous army, my Lords, 
for the fake of guarding againſt dangers that 
can only be ſaid to be poſſible, is to expoſe our- 
© ſelves to thoſe dangers that are probable, for 
© the fake of avoiding thoſe that are only poſli- 
ble; which no man can ſay is prudent, Nay, 
I may go farther, I may fay, that the keeping 
up of a numerous army in time of peace, is no 
proper ſafeguard againſt thoſe 2 


2 it 
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it is kept up to prevent, and expoſes us to dan- 
gers that are certain. Slavery and arbitrary 
« power are the certain conſequences of keeping 
« up a ſtanding army, if it be kept up for any 
number of years. It is the machine by which 
« the chains of ſlavery are riveted upon a free 
people, and wants only a ſkilful and proper 
hand to ſet it a going. This it will certainly 
« at laſt, and perhaps ſoon, meet with, if you 
« do not break it to pieces, before the artiſt takes 
hold of it. It is the only machine by which 
« the chains of ſlavery can be riveted upon us : 
« They may be Ot UN vs by another, by 
corruption, which, like the dark and dirty chan- 
nel through which it runs, may hiddenly and 
« imperceptibly forge our chains; but by cor- 
« ruption they can be forged only: It is by a nu- 
* merous ftanding army that they muſt be ri- 
« veted. Without ſuch an army, we ſhould 
© break them aſunder as ſoon as we perceived 
them, and ſhould chop off the polluted hands 
© of thoſe that had prepared them. 
It is no argument, my Lords, to ſay, we 


have kept up an army for a great many years 


« without being ſenſible of any danger. The 
young, fiery courſer is never brought at once to 
«© ſubmit to the curb, and patiently to receive the 
rider upon his back. If you put the bit into 
his mouth without any previous preparation, or 
: 5 a weak and unſkilful rider upon his back, 
© he will probably break the neck of his rider; 
but by degrees you may make him tamely 
* ſubmit to both. A free people muſt be treated 
in the ſame manner: By d they muſt be 
* accuſtomed to be governed by an army, by de- 
* grees that army muſt be made ſtrong enough 
© to hold them in ſubjection. If you er at 
once attempt to govern your people by a mi- 
* litary power, and before they are a little 8 
Fo 3 N * Pa 
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< pared for the yoke; if you ſnould mount your 
army upon them, before it has gathered ſtrength 

to keep its ſeat in the ſaddle, your people would 
probably break the necks of thoſe that attempt- 
© ed to ride them. But we have already for 

many years been accuſtoming our people to be 
governed by an army, under pretence: of making 

. * uſe of that army only to aſſiſt the civil power; 

and by degrees we have been for ſeveral years 
« increaſing the number, and. conſequently the 
«* ſtrength, of our army. At the acceſſion of his 
late Majeſty our army was but 6000. It ſoon 
mounted up to double that number; and under 
various pretences it has been increaſing. ever 
« fince. | But within theſe few years, three regi- 
ments, which make near 2000 men, were add- 
< ed to it, under pretenee of ſtrengthening our 
gariſons at Gibralter and Portmabon; and this 
< laſt year, a new regiment of 600 men has been 
added to it, under pretence of ſecuring our co- 
© lony of Georgia. I find no fault, my Lords, 
with ſecuring our valuable poſſeſſion of Gib 
ralter and Porimahon, or with ſecuring any of 
< our Plantations in America; but, I think, it was 
© needleſs to increaſe our expence, and our dan- 
< ger, by raiſing new regiments for that purpoſe, 
when we had ſo many uſeleſs regiments at 
© home, ſome of which gs have been ſent 
upon that ſervice. I ſay uſeleſs ; for with re- 

_ © ſped to any good uſe that can be made of them, 

I think them not only uſeleſs but dangerous: 
© Whereas, if they had been ſent e they 
< would have been uſeful, and would have been 
much leſs dangerous: To which I muſt-likewiſe 
add, that they would have been leſs expenſive ; 
for I muſt obſerve, that the regiments we ſend 
abroad coſt the nation lefs money, in propor- 

tion to the number of men, than | thoſe we 
© keep at home; becauſe, in the latter, there are 
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always more officers in N than in the 
former; which ſhews, though I ſhall not pre- 


tend to give the reaſon, that abroad, the ſoldi- 
ers of our army are thought the moſt uſeful, but 
at home, the officers _ . 
From hence we may ſee, my Lords, that 
our army is almoſt every year increaſing; and 
from hence I muſt conclude, that ſla very, un- 
der the diſguiſe of an army for ge our 
liberties, is creeping in upon us by degrees; 
for if no reduction — 7 this year, f hall 
expect, in a few years, to hear ſome miniſter, 
or favourite of a miniſter, terrifying us with 
imaginary plots and invaſions, and making the 
tour of Europe in ſearch of poſſible dangers, in 
order to ſhew us the neceſſity of keeping up a 
mercenary ſtanding army, of treble the num- 
ber pñf ; ]ĩĩ«7tkf 88 
Attempts to overturn the balance of power 
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in Europe, deſigns to invade theſe kingdoms, 
« and plots or conſpiracies againſt our govern- f 
ment, I ſhall grant, are dangerous things; but 
now, my Lords, let me examine, if the keep- 
ing up of a ſtanding army in this iſland in time 
of peace, be a proper method for guarding a- | 
* gainſt any of thoſe dangers. If we have a 
mind to 2 invaſions, or to preſerve the 7 
peace, or balance of power in Europe, and for 
that purpoſe, to preſerve an influence upon the | 
* councils of foreign princes; the increaſing or 
keeping up a numerous ſtanding army is, in my 1 
* opinioa, the worſt method we can take. Did iy, 
| * the. increafing of our army in the year 1725, | 
do us any ſervice? Did it add to the weight of 4 
| * our influence upon the councils of any poten- "i 
tate in Europe? Every one knows it did: not. \ 
Again, upon the breaking out of the laſt war, . 
* we increaſed our army. Did that preſerve or 0 
* reſtore the peace of Europe ? Tis true, there | i 
VLAN FFI „ 1 


274 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
© was a plan of peace concerted by. fome powers 
6-1 SA hah But did either of the dan en- 
© paged in war, ſhew the leaſt regard to that 
© plan? Did they not privately, and between 
* themſelves, conclude a peace upon a very dif- 
« ferent plan? A plan which we would never 
© have propoſed, a plan which the Emperor would 
never have agreed to, if we had at that time 
© had the leaft influence upon his councils ; and 
© therefore, I may fay, a plan which was con- 
© certed and agreed to without our knowledge or 
participation. The cauſe of our having lately 
< had ſo little influence upon foreign councils is 
plain; for as we have no frontier to defend, 
© nor any fortified towns to gariſon, while we 
© keep up a numerous ſtanding army, all the 
powers of Enrope will conclude, that our peo- 
ple are generally diſaffected, and that our go- 
vernment is obliged to keep up a numerous 
ſtanding army, in order to extort from the people, 
by force and fear, that obedience, which it can- 
not expect from their affection or eſteem. This 
< will not only prevent our having any influence | 
upon foreign councils; but it will make our 

_ ©. neighbours- deſpiſe, inſult, and mcroach upon 
© us; and it will encourage them to form deſigns 
for invading us, if we ſhould at any time dare 
© to vindicate bur rights, or revenge the inſults 
© that have been put upon us. 

This, I'm afraid, my Lords, is the caſe at 

< preſent with regard to Spain. I believe that na- 
< tion would not have dared to have treated us in 
© the manner they have done, if they had not 
© judged, from our keeping up a numerous army, 
that there is a. formidable diſaffected party a- 
mongſt us; and if they ſhould flatly refuſe to 
give us ſatisfaction, I believe it will proceed 
from the ſame cauſe. But I do not believe they 

will flatly refuſe. If a rogue were in A 
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- © of my eftate, I ſhould think him a fool as well 
as 'a rogue, if he flatly denied reſtitution, as 
„long as he could by fair promiſes prevent my 
going to law; or if he flatly denied to make 
© any feſtitution, when he found that I would be 
« ſatisfied with a reſtitution of one moiety. Spain 
© will, I believe, do as they have done, they will 
give us fair promiſes, or they may perhaps of- 
© fer a partial reparation ; but we can expect no 
© full and effectual ſatisfaction or fecurity, as long 
as they think we are afraid of our own people; 
© therefore the only way to obtain either, is to 
© ſhew them, by. a N of our army, that 
_ © we are neither afraid of our own people, nor of 
any invaſion they can attempt. Fg 
In the laſt war we made upon Spain; I do 
© not mean the laſt they made upon us; for in 
* the years 1725 and 6, they made war upon us, 
though we made none upon them, being then, 
© it feetns, in a chriftian-like diſpoſition, which, 
© | believe, has encouraged them to make a fort 
of war upon us ever ſince: But I mean, my 
Lords, in the war which happened between the 
© twb nations in the year 1718, it was not the 
* ſmallneſs of our army that made them attempt 
© to mvade' us, but the powerful aſſiſtance they 
expected, from the party which had but juſt be- 
fore, without hopes of any foreign aſſiſtance, 
* dared to take arms againſt the government. 
Nor was it the regent of France that compelled 
the Spaniards to make peace with us; for 
though he invaded them with an army, yet 
« they knew they had a great party of friends in 
: * France, and that the regent would have run the 
p risk of being turned out of the regency, if he 
had attempted to do any great prejudice to 
g their King, who, by his birth, had a better 
right to the regency of France, than the then 
* regent had. But after their fleet was deſtroyed 
. T2 * by 
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© by the ſquadron we ſent to the Mediterranean, 
and the invaſion they intended againſt us, diſ- 
© appointed, they ſaw they could do us no preju- 
dice, and that we might ruin them, by cutting 
off their correſpondence with their dominions 
in America, or by ſending a fleet with a few 
troops to ravage thoſe dominions. The caſe is 
now the ſame, they will not ſo much as attempt 
to invade us, unleſs they expect a powerful 
* aſſiſtance from our own people; and they can 
no other way do us any conſiderable damage: 
< 'Whereas we may ruin them, without employ- 
ing above 5 or 6000 land forces in any expedi- 
tion we undertake againſt them; and if 5 or 
© 6000 be ſufficient for that purpoſe, it would be 
* madneſs. in us to put ourſelves to the expence 
of ſending 8 or 10,000 upon any ſuch expedi- 


* tion. ny 
But we are likewiſe, it ſeems, my Lords, in 
danger of plots and conſpiracies at home, and 
a numerous ſtanding army is the only method 
© for preventing them. My Lords, I neither 
: weſt 2 we are in danger of plots.or conſpiracies, 
© nor do I think a numerous ſtanding army the 
proper method to prevent them. In former 
times, when there was a powerful party in the 
kingdom that was really diſaffected, a ſtanding 
army might be neceſſary for preventing their 
attempts; though even then, it was not neceſſa- 
ry for preventing their ſucceſs; but now, what- 
ever diſſatisfaction there may be among the 
< people, there. is no diſaffection. There may, 
indeed, be ſtill ſome old men amongſt us, who, 
through pride and obſtinacy, adhere to the ex- 
« ploded principles of paſſive obedience and non- 
reſiſtance; but all the reſt of our fellow ſubjects 
are convinced of the monſtrous abſurdity of 
© ſuch doctrines. They all ſee the beauty of Re- 
evolution principles: They know that ſuch 85 | 
74 | * C1pIesS 
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« ciples only can preſerve our liberties, and ren- 
der us a glorious people. This is now ſo well 
and fo univerſally underſtood, that I do not 
believe there are three young Jacobites i in the 
kingdom; and the few old who are ſtill alive, 
have by experience been made ſo cautious, that 
there is no danger of their engaging in any de- 
« ſperate attempt. 

From hence, my Lords, it muſt appear, we 
can be in no danger from diſaffection; but upon 
the preſent queſtion, which has ſo often been 
a a queſtion in this houſe, I find diſaffection and 
diſſatisfaction are uſually confounded, though 
they are in themſelves very different, and pro- 
* ceed from different cauſes. Diſaffection pro- 
ceeds from principles that are inconſiſtent with 
our conſtitution, and can ſeldom be cured but 
by the death of thoſe that are tainted with ſuch 
principles. Diſſatisfaction proceeds from our 
« government's purſuing wrong meaſures, and 
© may, nay muſt be cured by a change of mea- 
« ſures. I ſhall grant there is at preſent a moſt 
* univerſal diſſatisfaction among the people; and 
* that diſſatisfaction, I am convinced, proceeds 
* chiefly from our having ſo long kept up ſuch a 
* numerous army. All thoſe who are of Revolu- 
tion principles, muſt be diſſatisfied with a mea- 
* ſure, which is ſo directly contrary to the princi- 
* ples they profeſs; for it is ridiculous to preach 
* up the doctrine of reſiſtance, and at the ſame 
time provide the government with ſuch an ar- 
* my as will be able to prevent or defeat any re- 
* ſiſtance the people can make. Reduce your ar- 
my therefore, and thoſe who are now diſſatisfi- 
ed will become your moſt affectionate and moſt 
faithful friends. But what will be the conſe- 

* quence of a contrary meaſure ? If you admit 
that the diſcontent or diſſatisfaction of the peo- 
6 * ple makes 1 it „ to keep up a numerous 

F 3 « ſanding 
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reduction, and the ſpeech his 
on that occaſion, he certainly gained the hearts 
of his people, and thereby added more to the 
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< ſtanding army, that army, as it is the effect, ſo 


it will be the cauſe of diſſatisfaction, and will 
be every year begetting i its own neceſſity. The 


longer you keep it up, the more you muſt in- 


creaſe it; and the more you increaſe it, the 
more you will increaſe the diſſatisfaction of the 
people; ſo that by endeavouring to prevent 
danger, you will bring it upon you; by endea- 


0 vouring to add to your ſtrength, you will in- 


creaſe your weakneſs. 


The moſt proper method therefore, for pre- 
venting danger from the diſſatisfaction of the 


people, is to begin to diminiſh your army. Eet 


us in this, my Lords, follow the example of his 
late Majeſty, who, in the year 1718, made a 


great reduction of his army, notwithſtanding 


the war he was then engaged in with Spain, 
notwithſtanding the many friends the Pretender 
had then in the kingdom, many more than he 
can be ſuppoſed to have at . By that 


jeſty made up- 


ſtrength of his government, and ſecurity of his 


crown, thas if he had added 10,000 men to his 
army. 


A numerous ſtanding army may, tis true, 


my Lords, prevent plots and conſpiracies among 


a diſpirited, a diſarmed and daſtardly people; 
but, does that prevent plots and conſpiracies a- 
mong thoſe of the army? No, my Lords: In 


all countries, where ſuch armies have been long 


kept up, we find plots and conſpiracies againſt 

the government more frequent and fatal, than 
in countries which have no ſtanding armies. 
The plot called the Biſhop of Rocheſter's, was 
ſo far from being ee 6 upon the ſmallneſs 
of our army, that thoſe conſpirators, if they 
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DE BAT ES. 
army for the execution af their deſign. It was 


by means of the friends they imagined the 
could make among the common ſoldiers, that 


they were to ſeize upon the Tower of London, 


and to overturn our government, as it were, in 
an inſtant. Their plor, * tis true, did not meet 


with any ſucceſs; and *tis no wonder, conſider- 


ing the low and improper tools that were con- 
cerned; but, I may now propheſy, that, if we 
keep up, for many years longer, ſuch a nume- 
rous army as we have at preſent, ſome ſuch 
plot will at laſt come to be executed; for, if 
the guards only here about London ſhould mu- 
tiny, at a time, when the people are generally 


diſſatisfied with the government, they might, 


perhaps, bring about as quick, and as thorough 
a revolution in this kingdom, as ever was 
brought about in 7. urkey, by the Janizaries at 
Conſtantinople. 

* I think, I have now ſhewn, my Lords, that 
we are at preſent in no real danger of havin 
the preſent tranquillity in Europe diſturbed, or 
of having our own tranquillity diſturbed either 
by invaſions or inſurrections; I think, I have 
ſhewn, that the keeping up of a numerous ſtand- 
ing army, is the moſt improper method we can 
take, for preventing or guarding againſt any of 
thoſe dangers; and, I hope, I have ſhewn, that 
the keeping up of ſuch an army, will always 


be of dangerous conſequence to our liberties 


and conſtitution. To pretend, that our liberties 
can be in ne danger from our army, becauſe it 
is commanded by gentlemen of the beſt families 
and fortunes in the kingdom, is an argument 
I am ſurprized ever to hear made uſe of; for, 
our liberties ought to depend upon our conſti- 
tution, and not upon the honour of the gentle- 
men of our army. I can, *tis true, depend up- 
on n the honour of thoſe who are, at preſent, the 
a - « officers 


— = _ —̃ — 4 = — — „„ 
a, Bows F * — OE: N l —— — — — — , — = — 9 — — — 
r — eo —— —— 2 = 2 aft ou 


$9 lads n 
= = 1 —— —— —uv—¾ 
* 


5 = — 
— 


— 
— 


— ——ů— — 
— * ad 


2 ” 
— Bonn nm rn ti mn nt ny et 
rr 


— — — - SO ow = —— — — —— — 7 . » - — po 2 
GREET TE, 5 © - 
- . —— yo ti nets —ů — — - — Coe hn — 2 — — — 2 e — AW 
— 0K — — — — or —— — - 
” 


FCC 
— r — 


officers of our army; but, my dependence is 
not founded upon their being gentlemen of fa- 
mily or fortune : It is founded upon their per- 
ſonal characters only. I have the honour to be 
£ acquainted with many of the chief officers of 
< our army: I know their honour, and the regard 
© they have for the liberties of their country; 
and, upon that knowledge I can depend. If I 
© were not acquainted with them, I ſhould have 
but little regard to their being gentlemen of 
© family or fortune; for, in all countries where 
arbitrary power has been eſtabliſhed, many gen- 
< tlemen F the beſt families and fortunes, have, 
< through fear or ambition, become the tools of 
© miniſters, and have aſſiſted or ſuffered them to 
« ſacrifice the liberties of their country. 

For this reaſon, my Lords, I can depend on- 
© ly upon the perſonal characters of officers; and, 
even this would be but a precarious dependence, 
< if I did not likewiſe depend upon his preſent 
s Majeſty's wiſdom and goodneſs; for, as all the 
£ gentlemen of honour in the army, may, at the 
£ pleaſure of the crown, be diſmiſſed, and proper 
© tools put in their room, the perſonal characters 
< of thoſe who are the officers of our army, can 
£ furniſh no man with any certain ſecurity or de- 
< pendence. But, I am fully convinced, no ſuch 
s thing will, or can be done, during his preſent 
< Majeſty's reign : While theſe kingdoms are 
+ bleſſed with a continuance of his reign, I am 
£ ſure, he will neither attempt, nor allow any of 
7 his miniſters to attempt, to make a bad uſe of 
our army, were it much more numerous than it 
_ © is and yet, my Lords, I muſt bemoan, becauſe 
I cannot account for, ſome things that have 
< lately happened: Some gentlemen have been 
< lately turned out of the army, without having 
* had any crime ſo much as alledged againſt 
them; gentlemen who, to the merit of long 
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and faithful ſegyices, had added the right and 
< title of ! Theſe things, I ſay, I can- 
not account for. His Majeſty had, certainly, 
good reaſons for what he did; but, the know- 
« ledge, I have of the gentlemen, and the regard 
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I have for them, oblige me to think, that thoſe 
reaſons were founded on miſrepreſentation; and 
ſuch accidents give me the greater concern, be- 
cauſe, when officers of the army are diſmiſſed 
without any cauſe aſſigned, the world are apt 
to judge, it was not for their vices, but for 
their virtues. Theſe late examples give me 
terrible apprehenſions of what may happen in 
ſome future reign; and therefore, I muſt think, 9 
it is high time for us to begin to reduce our 
army.“ „ 
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The Earl of Chefterfield having ſpoke upon the 
queſtion — to the army, Lord Hinton ſpoke 
a 


next upon the ſame queſtion, in ſubſtance as fol- 
lows, VIZ. | 
8 My Lords, 


Conſidering how often the affair now before Lord flia. 
© us, has been debated in this houſe, I am ſurpri- = 
ed, that thoſe who ſpeak upon one fide of the 
* queſtion, ſhould ftill continue to make uſe of 
* thoſe arguments, which have been ſo often 
* ſhewn to be built upon a wrong foundation. 

They always ſuppoſe, that the keeping up of a 

military force is a late incroachment upon our 

* conſtitution, and inconſiſtent with the liberties 

* of the people. This ſuppoſition they take for 

granted, and upon this they found moſt of the 

* arguments: they make uſe of, in favour of the 

* reduction they propoſe. Now, 'I can neither 

grant, that the keeping up of a military force 

is a late incroachment, or any incroachment, 5 

* upon our conſtitution; nor can I grant, that it 
* Sa 3 9 q 
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© is inconſiſtent with the liberties of the people; 


for in this country it has always been the cuſ- 


tom, in all countries it is neceſſary, to have 


ſome ſort of military force, upon which the 
people can depend, not only for defending 
them againſt foreign invaſions, but for enabling 


the civil magiſtrate to execute the laws of the 


+ ſociety, againſt great and powerful offenders. 

This military force, my Lords, which I ſay 
is neceſſary in every country, may conſiſt in 
< their militia, or it may conſiſt' in a body of re- 
< gular troops kept in continual pay; but what- 
< ever it conſiſts in, it muſt be ſuch a one as may 


© be depended on, for the two purpoſes I have 


mentioned; therefore when a ſociety finds it 
cannot truſt to its militia, a body of regular 
troops muſt neceſſarily be kept in continual pay ; 
and that which is abſolutely neceſſary for the 
© ſafety of the people, cannot be an incroachment 
+. upon our. conſtitution, or inconfiſtent with the 
© liberties of the people. In former times, when 
© none of our neighbours kept any regular troops 
in pay, and when our mulitia, and thoſe poſ- 
ſeſſed of military fees or tenures, were all bred 
© up to military diſcipline, and provided with 
proper arms for the defence of their country, 
as well as themſelves, we could depend upon 
our militia; but of late years, our neighbours 
© have all begun to keep large bodies of regular 
troops in continual pay, and our people have 
applied themſelves ſo much to arts and induſtry, 
that they have not time to breed themſelves up 
to military diſcipline, nor will they be at the 
expence of providing themſelves with arms; 
therefore we can now put no truſt or confidence 
in our militia, either ſor defending us againſt 
foreign invaſions, or for enabling the civil ma- 
giſtrate to execute our laws againſt powerful 
offenders; and for this reaſon ay: += 
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have been for ſome years, under a eceibly "2m 
keeping up a large body of regular troops in 
continual - pay; which body of regular troops 
muſt always bear ſome proporti h to the num- 


bers of regular troops, with which we may 


at any time be invaded, and to the numbers 
of thoſe who, we have reaſon to apprehend, 

want only an opportunity for riſing in arms 
againſt the e and laws of their 
country. 

Thus it appears, my Lords, that the keeping 
up a body of regular troops, is no late in- 
croachment upon our conſtitution: It is only 

an alteration we have been obliged to make, 


with reſpect to that military force which we 


muſt always have, for defending us againſt 
foreign - invaſions, and domeſtick offenders. 
And that the keeping up of a body of re- 
gular troops is not inconfiftent with the liber- 
ties of the people, muſt appear, I think, not 


only from experience, but from its having been 


ſo long and fo often agreed to by Parliament; 
for, from an experience of ſo many years ftand- 


ing, I ſhould think that ſome proofs or tokens 


of this pretended inconſiſtency would have be- 


come evident, at leaſt I muſt think, that the 
ſigns or ſymptoms of this inconſiſtency, if there 
had been any ſuch thing, could not fo long 
have eſcaped the judgment and penetration of 
Parliament; and whatever fome- gentlemen 
may be pleaſed to think of our Parliaments fince 
the Revolution, yet J muſt ſay, I have fo good 
an opinion of their honour, and regard for their 
country, that I am convinced no one of them 
would have agreed to the keeping up a body 


of regular troops, if they had thought it incon- 
| ſiſtent with the liberties of the people. | 
But though I do not think that the keeping 
up a body of regular troops is in itſelf incon- 


« ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent with the liberties of the people, yet, my 


Lords, I ſhall readily grant, that a ſtanding 


army, not under the annual check of Parlia- 
ment, might be ſo modelled as to make it a 


proper inſtrument for overturning the liberties of 


the people, It is not the army that is of any 


dangerous conſequence to our liberties, but it is 
the uſe that may be made of the army, after 


proper care has been taken to fill it with ſuch 
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men, as may be fit for the worſt uſes that can 
be made of an army. This is the only danger 
we can be expoſed to by the keeping up of an 


army: This is a danger we ought to have 


a watchful eye upon ; and this danger we may 
eaſily guard againſt, or prevent, as long as our 


army is kept up by an annual bill for that 


purpoſe ; which ſhews the difference between 


an army kept up by an annual bill, and an 


army kept up by a perpetual law, ſo clearly, 
that I am ſurprized to hear it ſaid, they are 
both ſtanding armies, and equally dangerous 
to our conſtitution. Whilſt recourſe muſt be 
annually had to Parliament for a new law 
for keeping up our army, it will always be 
in the power of Parliament to diſſolve that 
army, by refuſing their authority for keeping 
it up, in caſe any attempt ſhould be made to- 


wards modelling that army, ſo as to make it fit 
for bad purpoſes; or they may throw in ſuch 


regulations into the law for keeping it up, as 
muſt prevent all ſuch attempts for the future; 
whereas, if our army ſhould be once eſtabliſhed 
by a perpetual law, it would be out of the 


power of Parliament either to diflolve the army, 


or to provide againſt ſuch attempts: It would 
be then properly a ſtanding army ; for, I think, 
the army ought always to take its appellation 
from the law or cuſtom by which it is kept up. 
Thoſe laws or cuſtoms which are defigned to be 
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tual, we generally call the ſtanding laws or 
Ds of a country; but I never wa. an 
annual law, called a ſtanding law, nor would it 
deſerve that name, though it ſhould be annually 
agreed to for a whole century together; and 
for the ſame reaſon, I think, that as long as our 
army is kept up by an annual law, it can never 
be properly called a ſtanding amp. 
I ſhall agree, my Lords, that no greater 
army ought ever to be kept up than the pre- 
ſent neceſſity requires; but this does not pro- 
ceed from the danger, but from the expence ; 
and becauſe of the expence, I ſhould; be fond 
of agreeing to a reduction, if our affairs at 


home or abroad could admit of it; but I ſhall 


never be for expoſing the peace of my country, 


and the ſafety of my fellow ſubje&s, to inva- 


ſions and inſurrections, for the ſake of ſaving 
the expence of keeping up 5 or 6000 regular 


troops. Therefore, conſidering the great num- 
ber of regular troops kept up by every one of 


our neighbours, and the preſent univerſal de- 
generacy and negle&t' among our people, with 
reſpe&t to arms and military diſcipline, I ſhall 
always be extremely cautious of agreeing to any 
reduction, unleſs I think we are in a ſtate, not 


only of the moſt profound tranquillity, but of 


the moſt certain and apparent ſecurity ; which 1 
ſhall never think, as long as it requires ſo much 
art, and ſuch a power of eloquence, as the 


noble Lords, who have ſpoke upon the other 


fide of the queſtion, have made uſe of, for 
ſhewing, . that this 1s our happy ſtate at pre- 
The very queſtion now under our conſidera- 
tion, my Lords, muſt conyince us, that we ſhall- 


always be under a neceſſity of keeping up ſome 
certain number of regular troops; for the noble 
Lord who; made the motion, and the noble 


Lord 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
Lord who has ſpoke in favour of it, have en- 
« deavoured to 'ſhew, that we are now in as great 


< tranquillity and ſecurity, as we can ever here- 


| conclude, that even they are, and, indeed, 
every gentleman muſt be, of opinion, that it 

will always be neceflary for us to keep ſome 
regular troops in pay. This, I fay, my Lords, 
is a neceflity we muſt always be under, as long 
as the far 'greateft part of our people apply 
< themſelves ſo much to arts and induſtry, as to 
© negle& entirely the breeding themſelves up to 


A 


arms and military diſcipline ; and this will al- 


ways be our caſe, as long as we are an induſtri- 
« ous, trading, and conſequently a rich people; 
for from all hiſtories we may obſerve, that the 
< moſt warlike people have generally been the 


© moſt idle, and of courſe the moſt deſtitute of 


« riches. That military force, therefore, which is 
© 'neceflary for protecting us agamft our foreign 
© and domeſtick enemies, muſt, while we remain 
in our preſent circumftances, conſiſt in the re- 
< pular troops we keep in continual pay; and 


the number of thoſe troops ought always, 1 


© ag 1] have ſaid, to be in proportion to the dan- 


ger we happen to be in at the time. As to the 
danger we are now in from foreign enemies, 
II I ſhall freely own, my Lords, that, conſidering 


our ſuperiority at fea, if we were in no! danger 
from domeſtick enemies, a leſs number of re- 
© gular troops than we have at preſent, might be 
ſufficient to guard us againſt invaſions ; becauſe 


a leſs number would be able to defeat any inva- 
ſion, that could be made upon us ſuddenly and 
< unawares, if we were ſure they would not be 


joined by any great number of our own people; 


therefore, I think it unneceſſary for me to en- 
deavour to anſwer thoſe arguments, the noble 


© Lords have made uſe of, for ſhewing, that we 
A 165 bs 0 are 


A 17386 % (DEBATES © 


„ K EE Yo We oe ]“ 


A aA _2_ M K „ „ 


o 
c 
£ 


5 


are at preſent in no danger from abroad: I ſhall 


endeavour to anſwer | thoſe arguments only, 


which they. have made uſe of, for ſhewing, that 
we are in no preſent danger from our domeſtick 
enemies; and, if I can ſhew that we are now 
in ſome danger from our domeſtick foes, I muſt 
obſerve, that, while we are ſo, we can never 
be in an abſolute ſecurity againſt foreign danger; 
for that ſecurity, which is founded upon the 
ſeeming reſolutions of foreign princes, or the 


ſerene countenance of foreign courts, is a ſecu- 
rity we ought never to depend on. 


My Lords, it is the danger we are in from 
our domeſtick enemies, that makes me againſt a 
reduction of our army; it is this that enhanſes 
every foreign danger we can apprehend, and 
Fe. | —— probable which —_ other- 
wiſe be impoſſible. The noble Lord, who- 
ſpoke laſt, was pleaſed to make a diſtinction 
between diſaffection and diſſatisfaction, which 
at other times, or under other governments, 
might be a juſt diſtinction; but, I cannot allow, 
that it is applicable to our people under the pre- 
ſent government. When a government is pur- 
ſuing wrong meaſures, when thoſe in power are 


graſping at more than they ought to have by 
our conſtitution, or committing acts of violence 


and oppreſſion, the people have reaſon to be 


diſſatisfied; and in that caſe, there is no re- 
moving the diſſatisfaction, but by a change of 
meaſures, and bringing thoſe to condign puniſh- 
ment, who. were the authors of that diſſatisfac- 
tion: But under our: preſent government, no 
meaſures have been purſued, but what have 


been approved of by Parliament; no encroach- 


ments have been made upon the liberties of the 
people; no acts of fraud or oppreſſion have 


deen committed, at leaſt none ſuch have been 


patronized or countenanced by our government; 
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PAkLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
© therefore, if there be any amongſt us that ap- 
<, pear diſcontented, it muſt proceed from diſaf. 


fection, or from private reſentment, perhaps 
from a reſentment founded upon their having 


been refuſed, what it would have been impru- 
dent or unjuſt in our government to have grant- 
ed, or upon their not being indulged in things 
that are inconſiſtent with our conſtitution, or 
: with the peace and happineſs of ſociety; and that 
diſcontent- which proceeds from ſuch a reſent- 
ment, or, indeed, from any reſentment of a pri- 
vate nature, I cannot call by ſo ſoft a name as 
that of diſſatisfaction: I muſt call it ſedition ; 
and the only way of guarding againſt ſedition, 
is to enable our government to prevent „ e 


As a certain number of regular troops muſt be 
kept up; as no number of regular troops kept 
up according to our preſent method can be of 
dangerous conſequence to our conſtitution, or in 
the leaſt contrary to Revolution principles; and, 
as no greater number of ſuch troops has ever 
been kept up, than what was thought neceſſary 
by both houſes of Parliament; therefore, the 
keeping up of ſuch a numerous army, could 
never afford matter of diſcontent to any man, 
who has nothing in view, but the good of his 
country, and the preſervation of our preſent 
CCC 365 oh tt, 

If there were no diſcontents in the nation, 
but what proceeded from a juſt diſſatisfaction, 
I am fure there could be none, and, in that 
caſe, I ſhould be for the reduction propoſed; 
but, my Lords, there are great and general 
murmurings and diſcontents in the nation, and 
all thoſe murmurings and diſcontents proceed 
originally, I believe, from diſaffection and ſe- 
dition. It is the diſaffected and the ſeditious, 
my Lords, that magnify every accidental misfor- 
n 2 | tune 
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tune we meet 8 that miſrepreſent the moſt 
« prudent meaſutes the government can take, 


and that inſtil into the minds of the people 


© ſuch notions. of liberty, as are inconſiſtent with 
ſociety. Power, I ſhall grant, my Lords, is 
apt to exceed its bounds, and may deviate into. 
« oppreſſion; but, I hope, it will be granted, 

* that liberty is likewiſe apt to exceed its juſt 
bounds, and may deviate into licentiouſneſs. : 
When the former happens to be the caſe, it is 
then high time to Wände of clipping the wings 
* of thofe in power, by reducing our army; but 
when the latter happens to be our caſe, will 
any man ſax it is then a proper time to tie up 
* the hands of thoſe in power, or to weaken the 
* only effectual curb our government has for re- 
« ſtraining the Hcentions ? This is our unfortunate 
caſe at preſent : By the audaciquſneſs of the 
« difaffeced and:the {editions, and by the lenity 
6 of our laws, as well as of thaſe in power, there 
is fuch a ſpirit of licentiouſneſs ſpread among 
the lowermoſt fore: of our people, that, I be- 
lieve, nothing could command their obedience 
to the laws of their country, but the regular 
troops we keep in pay; and when the people 
* are ripe for an inſurrection, who knows but 
* ſome foreign power may, at an unawares, throw 
in a few troops-amangft us, in order to ſet that 
ſpirit in a flame, which is now ſmothered: by 
* our having a ſufficient number of regular troops 
in every corner?H—W. 

I hope, my Lords, L neod: not take up your 
time with. giving you any examples of the li- 
* centiouſneſs, that now reigns among the lower- 
* moſt fort: of our people. The great counte- 
* nance and protection the ſmugglers meet with, 
in every corner of the kingdom, from the com- 


mon people, and I with I could not ſay, from 


* ſome- of a ſuperior rank; the many mobs and 
Vor. -XVI. U © riots 


#3.4. 


KR 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 

riots that have happen'd on account of turnpikes; 
and the unaccountable oppoſition that has been 

made to one of the beſt and moſt neceſſary laws 
chat was ever enacted, I mean the law againſt 

retailing ſpirituous liquors; muſt convince eve- 
ry man, that there is ſuch a ſpirit of licentiouſ- 
neſs among the vulgar, as can neither be cor- 

rected nor reſtrained by the civil power, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of regular troops; and as this 
ſpirit of mobbing is ſpread over the whole king- 

Sis, as mobs and tumults are always moſt 

« -hurtful and moſt dangerous to the beſt ſort of 
© people, and to the moſt worthy and moſt dili- 
gent magiſtrates, they might do infinite and ir- 
< reparable damage, if there were not a body of 
regular troops, in or near every place where 
any ſuch can happen: As theſe troops are al- 
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ways near at hand, and ready to march to the 
aſſiſtance of the civil magiſtrate, though they 


cannot entirely prevent mobs, yet it is certain 


they render them leſs frequent, and prevent 


their doing the miſchief they would otherwiſe 
do. This is an advantage now enjoyed in eve- 
© ry part of the kingdom; whereas, if we make 
the reduction propoſed, we may ſtill perhaps 
enjoy it here about London, but a great many 
country places muſt be left entirely deſtitute of 


troops, and conſequently the better ſort of peo- 


ple left a prey to a licentious and unruly popu- 


e 


For this reaſon, my Lords, if there were no 
© other, I muſt be againſt making a reduction of 
our army, and ſhall be againſt it, as long as 
the preſent licentious ſpirit 3 among the 
* meaner ſort of our people; for whatever regard 
former mobs may have ſhewn to the illuſtrious 


Family upon the throne, whatever regard they 


may have ſhewn to the lives or properties of 
their fellow ſubjects, as they have been, and 
. -  . ©. always 
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© always will be, ſpirited up by, and much under 
the government of the diſaffected and ſeditious, 
« if any future mob ſhould come to ſuch a head 
as to deſerve the name of an inſurrection, I am 
afraid they would ſhew no great regard, either 
to the liberties or properties of their fellow ſub- 


jects, or to our preſent happy eſtabliſhment; 
and therefore, if the preſent queſtion had been 
moved by any gentleman of mean circumſtan- 
ces, or by one who could be ſuſpe&ed of diſ- 
affection or ſedition, I ſhould have anſwered 
him in the words of Cato to Julius Ceſar, on 
occaſion of the Catiline conſpiracy. Quaſi vero 
mali, atque ſceleſti tantummodo in urbe, & non per 
totam Italiam int; aut non ibi plus poſſit audacia, 
ubi ad defendendum opes minores ſunt. Quare va- 
num equidem hoc conſilium eſt, fi periculum ex illis 
metuit. Sin in tanto omnium metu ſolus non timet; 
eo magis refert, me mihi, atque vobis timere. 
© I hope, I have now ſhewn, my Lords, that 
we are at preſent in great danger from our do- 
meſtick enemies, that this danger muſt always, 
while it laſts, render our ſecurity againſt foreign 
danger precarious, that we have no way of 
guarding againſt either of theſe dangers, but 
by keeping up a body of regular troops, and 
that the number we now keep up, is the leaſt 
that can at preſent be ſuppoſed ſufficient for 
this purpoſe. I know it may be ſaid, that we 
have our militia to truſt to, and that our militia 
will generally be ſufficient to guard us againſt 
inſurrections at home, and againft all ſuch in- 
vaſions as can be made upon us from abroad. 
My Lords, there is no man has a better opinion 
than I have of the courage of our men in ge- 
* neral: I know they have ſtrength and agility 
* ſuperior to moſt of their neighbours, and cgu- : 
rage ſufficient for enabling them to make 4 
* proper uſe of their natural ſtrength and agility; 
Ol Uz * rhsgefore, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
+ therefore, man to man, I could truſt to them 
< againſt any equal number of troops in the 
world: But perfonal courage, ſtrength and agi- 
_ © tity, without: military diſcipline, are of little 
6. * Kgnification | in an army. If every man in your 
army does not know how to obey the word of 
< command, in an exact, and regular manner, in 
the day of battle, your army muſt go in confu- 
* how. and in ſuch a caſe, the perſonal courage 
of the men does but increaſe che laughter; for 
+ afte r an army is once put in confuſion, the moſt 
couragious muſt. truſt to his heels for his ſafety, 
or die by the ſword of that united force that 
attacks him; This is the cauſe of that inequa- 
- ity which has always been found between mili- 
tia and regular troops; and for this reaſon, we 
can never depend upon our militia, when regu- 
lar troops are. brought againſt them. Even in 
the late rebellion, we found we could put no 
truſt in our militia, though no regular troops 
ore then brought againſt them. The militia, 
we know, did us little or no ſervice, upon that 
5 A, in any part of the kingdom, which is 
a fact ſo notorious, that I am — it will 
not be denied; but, if it were, it could eaſily 
be confirmed by a noble Lord no preſent, 
who had the principal thare in ſuppreſſing that 
« rebellion. 
From hance we may "Ia my Lords, that our 
< militia is what we can put no truſt in for de- 
fending us againſt invaſions; and with regard 


is 222 rr IN 


o our defence. againſt mobs and inſurrections, 
© am ſure, whilſt the preſent fpirit of licentiouſ- 


&: neſs prevails, our militia can be of no ſervice, 
© becauſe our militia is chiefly compoſed of that 
+ ſort of men, who at preſent, inſtead of oppo- 
< ſing, would probably join with any mob or in- 
; ſurrection that might happen. Then with re- 
* ently to 0 Sener our laws againſt 3 
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« glers,. deſtroyers of turnpikes, and retailers, of 
« ſpirituous liquors, I muſt deſire your Lordſhips 
« would conſider, how it would be poſlible to 
prevent or puniſh any one of theſe grievances, 
if we had nothing but our nulitia to truſt to. 
Can it be ſuppoſed that the militia of any eoun 
upon the ſea coaſt would oppoſe, much leſs 
venture their lives in apprehending ſmugglers; 
when it is well known, that there is hardly one 
man of mean circumſtances in any of. thoſe 
counties, and of ſuch your militia muſt always 
chiefly conſiſt, but what is concerned, or has a 
brother, a ſon, or ſome near relation, or inti- 
mate friend, concerned in ſuch practices? The 
caſe is the ſame with regard to thoſe counties 
where the turnpikes have been deſtroyed, and 
will always be the ſame, T believe, in every 
county where ſuch offences ſhall happen to be 
committed; and I am convinced no man ex- 
pects, that our militia would protect one who 
had informed againſt a retailer of ſpirituous li- 
quors, or that they would reſcue him from the 
hands of a licentious and cruel mob: On the 
contrary, I believe, they would join with the 
mob, and would affiſt them in all the outrages 
and cruelties they commit upon ſuch.occaſions. 
It would be impoſſible for the civil magiſtrate, 
or the officers of the militia, to command their 
obedience in any of the caſes I have mentioned; 
for when the people in general are ſo licentious, 
as to contemn and deſpiſe the laws of their 
country, we cannot well expect, that our mili- 
tia would ſhew any regard to the authority. of a 
civil magiftrate, or that they would obey the 
commands of their officers. . 
© Thus, my Lords, I have ſhewn, that our mi- 
* litia cannot, at preſent, be depended on for de- 
* tending us againſt invaſions, inſurrections, or 
: * tumults; nor for aſſiſting the civil magiſtrate in 
Ks 9 3 2 the 
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the execution of our laws: But your Lordſhips 


© will perhaps ſay, that our militia may, by pro- 
© per regulations and due care, be made. as well 
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acquainted with military diſcipline, as any re- 
gu ar troops, and that thoſe laws, which are 
ound to be diſagreeable to the people in gene- 
ral, may be ſo altered, or ſuch new laws made 
in their room, as may be ſo agreeable, that 
moſt men in the kingdom will concur in ſeeing 
them duly put in execution. My Lords, when 
ſuch regulations are made, and are found to be 
effectual, it may be a good argument for re- 
ducing, perhaps diſbanding, our regular troops; 
but, ſurely, the poſſibility of doing ſuch things 
can be no argument for an immediate reduction. 
Whether they are poſſible or not, is what 1 
ſhall not now take upon me to determine; but 


J have a great ſuſpicion, that no regulations 


you can make will be found to be effectual for 
theſe purpoſes. As to the militia, I do not 
think you can ever get men to ſpend as much 
of their time, as is neceſſary for making and 
continuing themſelves maſters of military diſci- 
pline, when they themſelves ſee no neceſlity 


© for ſo doing, unleſs you pay them for that part 


of their time they beſtow in that way. If you 
ay them, it will coſt you as much as the regu- 
ar army you now maintain, and it will be as 
great a loſs to the publick, by the loſs of their 
labour, during the time they are employed in 
military exerciſes; becauſe, if you put your 
whole truſt in your militia, you muſt have, at 
leaft, three times the number of the regular 
troops you now keep in daily == And then, 
with reſpe& to the laws which are now found 


to be diſagreeable, I am afraid no regulations 


you can make, will ever be agreeable, if they 
are effectual for the end popoſed; for few men, 


now-a-days, have ſo much regard for the = 
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lick, as not to avoid paying thoſe taxes, or im- 

< poſts, which are neceſſary for the publick ſer- 

s vice, as often as they can do it with ſafety; 
and, therefore, moſt men will think thoſe laws 
« ſevere, that enforce the payment of ſuch taxes, 
and will be apt to favour thoſe who aſſiſt them 
in getting free from the payment of them, and 
to oppoſe the officers who are employed in col- 
lecting them, With regard to the retail of 
ſpirituous liquors, it is the ſame: The drinking 
of ſuch liquors is now become the favourite 
* vice of the meaner ſort of people; and though 
it evidently tends to the deſtruction of their 
health, as well as their morals, yet, I believe, 
5 
o 
0 
5 
> 
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they will always find fault with, and oppoſe the 
execution of any law that effectually prevents 
their indulging themſelves in this Wonhite 
vice. From all which I muſt conclude, that 
the beſt method of ſecuring ourſelves againſt 
all dangers of a foreign or domeſtick nature, i 
and the beſt method for executing thoſe laws . 
which are neceſſary for the good of the publick, 


is to keep ſuch a number of regular troops, in | 
daily pay, as may be ſufficient for theſe pur- | 
poſes, according to the circumſtances we may | 
happen to be in at the time... © | 
This, my Lords, I confeſs, muſt always be 
an expence to the people, and muſt be greater | 
or leſs according to the number of troops we | 
keep in pay; therefore I ſhall always be for a | 
reduction, when I think it can be made without | | 
* ſubjeting the people to the danger of a much | | 
greater expence; but as I have obſerved, that ö 
reductions have generally been attended with in- | 
: 
6 
o 
6 
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vaſions or inſurrections; and as we are, upon ſuch i 
* occaſions, | obliged not only to increaſe our own - | 
army, but to call in foreign auxiliaries, which i 
puts the people to a much greater expence than | | 
they ſaved by the reduction, therefore, for the _ | 
. ſake 


— — "= 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1538. 
< fake of the people, I ſhall never be for a re- 


duction, when I think there is the leaſt danger 
of an invaſion or inſurrection; and I muſt think 


wie are in danger ef both, when: there is ſuch a 


< ſpirit of diſaffection, or diſſatisfaction, or ſedi- 
: tion, call it which you will, as I find reigns in 
< this nation at preſent. But beſides the expence 


1 of calling in foreign troops, I muſt take notice, 


< my Lords, chat if an army of our on ſubjects 
© can be of any dangerous conſequence to our 
© conſtitution,. I am ſure an army of foreign 
troops muſt be much more ſo. This is ſo true, 
that I believe no one inſtance can be ſhewn, 
© where'the liberties of a free people have been 
« effectually, and irretrievably overturned, with- 
* out the aſſiſtance of ſome foreign auxiliaries; 
for though it has ſometimes happened, that the 


< liberties of a country have been 8 on, 


or for a time ſuſpended, by an army of their 


4 own people, yet it has generally, I may ſay al- 


© ways, been found, that that very army reſtored 
their liberties as ſoon as they became ſenſible of 


e, I hope, all thoſe who are real friends to 
conſtitution, and liberties of this kingdom, 


11 (hm injury they had done their country; there- 
r 


will be againſt any meaſure, which may proba- 


1 by: give our: government a handle for calling 
in foreign troops to their aſſiſtance; and as, in 
"clip preſent circumſtances, this may | ns bably, 
in my opinion, be the conſequence of reducing 
our army, therefore I am certain no Lord, who 
thinks as Ido, can give his aſſent to it. 
Whilſt our army, my Lords, is compoſed 
wholly of our own countrymen, commanded by 
.< gentlemen. of the beſt families and fortunes in 
> the kingdom, and kept up only from year to 
< year, by authority of Parliament, it can never 
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any + WW ky r re hs 
© be eg we ſhall. always have it in our power 
« to put a ſtop to ſuch practices before they can 
« produce the deſigned "cife&t; but, 1 bope, the 
removing of two or three gentlemen from their 
polls in the army, and putting others of. as 
good and as undoubted characters in their room, 
il not be called garbling the army; and, 
therefore, I am ſurprized to hear any late acci- 
« dents of this kind taken notice of in this de- 
« batez for while you preſerve your conſtitution, 
you mult leave to the crown the abſolute diſ- 
« poſal of all commiſſions in the army; and if his 
« Majeſty has lately, in a few inftances, made uſe 
« of this power, he had certainly good reaſons 
for what he did: He is no way to give 
an account of his reaſons to this houſe, nor dave 
« we any right to enquire into them. We ought 
not ſo much as to take the leaſt notice of ſuch 
removes, unleſs a conſiderable number of ſuch 
| © had been made, and men of bad characters put 
in the place of thoſe that had been removed. 
Then, indeed, it might be proper to think, not 
only of a reduction, but of a diſſolution of our 
army; e can now be com- 
plained of, or ſuſpected, as our army is, I chink, 
* the only ſecurity upon which eur preſent tran- 
« quillity depends, and as it is, I thimls, but bare- 
* ly ſufficient for preſerving that tranquillity, 
$ therefore I am b our W "wy reque- 


a tion. 


| | Then next that ſpoke upo on 1 ion, was 


the Earl of Weekend, th the — of whoſe 
TOI was as er Yr | 


, The only Aken, I find, chat TY een E Pe 
e aſſgned, and, indeed, the only difference that get. 74 
can | 
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hae ſhould, in this likewiſe, make ſome exam- 
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© can be afligned, between an army kept up by 
© a perpetual law, and an army kept up by an an- 
© nual bill, is, that, in the latter caſe, we may 
< refuſe' our conſent to the continuing of the ar- 


my, if it ſhould, at any time, appear, that 


| © the keeping up of ſuch an army is unneceſſary, 
"© or if it ſhould, at any time, appear, that ſome 


attempts have been made to make a bad uſe of 
< that army. Now, my Lords, I think, one of 
© the worſt uſes that can be made of an army, is, 
< to make gentlemens commiſſions in the army 
< ſerve as a handle for ſubjecting them to the ar- 
© bitrary will of a court, or favourite miniſter ; 
< becauſe, if ſuch an uſe ſhould ever be made of 
your army, it will of courſe contribute not a 
< little towards deſtroying the only difference 
that can be aſſigned, between an army kept up 
© by a perpetual law, and an army kept up by an 
annual bill. If an ambitious or guilty miniſter 


© ſhould get it fignified to all thoſe gentlemen of 
the army, who have the honour to be mem- 
bers of either houſe of Parliament, that if they 
did not vote according to his directions, they 
© ſhould be turned out of the army, and their 
© ſubſiſtence taken from them; if he ſhould even 
make ſome examples, in order to ſhew that he 


is in earneſt; I muſt aſk gentlemen, if this 


would not greatly tend towards giving that 


© miniſter: a majority, upon which he could de- 
< pend, in each houſe of Parliament? If he ſhould 
go farther: If he ſhould get it fignified to all 


the officers of the army, from the corporal to 


the general, that they ſhould be difappointed in 
their preferment, unleſs they made uſe of all 
< their intereſt at elections, in every corner where 


they could -procure any, in favour of the can- 


didate recommended to them by him; and if 


< ples, 


r 
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_ © ples, for ſhewing that he is in earneſt; would 
not this contribute greatly towards his being 
always able to procure a majority of his own 
© creatures being choſen members of the houſe of 
* Commons? And if this ſhould ever happen to 
* be our caſe, I ſhould be glad to know the dif- 
5 ference between an army kept up at the plea- 
« ſure of the crown, by a perpetual law, and an 
army kept up at the pleaſure of the crown, by 
an annual bill, to be paſſed in a Parliament, 
that would never refuſe to do any thing the 
court or miniſter ſhould defire. 
© am far from ſaying, my Lords, that any 
« ſuch attempts, or any ſuch examples, have been 
lately made: I have ſtated the caſe in this light, 
only to examine that doctrine, which has been 
« laid down by the noble Lord that ſpoke laſt. 
The noble Lord was pleaſed to tell us, that the 
« abſolute diſpoſal of all commiſſions in the army 
is, by our conſtitution, veſted in the crown: 
* That when the King makes any extraordi 
* uſe of this power, he is not obliged to give his 
* reaſons, nor have we any right to enquire into 
them; and that when any removes are made, 
* they ought not to be ſo much as mentioned in 


this houſe, unleſs a great number ſhould be 


* made at a time, and perſons of a bad character 
put in the room of thoſe turned out. I am 
glad his Lordſhip was pleaſed to leave us ſome 
power of controul ; but, I ſhall preſently ſhew, 
' © that the power he has left us, if we had no 
greater, would be altogether ineffectual for pre- 
venting the miſchief J have mentioned. Now, 
* my Lords, I ſhall grant, that by the preſent 
* eſtabliſhment of our army, his Majeſty has an 
* abſolute power to diſpoſe of all commiſſions in 
* the army, and to turn gentlemen out of their 
* commiſſions, whenever he has mind. This 
* 1s, at preſent, one of the prerogatives of the 


crown; 
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noble Lord has been plea 
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crown; but this, like all other prerogatives, 


though it be abſolute, it is not arbitrary: It is 


ſubject to the controul of Parliament; and, if 


any King of this realm ſhould make a bad uſe 


of this prerogative, but in one inſtance, the 


Parliament may enquire into it, and may ſend 
thoſe that adviſed it, not only to the Tower, 
but to Tower-hill. To tell us that we have no 
power to enquire into the reaſons of any re- 


moves, unleſs a great number ſhould be made 


at a time, and perfons of a bad character put 
in the room of thoſe turned out, is to tell us, 


we have no power at all; for, if a miniſter 


ſhould dare to make a great number of removes 
at a time, he would take care to make ſuch a 
number, as ſhould put it out of the power of 


Parliament to take notice of any of them; and 


as to the character of the perſons put in the 
room of thoſe turned out, a man may be of a 
good character in private life, he may even be 
of a good character as a ſoldier, and yet may 


not have refolution enough to riſk his commiſ- 


fion, by voting in Parliament, or giving his in- 
tereſt at elections, contrary to the directions, or 


known ſentiments of a miniſter; eſpecially, if 


he be a man who has not otherwiſe a competent 
ſubſiſtence, according to that method of living 
he has led himſelf into; and ſtill, more eſpeci- 
ally, if it be at a time, when he ſees ſeveral 
recent 'examples for- convincing him that his 
commiſſion is at ſtake. Therefore, if oy ns 
in this reſpect, no greater er than what the 

0 | on 2 vouchſafe, the 
army might be made a handle, for procuring 


to a miniſter a continual and certain majority, 


in both houſes of Parliament, without its being 


in the power of Parliament to prevent, or put 
a ſtop to any ſuch attempts. re 
)J Re «In 
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In this country, in all countries, nay, my 
Lords, in the moſt arbitrary countries, a gen- 
« tleman's commiſſion in the army 1s reckoned a 
« proviſion for life; and it is reafonable it ſhould 
be ſo; for when a gentleman, from his youth, 
« attaches himſelf to the buſineſs of a ſoldier, and 
« for that end neglects every other buſineſs by 


« which he might have got a livelihood, or ad- 


vanced himſelf in the world, the commiſſion 
* he acquires by his conduct and courage, or by 
his long and faithful ſervices, perhaps with the 
© loſs of a great deal of his blood, and even ſome 
« of his limbs, ought to be a proviſion for life. 
lt is a property which ought not, which cannot 
* juſtly. be taken from him, unleſs. he forfeits it 
by ſome civil or military crime. And if to this 
* we add the title of purchaſe, if a gentleman 
« beſtows the fortune given him by his parents or 
relations, upon the purchaſe of a commiſſiion, 
and makes that purchaſe with the connivance, 
perhaps in ſome meaſure with the countenance, 
of the court, ſurely it is an additional argument 
for ſhewing, chat his commiſſion ought not to 
© be e nt him at the arbitrary will of a 
court, or upon the falſe, and fly infinuations of 
* a favourite miniſter, This would be making 
* an unjuſt uſe of the prerogative of the crown, 
* and confeque 


ntly an abuſe which eught to be 


enquired into by this houſe. But if an officer's 


commiſſion ſhould be taken from him for not 
voting in Parliament, or at elections, according: 
* to the directions he may privately receive from 
* a miniſter, or for not ſhewing a mean and diſ- 
* honourable complaiſance for a court favourite, 
it would be an abuſe of prerogative, that would 
be not only unjuſt! but dangerous; and there- 
fore, would more highly deſerve the notice of 
this houſe. 11 2 S 
W * My 
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© My Lords, it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that 
© any gentleman ever will be turned out of his 
< commiſſion in the army without any reaſon, 
© ſecret or revealed; and therefore, when a gen- 
© tleman of good character, both in his civil and 
military capacity, is diſmiſſed, without any rea- 
© ſon aſſigned, the world will ſuppoſe it was for 
< reaſons that cannot be owned: They will ſup- 
< poſe it was for ſome of the reaſons I have men- 
< tioned : They will from thence conclude, that 
this houſe ought to enquire into it; and if we 
do not, the reproach will lie at our door; for 
< which reaſon, if we have a due regard to our 
< own characters, which muſt always depend up- 
< on the opinion of the publick, we ought to en- 


« quire into every ſuch removal or diſmiſſion. If 


< jt was made upon unjuſt grounds, we ſhall do 
« juſtice to the perſon injured, and vindicate our 
< own characters by puniſhing the adviſers; if it 
vas made upon juſt grounds, we ſhall undeceive 
the people, and vindicate the crown. 

As to the late removes that have been made, 
© whether we ought to enquire into all or any of 
them, is what I ſhall not take upon me to de- 
termine; but, my Lords, whatever may have 
been the true reaſons, they have raiſed, I am 
_ © ſure they muſt raiſe, a general ſuſpicion among 
the people. Some gentlemen have lately been 
turned out of their commiſſions in the army, 
* who cannot be ſo much as ſuſpected of diſaffec- 
tion, becauſe they have ventured their lives for 
the ſupport of our preſent eſtabliſhment; nor 
can they be accuſe of having ever been guilty 
of the leaſt fault, or of having been liable to 
the leaſt reproach, either in their civil or mili- 
_ © tary capacity, ſo far at leaſt as is publickly 
known; and yet their commiſſions in the army, 
* their military property, I may call it, has been 
taken from them, without any trial, without 

, © any 
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good reaſons for what he did; but, as his Ma- 
jeſty muſt often hear by means of other peoples 
« ears, and fee 
the world will, I am afraid, conclude, that his 
«© Majeſty's reaſons and thoſe of ſome of his mi- 
« niſters were extremely different. They will 
« conclude, that his Majeſty's reaſons were found- 
ed upon miſrepreſentations, which it is impoſſi- 
© ble r him to diſcover, but which might be 
« ealily diſcovered, if they were freely and im- 
partially enquired into in a parliamentary way. 
I know, my Lords, that what I ſay upon this 

© occaſion will be reported in another place, not 
jn the manner I f it, for if it were, I could 
not, from any thing I have ſaid, or ſhall ſay, 
* incur the leaſt diſpleaſure; but it will be miſre- 
* preſented, and the moſt invidious turn giyen 
to it that can be invented. I have been already 
« ſerved ſo: What I ſaid upon a certain occaſion 

« laſt ſeſſion, was miſrepreſented in another place 

« FF*&#FSE This is the treatment, my Lords, I 

* have already met with; but I deſpiſe, I ſhall 

always deſpiſe ſuch treatment: While I have 

the honour to fit here, I ſhall upon all occaſions 

declare my ſentiments decently, but freely, let 

the conſequence be what it will. It is a duty I 

* owe to my country: It is a duty I owe to my 

| © King; and it is the buſineſs of a ſoldier to die, 
rather than to deſert, or to neglect his duty. . - 
Io tell us, my Lords, that the crown, or the 


ever we ſay of the crown, muſt be ſuppoſed to 
© be meant of the miniſters of the crown; there- 
fore, I ſay, to tell us that the miniſters of the 
*.crown may diſpoſe of commiſſions in the army, 
and may turn gentlemen out of their commiſ- 

* The Afteriſms denote, that what was ſaid had a tendency towards being 

onal, or of a private cature, FO © A 
4 | „ 


— 


any reaſon aſſigned. His Majeſty had certainly 


by means of other peoples eyes, 


miniſters of the crown; for in this houſe what- 
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© ſions, without any effectual controul from Par- 
< liament, is a moſt dangerous doctrine. If this 
were eſtabliſhed as an 2 fallible rule, it is cer- 
© tain that voting e at * or in Parlia- 
ment, contrary to e direct wen by a 
chief miniſter, would always — oned, nd 
© would: be made a good reaſon for turning a 
< gentleman our of his commiſſion : It would be 
© look'd on by all miniſters as mutiny; and I do 
not know hut in ſome future ſeſſion, a clauſe 
might be added to the bill now before us, for 
puniſfing it as ſuch. But without ſuch a clauſe, 
the doftrine now advanced would be ſufficient 
1 433 moſt of the officers of our army 
| wnright faves .o the miniſters of the crom. 
< 3 — other dence, 
ths loſs of his commiſſion is worfe than the Joſs 
© of his life. Without ſubjecting the officers of 
our army to the danger of being turned out of 
© their cohiſſions, at the Arb will of a mi- 
© niſter, they are, by other means, already too 
much expoſed to his reſentment. Fhere are 
many other methods, by which a minifter may 
make an officer fuſfer, beſictes that of taking his 
© commiſſion from kim. I have myielſ, my 
Lords, experienced many inconveniencies from 
my net having had the good fortune, while! 
was in the army, of being in the good: graces 
< of CORE Even at the treafury, there arc 
* methods” for ſtopping and — the pay- 
ment of that money Which is due to an officer, 
< if he happens to be out of favour with the chief 
man at that board; Proſerutions and vexatious 
< ſuits of ſeveral kinds may be ſet up againſt him. 
* Such things, I ſay, may be done, hae hat 
C 

| bee eh T have 

If our army, m Lords, were 3 regu 
c ' lated, and both = and ſoldier: ped nes ak 
2 independent 
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independent of miniſters as other ſubjects are, 
I ſhould perhaps find no fault with keeping it 
up, were it more numerous than it is; but from 
© what I have ſaid, it will appear, that as long as 
© it continues under its preſent regulation, it will 
« always be extremely dangerous for any officer 
« to incur the diſpleaſure of a miniſter; and as 
« ſome late precedents may perhaps make officers 
believe, that their commiſſions depend upon a 
« tenure very different from what they were for- - 
«* merly thought to depend on, therefore, unleſs 
ſome new regulations are made, I ſhall always 
think a numerous ſtanding army of the moſt 
dangerous conſequence to our liberties; for 
« which reaſon I ſhall always be for reducing it as 
much as poſſible; and as no danger nor incon- 
© yeniefice can enſue from the reduction now 


* propoſed, I think it ought to be agreed to.” 
Lord Bathurſt ſtood up next, and ſpoke to this 


effect, vix. | 


My Lords, 


* I was a little ſurprized to hear the leaſt ob- Lord Be- 
+. « 7 -. thurſt's 
* jection made againſt the regularity of any thing geh. 
* ſaid by the noble Lord that ſpoke laſt. * In 

* my opinion, he neither ſaid, nor attempted to 

* ſay any thing but what was extremely proper, 

* and what ought to have great weight in this 
debate; for if any means have been lately made 

* uſe of, for making the officers of our army ſub- 

* ſervient to an adminiſtration, both in their civil 

* and military capacity, it is high time for us to 


* return to our antient conſtitution, which never 


“ In both houſes of Parliament, ſome rules for ſptaking are eftblſhed, 
and no member is to be interrupted, uoleſs he attempts to tranſgreſs th : ſe 
rules, If he does, any. member may riſe up, and object agesinſt his pro- 
ceeding in that manner. This was twice the caſe with reſpect to ſome 
things ſaid by the noble Lord, but the houſe allowed him to proceed in 


What he had . „ . | 
"ou i” e « adonied 
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admitted of a ſtanding army's being kept up 
within this kingdom in time of peace. The 
noble Lord has, *tis true, come but lately into 
this houſe; but he came, my Lords, by a very 
antient title, which makes his caſe very diffe- 
rent from thoſe who come by a new title; for 
as thoſe who come by an old title, have, from 
their infancy, a proſpect of coming here, they 
may be ſuppoſed to have ſtudied our methods 
of proceeding from their infancy ; whereas no 
ſuch ſuppoſition can be made in favour of thoſe 
who come in by a new title. Accordingly, the 
noble Lord has, ever ſince he took his place, 
and particularly upon this occaſion, ſhewn us, 
that he is perfectly acquainted with our forms 
and methods of proceeding. He began his 
diſcourſe, by repreſenting to us the danger of 
making gentlemens commiſſions in the army 
ſerve as a handle for ſubjecting them to the ar- 
bitrary will of a miniſter. He ſhewed us that 
this would be the caſe, if we ſhould allow their 
commiſſions to be made precarious; and if he 
knew any other methods that might be uſed, 
or that had been uſed, for rendering the officers 
of our army ſubſervient to an adminiſtration, 
was there any thing more proper, was there any 
thing more neceſſary, to be laid before us on 
this occaſion? My Lords, what he ſaid upon 
this ſubject was ſo far from being improper, 
that, I think, it highly deſerves our conſidera- 
tion : It ought to be enquired into, before we 
give our opinion upon the preſent queſtion, 
or at leaſt before we paſs the bill now under 
our conſideration; for if any methods have 
© been, or can be, made uſe of, for making an 
© officer ſuffer, on account of what he ſays in this 
© houſe, or on account of his not being in the 
good graces of a miniſter, we ought either to 
« diſband our whole army, or, in this bill, we 
1 hey. s 6 Gught 


6 
4 
c 
c 
c 
„ 
0 
c 
c 
0 
0 
c 
* 
0 
0 
c 
c 
c 
6 
. 
C 
0 
c 
0 
c 
C 
0 
c 
0 
4 
0 
c 
c 


A: 1748. DEBATE'S. 
< ought to make ſuch regulations as may prevent 
«© ſuch practices for the future. | 
After having faid thus much with reſpe& to 
order, I muſt beg leave, my Lords, to take 
notice of ſome things that fell from a noble 
Lord who ſpoke laſt but one. His Lordſhip 
was pleaſed to fay, that in every country there 
muſt be a military force kept up, of ſome kind 
or other, that the military force kept up, ought 
to be ſufficient for defending the people againſt 
invaſions and inſurrections, and that this mili- 
tary force muſt now, in this kingdom, always 
conſiſt in a ſtanding mercenary army, becauſe 
of the diſuſe of arms and military diſcipline 
among the reſt of our people. I ſhall grant, 
my Lords, that every country ought to be 
provided with a military force, of ſome kind or 
other, ſufficient for protecting the country a- 
gainſt foreign invaſions, and the government 
againſt factious or ſeditious inſurrections; but I 
am far from thinking it neceſſary to have that 
military force modelled into a mercenary ſtand- 
ing army, and if it were, I am far from think- 
ing, that army ought to be ſo modelled, as to 
be under a laviſh ſubjection to the crown, or to 
any one man in the country. 1 

«< Suppoſe, my Lords, it were neceſſary for us 
to keep a ſtanding army always in pay : Sup- 
poſe we could contrive no other ſort of military 
force, upon which we could depend, for pre- 
ſerving us from invaſions and inſurrections; yet 
I can ſee no reaſon for having that army under 
ſuch regulations, as muſt keep both officers and 
ſoldiers under a ſort of ſlaviſn ſubmiſſion to the 
crown, and conſequently to him who happens to 
be the favourite miniſter at the time; which will 
be the certain conſequence, if it ſhould be once 
* eſtabliſhed as a maxim, that officers may be 
preferred, and even turned out of their com- 

| 1 « mithons, 
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| _ © miſſions, at the arbitrary will of a miniſter. 


This gives a man ſuch an arbitrary power over 
© the army, that no ſociety - ought to grant it 
© even in time of war; for it was this that 
© Enabled ſeveral Roman Generals to make uſe of 
© the armies of their country, for conquering | 
© their country, and at laſt enabled Julius Cæſar, 
© by the ſame means, to ſubdue the liberties of 
© his country. But to grant ſuch a power in time 
of peace, i not only quite-unneceflary, but ab- 
© ſolutely inconſiſtent with the liberties of a free 
people; for as that army muſt in ſome meaſure 
© be ſlaves to the crown, or rather to the miniſters 
_ © of the crown, it is not to be expected that they 
will long continue to have a regard for the 
© liberties of the people; and if the army be ſuf- 
_ © ficient for protecting the er eas they muſt be 
© ſufficient for ſubduing and enſlaving the people, 
as ſoon as their ſuperiors ſhall give them the 
word of command. 55 | 
Our liberties and properties, my Lords, de- 
2 5 7 upon the laws of our country, but it is 
© by the military force of the country only, that 
© thoſe laws can be made effectual; and if ever 
that military force ſhould happen to fall under 
an abſolute dependance upon thoſe who have 
* a mind to render cur liberties and properties 
'< precarious, our laws will be of no fignificance. 
Our liberties and properties therefere depend, at 
© leaſt, as much upon the officers of our army, 
© as they can do upon our judges. By expe- 
rience we know. how precarious our liberties 
and properties were, whilſt por Jags de- 
«© pended upon the arbitrary will of miniſters ; 
can we expect they will be ſecure, as long as 
the officers of our army are ſubje& to the ſame 
© ſort of mean and ſlaviſh dependance? By the 
act of ſettlement we took care to prevent, for 
© the future, our judges from being under uy 
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© ſuch dependance, by enacting that their com- 
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miſſions ſhould be quam din ſe bene geſſerint, 


and that their falaries ſhould be eſtabliſhed ; 
and, if we muſt for ever hereafter keep up a 


certain number of regular troops, which I ſhall 
always call a ſtanding army, I think it is abſo- 


lutely neceſſary for us to make the ſame regula- 


tion with reſpect to the officers of that army. 
This, I fay, my Lords, is abſolutely neceſſary 


for the preſervation of our liberties and proper- 
ties; and, if ever we do make ſuch a regula- 
tion, I hope it will be made in ſuch a manner, 


as to put it out of the power of our judges to 


weaken it, -by any interpretation they can put 


upon it; for as they have, by their interpreta- 


tion, rendered their own commiſſions more pre- 
carious than the law, I am convinced, deſigned 
them, we can hardly expect they will ſhew 
a greater regard for the commiſſions of the offi- 


cers of our army. | 


_ © Whilſt the commiſſion of every officer of our 
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6 


the only enquiry would be, whether ſuch a 


army, lies at the mercy of an ambitious Prince 


or guilty mimfter, and how many Princes can 
be ſaid not to be ambitious,' how many miniſters 


can be faid to be innocent? I fay, my Lords, 
- whilft this is the caſe, we are expoſed to the 
danger of having our liberties and properties 


taken from us, not only againſt law, but ac- 
cording to law-; for as there are now, as there 
always muſt be a great many officers in both 


: houſes of Parliament, we can hardly expect 
that they will all either think or vote freely, 


when they know, that the loſs of their com- 
miſſions muſt be the conſequence of their think- 


ing, or voting, contrary to the ſentiments of 


the prime miniſter. If this were the caſe, I 
believe few of them would make an enquiry 
about the right or the wrong of any queſtion ; 


* Lord, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738, 
Lord, or ſuch a member, ſeemed to approve 
of it; and the Prince or miniſter would always 
take care to have a proper beacon in each houſe 
of Parliament, for directing his officers how to 
avoid thoſe ſhoals, upon which their commiſ- 
fions might be ſhip-wreck'd ; by which means 


a guilty and rapacious miniſter might ride tri- 


umphant over our liberties and properties, or an 
ambitious Prince might get ſuch laws paſſed, as 
would render both precarious. 
« I muſt, upon this occaſion, my Lords, f in 
a particular manner, recommend the caſe of 
our officers to the conſideration of the reverend 
Bench. None of them, I am ſure, would vote 
inſt their conſcience for any conſideration; 
but, I hope, they will conſider what difficulties 


A reverend Prelate would labour under, if it 
were in the power of a miniſter to ſtrip him of 


his temporalities, in caſe he ſhould, upon any 
occaſion, take upon him to differ. in opinion. 


from the miniſter,” and vote according to his 
own conſcience. . Thank God! the Prelates of 


our church are, by the law as it now: ſtands, 

ſecured againſt being brought under ſuch diff. 
culties; and if they were not, I am perſuaded, 

they would, in ſuch a caſe, deſpiſe every earth- 
ly conſideration; but, the officers of our army 
are, and always muſt be, but laymen; and 
therefore, they can never pretend to have ſuch 
a contempt for the vanities of this world. | 
The antient military force of this kingdom, 
my Lords, conſiſted in the bravery and diſci- 
pline of our men in general, and the officers of 
our armies were ſuch as neither depended upon 
the crown for their ſupport, nor for their com- 
mands in the army. They were generally ſuch 
as held their commands by their tenures, or 
ſuch as were choſen by their reſpective counties. 
The chief PE only belonged to the King, 
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and even in that, he was always obliged to 


depute ſome perſon, who was not only a man 


of great fortune, but of a good character in his 
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the act, and continued upon 


country; for, our armies, in thoſe days, would 
not have ſubmitted to the command of a man, 


who was ſuſpected of being the mere tool of a 


court, It was by ſuch armies that we defended 
ourſelves againſt foreign invaſions: It was by 


court favourites, and thereby preſerved our liber- 


ties. What we now call our militia, under the 
command of the King's lieutenants, is but a late 


invention; which was never authorized by Par- 


liament till after the Reſtoration, when every 
thing, that could any way be pretended to as a 
prerogative of the crown, was agreed to and 
confirmed by Parliament. | | 

Our militia was then, *tis true, my Lords, 
put under the abſolute direction of the crown, 
but at the ſame time, it was put under ſuch re- 
gulations, as have made it as uſeleſs as it is 
harmleſs ; which really ſeems to have been the 
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deſign of ſome of thoſe who were the contrivers 


of that ſcheme : They ſeem to have foreſeen, 
that the militia they were then about to eſta- 
bliſh, would be uſeleſs, and therefore, the iſles 
of Purbeck and Wight, which are the places 
moſt expoſed to invaſions, were excepted out of 
their antient foot- 
ing. Whether the eſtabliſhing our militia in 
ſuch a manner, as to render it uſeleſs, was con- 
trived by the court, with a defign to make 
ſtanding armies neceſſary, or if it was contrived 
by the true lovers of liberty, becauſe they could 
not ſtem the torrent, which was then ſo ſtrong, 
for granting the King an abſolute power over 


the militia, I ſhall not pretend to determine; 


but this I will pretend to foretel, that if the 
whole military force we provide for our defence 
5 Þ * againſt 
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againſt invaſions and inſurrections, be put under 
an abſolute ſubjection to court favourites, they 


s 
6 
may for ſome time defend us againſt invaſions 
8 
6 
6 


and inſurrections, but we cannot expect that 
they, who are themſelves ſlaves, will defend 


+ our liberties againſt the incroachments that may 
6 


hereafter be made upon them by miniſters and 
court favourites. For this reaſon, if a ſtanding 
army be now the only military force we can 


o 


+ truſt to, and therefore a ſort of military force 


a 
5 
* which muſt always hereafter be kept ſubſiſting, 
s we ought to make it as independent as that mi- 
6 litary force was, which for many ages was the 
* bulwark of our liberties and properties, againſt 
+ domeſtick as well as foreign invaders. . 
But J am far from thinking, my Lords, that 
it is neceſſary for us to keep a ſtanding army 
always in pay, or that we can contrive no mili- 
tary force, upon which we may depend for pre- 
ſerving us from invaſions and inſurrections. It 
is the keeping up of ſuch an army that has 
made the diſuſe of arms, and neglect of mili- 
tary diſcipline, ſo general among our people. 
While you keep up ſuch an army, it will be the 
buſineſs of courtiers, and of all thoſe concerned 
in the army, to prevent the people's providing 
_ themſelves; with arms, or breeding themſelves 
up to military diſcipline 5 whereas, if you diſ- 


band your army, or a great part of it, not only 


+: our courtiers, but all thoſe gentlemen, who are 
now concerned in the army, will be forced to 


join in ſuch meaſures, as may be effectual for 


encouraging all the men in the kingdom, or at 


+. leaſt» all freeholders, farmers, and ſubſtantial 
* merchants'and- tradeſmen, to provide themſelves 
+ with arms, and to breed themſelves up to 

tary diſcipline. It is, in my opinion, not at 
5. all impoſſible, to make it as infamous for a man 


t pe unproyided with arms, or unacquainted 


+ with 


_ «© with military diſcipline, as it is now for a gen- 
< tleman to get the character of a notorious 
coward : Nor would this interrupt or diminiſh 
the labour and induſtry of any man in the 
kingdom ; for even the moſt induſtrious might 
make themſelves thoroughly acquainted” with 
the uſe of arms, and with military diſcipline, 
if they would but ſpend one half of that time 
in military exerciſes; "which they now throw 
away in idle and effeminate, or expenſive and 
criminal diverſions; and this method of paſſing 
away our leiſure hours, might eaſily be intro- 
duced even among the vulgar, if our courtiers 
and men in authority ſhould once begin to 
make this their practice, and that practice 
ſhould be followed, as it certainly would, by 
all the nobility and gentry of the kingdom. 
This cuſtom or faſhion, my Lords, might 
be regulated, and even enforced, by proper 
laws for that purpoſe; and by ſuch methods 
the whole militia of the kingdom might, in a 
few years, be made as good ſoldiers, as any 
regular mercenary troops that had never been 
in action; for even a regular army kept in 
continual pay, after a peace of twenty or thir- 
ty years ſtanding, are properly nothing but a 
well diſciplined militia; and upon the firſt 
rencounter will generally be found inferior to 
veteran troops, Who have been bred to action, 
and inured to danger; but it has always been 
found, that, after a little experience, a well 
diſciplined militia become more reſolute and 
obſtinate than mercenary troops, and for this 
reaſon they have always at laſt come off con- 
querors, as appears from the hiſtories of all 
wars that have e on between militia 
of one fide, and mercenary troops of the 
* other, The Greciaus carried on their wars a- 
f ganſt Perſia, by means of their militia; and at 


elan 


= 


OSD £876 _6::0 , Kg 


6 
- 
c 
c 
6 
0 
0 
6 
6 
c 
[4 
c 
c 
c 
c 
$ 
6 
* 


r 


888 = \ =; 
FT : SS: F 
a 0 to mote Fo te ear 1 2 
1 4 Ry * 6 es __ 


—— 


laſt beat the numerous mercenary armies, and 
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ſubdued the vaſt empire, of Per/ia: The Ro. 
mans carried on their wars againſt Carthage, by 
means of their militia; and at laſt beat the 
- mercenaty armies of Carthage, and deſtroyed 
that rich and populous city. But when the 
Romans, in order to ſupport the arbitrary 
power of their Emperors, began to put their 
© whole truſt in mercenary armies, their military 
glory ſoon began to decline; and at laſt the 
* Goths and Vandals, and other northern nations, 


by means of their militia, drove before them 


the mercenary armies of Rome, and made that 
5 proud city ſubmit to the yoke, which ſhe had, 
in former times, by the ſame means, put upon 
a great part of the worle. | 
From hence I muſt conclude, my Lords, 


that if ever the militia of one country proves 
inferior to the regular mercenary troops of 
another, it muſt proceed from ſome neglect 


* of military diſcipline and exerciſes in the 


former, and not from the nature of things. 


It is to a neglect of this kind, that we ought 
© chiefly to impute the great ſucceſs Hannibal at 
« firſt met with in Itahy; for the beſt Roman 
* hiſtorian takes notice, that their affairs were 
© never in à more ſlothful and effeminate con- 
dition, than they were at the beginning 
© of the ſecond: Punick war; and to the ſame 
* ſort of neglect we ought to impute the 
© ſuperiority, which regular mercenary troops 
are now found to have over the militia 


_ © of every country in Europe; becauſe, in all 


countries, where regular troops are kept in 
continual pay, the people will neglect to 
breed themſelves up to arms and military 


diſcipline; and the government, eſpecially if 


it be a monarchy, will indyſtriouſly propa- 
gate that negleft. Therefore, the neglect 


of 
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/ 
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« of military Alpha among our people, in 
0 


< this country, is 


o far from being an argument 


for keeping up our army, that it is a ſtrong ar- 
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« gument for diſbanding it, and for our applying 


ourſelves ſeriouſly towards reviving that war- 
like ſpirit among aur people in general, which 
was in former ages not only our defence but our 
glory. How this is to be done, I ſhall not 
now pretend to determine; but ſeveral methods 
might be contrived for this purpoſe. We had 
formerly a court of chivalry, - which, as the 
learned . Cook obſerves, had cogniſance of all 
matters relating to arms or war. I do not 
know, but that the reviving of that court, and 
putting it under proper regulations, might con- 
tribute to the reviving of that martial ſpirit, 
which formerly prevailed among our people in 


general. Or, inſtead of the bill now before us, 


which regards only our ſtanding army, we 
might have ſome ſort of martial law to take 
place at certain times, or upon certain occaſions, 


and at thoſe times, or upon thoſe occaſions, to 


comprehend all the men in the kingdom fit to 
bear arms. Theſe, or ſome ſuch regulations, 


might in a ſhort time make our militia as good as 


regular troops; but without example, no laws or 


regulations can ever be effectual; and thoſe in au- 


thority will never ſet an example, as long as they 


have ſuch an army as we have at preſent to truſt to. 


If all the men in the kingdom, or the great- 
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eſt part of thoſe who are fit for ſervice, were 


as well diſciplined, or but near as well diſcipli- 
ned, and as well provided with arms, as our 
regular troops now are, it muſt be granted, my 


Lords, that ſuch a. kind of military force, 


£ " 


would be a better ſecurity againſt invaſions and 


inſurrections, as long as our government -preſer- 
ved the affections of the people, than any regular 


army we can keep up; and the aſſiſtance of our 


* militia, 
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© militia; would then be as effectual for enabling 


< the civil magiſtrate to execute any laws that 
< ought to be made, as the aſſiſtance of regular 
troops can be ſuppoſed to be; for even with re- 
ſpect to regular troops, if their commanding 
officer ſhould order them to do what was diſ- 
< agreeable to a great majority of them, it would 
© probably-occafion a mutiny ; the only difference 
therefore is, that where laws are to be executed 
by the militia, the government muſt take care 
© to enact no laws, but ſuch as are agreeable to 
© the majority of the people; but where the laws 
< are to be executed by a regular mercenary ar- 
< my, and the people' rendered effeminate and 
< difarmed, for that purpoſe, the government has 
< no occafion to confider the inclinations of the 
< people, they conſult only the inclinations of their 
army. It is a ſtrange doctrine in a free country, 
my Lords, to ſay, that becauſe ſome laws have 
© been enacted, or ſome things have been done, 
< that are diſagreeable to the people, therefore a 
numerous ſtanding army ought to be kept up, 
in order to compel the people to ſubmit. This 


is aà doctrine, my Lords, I ſhall never approve 


« of: Even as to the drinking of gin, if it could 
be no way prevented but 2 a ſtanding army, 
I ſhould be for leaving the people in poſſeſſion 
© of that darling liquor, rather than attempt to 
bereave them of it by ſuch means; for in that 
< cafe, an army that could take gin from them, 
could likewiſe, and probably would, take their 
< hberties from them alſo. But this is far from 
being the caſe: Take but proper methods. and 


© every man in the kingdom will aſſiſt you in 
preventing the immoderate uſe of that, or an) 


other ſort of pernicious liquor. The morals and 
< habits of a people, my Lords, are to be cor- 
* reed by wholeſome advice and good example, 
not by ſevere precepts and rigorous puniſn- 
* ments. 


© ments. Let the better ſort refrain from the 
« immoderate uſe of ſpirituous liquors, and the 
< meaner ſort. ſoon will. But, I am afraid you 


have taken the contrary method: You ſeem to 


« indulge. the rich in exceſs, while you puniſh-the 
poor for the moſt mederate uſe; like ſome Ro- 
« miſþ prieſts, who ſell indulgences for the high- 
< eft crimes to thoſe that can purchaſe them, but 
damn the poor for the moſt venial offences. 

If any laws have been made, my Lords, 
© which, by experience, we find, cannot be exe- 
© cuted, without the aſſiſtanre of a numerous 
« ſtanding army, they muſt be altered, and other 
methods taken for accompliſhing that, for 
© which they were intended. Do not let us 
make the people ſlaves, in order to make them 
© ſober : Do not let us ruin the people, for the 
« ſake of compelling them to pay their taxes, or 
© to pay the turnpike-duties, which in ſome pla- 
© ces, I believe, are more neceſſary for the ſup- 
port of luxury than for the convenience of the 
poor. The keeping up of a ſtanding army in 
time of peace is not only expenſive, but has al- 
ways been deemed inconſiſtent with liberty, 
and of the moſt dangerous conſequence, with 
* reſpe& to our preſent eſtabliſhment. Mr. Tren- 
© chard, who, I believe, underſtood the nature 
of government in general, and of our conſtitu- 
tion in particular, as well as any gentleman ever 
did, has left it as his opinion, That the moſt 
* likely way of reſtoring the Pretender, is main- 
* taining @a ſtanding army to keep him out : And 
even that great man, Lord Somers, who is ſup- 
< poſed to have wrote againſt Mr. Trenchard up- 
on that occaſion, and who was, in King Wil- 


« liam's time, one of the chief advocates for a 


* ſtanding army, declares, That any man who 
* would pretend to give a jealouſy of the nation to 
* the King, and ſuggeſt that he could not be ſafe 


* among 
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among them, without he were environ'd with 


guards and troops, ought to be abhorr'd by every 


true Engliſhman, by every man who loves liberty 
and his country. © TE. 
From hence, my Lords, we may Judge, 
what that noble Lord, were he now alive, 
would think of ſome of our preſent. advocates 
for a ſtanding army. I am perſuaded he would 
think they had a greater concern for ſomething 
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'< elſe, than they had, either for the liberties of 


< their country, or for the preſervation of our 
< preſent eſtabliſhment 3 for, if he were now 
alive, I am convinced, he would be now as 
much againſt keeping up a —_— army in 
< time of peace, as he was for it in King Wil. 
© Hlan's time; becauſe, there were then many ar- 
< pguments for it, which do not now ſubſiſt. Our 
army was then compoſed of men who had all 
of them ventured their lives, and many of 
them loſt their blood, in the ſervice of their 
country, ſo that we were in ſome meaſure 
obliged in gratitude to provide for them. There 
was then an ambitious and warlike Prince upon 
the throne of France, one who openly protect- 
ed and ſupported the Pretender to our crown, 
and one who had often ſhewn, that neither his 
< treaties nor promiſes were to be depended on, 
The peace of Europe then viſibly, and I may 
ſay certainly, depended upon the life of a 
Prince, I mean the King of Spain, who was, 
at that time, both old and infirm. And there 
was then a moſt numerous and powerful par- 
ty of profeſſed Facobites in the iſland. 

To all which, my Lords, let me add, that 
© we are now above 30 Millions in debt more than 
we were, at that time, which ought to make 
us more cautious of ſubjecting the nation to any 
« needleſs expence, than we had reaſon to be at 
that time; and, if we have the leaſt TRE 
3 | « for 
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« for the inclinations or ſatisfaction of the peo- 
ple, we ought to be more ſanguine againſt 
« keeping up a ſtanding army by conſent of Par- 
« lament, than any man had reaſon to be, when 
« this cuſtom was firſt introduced. Some laws or 
regulations may, at firſt, appear harſh to the 
people, but if they be either neceſſary or con- 
« yenient, the people will, at laſt, perceive that 
« neceflity or convenience, and will then become 
fond of them. In King William's time, ſome 
« gentlemen might have ſuppoſed, that this would 
© have been the caſe, with reſpect to the parlia- 
: 1 ſort of army, which was then propo- 
« ſed to be kept up; but no ſuch thing can now 
© be ſuppoſed ; for after an experience of forty 
« years, the people, we find, are as much averſe 
to the keeping up of ſuch an army, as they were 
« at the beginning; and an experience of forty 
_ © years is, I think, ſufficient for convincing us, 
that the people will never become fond of 
keeping up a ſtanding army in time of peace: 
They may be forced to ſubmit to it; but that 
force will render them generally diflatisfied, and 
© at laſt diſaffected, which will render the ſecuri- 
ty of our preſent eſtabliſhment inconſiſtent with 
* the ſecurity of our liberties or conſtitution ; for, 
© no nation can be faid to be free, after a ſtand- 
ing army has become neceſſary for keeping the 


— = £ — — - 
7 2 * 7 e ere 1 
2 * 5 P * : 4 * b 1 r W 7 
— « — « . 8 Y a * J « 2 bk ev * — . 2 7 RG. 
"xy © 4 2 * 1 C ® 8 . td or; tgp . o - . * bh. 9 8 2 2 pw” 
= ä — 51 | (Ivy pats EY : n . di Wy abate Wn) bn 1 2 » * N +5 2 — r 
* 63i7! k;??V ere nts ra : r 6 * . — 5 — Ca de- : ** * a + | K 
- DD. = Fw * —— _ 0 — 3 9 Yo > x gs 4 8 © 2 88 
er RIOT . 8 = + 8 . - n 1 | * 
a 8 — 9 3 — me IH wm, = 2 — 


people in ſubjection. I 
Ihe noble Lord was pleaſed to ſay, my Lords, th 
* thar no army could be called a ftanding army, | 1 
* but an army kept up by a ſtanding law. If jars 
* this were the caſe, there never was, I believe, HA 
* a ſtanding army in the world; I am ſure there bit 
is no ſuch army now in Europe; but, every | If 
* one knows, that a certain body of men regular- 11 
ly diſciplined, and kept in pay in time of peace | Bib: 
* as well as war, has always been called a ſtand- 165 
ing army. There is a very remarkable diffe- —_ 
x | | « rence 190 
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rence between a ſtanding law and a ſtanding 
army. A ſtanding law, though it was at 
firſt made perpetual, though it ſhould be obſer- 


ved for ages together, yet it cannot ſay to the 


legiſlature,” Lou ſhall not es! me; but an ar- 
my, though it was never deſigned to be per- 
petual, though it has been 5 up but for a 
{mall number of years, may ſay to us, You 
ſhall not diſband me, if you attempt to do ſo, 
I'll turn you out of doors. We know this by 


experience and: that experience may convince 
us, that an annual parliamentary check, ſuch 


as it is pretended we now have, would be of 
very little ſignification againſt an army ſuffici- 
ent, and that army provided with a General re- 


| ſolved, to make the Parliament do whatever 


he had a mind, Oliver Cromwell, and the ar- 
my under his command, were faithful to that 
Parliament which eſtabliſhed them, as long as 
the Parliament did nothing to diſpleaſe them; 
but as ſoon as the Parliament began to think of 
diſbanding them, they immediately, and with- 
out any garbling, rebelled againſt the Parlia- 
ment, and at laſt turned it out of doors. And 
with a part of the ſame army, we may remem- 
ber, that General Monk, in a few months, and 
with but very little garbling, diſſolved the rump 
Parliament, by whoſe authority he at firſt pre- 
tended to act, and reſtored King Charles II. 

From theſe examples we may conclude, my 
Lords, that it would be no very difficult mat- 


ter for an ambitious and artful Prince, with 
ſuch a numerous army as we have at preſent, 


to overturn our conſtitution, by means of his 
army, before the Parliament could interpoſe 
that annual check, in which we are now taught 
to place ſo great a confidence; and I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that we are in greater danger from an 
ambitious Prince or General at the head of an ar- 
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© my of our own ſubjects, than we can be in, 


from an invaſion ; for ſuch an army, let their 
« defigns be never ſo bad; will always have a 


« great many friends amongſt, and will meet 


with great aſſiſtance from; our own people; 
+ whereas; if a foreign army ſhould invade us, of 
be brought in, with a deſign to ſubdue ub, our 
« people would: join to a man againſt ſuch inva- 


© ders; and while they enjoy their liberties and 
© properties, they would certainly fight with great 


« obſtinacy and reſolution, in defence of thoſe 


« liberties and properties. But if we ſhould be 


2 long ſaddled with a numerous ſtanding army; 
and the people continually dragooned into ſub- 
« miſſion, by means of that army, they will, at 
« laſt, look upon themſelves as ſlaves; and in 
© that caſe, it may be eaſy for an invading enemy 
* to conquer us; for, as the people will then 
5 confider, that they have neither liberty nor pro- 
« perty to loſe, they will think of nothing but of 
| preſerving their lives by ſubmitting to the ene- 
© my; nay, they will probably expect an ad- 


vantage from any change of circumſtances, at 
* laſt, they will think they have got an oppor- 


* tunity for revenging themſelves upon their for- 
mer oppreſſors; and therefore, inſtead of op- 
© poſing, they will join the invader. 


When there are ſo many, and fo great dan- 


* gers to be apprehended from keeping up a ſtand- 
ing army in time of peace; I muſt think the no- 
* ble Lord made a very wrong application of the 
* quotation he made from a celebrated Roman au- 
* thor; for, in my opinion, my Lords, it is ap- 
* plicable only to miniſters and their favourites : 
* If they are the only perſoris that fear nothing 
from a ſtanding army, I am ſure; this houſe 


* and. the, whole nation, have the er reaſon 


* to fear. But now, my Lords, ſuppoſe there 
Vol. XVI. 


* vere no danger to be apprehended from keep- © 


ing 


4. 
hb © Fd { 1 
0 N. 
24.9% * 0 
5 
* peck 


322 


K M R AA M R K M M ee K M W M M nf 


R M K M 6 ' 


K „% Aa M M d A 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
ing up a numerous ſtanding army, and ſuppoſe 
we could contrive no other ſort of military 
force, upon which we could depend for our de- 
fence againſt invaſions or inſurrections, yet it 
muſt be granted, that for the ſake of the ex- 
pence, no greater army ought to be kept up 
than what is neceſſary; therefore we ought to 
agree to the reduction propoſed; for, ſurely, an 
army of 12, ooo men is now as ſufficient for de- 
fending us both againſt invaſions and inſurrec- 
tions, as an army of 7000 was at the end of 
King William's reign; which was the number 
the army was then reduced to in England; 
and if to that number we add the regular 
troops then kept up in Scotland, the whole a- 
mounted not to 10, ooo men; yet, notwith- 
ſtanding the tickliſn ſtate of affairs in Europe 
at the time, this number was found ſo ſuffici- 
ent for protecting the whole iſland, that no 
invaſion or inſurrection was then ſo much as 

* This ſhews how great a miſtake it is to af- 
firm, that every reduction of our army has been 
followed by an intended invaſion or inſurrec- 
tion. My Lords, this is ſo far from being the 
caſe, that every invaſion and inſurrection we 
have lately had, or been threatened with, evi- 
.dently appears to have been the effect of ſome 
 diſcontents, that had been raiſed among our 
people, and thoſe diſcontents have always been 
_ occaſioned by ſome extraordinary, though per- 

haps neceſſary, meaſures, that were taken by 
our government. The deſigned invaſion from 

Dunkirk in the year 1708, proceeded from the 

diſcontents that had been raiſed in Scotland, by 
the Union, which was, the year before, conclu- 
ded between the two nations. The inſurrection 
in 1715 proceeded from the: diſcontents that 
© had been raiſed, by ſome meaſures that * 


taken upon his late Majeſty's acceſſion ; for, I 
© am fully convinced, that, if the advice of a 
noble Lord had been taken, who died foon af- 
< ter, and who was well known to have been a 
© ſincere and à true friend to the illuſtrious Fa- 
< mily now upon our throne; I ſay, if his advice 


had been taken, if healing meaſures had been 
« purſued, and former animoſities forgot, upon 
© his late Majeſty's acceſſion, I am convinced, no 


« ſuch thing as an inſurrection would have been 


« ſo much as attempted ;ibut other counſels pre- 


vailed, we know who were the authors of thoſe 
t counſels, they were certainly the moſt juſt and 
the moſt neceſſary, but they raĩſed ſuch diſcon- 


« tents as made it eaſy for ſeditious men to ſpirit 
© ſome of our people up to rebellion. The de- 
« ſigned invaſion from Spain in 1718, proceeded 


from the difcontents that were then ſtill reign- 
ing among our people: And the plot, or de- 
ſigned inſurrection, in the year 1721, proceed- 
© ed from the diſcontents that had been occaſion- 
ed by the misfortunes and miſmanagements in 
© the execution of the Souib-Sea ſcheme, in the 
«© pen ee e e e ot hot: 
Thus it appears, 
ſion and inſurrection we have lately been threat- 
ned with, proceeded from the diſcontents, that 
had been raiſed among the people; and if the 
keeping up of a greater number of regular for- 
* ces, than 1s apparently neceſſary, may raiſe diſ- 
contents among the people, as, I think, it ne- 
* ceſlarily muſt, we may conclude, that, with 
© reſpect to invaſions or inſurrections, - inſtead of 
* being'an antidote, it will always be a provoca- 
tive. Now, as an army of 7000, or, if you 
© pleaſe 10,000 mefiʒ has by experience appeared 
to be ſufficient for preventing invaſions and in- 
ſurrections, at a time we were in as great dan- 
ger as we can ever be ſuppoſed to be in, unleſs 


7 


my Lords, that every inva- 
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* when they are actually threatned, and prepara- 
tions making for that purpoſe, every impartial 


man muſt conclude, that an army of 18, ooo is 
a much greater number than is neceſſary at pre- 
ſent; eyery man that judges ſo, mult of courſe. 
beedme diſcontented; and therefore, not only 


for the ſake of the expence, but even for the 
ſake of our future ſecurity, againſt being threat- 
© ned with any invaſion or inſurrection, we ought 
tg make, atleaſt, the reduction propoſed. . 

Jam, indeed, of opinion, my Lords, that 


12,000 is rather too great a number. Even 


* ſuch a number may be of dangerous conſe- 
« quence to our liberties, if ever we ſhould hap- 
pen to have an ambitious and artful Prince up- 
on our throne: Nay, if our militia; were pro- 
perly regulated and diſeiplined, I ſhould be a- 
gainſt keeping up half the number; for Gene- 
ral. Monk, with leſs than half the number, over- 
turned the government then eſtabliſned, and 
reſtored King Charles II. and in that King's 
reign, ſome people, wWe know, were of opinion, 
that leſs than half the number would be ſuffi- 
« cient for eſtabliſhing arbitrary power, as appears 
from a famous ſcheme, privately, tis aid, of. 
fered to him, for bridling the power of Parlia- 
ments, for loading the nation with exciſes, and 
for doing a great many other fine things, men- 
tioned at large in that ſcheme. But, my Lords, 
© to make too great à reduction at once, might 
be attended with many inconveniencies, and 
perhaps with danger; therefore, I think, the 
noble Lord was right in his motion: I think a 
reduction of 6000 is the greateſt we ought to 
* make at once; but it is not from thence to be 
+ inferred, that he, or any one that has ſeconded 
his motion, is of opinion, that no farther re- 
* duction ought ever to be made; for I do not 
think our conſtitution and liberties will ever be 

1 e ne e 
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« abſolutely ſafe; until we return to our antient 
method, of making military exerciſes the di- 


« verſion and amuſement of all ranks of men, 


and of making it the cuſtom or faſhion for all 
our layinen at leaſt, to breed themſelves up to 
arms and military diſcipline; and if we can ac- 
+ compliſh this, I believe, it will be granted, we 
« would then have no occaſion for a ſtanding ar- 
my, or for keeping a greater number of regu- 
lar troops in continual pay, than was neceſſary 
for the grandeur and perſonal ſafety of our King 
and Royal Family.? | + 


Tue laſt that ſpoke in this debate, was the Lord 


Chancellor, who ſpoke in ſubſtance thus. 


My Lords, AE 

In this debate, I think, it has been granted, 
on all ſides, that when there are great diſcon- 
tents among the people, we are expoſed to the 
danger both of invaſions and inſurrections; and 
it has likewiſe been granted, that there are at 
preſent great diſcontents among the people of 
this natzon ; therefore it muſt; I think, be grant- 
ed, that we are now in great danger, not only 
of inſurrections, but of invaſions; and no Lord 
who has ſpoke in this debate, has pretended to 
ſay, that we ought not to keep up an army, or 
that we ought to reduce. our army, when we 
are in real and immediate danger. But,. ſay 
ſome Lords, all the diſcontents we now com- 
plain of, proceed from your keeping up fuch a 
numerous army: Diſband but your army, ſay 
they, or a great part of it, and the people will 
be ſatisfied. This, in my opinion, my Lords, 
would be like a man's throwing away his arms, 
in order to be reconciled with his enemy; which, 
* I am ſure, no man of courage or prudence 
* would do: If a man has any true courage, or 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
common prudence, he will firſt endeavour at a 
reconcilement; and when he is well affured; 
that his enemy is ſincerely reconciled with him, 

he will then lay aſide his arms, becauſe he can- 
not then have an immediate uſe for them. 
My Lords, if we were certain, that all our 


Fn 


© preſent diſcontents proceeded from our keeping 


< up anarmy, and that all thoſe that now appear 
< diſcontented, would be ſatisfied, and would be 
< ſincerely reconciled with, and obedient to, our 
* government for the future, I ſhould readily a- 
< gree to the reduction propoſed : But the contra- 


© ry, I think, is manifeſt. It is not from our 


© Keeping up an army that our preſent diſcontents 


© proceed: It is not with our government only, 


< but with our whole legiſlature, that the meaner 
< ſort of people appear diſſatisfied. The greateſt 
< diſcontents that have appeared, the moſt fre- 
« quent riots that have happened, have been oc- 
< caſioned by an act of the whole legiſlature, and 
one of the beſt acts that was ever made, one 
of the moſt neceſſary for preſerving both the 
health and morals of the people. Our diſcon- 
* tents and riots occaſioned by the ereCting of 
turnpikes are of the ſame nature: They do not 
proceed from any meaſures taken by the go- 
vernment only; but from meaſures that have 
< been approved of by the whole legiſlature. In 
5 both theſe caſes, the diſcontents and riots that 
have happened, or may happen, muſt be allow- 
ed to proceed from meaſures that were propoſed 
by thoſe, who could have nothing in view but 
the happineſs and convenience of the people; 
* and what they propoſed have met with the ap- 
+ probation, not only of our legiſlature, but of 
ball the better ſort of people in the kingdom: 
It is only among the very dregs of our people, 
* that theſe diſcontents, and this ſpirit of mob- 
bing and rioting prevail; and, if you allow the 
. | © dre 
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dregs of your people to preſcribe to, or con- 
troul, the legiſlative authority of the kingdom, 


in oppoſition to what is approved of by all 


thoſe of a ſuperior rank, not only our preſent 
eſtabliſhment, but government itſelf muſt be at 
an end: Anarchy and confuſion muſt enſue, 


© and from that anarchy, as has been once our 
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fate already, one of the worſt ſort of tyrannies 
will certainly ſpring up. . 
Thus, I think, my Lords, I have ſhewn, 
that the diſſatisfaction that now prevails chiefly 
among our 'meaner ſort of people, does not 
proceed from our keeping up a numerous ar- 
my; and none of thoſe diſcontents which pro- 
ceed from diſaffection, diſappointment, malice, 
envy, Or reſentment, can, with the leaſt ſhadow 
of juſtice, be attributed to our keeping any 
number of regular troops in pay. Theſe diſ- 
contents, *tis true, may all of them be height- 
ned by the army we keep up at preſent : But 
how are they heightned, my Lords? The diſ- 
affected are angry with our army; becauſe, by 
means of our army, our government is enabled 
to prevent its being in their power to overturn 
our religion and conſtitution, by introducing 
popery 'and ſlavery. The ſeditious are angry. 
with the army, becauſe, by means of the army, 
our government is enabled to prevent its being 
in their: power, to ſpread war, bloodſhed, and 
deſolation, over the face of their country; and 
the looſe and abandoned are angry with our ar- 
my, becauſe, by means of our army, our go- 


vernment is enabled to prevent its being in their 
power, to come eaſily at thoſe pernicious li- 


quors, which give a new ſpring to all their 
vicious appetites, and which make it eaſy for 
them to draw multitudes into the ſame lewd 
and debauched courſe of life. If our army, or 
a great part of it, were diſbanded, can we ex- 
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pect that either of theſe ſorts of diſcontented 


people, would be ſincerely reconciled to the 
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< preſent eſtabliſhment and laws of their country? 
Can we expect that either of them would be- 


come quiet and peaceable ſubjects? No, my 


Lords: They would all think they had got an 


1 for accompliſhing their reſpeCtive 

| te deſigns: They would poo Y join 
together, as the Triumvirate did at Rome, in 
endeavouring to deſtroy every man of religion 
or virtue in the country; and what might be 


the conſequence, I dread to think on. 


I ſhall never therefore, my Lords, be for diſ- 
banding or reducing our army, as long as this 
ſpirit he diſaffection, ſedition, and diſſoluteneſs, 
preyails among our people. It is this ſpirit that 
makes the keeping up of our army neceſſary. 
It is this ſpirit that now makes a greater army 
neceſſary, than in King William's reign; for 
though there was then perhaps as much diſat- 
fection as at preſent, there was little or no ſpi- 


rit of ſedition among any, and much leſs was 


there a ſpirit of diſſoluteneſs and immorality 
among the meaner ſort of our people. We had 
nag to guard againſt but the attempts 
of the Jacobites; and though there was then 
a greater number of open profeſſed. Jacobites 
than now, yet. their attempts were leſs danger- 
ous, becauſe they avowed their principles; 
whereas, many of our modern Jacobites have 
learned to diſguiſe themſelves, by aſſuming 


the character of loyers of liberty, and admirers 


of our antient conſtitution. They then made 
their attacks openly, but now they approach by 
the ſap, or endeavour to corrupt the gariſon; 
which 1s one reaſon for ſhewing, that we now 
ſtand in need of a greater body of well diſci- 
plined troops, to defend us againſt the attempts, 
even of the Jacobites, than we did in King 
a N e * J/illiam's 
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William's time. But there is another, my Lords, 

« which, with me, is ſtill of more weight: In 

King William's time, the violences and oppteſ- 

+ ſions of the late King James's reign were treſh 

in every man's memory: The danger to which 
_ © our religion, our liberties, and our properties, 

+ had been expoſed, was what every man then 
knew by his own experience. Theſe things are 
now generally known by herefay only; and 
therefore, we cannot expect that our people 
* would now be ſo unanimous, or ſo zealous, in 
« oppoling the attempts of the Jacobites, as they 
+ would have been in King William's time. Be- 
ſides, the late King James was then alive; and 
therefore no attempts could be made, but in 
« favour of the very man who had oppreſſed us; 
5 
; 
p 
$ 
. 
6 


and who, by his blind bigotry, had brought us 
to the brink of deſtruction; whereas now the 
perſon. is changed, and from a new perſon, the 
thoughtleſs part of our people may be deluded 
into the expectation of a new ſort of conduct. 
For this reaſon, we cannot now expect that any 
but the prudent and thoughtful will be unani- 
mous and zealous againſt all fuch attempts; 
and they may be overpowered, if they are not 
ſupported by a ſufficient regular army. 
* But ſuppoſe, my Lords, we had nothing to 
tear from any party amongſt ourſelves, or from 
any diſcontents now ſubſiſting among our own 
people, yet, I ſhould be far from thinking the 
preſent a proper time for reducing our army. 
We are not now, tis true, in actual war with 
any potentate in Europe; but there is, I think, 
ſome reaſon to ſuſpect we are upon the brink _ 
of it. As I am one of thoſe who have a good 
opinion of the wiſdom of our preſent adminiſ- 
tration, I believe they will avoid a war, if poſ- 
* ible; becauſe it is againſt the intereſt of this 
nation to make conqueſts, and therefore, againſt 
d * 
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our intereſt to enter into a war, if it can be a- 
voided with honour; but, the behaviour of the 
Spaniards towards us has of late been of ſuch a 
nature, that we muſt inſiſt upon fatisfaction; 
and though the court of Spain has not yet deni- 
ed it, yet we know, that a proper ſatisfacton is 
hard to be obtained from any nation; and con- 
« ſidering the natural haughtineſs of the Spaniards, 
I believe, it will be found to be as hard to ob- 
< tain a proper ſatisfaction from that nation as 
from any other; therefore, though we have till 
hopes of being able to obtain redreſs in a peace- 
able way, I think it would be wrong in us to 
diveſt ourſelves of thoſe, or any of thoſe means, 
which are neceſſary for obtaining it by force of 
arms. This, I think, would be our caſe, ſhould 
we agree to the reduction propoſed; for we 
could not then, in my opinion, ſpare to fend 
one man of our regular troops out of the king- 
dom; and, I believe, every one will grant, that 
in caſe of a war with Spain, it would be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to ſend ſome land forces along 
vith any ſquadron ſent to infeſt their coaſts. 
Without ſuch a land force our navy could not 
do them great prejudice; and therefore, the 
ſending ſuch a land force would be the only 
effectual way we could take for procuring a 
« ſpeedy. compliance with our juſt demands. A 
reduction of our army would therefore be a vaſt 
< diſadvantage to us, in caſe our preſent differen- 
ces with Spain ſhould, at laſt, come to an open 
rupture; and, if it be our intereſt to obtain re- 
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dreſs without coming to an open rupture, as [ 

think it is, it is rather our buſineſs to augment 

than diminiſh our regular troops; for the court 

of Spain will certainly be the more pliable, the 

more they are convinced of our being in a rea- 

dineſs to revenge the injuries we have met mw 
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As to the regulations our army is now under, 
I do not ſee, my Lords, what relation they can 
« have to the preſent queſtion; and therefore, I 
do not think it neceſſary, to take much notice 
of what has been ſaid upon that ſubject. Only 
J muſt obſerve, that ever ſince we have had 

« ſuch a thing as a regular army, it has always 
been under the ſame regulations. Under theſe 
regulations, it has procured us ſecurity at home 
and glory abroad; and hitherto we have not 
found the leaſt inconvenience from any of theſe 
regulations; which are circumſtances that can- 
not, I think, afford ſo much as one good argu- 
ment for a change; but, on the contrary, fur- 
niſh us with one of the beſt arguments that 
can be made uſe of againſt admitting any 
change. The officers commiſſipns muſt always 
* be, in my opinion, at the King's abſolute diſ- 
* poſal; for, it is neceſſary, both for the ſupport 
of our government, and for preſerving regulari- 
* ty and diſcipline in the army, to give the King 
a greater power over the officers of our army 
than he has over our judges or clergy. There 
are many little pieces of oppreſſion and injuſ- 
tice, which officers and ſoldiers might be guilty 
of, in their quarters and otherwiſe, which it is 
* impoſſible to puniſh or provide againſt, by any 
* human laws civil or military. There are many 

little pieces of neglect or miſbehaviour in duty, 
which it is jmpoſſible to prevent by any law, 
or to puniſh even by a court martial. There 1s 
no way of tying officers down to that behaviour, 
* diligence, and regularity, which is neceſſary, 
both for the quiet of the people, and the per- 
* fection of military diſcipline, but by making 
the preſervation of their commiſſions, as well 
as their preferment in the army, depend upon 
the whole tenor of their conduct and behaviour; 
* and, there is no way of doing this, but by leav- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1748, 
ing it entirely in the King's power to determine, 
by the advice of his Generals and fupetor offi- 
cers, what gentlemen deſerve to be preferred, 
and what officers ought to be caſhiered. | 
I am fully convinced, my Lords, that the 
giving our officers a legal title to their com- 
miſſions during life, or even eſtabliſhing it as a 
rule, that no officer could be turned out of his 
commiſſion but by a court martial; would be 
the cauſe of great oppreſſion upon the people, 
and would put an end to all regularity and diſ- 
cipline in the army; and, I cannot but admire, 
that thoſe who, for ſome years, have pretended 
to think an annual army ſo dangerous to the li- 
berties of the people, ſhould ever be for eſta- 
bliſhing an army for life, which would probably 
be the cafe, if the commiſſions of our officers | 
were all declared, by law, to be for life. I ſhall 
. readily grant, that this would take off a great 
deal of their dependence upon the crown, and 
might, perhaps, make it more difficult for a 
' miniſter to have any undue influence, either in 
Parliament or at elections; but it would, I am 
afraid, render our army ſo mutinous, and would 
make it ſo difficult and tedious to get any offi- 
cer diſmiſſed, that the army would, I believe, 
in a ſhort time, begin to preſcribe laws both to 
the Crown, and to the Parliament. 
' © I mwft beg pardon, my Lords, for having 
* ſaid ſo much upon that ſubject, which, I think, 
no way relates to the queſtion now before us. 
The only queſtion now under our conſideration 
is, whether we ought to reduce our army from 
* 18,000 to 12,000 men. Upon this queſtion, 
© as well as in all other affairs that come before 
© us, every member ought to determine from his 
* own knowledge, and by his own judgment; 
© and, as moſt of the members now preſent, 
«© were laſt feſſion of Parliament of br that 
8 N 18.000 
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A. 1738, DEBATES. 
* 18,000 men were neceſſary for our defence laſt, © 
e year, I hape they will, in this ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment, be of the ſame opinion, with. reſpect to 


the enſuing year; for I can ſee no pretence for 
thinking our danger f om invaſions or inſurrec- 


tions leſs than it was laſt year; and as we have 


kept up the ſame number for ſeveral years paſt, 
« without being ſenſible of the leaſt inconveni- 
« ence, as we have all along enjoyed, by that 
means, à perfect tranquillity, I cannot be for 
giving up à ſecurity, which, by experience, we. 
« have found to be certain, on account of any 
© pretended danger, which as yet can be called 


nothing but imaginary- 


At jaſt the queſtion was put upon the motion, 
and carried in the negative, 35 contents, 99 not 


The ſame petitions having been preſented to ee 
the houſe of Lor ds againſt the Spaniſh depreda- 3 
tions, that had been preſented to the houſe of g Spe- 
Commons, their \Lordſhips likewiſe. took that % depreas- 
affair into their conſideration, in a committee ofß 

the whole houſe, the Lord Delawar being chair- 

man; and after the neceſſary examinations were 

over,” the Earl of Cholmondley ſtood up, and 
ſpoke to the following effect: OS EONS EY 


© Your Lordſhips are, no doubt, fully apprized Far of Cb. 
of the important reaſons for which you are this eb. 


day ſummon'd to attend, and of the neceſſity 


: © which. our duty and honour lay us under, to 


teſtify on this occaſion our reſentment of the 
* inſults. offer'd to the dignity of the crown, and 
* the injuries done to our plunder' d merchants; 
* I beg leave therefore, without any introduction, 
to enter into an explanation of ſuch particulars 


| © as, I think, ought to ſerve as the foundation of 


3 „1 


LEM. 


« ſome reſolutions, which I ſhall take the liberty 


to lay before your Lordſhips, and to which 
« I humbly hope your Lordſhips will concur. 

My Lords, I ſhall divide what I have to ſay 
on this head into three parts, each part relating 


to one of the ſaid reſolutions ; and I hope your | 


Lordſhips will favour me with your indulgence. 
If, after having communicated my ſentiments 


to your Lordſhips, any Lord ſhall think fit to 


< lay before you another ſet of reſolutions, or to 
make objections, or offer amendments to mine, 
« I ſhall chearfully concur with what the wiſdom 


© of the houſe ſhall determine. 


That I may proceed with the greater perſpi- 

« cuity, it will Fe neceſſary for A rw 22 
to enter into a diſquiſition of the particular trea- 
* ties upon which our right to navigation in Ane 
© rica is founded; that we may be able to aſcer- 
.< tain the right upon which we claim a free com- 
merce in that part of the world, and have an 
3 opportunity of diſcovering how unjuſtifiable 
_ © theſe pretences are, upon which the Spaniards 
have inſulted our merchants, and invaded ther 

e Prbperty. 

„There is no doubt, my pets; "Ws that the 
< . of nations gave the Spaniards a right to 
a large part of America: Their title was founded 
< upon their right of diſcovery, prior poſſeſſion, 
and conqueſt. But the ambition of that people 


e \ puſt'd them on to claim a right to all America 


l excluſive of other nations; and this right, my 
© Lords, they founded upon a title juſtly difown- 
ed by us, which was that of a grant from the 
01 Pope.” This, my Lords, was the reaſon why 
they oppoſed the "Engliſh in the ſettlements 
e which they made there ſoon after the diſcovery 
of America, and to which we had as good a 
right by the law of nations, as the Spaniards 
« oe, to their ſettlements, — to this it was 
1 © ownfy 
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owing, that, for near a century after the Spa- 
Ad had received this grant from the Pope 


there was a continual war betwixt the Engliſh 


and Spaniards in America, while both powers 

were at peace in Europe, Nor, my Lords, was 

there any treaty, though we made ſeveral during 
that period, betwixt us and Spain, that aſcer- 
« tained the right of commerce and navigation, or 
« fixed the bounds of the ſeveral territories poſ- 
« ſeſſed by the two crowns in America. The firſt 
« treaty, my Lords, that was made for that 
effect, was concluded in the 2oth year of the 
« late King Charles II. the articles of which are 
to be taken diſtributively, ſome of them re- 
« ating to the trade of Europe, and others to 
« that of America. But, my Lords, there is no 
« ſpecification in that treaty, by which any of its 


articles except the eighth can be conſtrued as re- 


* ating” to our commerce, either in Europe or 
« America,” any other way than as the terms of 
the particular articles therein contained agree 
with the ſtipulations which regulate the com- 
merce betwixt the two crowns in Europe. There- 


fore, my Lords, ſome of the articles of that 


« treaty, ſuch as the ſecond, the fourth; and the 
* ſeventh, ſeem - chiefly applicable to the trade 
* betwixt England and Old Spain in Europe: By 


| © the laſt mentioned article it is ſtipulated, 
Wat the ſubjefts of the two crowns ſhall reci- 
* procally paſs freely and ſecurely by ſea, by land, 


* and' by rivers, into the countries, confines, terri- 
* tories, &c. where trading and commerce have 
* hitherto uſed to be; and that they ſball trade, 
* buy, and ſell as freely and ſecurely as the inhabi- 
* tants of the reſpective places, whether of their 


© own nation, or any other, who are there, or who 


come there, or who have liberty to trade there. 
© Theſe words, my Lords, we muſt own, are 
not applicable to the commerce of America, un- 


© leſs 
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less we. can prove that commerce and trading 
x p had been ug'd betwixt the Engliſh and the Spa- 
niardi, and that the natives of England had 
da right to ſettle and to carry an commerce in 
the Spaniſb Meęſt- Indies. But, my Lords, though 
< we ſhould. grant to the Spaniſo miniſter, what is 
contained in his anſwer, to our miniſter's. memo- 

= ral; that this and the other articles, I have 
mentioned, have no regard to the navigation 
and commerce in America; yet the regulations 
to which that crown is oblig d to conform by 
the articles of the ſame treaty, and which are 
evidently calculated for the navigation of Ane. 
rica as well as Europe, give us very juſtifiable 

grounds for inſiſting that the ſubjects ef his Ca · 
< tholick Majeſty, acted in direct violation of that 
treaty ; becauſe their Guarda Cofta's. have arbi- 
* trarily, attack d, ſeized, and: plundered the ſhips 
< and cargoes of many of our merchants. Not 
contented with this, my Lords, they have pro- 

* ceeded to violences that are unjuſtiſiable even 
in a time of actual war between two nations 
This laſt proceeding, my Lords, is a violation 
+ of the law of nature and nations, us the formet 
< is of the particular treaties betwiat the two 
© Crowns, To prove this I. ſhall only. beg leave 
to obſerve, that by the treaty. I have now men- 
tioned, no ſearch of gur ſhips is authorized; 
< at leaft, no ſuch. ſearch. as is practiſed by the 
* Spaniſh Guarda Cofta's, For there is but one 
* that can give the leaſt colour to a ſearch of any 
kind, and in that very article there is a prohibi 
tion that entirely deſtroys all their pretences to 
* ſuch. a ſearch as they inſiſt upon. For, my 
Lords, it is there expreſly ſtipulated; that no 
Guarda Coſta, or ſhip of war belonging to $4! 
« ſhall come within cannon ſhot of an Egli i 
* ſhip, if ſhe meets the latter at ſea, but 7. 
3 | | * (give 
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(give me leave to uſe the words of the treaty) 
c {end their long-boat or pinnace to the Engliſh ſbip 
« with two on three men on board, to whom the 
« maſter or owoner ſhall ſhew his paſſports and ſea- 
letters, whereby-wot only the ſhip's lading, but the 
« place to which ſhe belongs, and as well the maſter's 
and owner's name, as the name of the ſhip may 
« appear, by which means the quality of the ſhip 
© and her maſter or owner will be ſufficiently known, 
| © as alſo the commodities ſbe carries, whether they 
| © be contraband or not ; to the which. paſſperts and 
© ſca-letters entire faith and credit ſhall be given. 
Thus, my Lords, we ſee that by this treaty 
| © there is not the leaſt foundation upon which the 


= © Spaniards can lay their claim to a ſearch in the 


manner by them praiſed. Nay we ſee, that 
© ſuppoſing an Exgliſb ſhip had prohibited goods 
gon boards, yet the maſter of the Spaniſh Guarda 
* Coſta has no right to rummage his hold, or to 
| © ranſack the veſſel; for the fact 1 or 
not having prohibited goods on board, is to be 
© taken = an- mo the Engliſh maſter's 
c paſſes and ſea · letters. My Lords, the authority 
| © of theſe paſiports and ſea-letters; and the proof 
* of their being genuine, muſt depend upon the 
bare word and credit of the maſter of the Eug- 
% veſlel, and after ſuch paſſports and letters 
are produeed and averred by the maſter of the 
* Engliſo ſhip to be genuine, the ſhip is to proceed 
* unmoleſted on her voyage, becauſe, as your 
© Lordſhips ſee, by the latter part of this article, 
* entire credit and faith ſball be given to ſuch paſſ- 
ports and letters, when produe d. But though 
* by theſe letters and paſſports it ſhould appear 
hat prohibited gov are on board an Eng/ifo 
* ſhip, though it ſhould appear that ſuch a ſhip is 


bound to, or is failing from a port at enmity 
with Spain, and has goods on board that in the 
lenſe preſeribed by the articles of the ſame treaty 


Vol. XVI. 2 are 
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© are to be deem d contraband; yet even theſe 
© circumſtances can never juſtify the confiſcation 
of the whole ſhip and cargo, much leſs any 
© abuſe of the officers and crew of ſuch a ſhip, 
or forcing them into a. Jong and diſmal cap- 
© tivity z becauſe, by the 15th article of the ſame 
© treaty, theſe probibited goods any are to be n 
and confiſcated, and not the other goods; neither 
5 ſhall the delinquent incur any other puniſoment, 
except be car 7 out from the dominions of Spain 
any gold or filver wrought or unwrought. And 
< the 23d article, which fixes the nature of con- 
© traband goods, and to what ſenſe that term 
_ © ſhall be reſtrained, expreſty By fays, that if it ſhall 
appear that ſuch goods are on board an Engliſh 
7% ſhip, fo ſuch goods only ſhall be taken out and conß . 
.* cated; but for this reaſon, the ſhip. and other 
* freed and allow'd commodities which ſhall be found 
. © therein, ſhall in no Ways be either . or con. 
Hſcated. 
From the confideration, my Lords, of theſe 
« articles, we ſee how repugnant the practice of 
the Spaniards, in ſearching and confiſcating our 
© ſhips, is to that treaty concluded betwixt Spain 
<.and us, in the 20th year or King Charles II. and 
14 © from the ſame confer tion it may be fairly in. 
7 «© ferred, that the ſubjects of Great Britain haue 
a right to navigate in thoſe and all other eas 
_ © without being ſubject to any other ſearch, that 
© the viſitation of two or three perſons put on 
- board the pinnace or long-boat of the Spanif 
* ſhip, who Mee a right to know no more about 
I the ſhip's courſe or her cargo, than what the) 
by, * ſt Met from the pers "exhibited by tit 
* captain of the Engliſh ſhip. Their ſeizing 
1 or 'making prize 0! any ſhips belong 
© ing to his Maj voy ſubje ts, for aving 0 
board ſuch of. the "in the ſenk 
« of the faid treaty deem d been. is 13 
© latid 
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lation of the good underſtanding that oupht to 
ſubſiſt betwixt the two crowns. Thus much), 
my Lords, 1 have ſaid from a ſuppoſition; that 
the articles 1 have laft mention'd of this treaty, 


a ys as to that in Europe; though this; my 
« Lords, is a matter which I believe the Spa- 
niards will make great difficulties of admitting, 
« as appears from the F that have paſt be- 
« twixt his Majeſty's an 
« that” head, 1 55 which lie upon our table. But 
. there is one article, which effectually deſtroys 
© any ſuch pretences of the Spaniſh miniſters. 
c The eighth article, my Lords, of the treaty I 
haye ſo often mention'd, grants to the ſubjects 
of England the fame rights, privileges, and im- 
© munities- of commerce and navigation, as were 
N to the ſubjects of the United Provinces 
the treaty of Munſter, which was conclu- 
0 Jed twenty Na before the other treaty which I 
* haye mentioned. So that, my Lords, we have 
© no more to do, even by the confeſſion of the 
© Spaniards themſelves, but to have recourſe to 
« the article of the treaty of Minſter, which re- 
* pulates the commerce betwixt' the ſubje@s of 
the United Provinces, and thoſe of Spain in Ame- 
* rica, By this article, my Lords, we ſhall' find 
* that we have as full and ample right to the na- 
* vigation of. the American ſeas. as has yet been 
© infiſted;.on in an 7 of our memorials, or as has 
been Practiſec cd by thoſe ſhips, which the Spa- 
* niards have Klee vpon and confi cated as Jaws 
ful prizes. a 
But, my Lords, as this treaty wa be: 
| © twixt Spain and England was found liable to 
* many altercations, it was thought neceſſary, by 
the two crowns. three years after, to make a 
more particular treatys which ſhould be entirely 
. confined to. the woos in America, This 
2 2 1 8 


hag - 


the Spaniſh miniſters on 
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« treaty, my Lords, has for its title, A treaty of 
© commerce and navigation fer accommodating dif- 
« ferences, and preventing depredations betwixt the 
© ſubjefts of Great Britain and Spain in America; 
and though not repugnant to, is far more de- 
« finitive and explicit than the treaty concluded 
three years before, which I have ſo often men- 
+ tioned to your Lordſhips. And, my Lords, 
< though, by this latter treaty, we ſeem to have 
given up ſome of the rights of commerce, 
© which it would appear we enjoyed when the 
former treaty was concluded; yet: ſtill, thoſe 
© articles of the former treaty which related in 
< general to our right of commerce and naviga- 
tion upon thoſe ſeas, muſt be underſtood to be 
< fully in force, except in the caſes which are ſpe- 
< cified by the latter treaty, and which muſt be 
* underſtood as relating to the navigation in 
© America, The moſt material difference, my 
Lords, which is betwixt this latter and the for- 
mer treaty, is in the mutual excluſion which 
both crowns have given to their reſpective ſub- 
jects from trading to each other's ports, harbours, 
and dominions; which excluſion, my Lords, 
© is contained in the Sth article of the ſaid trea- 
ty, in theſe. words, That the: ſubjets of the tw 
* contratting powers  fhall,, reſpectively, forbeat 
and abſtain from ſailing to, and trafficking in tht 
 $.. ports and bavens which have fortifications, cf: 
les, or. warehouſes, or in other places poſſeſs d by 
and material difference betwixt theſe two trea- 
© ties, and ſeems to have been concerted by the 
5,, miniſters of the two contracting powers, as the 
only means of putting an end to the number- 
© leſs differences betwixt their reſpective ſuhjects, 
from the nature of the prohibited goods, and 
the indefinite ſenſe of the former treaty. But, 
my Lords, though by this article we 1. 
e le a e Do. 2 : * 


l li j 
- || 
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© barred from failing and trafficking in the Spaniſh | 
*< ſettlements, and they to the Engiy/b ; yet we 

are not debarred from the common rights of na- 

« vigation and commerce upon theſe ſeas, we are 
not debarred from ſailing to the places not poſ- 
ſeſs'd by the Spaniards; far leſs are we debarred 
= < from failing" betwixt Great Britain and any of 

our colonies in America, or from carrying on a 

© free commerce there between one of our on 

* ſettlements and another. This article, my 

Lords, can never be conſtrued as giving to his 

Catholick Majeſty, the ſovereignty of theſe ſeas, 

« excluſive of us and all other nations. This, 

© my Lords, is a ſovereignty which our crown 

bas never yet admitted of, as belonging to the 
crown of Spain, and I dare ſay never will. Yet, 
my Lords; without ſuch a ſovereignty, the 


* F e 8 4 — 
. 


——.— = e : : 
— - '” l — — r 2 > < ; *- 
OE RMP I IG oak eee Soi OI 66 . ——— 
— — i on ðV» oe 


. 
— _ . . . — 1 : * 1 * N * 
N 3 8 e e * n r — err tis ts. ra "oY" r 
ä r e j DO baja Seat => — 2 — — — — — — 2 = * > — — - 
8 on 2 y J * 22 4 MP” — AP TX WC LLI9 * 1 2 = 
: = * A * 18. — ext ITN 4 ST: 
4 — 9 * a 7 3 
* n 0 SY awe - > 2s yas 2 "7 SIS 2» f * r TY” bb — 2 2 IDS CPS p I OE IE iy 5 1 * 
1 . . r 5 " * * 3 Q 2 : ; —— — —— A 1 — — - — — 2 
1 3 - 22 — 3 D 1 d n r · I. Er ——————— ——— —— — — — NN Ee * 6 * — r 222 — WES 25< * 
— 2 2 I * * 22 8 * *” III 2 * — —4 * 
8 — * 
A — 
— — = * N COS EE IEG 
* 8 ————V—w———»»»AA—3Ä1j.. m * . ͥ FFP ‚ R ͥöü POB , r Qů̈mã“—v(ñ e ⁵ i ÄmqR- rn rr * n 9 . 2 


— — 1 —ꝛ— —„— 


r — r 
2 - — * 


| 

' © Spaniards can never have the leaſt pretence for 
- WE © their depredations. But, to prove to your 
1 WY © Lordſbips that aur. crown neither granted ſuch 
aq a fovereignty, nor the crown of Spain inſiſted 
„ upon any ſuch, when this treaty was made, I 
„ © ſhall beg leave to Noun the 1 5th article of 2 | 1 
v © This treaty. ſhall no way Jerognte from my | 

+ a © preheminence,' right, or ſigniory, which either 
e © the one or the other of the contracting parties 
„ have in the ſeas, ſtraits, or freſh waters of Ame 
rica; and that they ſhall have and retain the 
„ ſame in as full and ample a manner as of right 
© ought to belong to them. But be it however 
underſtood, that the freedom of navigation ought 
the not to be interrupted, when there is nothing 


* 


er. committed contrary to ths e and mean- | 1 
as, 5 ( ing of this treaty.” . ba 1 
nd © By this article, my Lande we hee the rights 

ut; of navigation upon theſe ſeas, fo far as they 

de- ; were conſiſtent with the ſtipulations of the trea- 

red ' ty made three years before, and ſo far as they 


Z 3 * were 
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+ PARLIAMENTARY A, 1738, 


* were according to the ſenſe. and meaning of 


the treaty. then made; I ſay; my, Lords, we 
+ ſee theſe rights are confirmed in as full and ex- 
+ plicit a manner as words could make them. 


* But, my Lords, there is ftill a ſtronger proof 


of our rights of navigation on theſe ſeas, and 
© of the injuſtice of the Spaniſb pretenſions, con- 
s. tained in the 1ath. article of this treaty, which 
dis expreſs}d in theſe words: I is alſo agreed, 
© that in caſe. the ſubjedts and inhabitants belonging 
to either f the two allies, and their ſhips, whe- 
* ther, they\ be nen of war er merchant ſhips, 
and ſuch as belong to, private. perſons, ſhould at 
F, any. time be forced by ſtorm, purſuit of pyrates 


: ar enemies, or by any ,other accident whatſoever, 


ie retire aud enter into any of the rivers, creeks, 
$ bays, havens, roads, or ports belonging to ihe 
* other in America, in order to have protection 
+ and refuge, they ſhall be receiv'd and treated 
there with. all mauner of humanity and civility, 
tand have all the protection and aſſiſtance of friends, 
and „ Ze allow'd to refreſh then- 
+. ſelves, and le at liberty to buy provisions and 
t other neceſſaries, whether it be for the ſupport 
. . their. perſons, or fer repairing their ſbips an 
f Lonveniency of their voyage, pag that they ſhall 
n manner of way be retarded or hindered to go 
bene der they-have a mind io do it without am 
+. lett.or moleſtation, Therefore if a maſter of an 
+. Engliſh ſhip. ſhall, under any friyolous pretences, 
continue longer in that harbour than the time 
« preſcnib'd, by the Span governor for his depar: 
ture, the ſaid; goyernor may make lawful prize 
$ of that ſhip. ; This, my Lords, ts an article 
the ſenſe of either 'of the contracting powers 
that the ſhips of either ſhauld be abſolutely 
prohibited from navigating in theſe ſeas, By 


1 


K a _ Xa a 


X A & ũ B&M Nx A _2X_ 


A 1738. DE BAT ES. 


« admitting of the poſſibility that an Zngiiſh veſ— 


ſel may be obliged to put into a Spaniſh port, 
ve may with the greateſt juſtice conclude, that 
there is nothing in that treaty which could ex- 
* tend to a prohibition of the Engliſb ſhips failing 
by, and even within fight of their ſettlements, 
« forts, and harbours.” S0 that, my Lords, the 
prohibition in the eighth article can only relate 
to an actual commerce in their ports and har- 
bours, but not to à Prohibition of the [Engliſh 
« ſhips ſailing, from one of our colonies to ano- 
* ther. The only objection therefore, my Lords, 
that the Spaniards can poſſibly raiſe, muſt be 
founded, not upon à right of navigation, but 


A 


upon a right of poſſeſſion. They may indeed 
pretend that our claim to ſome of our poſſeſ- 
* ſions there is ill founded, and inconſiſtent with 
* their rights; but, my Lords, in anſwer to that, 
we have a poſitive conceſſion from Spain of all 
lands, countries, Sc. which we poſſeſs'd at the 
time of the concluſion of that treaty. The 
words of the ſeventh article. are ſo expreſs to 


+ 


chis purpoſe, that I cannor help reading chem 
to your Lordſhips. Here we ſee it ſtipulated, 
That the King of Great Britain, his heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, ſhall have, hola, keep, and always poſſeſs 
in full right of ſovereignty, figniory, poſſeſſion, and 
* propriety, all the lands, countries, iſlands, colonies, 
© and other plates, be they what they will, bing and 
* ſituate in America, which the” ſaid King of Great 
Britain and his ſubjects now hold and poſſeſs; in- 
* ſomuch that they neither can nor ought hereafter to 
* be conteſted or called in queſtion, upon any ac- 
count, or under any pretence whatſoever. 


* Theſe words, my Lords, I think are ſuffi- 


a 


* 


* cient to remove all objections raiſed by the Spa- 


* niards, as to our poſſeſſions in the province of 


© Fucatan, and the right of cutting logwood in 


© the bay of Champeachy, unleſs they can prove 
© a - i ? 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
8 that we were not in poſſeſſion of any property 
in either of theſe two places when this treaty 
vas concluded, which, my Lords, they. never 
can do. I muſt likewiſe, by the by, obſerve 
that theſe words are ſufficient: to remove the 
* ſcru ples which ſome. amongſt. ourſelves have 
*. entertained, as to the confirmation of our right to 
_ +. the iſland of Jamaica. It is true, my Lords, that 
the Spaniards at that time could not be brought 
to make a poſitive and a direct acknowledg- 
ment of qur right to that iſland, and I think 
our miniſters did wiſely, in not inſiſting upon 
22! Becauſe this general conceſſion in effect ſe- 
+ cures it as well to the nation, as it could have 
been, had they even granted a direct and ex- 
+. preſs acknowledgment of our right of poſſeſ- 
. ſion. Beſides, my Lords, had we accepted of 
6 particular inſtead of general acknowledgments, 
* every foot of land, not ſpecified in the treaty, 
+ had become liable to be diſputed. For, my 
Lords, had we inſiſted upon ſuch a ſecurity for 
< one of our poſſeſſions, we ſhould thereby have 
made a tacit acknowledgment, that all the poſ- 
+ ſeſſions we held by virtue of the ſame right re- 
+ quired the ſame particular ſecurity, or that the 
right itſelf was invalid. What I have ſaid, my 
Lords, being in my opinion ſufficient to juſtify 
the firſt reſolution, which I ſhall take the liberty 
<. to lay before your Lord ſhips, I ſhall now ee 
to another conſideration. 
It is evident, my Lords, from the Gituation 
£ of our iſland, and the genius of our people, that 
© the glory and ſtrength of our country depend 
t upon the ſecurity and extent of our navigation; 
and that an infringement of the laws relating to 
our commerce, is wounding us in a very tender 
* and ſenſible part. Therefore, if the Spaniards 
4 have committed inſults of that kind, I think 
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nour and dignity of this houſe, than to come 


to a reſolution on this head, and to lay it be- 
fore our Sovereign, who, from the tender regard 
his Majeſty has gt: expreſs*d for the rights 
of his ſubjects, we have no reaſon to doubt, 
will take care to procure us ample ſatisfaction 
for paſt, and ſecurity from future injuries. I 


hope I have already 3 to your Lordſhips, 
eat Britain have a right 


that the ſubjects of G. | 
to navigate and trade betwixt any one of our 


own ſettlements and another. I have likewiſe 


endeavoured to prove that the Spaniards can 
have no real claim, from àny treaty betwixt us 
and them, to juſtify ſuch a ſearch as is by them 
practis'd. I come now to ſhew your Lordſhips, 
that the pretences/ upon which theſe. ſearches 
were made, the cargoes of our ſhips confiſcated, 
together with the ſhips themſelves, and the 
Britiſh ſubjects impriſoned and barbarouſly treat- 


ed, being unjuſt and groundleſs, conſequently 


our rights to navigation and commerce have 
been unwarrantably infring'd and interrupted. 
To do this to your Lordſhips ſatisfaction, I 
need but have recourſe to the papers that lie 


upon your Lordſhips table, where we ſhall find 


that moſt of the ſhips were proceeding on their 
voyages in a direct line, either from Ergland to 
ſome one or other of our ſettlements in Ameri- 


ca, from one of theſe ſettlements to England, 


or from one to another of theſe ſettlements; in 
all which caſes, my Lords, it was unlawful for 
the Spaniards to give them any "interruption, 
tar leſs to make them prizes. The other ſhips 


which were taken in what the Spaniards call 


their latitude, were forced into' it by ſome of 
the cauſes ſpeeiſied in the firſt article of the 
treaty concluded in the 23d year of King 
Charles II. and therefore, my Lords, could with 
as little appearance of juſtice be a 
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But there is one circumſtance worthy. of the at- 


tention of the legiſlature, and which, if admit- 
ted to the Spaniards as a good plea, may go far 


to juſtify the exceſſes, and cruelties they have 
committed. And that, my Lords, is a pretence, 
that their finding on board an Engle ſhip any 
Spaniſb ſilver, nay ſo much as one piece, gives 
them a right to confiſcate the ſhip wherein it 
ſhall be found; and that they have the ſame 
right of confiſcation, if any goods that are the 
ſtaple commodities of the Span ſettlements in 
America are found on board any veſſel. But, 


my Lords, we ought to be very cautious: how 


we admit of this claim. We are to conſider, 
that it is next to impoſſible, that a ſhip trading 
betw-ixt two places, that have daily and hourly 


intercourſe with the Spaniſh ſettlements, can a- 
void having on board ſome Spaniſb commodity. 


There is no maſter of a veſſel, be his caution 
ever ſo great with reſpect to himſelf, who can 
anſwer for his crew; and by theſe means there 


is no maſter of a ſhip trading to theſe parts, 


who may not be ruin'd by the avarice, or per- 
haps ignorance, of the meaneſt ſailor he has on 
board. Beſides, my Lords, the daily commerce 
carried on betwixt the Spaniſh ſettlements and 
ours in America, introduces not only Spaniſh 
commodities into our colonies, but even Spaniſh 
gold and ſilver; it very often happens too, that 
the governors of their ſettlements ſend to our 
ſettlements Spauiſb ſpecie, in order to purchaſe 
proviſions and other neceſſaries. And, my 


Lords, notwithſtanding the prohibition contain- 


ed in the eighth article of the treaty laſt men- 
tioned, our South- Sea company have the liberty 


of ſending an annual ſhip, and of carrying on a 


lawful commerce with their ſettlements; which 
muſt occaſion a very large circulation of their 


* commodities and ſpecie, both in our own Plan- 


5 tations 
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5 tations and here at home. Hence it is evident, 

my Lords, that it is impoſſible, or next to im- 
poſſible, for an Engliſh ſhip trading in theſe 
parts, to keep ſo free from Spaniſh commodities 


or ſpecie as (ſhould we admit this plea of the 


* Spaniards to be juſt) not to be liable to confiſca- 
tion. But, ſays the Spaniſb court, your ſhips 
are here taken in latitudes which do not lie in 
« a direct line, either betwixt Great Britain and 
America, or betwixt any one of your ſettlements 
in America and another. My Lords, admitting 
that to be the caſe, we ſtill juſtly contend, that 
* unleſs they can prove a right to theſe ſeas ex- 
cluſive of us, they can never make juſt prize of 
* ſuch ſhips: For as it is impoſſible to foreſee 
* the contingencies that may oblige a ſnhip to de- 
part from her direct courſe, ſo it is unjuſt to 
make her departing out of that courſe a lawful 
cauſe of confifcation : And it is equally unjuſt 
in the Spaniards to alledge that they are the only 
* judges of the courſe which a ſhip in ſuch caſes 
is to hold, and of the reaſons that perhaps may 
* oblige her to alter it. But, my Lords, it ap- 
* pears from the papers upon your table, that 
* moſt, if not all our ſhips that have been ſeized 
* by the Spaniards, were actually ſeized in the 
direct courſes, either betwixt Great Britain and 
* our own Plantations in America, or from ſome 
* one of our own Plantations to another. The 
* treatment of the ſailors on board our ſhips 
thus ſeized, was as barbarous and inhuman, as 
the pretences for ſuch ſeizures were unjuſt and 
groundleſs. The tedious forms of proceeding 


their captivity long and difmal; their want of 
* knowledge in the language, and their being 
* depriv'd at once of all their papers, took from 
* them the means of making a proper defence, 
: and what compleated their miſery Was, that 

„ they 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
© they were to be tried by a judge who had an 
evident intereſt in determining againſt them, 
And though at length they were acquitted, they 
< muſt be ſtill conſiderable loſers by ſuch an in- 
« terruption of their commerce, and ſo great a 
© loſs of time, There is another thing, my 
Lords, we complain of, and is highly worthy 
< your Lordſhips conſideration; and that is, the 
< pretenſions of the Spaniards to ſeize our ſhips 

© when any logwood is found in them. The 
cutting logwood in the bay of Campeachy, is a 
right which we contend we poſleſs'd when the 
< treaty made in the 23d year of King Charles Il. 
< was concluded, and conſequently one of the 
rights ſecured to us in the ſeventh. article in 
< that treaty, which I have already read to your 
< Lordſhips. Accordingly, my Lords, twenty 
years ago, when the caſe of our merchants tra- 
« ding to America was laid before his late Majeſty, 
his Majeſty. was pleaſed to remit this particular 
caſe, and many other points, to the conſidera- 
© tion of the Lords of trade and plantations; 
< who, after the fulleſt information they could 
< get, gave it as their opinion in their report, 
That the ſaid American treaty (meaning that 
concluded in the 23d of King Charles II.) did 
« eſtabliſh a right in the crown of Great Britain, 
to the Laguna de Terminos in the province of 
« 7ucatan, thoſe places at that time of the treaty, 
« and for ſome years before, being actually in 
<« the poſſeſſion of the Britifh ſubjects. The 
board of trade, my Lords, ſeems to have had 
the fuller authority for what they have reported, 
from the firſt article of the treaty of commerce 
concluded at Utrecht, where, after confirming 
this right, we read theſe remarkable words: 
% Without prejudice to any liberty or power which 
« the {abject of Great Britain enjoy d, either through 
right, ſufferance, or indulgence. So rr. 
5 | a 4 
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Lords, without entering into a diſcuſſion upon 
© what our right of cutting logwood in this bay 
« of Campeachy was founded; if it can be proved, 
« as at the time when this report was made, it 
might eaſily have been done, even by eye-wit- 
neſſes, that we were ſuffered or indulged in cut- 
ting logwood there, we have thereby acquired 
« a right to the continuation of that indulgence 
« or ſufferance. My Lords, this part of the dif- 
« ference betwixt Spain and us, does not turn ſo 
much upon the right of navigation as upon the 
right - of- poſſeſſion; but it is a very valuable 
« poſſeſſion; for as logwood is an indiſpenſable 
material in many of the common uſes of life, 
© it is in the power of any nation who has the 
« ſole privilege of cutting it, to make their neigh- 
* bours pay for it what price they pleaſe, and 
* conſequently to impoſe a tax upon all nations 
* who deal in that commodity. Hence, my 
Lords, we may juſtly conclude, that the Spani- 
* ards confiſcating ſhips for their having logwood 
* on board, is a violation both of our rights of 
* poſſeſſion, and of our rights of navigation. I 
* ſhall, my Lords, now proceed to introduce the 
* 3d reſolution which I ſhall lay before your 
* Lordſhips, and which relates to the methods 
* hitherto uſed by our government for procuring 
* ſatisfaction for the depredations made upon our 
* merchafits, and for preventing the like for the 
* future, which applications have hitherto proved 
* ineffectual. * „ 

trade we enjoy with Spain and Portugal (which 
laſt trade, in caſe of a rupture with Spain, muſt 
be greatly interrupted) is very beneficial to 
* Great Britain. For which reaſon his Majeſty 
has omitted nothing that lay within his royal 
endeavours to pracure ſatisfaction to his injured 


This 


My Lords, there is no doubt but that the 5 


* ſubjects for their-loſfes, ' ſo far as they came to 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1538 
his knowledge, and to prevent the like for the 
future; and this by the moſt proper meaſures, 
The Britiſb reſident at that court, as appears 
from extracts of his memorials, which lie be- 
fore your Lordſhips, has made the ſtrongeſt and 
Vwarmeſt inſtances for obtaining the deſired end, 
but has not been yet able to prevail. The King 


of Spain indeed gave orders, that ſome of the 


< ſhips reclaimed in the memorials of our reſident 
at his court, particularly the ſhip James; ſhould 


be reſtored. But theſe orders have either been 


« entirely. eluded, by the Spaniſh governors in A 
© merica; or obeyed in ſuch a manner, as that a 
< reſtitution made to the ſufferers has ſcarce in- 
demnify'd them, either for the expences they 
have been at in their ſolicitations, or for theit 
£ loſs of time, or for the interruption of their 
buſineſs. But as it would be unjuſt to impute 
this delay to the want of inclination in the King 
< of Spain to give us ſatisfaction, our Sovereign, 
from a regard to the intereſt of our on mer- 

< chants, has not thought proper as yet to take 
any meaſures to interrupt the good underſtand- 
< ing betwixt the two crowns. Therefore, my 
Lords, I humbly think we cannot give a greater 
< inſtance-of our duty to his Majeſty, as well as 
of our concern for his injured ſubjects, than to 

give him the ſtrongeſt and moſt; ſincere aſſuran- 
<. ces of a zealous and chearful concurrence in al 
«© ſuch meaſures as ſhall become neceſſary for the 
© ſupport of his Majeſty's honour, the preſerva 
tion of our navigation and commerce, and the 
common good of this kingdom: And there- 
< fore I humbly move that we niay come to the 
6; Wn reſolutions) -{)7) +++ 

1. Reſolved, that the fubjects of the crom 
* of Great Britain have à clear and undoubted 


«right to navigate in the American ſeas, to and 


10 any part of his Majeſty s dominions; and 


« for 


A 1738. DEBATES. 

« for carrying on ſuch trade and commerce as 
« they are juſtly intitled to in America; and like- 
« wiſe to carry all ſorts of goods and merchan- 
« dizes, or effects, from one part of his Majeſty's 


no goods being ſo carried are, by any treaty 
ſubſiſting between the crowns of Great Britain 
© and Spain, to be deemed or taken as contra- 
band or prohibited goods. 198 

© 2. Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, 
that, as well before as ſince the execution of 
« the treaty of Seville on the part of Great Britain, 
« divers ſhips and veſſels, with their cargoes be- 
« longing to Britiſh ſubjects, have been violently 
« ſeized and confiſcated by the Spaniards, upon 
« pretences altogether unjuſt and groundleſs; and 


© have been injuriouſly and barbarouſly impriſon- 
« ed and ill treated; and that thereby the liberty 
of navigation and commerce, belonging to his 
< Majeſty's ſubjects by the law of nations, and 
by virtue of the treaties ſubſiſting between the 
ecrowyns of Great Britain and Spain, hath been 
unwarrantably infring'd and interrupted, to the 
great loſs and damage of our merchants, and 
* in direct violation of the ſaid treaties. : 
© 3. Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, 
that frequent applications have been made, on 
* the part of his Majeſty, to the court of Spain, 
in a manner the moſt agreeable to treaties, and 
to the peace and friendſhip ſubſiſting betwixt 
the two crowns, for redreſſing the notorious 
* abuſes / and grievances before- mentioned, and 
preventing the like for the future, and for ob- 
taining adequate ſatisfaction to his injur d ſub- 
jects; which, in the event, have prov d entirely 
* fruitleſs and of no effect.. 93 
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Lord Carteret ſpoke to the following effec. 


My Lords, ; 8 

The noble Lord has been pleaſed to give the 
© houſe a very accurate, and I believe a very juſt, 
detail of the treaties upon which our right to 
a free navigation in the American fea is founded. 
His Lordſhip has ſhewed us how far theſe 
rights have been encroached on, and what me- 
< thods have been uſed by his Majeſty for pro- 
< curing redreſs; but, my Lords, I muſt beg 
leave to obſerve, that our knowing theſe rights 
is to no purpoſe, unleſs we fall upon a ſpeedy 
and an effectual way to ſecure them; and [ 
< humbly conceive our agreeing to the reſolutions 
< preſented to the houſe by the noble Lord 
can never anſwer that end. There is one point 


in diſpute, my Lords, betwixt us and the Spa- 


niards, which, if adjuſted, muſt either leave us 
in the quiet and uninterrupted exerciſe of navi- 
gation and commerce, or muſt leave to Spain an 


abſolute and uncontroulable ſovereignty of theſe 


< ſeas. The Spaniſb court ſays, We bave 4 
„ right to ſearch your ſhips.” But no ſearch are 
the words that echo from ſhore to ſhore of this 
* iſland. This, my Lords, is what we ought to 
inſiſt upon; for without this coneeſſion, all 


other conceſſions from the Spaniſh court are to 


no purpoſe | 


Nie treaty commonly called the American 


© treaty, which was concluded in the 22d year 
of King Charles II. was a treaty ſeparate from 
5 the treaty concluded three years before; not 
© 18 there one word of it that has a retroſpect 
© to that treaty z and, my Lords, the confound- 
ing theſe two treaties together is the reaſon 
* why the Spaniſh miniſters and ours ſeem to 
© be equally in the dark, with regard to the affar 
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look into the eighth article of that treaty which 
the noble Lord has been pleaſed to read, and 
we ſhall find that there can be no ſuch thing as 
contraband goods betwixt us and the Spaniards; 


in queſtion. £ But, my Lords, we nee d D nly 


becauſe there can be no ſuch thing as commerce 


carried on betwixt our ſubjects and theirs, and 


* conſequently there cannot be the leaſt ſhadow of 
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a pretence to a ſearch on that account; and when 
that pretence is cut off, all the ſubject of dif- 
ference betwixt us and that nation is done a- 
way; for it is impoſſible for us to have any 


other differenee. My Lords, this is a point 


ſo plain, that it is to me amazing that our mi- 
niſters at the Spaniſb court ſnould omit it in their 
memorials, that the Spaniards themſelves ſhould 
overlook it, and that our merchants in the 
many applications they have made, to the 


King, to the Council, and to Parliament, have 


never once mentioned it. By the firſt of the 
two treaties made in the 20th and 23d of the 
reign of King :Charles II. the regulations of 
commerce betwixt us and Spain, being princi- 
pally intended to ſettle the trade betwixt Ola 
Spain and England, the Spaniards. no doubt 
have a right to ſearch any ſhip which they 
find upon their coaſts, and which they ſuſpect 


of carrying prohibited goods, becauſe every 


nation has an undoubted right to lay what pro- 
hibitions they pleaſe upon the commodities pro- 
duced by their own country, and likewiſe on 
the commodities imported to their own country, 
unleſs by ſome particular ſtipulations with other 
nations they are bound up from making ſuch 


prohibition. They are :hkewiſe at liberty to 8 


prohibit ſuch and ſuch: gaods from being im- 
ported or exported on ſuch and ſuch bottoms. 
ut, my Lords, theſe prohibitions, of particular 


commodities\always pre-ſuppoſe that it is lawful 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
fdr this, or any other nation, to trade with that 
nation in other commodites. For this reaſon; 
my Lords, every nation has an undoubted right 
to prevent every infringement in this regulation 
of her commerce, and conſequently to ſearch 
all ſuſpected ſhips whom fhe ſhall find on her 
coaſts. But, my Lords, when two nations are 
at peace together, and amicably agree that they 
ſhall have no trade, no intercourſe, \no com- 


6 


of theſe nations hath a right to ſearch the ſhips 
of the other, is to ſuppoſe what is inconſiſtent 
with common ſenſe. For, from whence have 


you this right? From any particular ſtipulation 
betwixt * and us? No. No ſuch A can 
be pretended. © Does it ariſe from a ſuſpicion 
that we break in upon the laws of commerce 
regulated among yourſelves? No, that would 
be abſurd.; becauſe we have no acceſs to your 
country, and therefore can never, either import 


or export any commodity that is prohibited by 


our ſhips obtain from cuſtom or ſufferance? 
That we deny; nor can you prove that you 
ever enjoy'd any ſuch privilege till you uſurp'd 
it of late; and ſince you did uſurp it, we have 
continually complain d. At leaft, my Lords, 
the trading part of our nation has complain d of 
it as an innovation and an encroachment upon 
the freedom of navigation and commerce: 
And, my Lords, if this is a point hitherto un- 
determined by any publick act betwixt the Spa- 
niards'and us, this is the proper time for ſettling 
it; and I dare ſay, the thing is fo plain and fo 
reafonable in itſelf, if our nunifter at the Span 
court ſhall repreſent it in the light in which 
I have already viewed it, the King of Spain 
will be of opinion that we have fallen upon the 
only and the true method of preſerving x . 
1 EA 1 2 uncer- 
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your laws. Again, does this right to ſeartth 
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© underſtanding betwixt the two crowns.. For, 
give me leave to ſay it, our inſiſting that no 
c arch, upon any pretence whatſoever, be made, 


can never do any prejudice to the intereſts of 


the Spaniſh court; it can never break in upon 
© the regulations of their commerce, it can never 
< violate any treaty ſubſiſting between them and 
eus, becauſe we {till allow the 8th article, which 
is of the greateſt importance, to be in full 


force; and our coming to a reſolution on this 


head is only faying; in other words: We do 
te not pretend to diſturb you (the Spaniards) in 
© putting theſe regulations in force, which you 
1 85 2 a right to make with every nation with 
ac whom you trade: Therefore we are willing 
*« you ſhould enjoy all the advantages of the 
« treaty made in the 19th year of King Charles II. 
te we are willing you ſhall enjoy all the advan- 
<< tages of the treaty concluded three years after 
« we are willing you ſhould enjoy a commerce 
« with your own ſettlements in America, excluſive 
£45 of us and all other nations. But becauſe we 
« are willing you ſhould enjoy theſe advantages, 
« we muſt take care that they are not uſed to our 
« detriment z we muſt take care that the trading 
e part of our ſubjects be ſecured in the privileges 
« to which they are entitled by treaties; and we 
« muſt take care not to ſuffer ſo material a point 
te to remain longer undetermined, eſpecially as 
% you ſeem to claim, as a right, what is founded 
« neither upon common reaſon, the laws of na- 
< tions, nor the particular treaties ſubſiſting be- 
„ tween the two crowns.” But, ſays the court 
of Spain, (for, my Lords, I would not leave 
one ſhadow of an objection which they could 
© raiſe, unanſwet'd,) How ſball we prevent your 
© carrying on a clandeſtine trade with our ſettle- 
* ments? Or how can we diſcover when ſuch d 
trade is carried un or not, but by ſearching your 
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356 PAREIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
OY « ſhips, and ſatisfying ourſelves if any of our. com- 
© modities are on board? Les, anſwer we, you 
« may; ſeize them in your harbours, ſeize them 
4 in your ports; ſeize them in your.towns and 
countries where they trade; if you ſeize them 
<« there, the grounds of your confiſcation are 
« good: For their very being there, unleſs for 
« the reaſons; mention d in the roth article, 
ec though they did not trade to the value of one 
oc ſhilling, makes their ſhips. and cargoes your 
« lawful prize. Our crown never pretended to 
protect ſmugglers, and by agreeing to the 8th 
<« article of this treaty, it in effect impowers you 
* to do yourſelves juſtice upon all who violate it. 
But we never can pretend to account for what 
our private ſubjects may do to your prejudice; 
it is your affair to look to that; only take care 
of it at a proper time, in a proper way, and in 

a proper place; and don't make the innocent 
ſuffer for the guilty: Don't, becauſe, perhaps, 

% you yourſelves have ſuffered by the practice of 
a few ſmugglers of our nation, make the fair 
trader liable for theſe practices, nor uſurp 
'< ſovereignty of theſe ſeas excluſive of us.” 
© Thus, my Lords, we anſwer all the objections 
© which the Spaniards can make on this head, 
* and yet grant them all they can have the leaſt 
< ſhadow to claim, either by the law of nations 
© or particular treaties. - Let us therefore, my 
Lords, make ſuch a reſolution, . let the Spa- 
© niards ſee that we intend to do both them and 

_ © ourſelves juſtice; and in that caſe, my Lords, 
I dare anſwer for it, We ſhall. have no occaſion 
for entering into a war: We ſhall have no occa- 
ſion for prolonging or multiplying treaties; we 
'< ſhall have no occaſion. to put the nation to the 
expenee of ſending over commiſſioners for re- 
gulating our affairs of commerce; hut if we do 
not come 10 ſueh a reſolution, we may, indeed, 
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« puzzle out a war; yet when that war is over, 
and when we have run two or three millions 
more into debt, unleſs we make this the main 
« point, we ſhall find ourſelves as far from our 
« purpoſe as ever. 


My Lords, the American, treaty is a treaty 


< which we did not grant to the Spaniards, but 
after many ſolicitations, and for very valuable 
< conſiderations 3, it was granted, my Lords, in 


_ « diſcharge of two millions of juſt debt, at that 


time due by the crown of England to that of 
£ Spain; and I could heartily with that we could 
« defray two millions of our national debt at pre- 
« ſent by granting ſuch another treaty. It was 
© look*'d upon at that time, my Lords, by the 
« Spaniards as the only means of ſecuring to 


S * themſelves the. valuable advantages they reap 
from their poſſeſſions in America. They were 


therefore very well pleaſed, and, I believe, 
« very thankful, for the conceſſions we had made: 
nor do we find one inſtance, my Lords, during 
the reigns of King Charles II. King James II. 
King William III. or Queen Anne, of any one 
* ſhip. being ſeized on theſe ſeas on pretence of 
* having prohibited goods on board in time of 
peace. So that, my Lords, this claim of the 
« Spaniards is of a very late date, and very pro- 


* bably trump'd up to ſerve the intereſts of the 


owners of the Guarda Cofta's, who may have 
* impoſed on the court of Spain by miſrepreſenta- 
tions of facts. For, give me leave to obſerve, 
* my Lords, that theſe Guarda Coſta's do not be- 
long immediately to the crown of Spain: No; 
ſometimes they are fitted out by the merchants 
< of Spain, ſometimes by the Spaniſb inhabitants 
of America, and ſometimes by the governors of 
their ſettlements there. Such a variety of in- 
* terefts combining to ſupport them, it is no won- 
der, my, Lords, if they have a ſtrong intereſt 
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© at the Spanyh court, whoſe miniſters "may be 
* miſled either by intereſt or ignorano to protect 
them. But if we ſhould put it fairly to them: 
Are you reſolved to ſearch every ſhip you meet 


with in theſe ſeas? Are you reſolved bo confiſ- 


u cate every ſhip which ſhall have on board any 
& of your ſpecie or commodities ?** If they ſhall 

+ anſwer, No; the matter is ſo far adjuſted be- 
* twixt us. But then, my Lords, it may be 

< per to add (and it is, to be ſure, a natural con- 
* © ſequence of this reſolution) 8 If you can claim 
*© no juſt right, if it is founded neither upon trea- 
*< ties nor allow'd by practice, and if it was not 
< the intention of the contracting powers when 
this treaty was made, that ſuch a right ſhould 
© be inferred from any of its artiples z by what 
authority, pray, have you exerciſed it ſo long? 
How are our ſubjects to be indemnified for the 
many depredations and violences they have 
A ſuffered 3 ? Or how is the law of nations to be 
* ſatisfied for theſe proceedings? If they were 
„not authorized by your court, it muſt give the 


V offender up to juſtice, and our merchants muſt 


NF be indemnified out of the effects of the delin- 

« quents. But if you cannot deny that they 
« were protected by your court, it becomes a na- 
„tional concern, and your crown muſt indemnify 
cc us, let it ſeek its relief elſewhere.” This, m 
Lords, is the common way of reaſoning — 
* men in matters of private property; I think it 
< has always been a juſt way of reaſoning, and 
© I hope that it never will be neglected by Princes 
in matters of publick concern. 

« If the Spaniards, my Lords, ſhould infif 


upon a right of ſearching all ſhips 4 in general; 


« if, contrary to our 3 ons, they ſhould 
© pay no regard to the of nations or their 
© own faith, rg ſtill we ſhall gain this advantage, 


me it the common cauſe of * 


the nations in Europe who are poſſeſs'd of one 
« foot of ground in America. When France ſees 
them make ſuch a wild and unwarrantable 
« claim, ſhe will think it time for her to ſtrike in; 
c ſhe will think that what is the caſe of Britain 
« to-day, may be' that of France to-morrow. 
The French, my Lords, as a people who ſubſiſt 
« by trade, and who have reaſon to be jealous 
* of every innovation that is introduced in it, will 
© conſider our cauſe as their own, and will look 
upon the ſucceſs of this affair as what may one 
day determine the fate of their own commerce; 
both to their weſtern and eaftern ſettlements. 
« For, my Lords, give me leave to obſerve, that 
this is a point that does not affect this particular 
branch of trade only, but it affects all the trade 
© which is carried on betwixt any nation in Europe 
and their foreign ſettlements. For inſtance, 
my Lords, if we are more powerful in the 
s Eoft-Indies than the Dutch, or the French, or 


any other European people who have ſettlements 
there, have we not as good a reaſon to inſiſt 
« upon a fearch of their ſhips, left they ſhould 


+ carry on a prohibited trade with our factories 
there? Have we not as good a right to make 
« ourſelves judges what courſes their ſhips ſhall 
hold on theſe ſeas? Have we not as good 
« a right to confiſcate their ſhips and cargoes, as 


the Spaniards have to treat us in the fame man- 


* ner in America? My Lords, I ſhould be glad 


to hear any argument that could be advanced 


© againſt ſuch a practice in one part of the world, 
that does not hold equally good in another part. 
But, my Lords, let us ſuppoſe that no ſuch 
claim is made by any other nation, in any other 
+ place in the world, but by the Spaniards in 
+ America, what muſt the conſequence of this 
demand of theirs. be, with reg 

carried on there by other nations of Europe? 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 


We all know that the conſumpt of every peo- 
ple muſt be ſupplied, either by the product and 


manufactures of their own country, or by the 


commodities which they purchaſe from their 


neighbours. But, my Lords, when any of 


their neighbours are poſſess d of a commodity 
which they think they could not be poſleſs'd of 
* otherwiſe than by an illicit trade with their ſet- 
* tlements, is that a juſt reaſon for ſearching, and 
- arbitrarily confiſcating that neighbour's ſhip? 


My Lords, this. would ſet all the nations of 
Europe by the ears with one another. For no 
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doubt the Dutch, the French, the Engliſh, the 


*. Spaniards themſelves. living in America, are 
obliged to trade with one another there to ſu 

ply themſelves with the common neceſſaries of 
life; and it is a certain fact, that there is no- 
; thing more ordinary than Fg the Spaniſh go- 


vernors in America to permit, to protect, and 
to pay Britiſh ſhips. for importing into their ſet- 
tlements thoſe commodities that enter into the 
common neceſſaries of life, without which their 


inhabitants muſt ſtarve. For ſuch is the genius 


of the Spaniards in America, ſo much are they 
over- run with luxury, caſe, and pride, ſupport- 
ed by a great affluence of money, that they 
cannot apply themſelves to the ordinary arts of 


life, as other people do, and for that reaſon 


they muſt purchaſe conveniencies and neceſſaries 


with money, or they muſt want them. 80 


that, my Lords, in effect, this prohibition of 


trade, if ſtrictly and literally inforced, muſt 


either prove the ruin of the inhabitants in theſe 
ſettlements, or produce a general revolt againft 
the Prince, who can be the only gainer by it; 


+ as it tends to prevent the exportation of ſpecie 
into Europe any other va than by his regiſter 


+ ſhips, and conſequently ſe 


ecures to him an in- 
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ſpecie thus ee 


Were this claim of a 
« right to ſearch in the open ſeas, as aſſerted by 


Spain, allowed by other nations to be juſt, I 
« ſhould be glad to know by what means the 
« Dutch could import one grain of ſugar from 
© America" to Holland. A ſhip fails from their 
« iſland of St. Euſtache; a French Guarda Coſta 
attacks and boards her; From whence did you 
« ſail? From Si. Euſtache. Whither are you bound ? 
To Holland, With what are you loaded? With 
« ſugar.” But, fays the Prenchman, St. Euftache 
“does not produce one hogſhead of ſugar for its 
« own uſe; far leſs is it able to export any: You 
« muſt thivefore have had it from Martinico, one 
« of our iſlands. You are therefore concerned in 
ce an illieit trade, and as ſuch we ſeize and confiſ- 
e cate your ſhip.” This way of reaſoning, my 
Lords, is juſt as good in the mouth of a French- 
nan to a Dutchman, as in that of a Spaniard to 
© an Engliſpman. Does not every man, who has 
the leaſt concern in commerce, know what vaſt 
quantities of - Spaniſh gold and filver there are in 
. 1 And if a maſter of a veſſel, or 
paſſenger, or a merchant, or a failor, ſhould 


k Fi. chance carry from England one fingle piece 


of that ſpecie, if we allow this claim of the 


« Spaniards to be good, he himſelf, his crew, his 


« ſhip, and his cargo, may be lawfully ſeized, 
the one to be confiſcated, and the other impri- 


« ſon'd, though not one perſon on board had ever : 


« {ct his foot on Ameritan ground, or had ever 
been within fight of its ſhores. © 
* The fame thing, my Lords, may be faid with 
regard to ſhips trading from one of our own 
* colonies to another. A ſhip fails from England 


© to New-York, ſhe diſpoſes of her cargo there 


* in a fair way of trade, and receives payment 
* for a great part of it in Spaniſh money: From 
F TP ork ſhe coaſts along ſouthward to Penfil- 


bels, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
vania, Virginia, and Carolina, all the way only 
< touching at our own. ſettlements: Why, my 
Lords, it is poſſible, before ſhe comes the. length 
© of Jamaica, that moſt, nay all her cargo, may 
be made up of Spaniſh, money or commodities, 
© and yet ſheall this time in a fair and lawful trade; 
and to make ſuch a. ſhip confiſcable, I humbly 

conceive.would be the ruin of our navigation and 
commerce in theſe ſeas. 
There is, my Lords, a very remarkeble, and 
J think a very ſhuffling expreſſion in the memo- 
rial delivered by the Spauiſb miniſtrr to our en- 
voy. at that court. The Britiſh ſhips, ſays he, 
are ſubjeft to confiſcation, if it appears that 
they have defignedly. changed their courſe to make 
any of the Spaniſhicoaſts, My Lords, this ex- 
preſſion betrays a downright ignorance of com- 
merce and maritime affairs, and is a proof of 
what I have advanced before, that the Spaniſb 
miniſters are groſsly impoſed upon themſelves, 
or it proves, that they want to impoſe upon us. 
For, almoſt in the ſame ſentence, this very mi- 
niſter allows that we have a right to fail from 
any one of our own ſettlements to another: 
Now every. common tar can tell that it is im- 
| poll for us to do that, without being ob- 

ged to make the Spaniſh coaſts, and to come 
within fight of their land, be the caution of 
the maſter of the ſhip never ſo great. In fail- 
ing from New Engiand, don't we take the 
wind ward paſſage? Thereby we have the Spa- 
niſh iſland of Cuba in ſight on the one fide, and 
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© any of our northern colonies in America, we 
hall be obliged to fail either upon their coaſts, 
N « or 


A. 1738. DEBATES, 
5 of in What they call their latitude, for a great 
part of the voyage. Beſides, my Lords, thoſe 
s who are acquainted in thoſe affairs tell us, that 
« the navigation on theſe ſeas is fo uncertain, that 
« it is impoſſible for the moſt rt ſailor that 
ever was to be ſure of his courſe without mak- 
s ing land: becauſe, before they ſee land, they 
do not know what tides and what winds they 
© are to meet with, In certain latitudes, my 
Lords, the tides are fo ſtrong that, notwith- 
_ © ſtanding all the ſhip's crew can do, their ſhip 
is borne by its violence within fight of land of 
the Span coaſts; | nay, cloſe to their vety 
+ ſhores. How barbarous therefore, my Lords, 
« would it be in the Spaniards to ſeize and con- 
fiſcate a ſhip in ſuch circumſtances! And how 
weak would it be in us to allow them any ſuch 
right! Yet, my Lords, iunleſs we. obtain the 
$ conceſſion from them of 10 ſearch, be the 


grounds and pretences what they will, we, in ef. 
t fect, give them ſuch a right: Becauſe if we ad- 
Or 


mit of one exception, of one reſtriction on their 
parts, there is not a ſhip. of ours that trades 
$ awfully on. theſe ſeas, but what muſt neceſſa- 
* rily fall within ſuch exceptions, and under ſuch 
* reſtrictions, as will make her a lawful prize. 
$ Beſides, my Lords, an abſolute conceflion of 
this point from the Spaniards takes away all 
5 chicane, it takes away all altercations, it takes 
* away all grounds of diſpute - betwixt. us and 
them, about latitude, - poſſeſſions, prohibited 
* goods, and all that. Thereby, my Lords, we 
* do juſtice to them, we do juſtice to ourſelves, 
* we leave them in full poſſeſſion of all the ad- 
* vantages to which they are intitled by treaty 
we leave them in — of the excluſive 
5 right of trading to their own ſettlements, ſo far 
as it is conſiſtent with the treaty for Negroes ; 
* ye do not deny their right to ſeize our C6 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1538. 


< whenever found trading i in their ports' and har- 
< bours ; and this, my Lords, is all that we can 
« prudently grant, or they juſtly demand. 
My Lords, I have waved touching on the 
< right we have to cut logwood in the bay of 
Campeachy and other claims we have on the 
* continent of America; becauſe our aſſerting 
© theſe claims to be juſt, and entering into a dif- 
< cuſfion'of our rights, i is not the buſineſs now be. 
fore us. I ſhall only obſerve, that if theſe 
< rights are well founded (as T believe no Engliſb- 
< man, nor Spaniard either, will deny they are,) 
* the reaſons I have already advanced againſt the 
< pretences of Spain, will hold much ftronger 
< with regard to ſhips failing from any one of our 
© colonies to theſe places, than with regard to 
< ſhips failing from any of our own colonies to 
another: Becauſe theſe ' places lie in the very 
'< Wag of the Spaniſh 2 an and in the ve- 
ry boſom of the bay of Mexico; and unleſs we 
'< e to the reſolajibn 'F haye inſiſted on, it 
4 would be much better for us to oY them up, 
than to keep them. - | 
II ſhall trouble your Lordſhips no farther; on- 
2 775 I ſhall obſerve that what 1 propoſe is the 
< moſt likely way to prevent the incroachments 
of the Spaniards, not only upon us, but upon 
other nations of Europe. There is not a Dutch 
< ſkipper who won't tell us, that 10 ſearch is the 
only remedy to be applied in this caſe; xo ſearch, 
© my Lords, is a cry that runs from the failor 
to the merchant, from the merchant to the Par- 
liament, and from Parliament, my Lords, it 
< ought to reach the Throne. Wherefore, my 
Lords, I humbly move that the following 
< words may be added to the noble Loney omg re- 
ſolutin: 
And tbat the ſearching of ſuch 22 on the 
4 ofc en ſeas, under OT of their ' carrying . 
© Fravan 


7 


A. 1738. DEBATES... 

| © traband or probibited goods, is a violation and 
« infraftion of the law of nations, and of the 
« treaties ſubſiſting betwixt the two crowns. 
The Lord Chancellor fitting at ſome. diſtance 
from the Lord Carteret, thought the latter had 
mov'd that the words of the amendment ſhould 
be inſerted, inſtead of the latter part of the re- 
ſolution propoſed by the Earl of Cholmondley, 
viz. and that no goods ſo carried are, by any treaty 
ſubſiting between the crowns of Great Britain and 
Spain, 10 be deemed or taken as contraband or pro- 
hibited goods. Upon which he aroſe and aid, 
He thought that if they ſubſtituted the latter 
«* words in place of the former, they would make 
« a very bad exchange; becauſe it would look as 
if they deſigned to impoſe arbitrary terms up- 
on the Spaniards without aſſigning any reaſon ; 
that their reſolving that no goods carried to 
4 and from any part of his Majeſty's dominions; 
« ſufficiently implied, that the Spaniards had no 
right to ſearch our ſhips, and therefore was a 
much more proper reſolution for them to come 
to, than if they ſhould admit of the noble 
* Lord's amendment, which would ſeem to im- 
phy, that, though they did carry on an illicit 


trade, yet a ſearch was unlawful.“ 


Upon this the Lord Carteret roſe, and ſpoke to 
the following purpoſe. MONT” FER 
_© My Lords, : | 
It was never my intention that any part of LoriCarterer 
the reſolution laid before this houſe, by the no- 3 
ble Lord who ſpoke firſt, ſnould be omitted; 
but J am of opinion, that the addition J pro- 
poſe is a nech amendment to that Re 
tion, and that it is becoming the dignity and 
authority of this houſe to declare, in the moſt 
: Expreſs terms, not only the rights which we 
„ P11 £290; 3% Sreo_aeNs 
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| Panrramektaty A. 138. 
< ourſelves have, but likewiſe what rights the 
* Spaniards have uſurp'd; and to ſhew them, that 
however they have either deſignedly or igno- 
rantly miſtaken the ſenſe of the treaties ſubſiſt- 
ing betwixt us, yet we are reſolved to aſſert our 
« juſt claims, and not to leave them the leaſt 
* ſhadow or pretence to a ſearch for the future.? 


The Lord Chancellor then proceeded in the 
following terms. „ 


be My Lords, : LOT | : 
Lord cha- © I am as ſenſible of the many inſults and in- 
dub. * juries we have received from the Spaniards, and 
< ſhould be as willing to come into thoſe mea- 
« ſures that may be proper to bring them to 2 
+ ſenſe of the wrongs they have done us, as any 
Lord in this houſe. But, my Lords, I think if 
we come to a reſolution on that head, it ought 
to be a reſolution rather in general than in par- 
ticular terms; it ought to be a reſolution that 
we can have no reaſon afterwards to depart 
from, and it ought to be a reſolution our adhe- 
rence to which can never afterwards imbroil us 
with any of our neighbours. The amendment 
which the noble Lord has offered, though I. 
extremely approve of his Lordſhip's zeal, may, 
I am afraid, be attended with ſome of theſe 
* inconveniencies; becauſe I humbly conceive; 
that there are certain caſes wherein any nation, 
though at peace with another, may, by the law 
of nations, enter and ſearch the ſhips of the & 
< ther; nor can the nation to which the ſhip ſo 
« ſearched belongs, deem ſuch a ſearch a viols 
tion either of the law of nations, or of partic 
© lar treaties in force. 8 
I think, my Lords, it never was diſputed, 
< but that, by the law of nations, the ſhips of 
one people at peace with another might be 
| 1 
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A. 1738. DEBATES. 
« ſearched, in caſe that other people was carrying 
arms, or proviſions of war to a nation then at 
« war with that other nation. Now, my Lords, 
] am afraid that our declaring the ſearching of 
« all ſhips belonging to Great Britain, to be an 
© infra&tion and violation of the treaty ſubſiſting 
« betwixt the Spaniards and us, will be very juſtly 
look d upon by the court of Spain, as preclu- 
ding them of the rights of a ſearch, to which 
they are intitled by the law of nations, and 
may produce a miſunderſtanding betwixt us, 
© which we would all heartily wiſh to avoid, and 
could not be attended with very honourable cir- 
* cumſtances on our part: However, my Lords, 
I am very far from propoſing any thing that 
could in the leaſt damp that becoming ardour, 
which the nation in general has ſhewed upon 
this occaſion, to aſſert her rights, and to re- 
venge her injuries. Nay, I ſhould rather chuſe 
to err on the other ſide, and if your Lordſhips 
ſhall think that the reſolution as amended by 
the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, is moſt proper 
to attain the deſired ends of ſatisfaction for paſt, 
and ſecurity from future injuries, I am ſure, I 
ſhall be far from objecting to the noble Lord's 
amendment; all that I ſuggeſt is, that if there 
are two methods in which we can form our re- 
ſolution, both equally effectual, and equally 
anſwering the great purpoſe of our. meeting, 
we ought to chuſe that method which is ſubject 
to feweſt inconveniencies and objections. 
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The Lord Carteret reply'd, in the following 
terms. 7 5 
* My Lords, 3 Ee CO 
* I ſhould be ſorry if the amendment I have ha ow 
© Propoſed ſhould be attended with the inconve- 
* niencies and conſequences which the noble 3 * 
5 * ho 
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< who ſpoke laſt ſeems to apprehend, and I ani 
© obliged to the noble Lord, for giving me this 
opportunity to ſhew the houſe, that if the in- 
< convenience his Lordſhip has ſuggeſted is the 
only one with which the propoſed amendment 
can be attended, it is not liable to any objec- 
tion. The noble Lord is apprehenſive that the 
< reſolution, as amended, ſeems to take away 
< from the Spaniards ſome of thoſe rights to which 
< they are intitled by the law of nations. And 
© let me add, my Lords, that if his Lordſhip's 
< apprehenſions are juſt, it takes from them the 
< privileges to which they are intitled by parti- 
© cular treaties. But, my Lords, if the noble 
Lord had been pleaſed to conſider the words of 
< the amendment a little more attentively, he 
< muſt have found that the infraction and viola- 
tion were to be committed by ſearching ſuch ſbips: 
What ſhips? Why, my Lords, the ſhips that 
< are navigating in the American ſeas, and carry- 
ing on a commerce to and from any part of his 
© Majeſty's dominions. - Now, my Lords, fach 
< ſhips can never have any contraband goods on 


board, unleſs we are at war with the Spaniards; 


< and in that caſe, my Lords, they will ſeize 
< them, whatever be their cargo. Contraband 
< goods, my Lords, are only. to be underſtood of 
< proviſions of war and arms, that are carried 
from one nation to another who. is at war with 
< the nation that intercepts the. ſhip having ſuch 


goods on board. Therefore, my Lords, the 


< reſolntion'can never affect ſuch a caſe, becauſe 
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any part of the Duteb dominions, to or from 
« any part of the Daniſb dominions, the Spaniardi 


have no right to ſearch ſuch a ſhip when ſhe | 
comes in their way, while any of theſe nations 8 ; 
© are at war with Spain. No, my Lords, our a- _—_ | 
« greeing to the propoſed amendment can never | 118 
affect any of theſe caſes, and therefore preſerves 
© to the Spaniards all the rights to which they are 
< intitled by the law of nations, and the treaties 
ſubſiſting betwixt the two crowns.” 


1 


The queſtion going to be put, If the whole 
firſt reſolution, as it ſtood amended, ſhould be 
agreed to, the Earl of Cholmondicy ſpoke to the 
following purpoſe. | 


As the noble Lord ſeems to think, that the part of C5, 
amendment he has propoſed will be a very 49's 
great improvement upon the. firſt- reſolution, ** * 
* which I had the honour to lay before the houſe; 

* and as I am of opinion that it can do it no 
harm, I am in the main very willing to concur 
* with the reſolution as amended by the noble 
Lord. But, I hope I may be pardon'd, if 1 
object againſt one expreſſion in the amendment; 
* the expreſſion, my Lords, is, that the ſearching 
* our ſhips is againſt ihe law of nations. The no- 
ble Lord himſelf, I think, ſeem'd to admit that 
the Guarda Cas, whom we ſo much and 
with ſo great reafon complain of, and who 
were the authors of all the inſults committed 
upon our navigation there, are not ſhips be- 
* longing to the crown of Spain. Therefore, my 
Lords, the violences they commit muſt not be 
' imputed to his Catholick Majeſty; and it would 
be a very exceptionable way for us to expreſs 
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Y ourſelves, ſhould we ſay that the actions of Ro 
* few private men, who are no better than pi- 
Vo r. XVI. B b rates, 
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rates, can violate the laws of nations. If, in- 
deed, they acted by orders from the court of 
Spain or if the Spaniſh court ſhould ſay expreſs- 
th that ſhe will protect and encourage them in 

arching our ſhips, who are in a fair trade be. 
twixt one part of his Britamick Majeſty's domi- 
nions and another, that court would then vio- 
late the law of nations, becauſe ſhe would give 
her ſanction to a practice that muſt be unjuſt, 
even though no treaty of commerce ſubſiſted 
betwixt Spain and Great Britain. But, my Lords, 
by the treaty of Utrecht, no private differences 
betwixt the ſubjects of the two crowns, on theſe 
or any other ſeas, are to be deem'd a ſufficient 
ground even to make repriſals, until the com 
+ plaints of the reſpective parties have been laid 
; N the courts to which they belong, or war 
is declared betwixt the two crowns. If, my 


8 5 after we have, in the relhrtions now 


© before us, aſſerted poſitively what our juſt right 
are, the court of Spain ſhould deny them to be 
« ſuch; there is no doubt, but that in ſuch a caſe 
we ſhould be obliged to vindicate the law of 
* nations, and the honour of our own nation. 
But, my Lords, I ſhall not agree to our reſolving 
that the law of nations is violated by what is in 
the power of a few private men to commit eve 

ry day. Therefore, my Lords, I humbly move, 
that the amendment propoſed may ſtand thus: 
Aud that the ſearching of fuch ſhips on the op 

* ſeas under pretence of carrying prohibited goods, i 
© a violation and infrattion of the treaties ſubſiſtng 
* between the two crowns.” 


- The queſtion MPs put upon this motion, , an 
then upon the whole firſt reſolution, it paſt witi 
out any diviſion; and then the queſtion was pu 
upon the ſecond reſolution, which paſs*d without 
any debate or diviſion likewiſe; but the qo 
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being put upon the third reſolution, Lord Bathurſt 
ſpoke to the following purport: 
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My Lords, 1 
I am far from intending, by any thing which Lord Ba. 
« I am to trouble your Lordſhips with, to throw , 
© in any obſtacle that may prevent our coming to 
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< thoſe refolutions that are moſt proper, both for 
obtaining all reaſonable ſatisfaction from the 
Spaniards, and ſupporting the influence which 
the authority of this houſe ought to have both 
at home and abroad. Your Lordfhips have al- 
ready agreed to two reſolutions, which I think 
to be extremely proper, and may very much 
contribute to anſwer both theſe ends. But, my 
Lords, ſince I have heard what has been urg'd 
© by the two noble Lords who ſpoke firſt on this 
affair, have heard the rights of our nation to a 
free commerce and navigation in America fairly 
ſtated, and have heard it prov'd, beyond the 
' poſſibility. of a reply, that theſe rights have 
been notoriouſly invaded and violated, I cannot 
help being amazed that ſuch a heap of memo- 
rials, ſuch packets of letters, and ſo many vo- 
lumes, I may ſay, of credentials, ſhould paſs 
about a matter in itſelf ſo very clear, ſo very 
evident. Is it not ſurprizing, my Lords, that for 
theſe twenty-three years (for ſo long has the tra- 
ding part of our nation complain'd of the Spaniſh 
depredations) none of our negotiators, none of 
our miniſters, none of our ambaſſadors have hit 
upon ſo plain a fact, as is contained in the firſt 
reſolution we have now agreed to: A fact, my 
Lords, that appears upon the face of the very 
treaties that regulate all the commerce betwixt 
us and the Spaniards, both in Europe and Ameri- 
ca. This, my Lords, give me leave to ſay it, 
muſt create_in me a ſuſpicion, that the perſons 
who (to uſe the words of the reſolution now 
Bb 2 under 
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under our conſideration) made the frequent 
applications on the part of his Majeſty to the 


court of Spain, either did not or would not un- 
derſtand theſe treaties, or never looked into 
them. I ſhould be ſorry, my Lords, to ſuppoſe 
© that-it was the intereſt of any of our negotiators 
© to prolong the negotiations on this affair; 1 
* ſhould be yet more ſorry, to ſuppoſe that the 
* puſillanimity of any of our miniſters at this 
© court, from whom our miniſters abroad receive 
© their directions, ty*'d them up from putting it 
home to the Spaniſb court, and requiring a po- 
* ſitive and -a deciſive anſwer. But I think, my 
* Lords, I may venture to fay, that if we had 
* behav'd in this affair with a ſpirit and reſolu- 
© tion becoming Exghſhmen, our credit had never 
* funk ſo low, nor our diſcontent at home riſen 
* ſo high. The worſt conſequences that could 
© have attended ſuch a behaviour on our part, 
* muſt have been a war; and that too, my Lords, 
* a war upon an element where we were ure to 
be maſters. By ſuch a war we might have 
* eain'd, but never could have loſt, at leaſt, we 
* never could have loſt near ſo much as we have 
© loſt for ſome years paſt, by a peace more de- 
ſtructive as well as more diſhonourable in its 
* conſequences, than the moſt unſucceſsful war. 
If, my Lords, it ſhould be objected to this, 
© that we ought to be cautious how we enter into 
© a war with Spain, becauſe we don't know what 
part ſome of our neighbours may act in that 
event, I ſhould be glad to be inform'd of any 
© who ſhall make ſuch an objection, why we are 
not to ſuppoſe that, in caſe of a war, our moſt 
powerful neighbours will not be as ready to act 
in favour of Great Britain as in favour of Spain. 
I hope, my Lords, ſufficient care is taken to 
« ſtrengthen us with ſuch alliances, as may enable 
us to make as goed a figure in caſe of a wat 

— 5 « in 


$160 Mt FLEW „ rann - 
TS "OLE? e rr n ? 
7 1 f. TIA EL TO OY PIE rf. ² ⅛˙ð⁊ !„ͤwuVu . PI n # 
* » 4 46.4 X 8 n * q — * n ö Rn * apt -) nnn. * As 1 
% 83 0 ohm 9 A > ... AAA ²˙¹1Üb . ͤ ů TT NT a * . 
- N 4 7 2 FA " I fy i bile edt >, te 


F ⁵ĩ˙n1A ĩ˙ ˙;m ̃ĩ· F u 


FF 


2 
5 
3 
2 
1758 N 
1 
= 
* 
4 
8 
A 
9 
43 
4 
* 
-& 
£53 
Lake.” - 
? 
x 
. 

* 

3 
4 

i 

4 

* 

. 
"2 
i 
4 
F 
by 
M 
I 

2 
N 
4 
. 
E 
"MY 
* 
. 
| 
A 
ll 
r 
E 
Y 
oe 
* 
* 
7% 
= 
8 
. 
2 
. 
>\ 
my 4 
op 
3 
* 
(Ab 
5 
8 
* 
I 
© 
Ws 
Is 
A 
5 
by 


5 
iS 
4X 
. 
* 


* 
js 
be * 
& 
5 

2 
* 


K a K a „ 


A. 1738. DE BAT ES. 


in Europe, as we have formerly made; and, I 


<£ hope there has been nothing to our prejudice 
< concerted betwixt the court of Spain and any 
« other court, that has eſcaped the vigilance of our 


'£ miniſters. I dare ſay, my Lords, none of theſe 


will be pleaded as reaſons why we have ſo long 
and fo tamely put up with the injuries and inſults 
« we have met with from Spain; far leſs can it be 
« pleaded that his Majeſty has not a ſufficient re- 
venue, to defray all the expences that can attend 
our miniſters having a due influence in the 
« courts of Europe, or procuring the beſt intelli- 
« gence of every thing that may affect the honour 
and intereſt of this kingdom. 

The reſolution which is at preſent under our 
« conſideration, imports, that this houſe is fa- 
« tisfied with all the ſteps taken by our miniſter 
at the Spaniſh court, to procure a juſt ſatisfac- 
tion for our injured merchants ; for nothing leſs 
can be imply'd by theſe words, That it appears 
« to this houſe, that frequent applications have been 
made on the part of his Majeſty to the court of 
Spain, in 4 manner the moſt agreeable to treaties 
and to the peace and friendſhip ſubſiſting. betwixt 
* the two crowns, But, my Lords, I own, when 
I examine the inſtructions that have been fent 
to our miniſters at the court of Spain; when I 
* examine the memorials that have, in conſe- 
* quence of theſe inſtructions, been dehver'd in 
by them to that court, and when I examine the 


| © Spaniſh miniſter's anſwers and our miniſter's re- 


plies z I ſay, when I examine all theſe, I can- 
not help having ſome difficulty in giving my 
concurrence to this reſolution. In one of the 
anſwers, the Spaniſh miniſter is pleaſed to ad- 
vance, That there is no mention made ef the Ame- 
rican trade in any article of the treaty conc luded 
in the twentieth year of King Charles II. except 
in the eighth article, where, continues he, @s 
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374 PARLIAMENTARY. W 1738. 
©. well with regard to the Indies as to other coun- 
tries, all that is granted by the treaty of Mun- 

* ſter in the teventy third year of King Charles II. is 
granted to Great Britain and her ſhips without 
any diſtinfion, upon their obſerving the laws and 
« reſtriftions to which the ſubjcs of the United 
* Provinces are limited and confined. This laſt con- 
dition proves that ubatſoever is iipulated and 
« granted to the ſubjects of the United Provinces, 
cannot be refus'd to the Engliſh 3 but it proves 
at the ſame time, that they on their part are tyd 
* down to the obſervance of thoſe Iaws, to which 
« the ſubjefts of the United Provinces are oblig'd by 
* the treaty of Munſter. Theſe, my Lords, are 
the words of the Spaniſh miniſter in his memo- 
* rial to Mr. Keene, our reſident at the Spaniſh 
* court. But, my Lords, they contain a piece 
« of very ſtrange ſophiſtry. The Dutch, fays 
4 
4 
c 
6 
6 
0 
c 
« 
c 
6 
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he, are ty'd down to certain regulations in the 
American trade, and the ſubjects of Great Bri- 
tain upon their obſerving theſe regulations are 
entitled to the ſame advantages. My Lords, 
any man that talks in that ſtrain, muſt ſuppoſe 
the perſon. to whom he talks a fool, or ſome- 
thing worſe than a fool. For there is no man 
who has ever Took'd into that treaty, but muſt 
« ſee that the Dutch are indeed ty'd down to cer- 
tain reſtrictions in the European and the Eaſt-In- 
* dian trade with Spain; but it puts them upon 
the yery ſame footing, with regard to the Ame- 
rican trade, upon which the treaty concluded in 


the twenty-third of Charles II. puts us. So 
© that, my Lords, the laws to which the Spaniſb 
© miniſter ſays we are tyd down, muſt be thoſe 
© that are applicable to the commerce in Europe. 
Indeed, my Lords, when I firſt read this paſ- 
© fage in the Spaniſh memorial, I thought there 
'* muſt be ſome. particular ſtipulation betwixt 
0 the Ow and | Dutch w the treaty of Mun 


ter: 
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« fer: But when I came to look into that treaty, 
I ſound an article in it that deſtroys the poſſi- 
« bility of any ſuch regulations, with regard to 
« the navigation and commerce in America; for 
« the fixth article of that treaty runs thus: 

And as to the Weſt-Indies, the ſubjects and 
inhabitants of the kingdoms, provinces, and lands 
« of the ſaid Lords, the King and States, reſpective- 
« [y, ſhall forbear ſailing to, and trading in any of 
the harbours, places, forts, lodgments, or caſtles, 
and all others poſſeſs d by one or the other party, 
« viz, the ſubjefts of the ſaid Lord the King ſhall 
nat ſail to, or trade in thoſe held or poſſeſs'd by 
« the ſaid Lords the States, nor the ſubjetts of the 
« ſaid Lords the States ſail to, or trade in thoſe 
« held and poſſeſsd by the ſaid Lord the King. 
This article, my Lords, of the treaty of 
Munſter takes away all poſſibility of our being 
laid under the reſtrictions, in our navigation in 
America, which the Dutch are ſubject to in their 
trade with Old Spain. Therefore, my Lords, 
I think it is ſurprizing, that the Spaniſb miniſter 
* ſhould talk at this rate, or that he ſhould ſup- 
< poſe that this reaſon could paſs with any man, 
* who had ever look'd into the treaties between 
* the two crowns; and it is no leſs ſurprizing to 
me, that ſuch a plain anſwer to this part of the 
* Spaniſh Memorial ſhould not oecur to our mi- 
n 2 0-48 2 6c07 

* My Lords, it is certain, that in all the trea- 
ties that have been made betwixt Spain and any 
nation in Europe, the Spaniards have always ſti- 
* pulated an exclufive right of commerce to their 
* own ſettlements. And, indeed, the American 
© treaty of accommodation; c. which we grant- 
ed to them, was rather explanatory of thoſe 
rights, which they before pretended to in their 
* own plantations, than giving them any new 
ones. It was a' treaty, my Lords, granted 
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them at a time when they were complaining 
of almoſt the ſame grievances from our ſubjects 
in America, as our merchants now ſuffer from 
© their Guarda Cyta*'s. They preſented memorials 
at our court, in the ſame manner as our mi- 
* niſters now do at theirs ; and they received an- 
* ſwers from us much in the ſame ſtrain as we do 
now from them. We did not pretend, indeed, 
to juſtify any of the captures or depredations 
committed by our ſubjects in America, neither 
* did we endeavour to blind them with any 
+ ſtrain'd conſtructions of - treaties, much leſs did 
we threaten or. bully them; and in this, it is 
true, the part we then aRed, is different from 
the part they act now. But, my Lords, it 
* ſeems, we then knew very well that the Spa- 
* niards were ſenſible they were no match for us; 
* for though we actually diſpatched orders to our 
* governors. in America, directing à ceſſation of 
the hoſtilities, and a reſtitution of unjuſt cap- 


were diſpatched from hence, were communi- 
5. cated to the Spaniſh miniſter at this court; yet 
very often a private packet by the very ſame 
5 ſhip, to the very ſame governor, enjoin'd him 
to pay no regard to theſe memorials, but to make 
< the beſt uſe of his time and power, in ſeizing and 
5 diſpofing of what Spaniſb prizes he could take. 
This, my Lords, was the manner in which our 
government then acted; I could never hear of 
any of our American governors who was re- 
* warded,: either for allowing theſe depredations, 
or for diſobeying the publick orders that were 
+ ſent him: Nor indeed were any of them pu- 
* niſh*d; for before ſuch a governor could be 
b calbd over and brought to trial here, all diffe · 
 rences were commonly made up betwixt the two 
+ courts, matters were huſh'd, the governor was 


e ferers 


* tures; and though theſe orders, before they 


1 left in the exerciſe of his power, and the fuf- 
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« ferers to the ſatisfaction of complaining. But, 
my Lords, unjuſtifiable as this way of proceeding 
was, we do not find that any of the ſubjects of 
« Great Britain, who acted by virtue of a com- 
miſſion from our governors in America, ever 
« exerciſed any cruelty upon the perſons of the 
« Spaniſh ſubjects, who were ſo unhappy as to fall 
into their hands; we do not find that any of 
them were led into a diſmal captivity, or thrown 
into loathſome priſons at the very gates of our 
« capital. This ſpecies of rapine, which deprives 
« a man not only of his property, but his liberty, 
his limbs, and ſometimes his life, was reſerved 
for the Spaniards to practiſe in time of profound 
« peace and tranquillity, and upon thoſe who 
own themſelves their friends and allies. It is 
true, my Lords, that in thoſe days, a gang of 
« lawleſs robbers, natives of England, did com- 
mit great exceſſes and cruelties upon many of 
the Spaniards in America. But, they never had 
* any authority or connivance from our govern- 
ment; and they did no more to the Spaniards, 
than they would have done to the Eugliſb, had 
they had the like booty to expect from the one 
* as from the other. Our governors and our men 
* of war at laſt ſuppreſs'd them; they hang'd as 
many of them up as fell into their hands, and, 
I believe, there was not a ſubje& who enjoy'd 
* the protection of our laws, who did not heartily 
* deteſt them, But, my Lords, though the cir- 
* cumſtances of our commerce and navigation in 
* America now, bear a near reſemblance to their 
* caſe then, in both theſe reſpects, yet we have 
* endured their inſolencies much longer than they 
did ours. Their complaints and our depreda- 
tions did not laſt for above two or three years at 
* fartheſt. But their outrages have been for 
* twenty years continually repeated, unprovoked 
: by any act of hoſtility, and in return for many 
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« inſtances 


6 inſtances'of favour and friendſhip. - Befides, my 
Lords, I conceive we are much more able to 
command redreſs from Spain now, than they 
+ were to command it from us in thoſe days. 
© The ſucceſſion to their crown was then doubt- 
ful, they were harraſs d and exhauſted by a long 
and unſucceſsful war, and were deſtitute of 
< proper alliances to make head againſt our nayal 
power. But this, my Lords, is not our caſe; 
< his Majeſty is enabled to make as good a figure 
at ſea as any of his predeceſſors, and I believe, 
da much better. We have enjoy'd a long and 
profound peace, and, I hope, my Lords, the 
effects of that peace will be felt by the nation, 
if we are obliged to enter into a juſt and a ne- 
< ceflary war. We have received provocations 
* enough to rouze the moſt inſenſible; we have 
<* ſuffered as long as ever prudencce could require. 
And, though I believe every Lord here is of 
© opinion that peace is to be preſerved, upon fair 
< and honourable terms ; 'yet, the chance of war 
is, undoubtedly, preferable to ſuch a peace as 
Ve have for theſe twenty years paſt enjoy'd with 
Spain. I hope, my Lords, if we come to the 
© reſolutions, now propoſed, we ſhall act with 
more vigour than has hitherto been exerted ; 
for, I can't be perſuaded that the applications to 
© the court of Spain, have been made with that 
< warmth and reſolution which the affair required, 
or in the manner moſt agreeable to treaties ; be- 
£ cauſe many things, that might have been urged 
< from treaties in favour of our injured mer- 
© chants, ſeem to me to be omitted in our mi- 
« niſter's memorials: Nor, my Lords, can I be 
< perſuaded 'that our acting in this manner was 
the proper way to cultivate the peace and 
© friendſhip ſubſiſting betwixt the two crowns; 
© becauſe our tameneſs and ſubmiſſion appears 
« plainly to have encouraged — in 
e Ts 
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« their denying us juſtice, or redreſs. I am afraid, 
« my Lords, it has heightened their obſtinacy, 
« and has given that court reaſon to imagine that 
« we either dare not, or cannot, or will not redreſs 
« ourſelves. But, my Lords, I hope the mea- 
« ſures that will be taken in confequence of theſe 
« reſolutions will ſoon undeceive them. We have 
« experienced his Majeſty's concern for the inte- 
« reſt of his people, and if an adequate ſati faction 
« be not ſpeedily procured, it will not be owing to 
him, but to thoſe who repreſent the differences 
« betwixt us and Spain in ſuch a light, as either 
makes the damage done to our navigation and 
commerce inconſiderable, or to thoſe who con- 
demn the manner in which the ſufferers traded, 
cas illicit, or wreſt the ſenſe of treaties to favour 
« the violences of the Spaniards. | 

My Lords, I think it appears both from the 
proceedings of the other houſe, ſo far as they 
have come to our knowledge, and by the pa- 
« pers nuf upon our table, that there is no 
« neceſſity for any farther enquiries. The ſuffer- 
* ings of our merchants, and the outrages of the 
* Spaniards have been proved beyond controver- 
* ſy; they have been ſhown after the ſtricteſt 
examination to be contrary to the tenour of trea- 
ties and the law of nations. Let us therefore 
* unanimouſly concur in a proper defence of our 
* undoubted rights, and demand a confirmation 
* of thoſe privileges to which publick compacts. 
* and eſtabliſned treaties have evidently entitled 
* us. But let us not too haſtily agree to this 
© reſolution, which ſuppoſes our applications more 
* regular and forcible, and perhaps the court of 
Spain more obſtinate and unreaſonable, than 
they will appear upon an exact conſideration. 

* However, I ſhall not take the liberty to pro- 
* pole any amendment to this reſolution, or to 
offer any other reſolution in its room. I ſub- 
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mit to your Lordſhips better judgment in every 
thing I have ſaid; which, I aſſure your Lord. 
ſhips, was not ſpoken with any intention to bring 
us into a debate. On the contrary, I am of opi- 
nion, that nothing can contribute ſo much to 
the figure which this nation ought to make 


ment on-this important affair ; I ſhould therefore 
rather chuſe to acquieſce in what is not perfectly 
according to my own judgment, than to give 
the world any reaſon to believe that we are not 


unanimous on this occaſion.* | 


The Duke of Newcaſtle ſpoke next to the fol- 
lowing effects | 


My Lords, | 
© It muſt give the moſt ſenſible pleaſure to 
every man, who wiſhes well to the intereſt of 
< Great Britain, and the honour of the crown, 
to find, that the Parliament has been ag tender 
< of the intereſts of our injured merchants, as 


they have been unanimous in repreſenting their 


< grievances. But it will give' me great concern, 
if the endeavours of Parliament to procure 
© them redreſs, ſhould occaſion any reflections on 
the conduct of thoſe whom his Majeſty has 
thought proper to entruſt with the management 
of the points that remain undecided betwixt 
cus and the court of Spain, or of the points that 
© have already been adjuſted. As I dare fay, 
none of the noble Lords who ſpoke on this 
© occaſion, have any other views than what pro- 
< ceed from a fincere deſire to ſee theſe differences 
* accommodated in the manner moſt agreeable to 
* the intereſt of this nation : So I am convinced 
* that I ſhall be pardoned, if I endeavour, to ſet 
the proceedings of his Majeſty's ſervants, on 
* this important affair, in a juſt light. ; 1 
| | s The 


abroad, as the unanimity of the Britiſh Parlia- 
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The noble Lord who 
* app 


| {poke laſt, ſeems to be 
rehenfive that our miniſter at the court of 


« Spain has been bound up by the inſtructions he 


received from our court, from making thoſe in- 


« ſtances, that were neceſſary to procure redreſs to 
© our injured merchants, with that zeal and 
« warmth which, from the juſtice of their com- 
« plaints, he was entitled to exert. My Lords, 
if our miniſter at that court has been guilty of 


c any 


remiſſneſs of that kind, I ſhall be very far 


from excuſing it; but one thing is certain, and 
] believe ſome of your Lordſhips know it by 


ex] 


perience, | that it is very hard for thoſe at 


a diſtance, to direct a miniſter at a foreign court 
in what manner he ſhall behave; and that it is 
« unjuſt to blame him, if he does not act in the 
manner in which they think they would have 


done in his fituatfon. 


A miniſter is, indeed, 


always ſuppoſed to be furniſhed with inſtructions 


and 


powers to make the honour of his Prince 


and the intereſt of his country the firſt objects 


of 


his concern; but it is hard to tie him down 


to any particular meaſures, when theſe intereſts 
come to be canvaſs'd, and to the very words in 


* which he is to pen eve 


ry memorial he ſhall pre- 


* ſent, An able miniſter, my Lords, in theſe 
* circumſtances, is to act as the exigencies of his 


* to 


negotiation, and the characters of thoſe he has 
do with, hall require. 


Thus far, I have 


taken the liberty to ſpeak in general, as to the 
* part in which our minifters both at home and 
abroad have acted, with regard to the diſputes 
* betwixt us and Spain. But if upon examining 
* the ſteps they have taken, it ſhall be found that 
they have acted any way inconſiſtent with, or 


* contradito 


ry to, the intereft of this nation ; if 


it ſhall be found that the ſteps they have taken 
* are even not agreeable to the reſolutions we are 


coming to, I ſhall be far from vindicating them; 


wo 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 138 
© I ſhalt be as willing as any Lord here, that they 
fall under the cenſure of this houſe, and be 
given up to the juſtice of their country. What 
the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt principally in- 


<. ſifted on, I think, was, that the memorials of 


our miniſter at the court of Spain, and the re- 
<. preſentations he made, were not expreſſive of 
< our rights to a free navigation and commerce to 
and from any part of his Majeſty's dominions in 
America. My Lords, I have look'd pretty ex- 
actly into theſe. memorials, and dare venture to 
« affirm, that our rights are fully and expreſly 
aſſerted in them, and that there has been no 
omiſſion of any circumſtance in our favour, that 
could reaſonably occur to our miniſter at the 
time of his preſenting theſe memorials. In the 
© memorials deliver'd by the Spaniards to our mi. 
© | niſter dated the 10th of laſt month, the Spanjþ 
< miniſter had ſaid, That there was no article in 
< the treaty of commerce made with the Spaniards in 
« the 20th year of King Charles II. except the eighth, 
applicable to the navigation carried on by the tiny 
nations in America; thereby intimating that, on 
< theſe ſeas, the Spaniards were not tied up to the 
manner of viſiting our ſhips preſcrib'd by the 
< faid treaty ; but that their Guarda Cofta*s might 
« ſeize them whenever it appear d that they bad 
© unneceſſarily altered their courſes ta make any 5 
« the Spaniſh ports, This, my Lords, was 1 
very intereſting point to our navigation and 
commerce, and had our- miniſter yielded it up 
© to that court, or had our miniſtry here given 
him any inſtructions for that purpoſe, he and 
they, no doubt, had been guilty of betraying 
the intereſts of their country. But I humbly 
© conceive, the memorial which our miniſter, by 
order of his court, preſented in anſwer to that 
memorial of the Spaniſh miniſter, contains a ful 
* and explicit anſwer to this unjuſtifiable claim 


« of 


5 


87 
2 
5 
; 

* 

* 

[37 
25 


2x 
* 
"uf 


. 1738. D E BAT E 8. 
« 'of the Spaniards. He tells that court, what all 
the Lords who have ſpoken on this occaſion 


© have admitted, Thut wwe do not pretend to a right 


« of trading with the Spaniſh ſettlements in Ameri: 
ca, becauſe there is not only no article in the treaty 
© made in the 20th of King Charles II. that can au- 


« thorize ſuch a trade, but that the whole tenor of 
« the treaty made three years after, abſolutely prohi- 


« dits it. And that we were not confined to 
particular latitudes, or ſubject to any ſeizures, 
« unleſs detected in the exerciſe of unlawful 
« commerce. RP ak 
This, my Lords, is what the noble Lord who 
© propoſed the amendment to the firſt reſolution 
« we have come to, principally inſiſted on. For 
I think the noble Lord ſeemed to be of opinion, 
that the excluſive article againſt our trading to 
* the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, in the laſt mention'd 
treaty, was the principal ſecurity we had againſt 


the encroachments of the Spaniards upon our 


navigation in theſe ſeas. And, my Lords, I 

think, this anſwer of his Majeſty's reſident at 
the Spaniſh court, was a much more proper an- 
ſwer to their claim of ſearching, than if he had 
entered into a long and tedious diſquiſition a- 
bout the ſenſe of the ſixth article of the trea 
of Munſter, whether it reſpected the Dutch and 
Spaniſh commerce in America as well as in Eu 
rope, or that of Europe alone. Your Lordſhips 
likewiſe find that in the repreſentation of our 
miniſter, which gave occaſion to that memorial 
of the Spaniſb miniſter, he urges the very thing 
(and almoſt in the ſame words) which is con- 
tained in your Lordſhips firſt reſolution. He 
inſiſts that the Britiſb ſhips are inconteſtably in- 
titled to a right of carrying on a lawful com- 
merce 1n America: And this lawful commerce, ac- 
cording to your Lordſhips ſenſe of the words, 
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is here reſtrained to our liberty of trading in 
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PA RLIAM EN TA AT A. 1738. 
any commodities to and from any part of his 
© Majeſty's dominions. At the fame time, he 
© remonſtrates, that even though fome goods 
© which may be thought the growth of their co- 
© lonies, ſhould be found on board of our ſhips 
by a Spaniſp Guarda Coſta, that circumſtance 
© cannot be a juſt ground to the Spaniards for con- 
© fiſcating the whole ſhip and cargo. And to 
« ſupport this, he relates the 15th and 23d arti. 
cles of the treaty made in the 23d of King 
"Charles II. My Lords, I cannot conceive that 

any words can come up more fully to the reſo- 
lution which your Lordſhips have juſt now 
come to, than thoſe of the memorial. And! 
am convinced, had the noble Lord who ſpoke 
laſt, conſidered theſe memorials with that accu- 
"racy he is ſo much maſter of, his Lordſhip 
would have been of my opinion. But as it is 
neceſſary for the juſtification of our miniſters 
© here, to take a farther view of the memorials 
* which his Majeſty's reſident in Spain, preſented 
© in confequence of his inſtructions from this 
court, I ſhall beg your Lordſhips indulgence 
© for a few words more. My Lords, when we 
take a view of the ſeveral papers lying before 
us, we ſee that his Majeſty's inſtances are not 
* confined to a bare demand of reparation of the 
injuries done our merchants, but inſiſt on our 
© having ſecurity for the quiet enjoyment of all 
« their juſt rights for the future. The Spaniſh 
© minifter had pretended that our ſhips could 
not claim a right to be viſited only in the man- 
ner preſcrib'd by the treaty made in the 20th of 
King Charles II. And, I think, the words of 
«* the memorial given in to the court of Spain by 
his Majeſty's miniſter there, in anſwer to this 
«* aſſertion, come fo fully up to what appears to 
be the ſenfe of this houſe, that I doubt much 
if the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt would * 
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« That the particular regulations ſet down in that 
© preaty made in the 20th of King Charles II. to be 
© obſerved by the ſubjects of both nation in regard to 
« navigation in places where it is agreed to be free, 
far from being repugnant to the treaty concluded 
© three years after, are conformable theretb, and ex- 
© tend, and ought neceſſarily to be extended to the ſhips 
© and effetts o the ſubjetts of both nations, in what- 
ever ſeas they are met with, *vbether in Europe 
« or any other purt of the world. Theſe, my Lor 
© are the words of the memorial, which are ſub- 
« mitted to your Lordſhips conſideration: Arid 
they ſuggeſt that our ſhips ought only to be 
« viſited by two or three men in a long-boat, as 
© the noble Lord who offer'd the amendment ob- 
© ſerved, I ſhall now proceed to examine if our 
* miniſtry has been deficient, by not making pro- 
per applications at the court of Spain upon the 
* other points of difference. The manner of car- 
* rying on the proceſs of confiſcation, when any 
«of our ſhips were ſeized by the Spaniarde, was 
a a caſe that very much required the interpoſition 
* of our court, and no doubt will be brought un- 
© der a proper regulation, when the other diffe- 
* rences come to be adjuſted. By the treaties be- 
© twixt Spain and England, it is certain that each 
nation has. a right to judge how far any ſhips, 
* or veſſels, brought as prizes into her ports, are 
legally confiſcable. But this right has been 
* ſhamefully abuſed by the Spaniards, who, after 
* they ſeize a ſhip belonging to Great Britain, 
* detain the maſter and his crew on board their 
* own ſhip, during all the time in which the pro- 
* rels is carried on. It is true, the Spaniſh gover- 
nor aſſigns them counſel ; but then this counſel 
has no opportunity of knowing what defence 
the priſoners can make, becauſe they never once 
© ſee them during all the time the proceſs is car- 
Vo L. XVI. e „ ch. 


take to improve them. It is there inſiſted upd 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738, 


rying on; nor are they even allowed the liberty 


* of ſeeing ſo much as one paper which may 
make for the priſoners, they being before all 
« ſeized. and ſequeſtrated by order of the gover- 
nors: So that, the defence, that is made, is at 
* beſt but a -mock defence. This abuſe, my 
Lords, we have complained of in the ſtrongeſt 
terms at the court of Spain; and it was, doubt: 
* leſs, much owing to this practice, that the equi- 
table intentions of the King of Spain have been 
* ſo often baffled, and ſo many of our ſhips, car- 
* rying on a fair and lawful trade, confiſcated by 
the partiality of judges and governors. We 
have likewiſe, my Lords, complained in the 


_ © ſtrongeſt terms of the hardſhips. our merchants 


are under, who enter their appeal to the council 
of the Indies in Old Spain, againſt the deciſion 
of the governors in America, by being deprived 
of bringing any other evidence in their own fi- 
vour, but what has been already admitted in 
their courts of judicature in America. And there 
is great reaſon to believe that the King of Spain, 
both from his own equitable intentions, and 
from a conſideration of the ſuperiority of our 


| © naval force, will agree to a proper regulation. 


But there are ſome points, perhaps, which may 
admit of a little diſpute, when things come to 
be ſettled in the way of negotiation. . I believe 
© jt will not be eaſy for us to determine the exact 
value of our merchants loſſes; eſpecially, if it 
is true, as I am afraid we have but too much 
reaſon to ſuſpect, that ſome of our merchant- 
ſhips, that have been ſeized by the Spaniards on 
the American ſeas, had actually been concerned 
in an illicit trade with their ſettlements, and 
laden with their goods. I agree, indeed, with 
the noble Lords who have ſpoken on this head, 
<. that it Was againſt the faith of treaties, for any 
5 ſhip. commuſſion*d by the King of Spain to at 
wan 3 3, « tack 


A. =, Y DEBATES; 
© tack or ſearch an Engliſh ſhip or veſſel on the 
© open ſeas. "But, my Lords, if after ſuch a ſei- 
© zure has been made, a confiſcation of that ſhi 
has followed upon plain and inconteſtable evi- 
« dence, given in before the Spaniſb courts of ju- 
dicature, that ſuch a ſhip was concerned in an 
illicit trade with the Spaniſh ſettlements in Ame- 
« rica; I ſay, my Lords, in ſuch a caſe, I doubt 
much if a miniſter could entirely be juſtified, 
in reclaiming ſuch a ſhip, or demanding an e- 
« quivalent in money. My Lords, I do not men- 
tion this with any deſign of vindicating the 
Spaniards in their depredations, which J am ſen- 
* ſible have been unjuſt in themſelves, as well as 
attended with many aggravating circumſtances. 
* I do it only to ſhew to your Lordſhips, that 
though the King of Spain is diſpoſed to redreſs 
the injuries that have been done us, and which, 
das J have ſhewn to your Lordſhips, our miniſ- 
* ters have complained of in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
there may ariſe certain points worthy of being 
diſcuſs'd in an-amicable' manner, and in which 
* perhaps it may be neceſſary as well as prudent 
in both parties, to recede a little from the ri- 
* gour of their demands. But, my Lords, when 
* I fay this, I have not the moſt diftant thought, 
that we ought to give up the leaſt point of our 
* right to a free navigation in the ji far: ſeas, 
* This, Jam unalterably for” aſſerting at all events; 
* but J think, the moſt proper way to ſecure it, 
* is by ſhewing the world that we will as little 
* ſupport uttwarranitable practices in our mer- 
* chants; as we will ſuffer them in others. And 
this manner of proceeding will convince” the 
other powers of Europe, that we haue fight" as 
* well as power on our fide.” But ſhould: we pre- 
« cipitately enter into 2 war with Spain upon any 
, * doubtful points that may remain undecided be- 
_ In us; or ſhould' we attack them without 
| - + Ta giving 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1738, 
giving them an opportunity of making us re- 
paration in an amicable way, the other powers 
of Europe would immediately take the alarm; 
they might look on our proceeding as the effect 


© of a deſign, either to ſeize upon ſome part of the 
* Spaniſh dominions in America, and to annex it 


to our own crown; or as an attempt to force 
the Spaniards to allow us a free trade and com- 


'< merce with their ſettlements in America. Did 


any of our European neighbours, my Lords, ſuſ. 
pect that we had formed a deſign to diſmember 


any part of the Spaniſh monarchy from that 


crown, there is not the leaſt doubt but they 
would look upon us with a very jealous eye; 


© becauſe, as your Lordſhips know, the further 


alienation of any part of that monarchy 1s ſtrict. 


© ly guarded againſt in a ſeparate article of the 


treaty of Utrecht, and for the obſervance of this 
article both we and the French are guarantees. 
If it were ſuſpected, that we deſigned to force 


the Spaniards to allow us a free trade in all its 


branches to their ſettlements in America, the 
French would not fail to oppoſe us in ſuch a de- 
ſign, the King of Spain, in the ſame treaty of 
Utrecht, having laid himſelf under an engage- 
ment, not to grant it to the ſubjects of any nation 
of Europe except his own : And the French mo- 
narch, by the fame treaty, was obliged to give 
up all claim to the exerciſe of any commerce to 
the Spaniſb ſettlements there. This, my Lords, 
has always been look*d upon as a neceſſary ſtep 
towards preventing any one nation in Europe 
from becoming too rich and too powerful for 
the reſt: And the preſerving the ſole right of 
navigation and commerce to and from the Spa- 
niſh ſettlements in America, to the Spaniards them: 
ſelves, was not the effect ſo much of the Spaniſh 
policy, as of the jealouſy. which the powers of 


* Europe entertained amongſt themſelves, leſt any 
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A. 1738. DEBATES. 
other ſhould acquire too great a property in 
© that valuable branch of commerce. They knew 


that while the treaſures of the Indies were the 


property of the Spaniards, or at leaſt while they 
centred in Spain, that ſooner or later their ſub- 
jects muſt have a proportionable ſhare ; becauſe 


vantages, which the other nations of Europe en- 
joy, from their manufactures and the induſtry of 
their inhabitants; and that conſequently it was 
not in the power of the . Spaniards, let them 
have never ſuch an aſpiring and politic Prince 
at their head, to monopolize theſe treaſures. 
Whereas, ſhould too large a ſhare of them come 
into the hands of any other nation in Europe, 
whoſe ſituation, power or trade, render them 
perhaps already formidable to their neighbours, 
they might be employed to purpoſes inconſiſ- 
tent with the peace of Europe, and which might 
one day prove fatal to the balance of power, 
that ought to ſubſiſt amongſt her ſeveral Prin- 
ces. In ſuch a caſe there is no doubt but that a 
formidable alliance would be made againſt the 
power thus aſpiring; and ſhould. the differences at 
laſt come to be made up by a treaty, it would be 
found that the moſt probable way to ſecure the 
general peace, is to ſuffer the Spaniards to re- 
main in the ſame ſituation, as to their American 
ſettlements, they are now in. I know, my Lords, 


Utrecht was concluded, ſome ſtipulations were 

made in our favour as to the American trade, par- 
ticularly the contract for importation of ſlaves 
into the Spaniſh Indies, which was made in conſe- 
quence of the 12th article of the treaty of com- 
merce at Utrecht. Three years after, we likewiſe 

obtained a treaty of declaration in regard to the 

* ſaid ſlave trade; which treaty was confirmed by 

* the treaty of Madrid, which was concluded five 
N Ge "Tm 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 

« years after. But, my Lords, the privileges 
*- which we gain'd by theſe treaties, and the exe- 
cution of them, have put both out government 
and our merchants to great expence and trouble 
in their ſolicitations at that court; and the ob- 
ſtructions our intereſts met with there, no doubt, 
© were ſecretly promoted and encouraged by ſome 
of our neighbours, Who, I believe, might other- 
© wile wiſh us very well, but could not, for the 
* reaſons T have already given, bear to ſee any 
© alteration made in the American commerce, that 
© might endanger the balance of power, which the 
Princes of Europe have N ee ſo ne- 
ceſſary to her quiet. 8 
From theſe conſiderations, my Lords, were 
* there no other, I think it evidently appears, 
that to plunge ourſelves into a wat with Spain, 
© before we left them inexcuſable in their conduct 
towards us, would be a' very impolitic ſtep. 
For, if we meet with ſucceſs in ſuch a war, the 
greater the ſucceſs, the greater will be the jea- 

© louſy of our neighbours, and the ſtronger their 
© endeavours, either ſecretly or openly, to deprive 
us of the advantages our arms may have acqui- 
red. If the war is unſucceſsful on our fide, it 
© will confirm the Spaniards in their refuſal to do 
us juſtice, and-gratify their pride and inſolence. 
Beſides, my Lords, let our ſucceſs in a war with 
Spain be as great as the beſt friend to Britain 
could wiſh; I am afraid, even in that caſe, our 
other merchants would have as much cauſe to 
complain of our courage, as our Weſt-India mer- 
chants affect to do of our forbearance. Your 
Lordſhips are to conſider, that the French, by ob- 
' ſerving an appearance of an exact neutrality, 
may run away with the moſt gainful branches 
of our commerce, which are thoſe to Portugal, 


F N B BB 


and to Turkey; our trade to Old Spain muſt be 


* nad in their hands, and our trade to * 
« ther 
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L ther places rendered precarious by their priva- 


teering. Thus, in the end, we may find our- 


ſelves loſers by our conqueſts. So that, my 


Lords, there is no occaſion for any one to be 


ſurprized, that no violent or precipitate mea- 


ſures have been yet entered into againſt Spain, 


and that our miniſtry has hitherto endeavoured 


rather to perſuade. than to compel. I ſay, my 
Lords, to perſuade ; for I think it is no hard 


« 


matter to convince a Spaniard, who knows any 


thing of the differences betwixt us and that 


court, that it is for the advantage of his nation, 


that the matters of diſpute betwixt us ſhould be 
adjuſted in an amicable way. For, ſhould the 
Spaniards obſtinately refuſe to come into reaſon- 


able terms, our cauſe would become the cauſe 


of all Europe; every power in it would look 
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upon the injuſtice they do to us, as a prelude to 
what they themſelves are one day to expect. 
This conduct will convince all our neighbours, 


my Lords, that we have no deſign to engroſs 


any part of the Spaniſb monarchy to ourſelves, 


with a view of diſturbing the peace of Europe, 2 


or of making them more dependent upon us; 
for hereby they muſt ſee that we are forced into 
a war, in which we are ſupported by. juſtice; 
and that we are acting from no principle either 
of ambition. or avarice, but ſolely from the mo- 


tives by which every people who underſtands 
or regards their own intereft muſt neceſſarily be 


determined. It will likewiſe give the King of 
Spain time to reflect both on his own danger, 


in caſe of a refuſal, and to ſee his own intereſt 


in caſe of a compliance; and if he has been 
impoſed upon by falſe repreſentations from his 
own miniſters, it may open his eyes, and make 
him leſs ſuſceptible of ſuch impreſſions in time 


to come, and conſequently a more firm ally to 


* Great Britain. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
What I have ſaid, my Lords, I think is ſuf. 
ficient to prove, that frequent applications have 
been de to the court of Spain on the part 
of his Majeſty, in a manner the moſt agretable 
to treaties, and to the peace and friendſhip ſubſiſt. 
ing between the two crowns. 1 hope your Lord- 
ſhips are convinced, that our miniſters both at 
home and abroad have acted for the honour and 
intereſt of this nation: And if any of your 
Lordſhips will take the pains to compare the 
remonſtrances given in to the court of Spain by 
our miniſter there, with the reſolutions that are 
now under our conſideration, I believe it will be 
found that it was not owing to any defect of 
application from the miniftry, that we have not 
long fince had a full and ample reſtitution in 


eyery point. It was owing to the obſtinacy of 
the Spaniſh court, and that Prince's being miſin- 


form'd and impofed upon as to the 9 75 of 
our difference, that they refuſed us ſatisfaction; 
and it was owing to a tender regard for the inte- 
reft of this nation, that his Majeſty did not em- 
loy force in order to obtain it. The noble 
Lord who ſpoke laſt, was pleaſed to give your 
Lordſhips an account of the fituation in which 
things were in betwixt us and Spain, when the 
treaty of the z0th of King Charles II. was 
granted. But I believe his Lordſhip is of opi- 
nion that our conduct at that time was a proof 
rather of the power than of the juſtice, or 
ſoundneſs of politicks of our nation. The Spa- 
niards, it is true, were not then in a condition 
to make head againſt the power of England. 
But the other powers of Europe interfer d; they 
grew jealous, left, if the Spaniſh ſettlements 
ſhould be ruined in America by means of our 
depredations, they might be deprived of the 
advantages they drew from their commerce 
with Old Spain; and though at that time, there 
e 
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was no good underſtanding betwixt the French 


and Spaniſh courts, yet the French thought it 
much more for their intereſt, that the Span 


ſettlements in America ſhould remain annexed to 


that crown, than that any of them ſhould fall 
into our hands: And it appears, that the Dutch, 
thoſe rivals of our trade, have always been of 
the ſame opinion. Therefore, my Lords, it 
was not from any inclination, or any pecu- 
niary confideration, that we had to accommodate 
differences with, or to prevent depredations upon 
the Spaniards in America, that we agreed to 


a treaty which they thought ſo advantageous to 


themſelves ; but becauſe we were ſenſible, that if 
we delayed any longer to do them juſtice, the 
other powers of Europe would interpoſe and ex- 
ert themſeves in favour of the Spaniards. This, 
my Lords, was the true reaſon why we granted 
them the American treaty z and this muſt be the 
caſe at all times, when we or any other power 


in Europe ſhall, by the ſuperiority of a naval 


force, endanger any part of the Spaniſh acqui- 
ſitions in America, I believe, as the noble 
Lord obſerved, the Spaniards at the ſame time 
remitted to us the payment of a confiderable 
ſum ; but, my Lords, had there been no other 
reaſon to oblige us, we could eafily have found 
a pretence for refuſing the payment of that ſum ; 
and the ſame force that protected us againſt 
their reſentment in our depredations, would 
have protected us in our refuſal to pay what 
was owing to them. Their giving up ſo conſi- 
derable a demand might indeed have great influ- 
ence over a court, which ſtood ſo much in need 
of money as that of King Charles II. generally 
did ; but it is plain our principal motive was, 
the apprehenfions we. were under, leſt our 


= © neighbours ſhould make the Spaniſh quarrel 
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The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, ſeemed to 
<« infinuate that the miniſtry had acted in a puſil. 
lanimous manner, by bearing ſo long with the in- 
© ſolence of the Spaniards : I hope I have ſhewed, 
© that the meaſures they have taken, have been 
© both juſt and neceſſary. What benefits would 
have enſued from more precipitate methods of 
© proceeding, what advantages we could have pro- 
* poſed from ruſhing into a war with Spain, no 
« Lord has yet informed us. The debts con- 
© tracted in the late war lie yet heavy on the 
nation, and who but her enemies can think 
* with patience of adding to the burden? 
»The advantages, if any, that we ſhall gain, 
may entail another war upon us, by which al 
Europe may be ſet on fire; whatever we get by 
© a war, muſt be by employing our naval force, 
either in making conqueſts in America, or in at. 


* 


tacking and ſeizing the plate fleet. Whatever 


acquiſitions our arms may gain us in America, 
© the treaty for reſtoring peace, as I have ſhewn, 
will probably take away; and all other nations in 
Europe are too much intereſted in their plate fleet, 
© not to unite their endeavours to ſecure it from 
© us, or, at leaſt, to reclaim the treaſure we may 
take in thoſe ſhips. Any attempt of this natur 
would endanger the friendſhip of our beſt allies 
and then I ſhould not be ſurprized to hear or 
* miniſtry as much blamed for diſobliging ou 
friends, as now for encouraging our enemies 
© Tt is much more ſafe for others to cenſure and 
direct, than for miniſters to act; and fince I ft 
in this houſe, my Lords, when a war with 
Spain was thought juſt and neceflary by his Mz 
© jeſty and the miniſtry, it was oppoſed by thoſ 
© who are now loudeſt in their complaints again 


« pacific meaſures. This, my Lords, carinot du 


< create a ſuſpicion, that the outcries of ſome + 


gainſt the government do not proceed fo _ 55 
| | from 
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from a "ſpirit of patriotiſm, as of oppoſition. 
And I believe there is nothing they ſo much 
= < dread,” as our entering into a vigorous war, 
WT © which would deprive them of the only grounds 
of oppoſition that the conduct of the miniſtry 
| © has left them. The only thing they are more 
Wh + afraid of, is the prevention of a war, by a full 
& < conceſſion” of, all our demands: But far be it 
from me to imagine that ſuch ungenerous ſenti- 
ments can have infected your Lordſhips, who 
will doubtleſs rejoice in the honour and proſpe- 
We © rity of your country, whether ſecured by the 
power of ' victorious arms, or the leſs hazardous 
means of treaty and negotiations.” 


The Earl of wo ſpoke next as follows. 
72% My Lords, | 


a 


* 


Cad 


La 
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— 
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has endeavoured to prove that nothing more 
could have been done for the honour of this 


QA &A 


ferences with Spain by our miniſters; and that 
it is not to be imputed to the King of Spain, 
but to his miniſters, that we have not had ſa- 
tisfaction. Had the injuries we ſuffered, my 
Lords, been of a, ſhort continuance ; had they 


a a 6.0 0.04 


the noble Duke's arguments might have given 
me a very favourable impreſſion of the conduct 
of our miniſtry. 
Saniſb courts of Juſtice, together with the na- 
BY © tural phlegm of that people, ſubject thoſe who 
have any thing de penn before them, to great 
convenience, and unreaſonable delays. But, my 
Lords,” when I refle& that we have complained, 
and complained - with juſtice, . above twenty 
Years, T cannot help. 5 on ſuch delays as 
an abfolute denial of redreſs, and concluding 


nation, than has been done 1 in our preſent dif- 


that 
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If I 29795 underſtand the noble Duke, he Earl of 
Cbeſterfield's 


ſpeech. 


been of no older date than three or four years, 


I know that the forms of the 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738 
that the Spaniards intend to fell us their friend. 
ſhip at no leſs price than the poſſeſſion of our 
ſettlements in America, and the exclufive ſove- 
reignty of thoſe ſeas, Every man muſt be con. 


vinced of this truth, who has had an opportu- 
l nity of obſerving how their conduct has war of 


in proportion as they had any thing to hope or 
to fear from this nation. About twenty years 
ago, their inſolence provoked; his Majeſty to give 
ſuch inſtructions to his Admiral, as made them 
feel the effects of our reſentment for ſeveral 


years. During all that time our merchants were, 


1 think, pretty free from any apprehenſions of 
the Spanyh. depredations. But no ſooner had 
that court recovered from the conſternation, into 
which the ſucceſs of our arms had thrown her, 
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and ftrengthened herſelf with new alliances, 
© than her Guards Cofta*s renewed their violences, 
and we our fruitleſs ſolicitations, - In this ſtate 
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affairs continued till the treaty of Seville. At 


that time, as your Lordſhips know, the court of 
Spain had one favourite point in view, which ſhe 
could never have obtained without our aſſiſtance 
and friendſhip ; this was the introduction of Dam 
Carlos into Italy with 6000 Spaniſb troops, in 
direct violation of one of the principal articles 
of the quadruple alliance. We even conſented 
to this alteration, tho? we thereby hazarded the 
friendſhip of our old and firm ally, the Emperor, 
who by that introduction has. ſince loſt moſt of 
the poſſeſſions he enjoyed in Italy. While this 
negotiation was upon the carpet, and while we 
ſeemed to make a difficulty of gratifying the 
ambitious views of the Queen of Spain, there 
was a ceſſation of their hoſtilities : For in the 
liſt of the captures. now befgre us, I do not ſee 
any that were made during that time. I mention 
this, my Lords, to ſhew that the Span/p mo- 
narch can make himſelf obey'd by his Americas 

* L ſubjeds 


/ 


« ſybje&ts and governors, when he has an intereſt 
« to gratify 3 but that motive no ſooner ceaſes, 
« than he and his court are contented that their 
« orders ſhould be diſobeyed, and their intentions 
' « miſunderſtood, by their ſervants and officers ; 
and therefore we can never hope for the due 
execution of. any treaty with Spain in dur fa- 
« your, if we ſhould leave it in her power to 
© elude it. This is a point, my Lords, which 
« will not admit of the leaſt diſpute, if we con- 
« fider in what manner thoſe articles of the treaty 
« of Seville, that were in our favour, have been 
executed. The 4th article of that treaty runs 
in the following terms: It having been agreed 
by the preliminary articles, that the commerce 
| « of Great Britain and France, as well in Europe 
« 25 in the Indies, ſhould be re-eſtabliſh'd on the 
= «< foot of the treaties and conventions antecedent 
W « to the 11th year of King George I. and particu- 
« larly, that the commerce of Great Britain in 
«* America ſhould be exerciſed as heretofore ; it is 
agreed by the preſent article, that all neceſſary 
orders ſhall be diſpatched on both ſides without 
= © any delay, if they have not been ſent already, 
aas well for the execution of the ſaid treaties, as 
for ſupplying what may be wanting for the en- 
= © tire re-eftabliſhment of commerce, on the foot 
= © of the ſaid treaties and conventions.” How 
well this article has been obſerved, the liſt of 
W © captures before your Lordſhips will make ap- 
= © pear. Can it be pretended that, ſince the treaty 
of Seville, we have enjoyed the benefit of one 
article of the treaties concluded betwixt us and 
= © Spain before the 11th year of King George I? 
= © Or rather do not the circumſtances, with which 
W © almoſt every capture of our ſhips has been at- 
* tended, prove, that the Spaniards utterly diſre- 
© gard theſe treaties? On our fide, indeed, this 
* article has been punctually obſerved, nor ” 
9 : 


II find an inſtance of any infringement of it by 


© ards might proceed in their violences and de. 


© diate reparation of the damages our merchants 


<« tenſions" in America, founded on treaties, whe- 


the faid King. And the faid commiſſaries 
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our ſubjects in America, whoſe hands ſeem to 
have been bound up on purpoſe that the Spani. 


« predations with impunity, —. © © 

By other articles of the ſame treaty it appears, 
that the Spaniards were even then determined 
that we ſhould not reap any advantage from it, 
longer than till their own» purpoſes were ſerved, 
Had we inſiſted upon, and obtained an imme. 


then complained of, that could never have an. 
ſwered the intentions of the Spaniards, which 
< were to put off this point till they had got their 
favourite ſcheme brought about by our aſſiſ 
© tance. Accordingly, by the 6th article of the 
< ſame treaty we find, that commiſſaries ſhould 
ce be nominated with ſufficient powers on the 
<« part of their Britannick and Catholick Majeſties, 
« who ſhall aſſemble at the court of Spain, with. 
cc in the ſpace of four months after the exchange 
<« of the ratifications of the preſent treaty, or 
ce ſooner if it can be done, to examine and decide 
ce what concerns the ſhips and effects taken at ſea 
ce on either ſide, to the time ſpecified' in the pre- 
« ceding article. The ſaid commiſfaries ſhall 
« likewiſe examine, and decide, according to the 
<« treaties, the reſpective pretenſions that relate 
<« to the abuſes that are ſuppoſed to have been 
6 committed in commerce, as well in the In 
« as in Europe, and all the other reſpective pre- 


ce ther with reſpect to the limits or otherwiſe. 
« The ſaid commiſſaries ſhall likewife diſcuſs 
and decide the pretenſions which the King of 
c Spain may have, by virtue of the treaty of the 
« oth of King George I. for the reſtitution of the 
e ſhips taken by the Britiſh fleet in the gth of 
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be after 


8 


after having examined, diſcuſſed, and decided 
the aboveſaid points and pretenſions, ſhall 
make a report of their proceedings to their 
Britannick and Catholick Majeſties, who promiſe 
that, within the ſpace of fix months after the 


« making of the ſaid report, they will cauſe to 
« be executed, punctually and exactly, what ſhall 
« have been ſo decided by the ſaid commiſſaries.“ 
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« This article, my Lords, ſeems to have been 
inſerted into the treaty, on purpoſe, that all 
the advantages we could expect by it might be 


fruſtrated. | Before the commiſſaries could meet 
and decide upon the ſeveral pretenſions of the 


contracting powers, the Spaniards were ſure the 
deſign they propoſed by the treaty would be 
effected. Accordingly we found, that no ſooner 
had our arms and counſels introduced Don Car- 
hos into {taly, than new difficulties againſt the 
meeting of the commiſſaries were ſtarted; and 


when they met, not one point that concerned 


the purpoſe of their meeting was adjuſted. 
And, my Lords, it is remarkable that though 
the 8th article of the ſame treaty gives the 
commiſſaries three years from the ſigning of the 
treaty to finiſh their commiſſion, yet by the gth 
article, we find that the 6000 men of the King 
of Spain's troops and in his pay, are to be in- 
troduced into the gariſon*'d places, without loſs 
of time. All theſe circumſtances, when com- 
pared together, muſt give every one very ſtrong 
inclinations to believe that the Spaniards never 
meant to fulfil one article of that treaty, ſo far 


as it was in our favour; and I cannot help think- 


ing that our miniſters, both. here and at the 
court of Spain, have been monſtrouſly impoſed 
upon, in not obtaining from the Spaniards clear 
and explicit reaſons why that treaty was not ful- 
filled on their parts, as well as it has been on 
ours. Had this, my Lords, been done, his. 
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think we have already given ſufficient proofs 
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Majeſty and his Parliament might have judged 


what meaſures were neceſſary to oblige the Ha- 


niards to regard the faith of treaties, and our 
miniſters ſtood ſo far acquitted. This way of 
proceeding muſt likewife have prevented. the 
fcandalous inſults that have wounded the ho- 
nour of this nation, and the unjuſt depredationg 


that have almoſt deſtroyed the freedom of her 
commerce. And, my Lords, though it ſhould 
be granted, that the «mrs made on the 


part of his Majeſty at the court of Spain have 


been in the manner the moſt apreenble to treaties, 


yet give me leave to ſay, they have not been 
made in the manner that was moſt agreeable to 


the ſenſe and the intereſt of this kingdom. 
The noble Duke ſeemed to be of opinion, 


that if we ſhould now enter into a war with 
Spain, we might awaken the jealouſy, and draw 
upon us the ill offices of the other powers in 


Europe. My Lords, I am far from thinking 


war eligible when it is not neceſſary; but if it 
cannot be denied to be ſometimes neceſſary, let 


the noble Duke ſhew us when it can be more 
ſo, than at preſent: If his argument proves that 


we muſt not ow aſſert our rights by arms, it 


proves equally that we muſt never aſſert them. 


I am entirely of his Grace's opinion, that the 


preſervation of the Spaniſh dominions in America 
in that crown has been a point much regarded 


by the powers of Europe; but why ſhould they 
be leſs jealous of an exorbitant growth of the 
ſtrength of Spain there, than the juſt privileges 
of the Britiſb commerce? Or why ſhould we 
imagine that the Princes of Europe ſhould re- 
ſent the inforcement of treaties in which them- 


ſelves concurred ? Neither the capacity of our 
- negotiators, nor the honeſty of our neighbours 


are much complimented by this ſuppoſition. | 


that 
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« that neither avarice nor ambition have any ſhare 
in our demands upon Spain; nor is it to be ima- 
« oined, if our miniſters had talked in a higher 
« ſtrain, that France and Holland, the powers 
« hich the noble Duke ſeems moſt to appre- 
hend, would have been jealous of any attempt 
© to diſmember the Spaniſh monarchy. The firſt 
« of theſe powers ſeems at preſent too intent up- 
on other purſuits, to meddle in any commercial 
differences betwixt us and Spain; and I believe 
| + ſhe has entered into no private ſtipulations td 
© favour that crown, in caſe of a rupture; for 
how could ſuch ſtipulations have eſcaped the 
« vigilance of our miniſters ?- The noble Duke 
© himſelf gave us à very good reaſon to believe; 
that France would continue neutral; which is, 
« that they cannot gain ſo much by making them: 
« ſelves parties in the war, as they may gain by 
« obſerving an exact neutrality, as they have 
thereby an opportunity of engroſſing the moſt 
valuable branches of our commerce with Portu. 
* gal, Spain, and Turkey. So that if this argu- 
ment of the noble Duke's be good, we could 
have had nothing to apprehend from any im- 
mediate interpoſition of France in favour of 
Spain. But I think even this fear is chimerical ; 
for though during the heat of war our com- 
* merce in thoſe parts might be interrupted, yet 
it muſt; ſoon return to its former channel. The 
« Portugueſe would be guilty: of the moſt egregi- 
« ous folly and ingratitude, ſhould they ſuffer any 
other nation in Europe to rival us in trade with 
* them. The Spaniards themſelves muſt purchaſe 
our commodities; which has giver tile to this 
proverb in Spain, Peace with England, and war 
© with all the world beides. And; my Lords, as 
© to our Tarkey trade, I do not ſee what the French 
; = have done more in a time of war = 
Spain to ſupplant us there, than they are doing 
Vor. XVI“ 4 _ * every 
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every day. The Dutch on the other hand have 


long complained of the ſame treatment from 
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Spain that we complain of, and ſhould we enter 
into a war with Spain, all the rules of policy 
oblige them to ſecond our attempts. I believe 
indeed that the preſent ſituation of their publick 
affairs, is ſuch as deprives them of the means 
of giving us that aſſiſtance which both their in- 
clinations and intereſt direct. But I dare fay, 
my Lords, that if they are not able to afford 
us their good offices, we ſhall have no reaſon 
to be afraid of their ill ones. However, bad 
as their circumſtances may appear, if my in- 
formation 1s true, they have not put up with 
the depredations and inſults of the Spaniards 
ſo tamely as ſome of their neighbours, who are 
much more capable of doing themſelves juſtice. 
Nor can I hear that their conduct has been 
as yet attended with any bad conſequences; 
and if, my Lords, there were any danger of 


their repenting of the reſolution with which 


they have acted, I think we ought to aſſiſt 
them as much as poſſible. But I believe their 


conduct may have a contrary effect; and may 


make the Spaniards ſenſible how dangerous it 
is to provoke a people who have no other 
means of ſubſiſting but commerce, and whoſe 
merchants are the ſupport of their ſtate. 

As to the inſtances the noble Duke gave, in 


which it may be neceſſary to yield a little from 


the rigour of our demands; ſo far as I have 
looked into the liſt of captures, and the papers 
lying before us, I cannot find that any BritiÞ 
ſhip, ſeiz d by the Spaniards, upon the ſtricteſt 


examination, appears to have been concern'd in 


the prohibited trade with their ſettlements. | 
ſee, indeed, many inſtances of our ſhips and 


men being ſeiz d, againſt whom nothing can be 


pretended but that they were within _ 
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the Spaniſh coaſt; I ſee that others were ſeiz d 
© for reaſons ſtill more frivolous, and ſeveral for 
© no reaſon: at all; at leaſt, for no other reaſon 
than that they were Britzſb veſſels: And; my 
Lords, granting it is true, as the noble Duke 
c alledges, that ſome of our merchants carry on 
© & prohibited trade in the Spaniſh dominions in 
© America, that can never take away the juſtice of 
© entering into a war, in order to force the Spa- 
© ziards to obſerve their faith, and to indemnity 
© the fair traders of this nation, whom they have 
© robb*'d and plunder d. For I will ſuppoſe that 
if any of the ſubjects of Great Britain have been 
© concerned in ſuch illicit trade, the Spaniſh go- 
« yernors have done all they could to prevent it, 
© and have ſeiz d their veſſels as often as they 
© have had opportunity. But theſe inſtances ne- 
© yer can become a national concern, becauſe it 
is no more than if a government were to puniſh 
a highwayman or a pirate. Beſides, my Lords; 
I cannot underftand the law of puniſhing a man; 
and then trying him; for ſuch, I apprehend, is 
the caſe which the noble Duke brought to prove 
that there was a neceſſity to treat with the Spa- 
* niards before we fight with them. If a Spanif 
Guarda Caſta ſhould, in a ſuſpected latitude; 
board, and make prize of a Britiſb veſſel, and 
© when the proceſs of confiſcation comes to be 
carried on, if it ſhould appear that the goods 
on board the Britiſp veſſel had been taken in at 
* one of the Spaniſh ports in America; I ſhall not 
© enter into the diſpute how far ſuch a ſhip be- 
* came a lawful prize; bur I think it can admit 
of no diſpute; that the owners and crew of that 
* ſhip were punifti'd before they were try d: For 
I take it to be a very great hardſhip put upon 
© the maſter and crew of a veſſel, that they are 
* ſtop'd from proceeding on their voyage, and 
© ſhould be glad to know, if it had appear d that 
9 | ERS 7: 
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© {ach a veſſel had not been concern'd inan illicit 
* trade, how her owners could have recovered 
© damages from the Spaniards. Therefore, mi 
Lords, though I know that the firſt reſolution 
© we have come to, may prevent the Spaniſh prac- 
« tice of ſtopping and ſearching our veſſels on any 
« pretence whatſoever for the future, yet I cannot 
« ſee why our miniſters ſhould not have ſent, in 
plain terms, to the court of Spain, that there is 
not one inſtance of their depredations for which 
ve require reparation, that was not a direct 
© breach of their friendſhip with us; and, my 
Lords, though I am far from thinking that any 
© one of theſe inſtances was a ſufficient reaſon for 
o 
i 
C 
— 
a 
5 


our breaking with Spain, yet I think that if that 
court pretended to juſtify any of the captures 
that appears in the liſt before us, we had ated 
both prudently and honeſtly had we forc'd them 
to have renounc'd their claim; becauſe there 
can be no reaſons given for their making prize 
of any one of theſe veſſels, that won't equally 
juſtify their making prize of all the merchant- 
men his Majeſty has in his ports. | 
The noble Duke was pleas'd to give us an 
account, from the copies of the memorials ly- 
ing before us, of the inſtances made by our 
« miniſter at the court of Spain; and his Grace 
* ſeem'd to be of opinion, that nothing was omit- 
ted by him that could be urg'd in favour of our 
« merchants. My Lords, I ſhall for once grant 
that this is fact. But give me leave to ſay that 
the Spaniards are, for that reaſon, the more in- 
« excuſable; and we might have been more eaſily 
« juſtified, had we proceeded to other arguments 
than thoſe in the inſtruftions and memorials. 
Therefore, upon the whole, I cannot help being 
of opinion, that we have not acted, in this at- 
fair, with that vigour and reſolution, which the 
. + dignity of our crown, or the importance of the 
GWG 
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« affair requir'd: But where the fault lies, I ſhall 
not pretend to point out.” 


He was anſwered by the Lord Hervey, who 


ſpoke thus: 


My Lords, | | 
] beg leave to obſerve, that the noble Lord, 


who ſpoke laſt, ſeems to have Joſt view of the 


principal intention of the reſolutions now before 


405 


Lord Her- 
wey's ſpeech, 


us; which is, if I am not miſtaken, to lay be- 


fore our moſt gracious Sovereign the ſenſe of 
this houſe, with regard to thoſe points that 
* qught to be the baſis of any future negotiation 
with Spain; and at the ſame time, to give his 
* Majeſty the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of our reſolution 
to ſtand by him in thoſe meaſures he ſhall judge 
« moſt effectual for preſerving our rights of com- 
merce, and obtaining ſatisfaction for the dama- 
ges that our merchants have fuſtained by the 
* Spaniards : But I humbly preſume, that at pre- 
« {ent we are not met to cenſure the conduct of 
his Majeſty's miniſters for what is paſt. 
I think the noble Duke made it unanſwerably 
plain, from the very words of our memorial 
5. preſented to the court of Spain, that we have, 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, afferted our claim to a 
* free and uninterrupted navigation in the Ameri- 
can ſeas; and this I think the noble Lord who 
* ſpoke laſt ſeem'd to allow, for his Lordſhip did 
© hot mention any particular points in which their 
* repreſentations to that purpoſe were defective. 
* But, ſays the noble Lord, why were we con- 
* tented with giving in memorials and repreſenta- 
tions? Or why did we ſo tamely bear the breach 
of the treaty of Seville? This, my Lords, I take 
to be the whole of what his Lordſhip has inſiſt- 
ed on; and, in my opinion, it admits of a very 
© ſhort anſwer, © Immediately after that treaty, 
ndog Dd 3 the 
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466: PARLIAMENTARY K. 1738, 
* the affairs of Eyrope, from contingencies that 

* were unavoidable, and impoſſible to be foreſeen, 

_ © took a very unexpected turn: Such a turn, my 

© Lords, as rendered it highly unadviſable in us 

to enter into an immediate war with Spain. 

But, my Lords, though our forbearance might 

* perhaps haye but too much encouraged them in 

their interruption of our American trade, this en- 
couragement was amply compenſated by an in- 
creaſe of our trade, which by means of our neu- 
trality we ęenjoyꝭd with other places of the world, 
* while moſt of our neighbours were involv'd in 
. quarrels with one another. Thus our claim upon 
*. the Spartzards was indeed upon very good grounds 

+ delayed, but not given up; and it appears, that 
when the proper time came, we did not fail to 
1 generally obſerve, my Lords, that when 
+ this ſubject is mention'd by one party in the 
nation (I hope we have no parties in this houſe) 
they go very near to aſſert that there is not a 
F ſhilling comes to us by our trade with any 
other quarter of the world but with America, 

© My Lords, I acknowledge that our Americas 

© trade 1s very beneficial, but I neither think that 

© the Spaniards have entirely ruin'd it, nor that it 
<. would have been prudent in us to have endan- 

_ © ger'd the general mtereſts of the nation, before 
- © the ſeveral lofſes our merchants complain of had 
been verified upon a parliamentary enquiry. | 
5 ſhall readily allow that they are now proper 

_ ©. vouch'd, and that the miniſtry will act a part 
very inconſiſtent with the good of the kingdom, 
if they do not exert themſelves in ſuch a man- 

< ner as may procure us ample ſatisfaction. But 

< if this is obtain'd by negotiation, it muſt be 
much more agreeable to thoſe who have the in- 

< tereſt of their country alone at heart, than if, in 
+ order to obtain it, we ruſh into a war, of which 
e por IReuene ö 
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A.. DEBATES. 

nobody can foreſee the conſequences. His Ma- 
* jeſty, by the ſeaſonable preparations he has 
made, and the orders he has given, will make 
Spain and all the world ſenfible that he is re- 
« ſoly'd upon the alternative, either of obtaining 
© an advantageous peace, or entering into an im- 
* mediate war. And, my Lords, we have the 


« pleaſure of ſeeing that his Majeſty's conduct has 


© had one good effect, by inducing the King of 
© Spain to give orders for releafing ſuch of our 
« ſailors as were impriſon'd. This, my Lords, 
© made a conſiderable article of our merchants 
complaints, and why may we not hope for as 
« effeftual a redreſs as to the other articles? Or, 
* why ſhould any Lord make any difficulty of 


agreeing to a reſolution, which is ſo ſtrongly 


ſupported by the papers lying upon our table? 


Our giving the world reaſon to ſuſpect that his 


Majeſty is ill ſerv'd by his miniſters, when the 


« contrary appears ſo evidently, can never contri- 
bute to the recovery of our honour, and the 
« diſcouragement of our enemies. And I cannot 
but be of the noble Lord's opinion, who ſaid 
© that our unanimity in this affair was the moſt 
* effeftual expedient for promoting our intereſt.” 


| 2 75 the queſtion, the firſt reſolution as it 
ſtood amended, and the other reſolutions, as pro- 
poſed by the noble Lord, were agreed to without 
any diviſion; and a committee being named to 
draw up an addreſs to his Majeſty with the reſolu- 
tions, after having retired a ſmall time, they re- 
turned with an addreſs drawn up, which was 


agreed to without diviſion, and preſented next 


day by the whole houſe to his Majeſty. 
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Their ad- 
dreſs, with 
bis Majeſ- 
ty's anſwer. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1238. 


The addreſs, and his Majeſty's anſwer there- 
to, were as follows, viz. 


« Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


E' your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
« ubjedts, the Lords ſpiritual and tem- 
« poraſ in Parliament aſſembled, having taken into 
dur ſerious conſideration the many unjuſt vio- 
« lences and depredations committed by the Spa- 
« niards, upon the perſons, ſhips, and effects of 
« divers of your fy nt ſubjects in America, 
© have come to the following reſolutions, which 
we beg leave in the humbleſt manner to lay 
before your Majeſty, for your, royal confidera- 
tion, viz. | 
I. Reſolved, That the ſubjects of the crown 
of Great Britain have a clear and undoubted 
right to navigate in the American ſeas, to and 
from any part of his Majeſty's dominions 3 and 
for carrying on ſuch trade and commerce, as 
they are juſtly intitled unto in America; and 
« alſo'to carry all ſorts of goods and merchan- 
« dizes, or effects, from one part of his Majeſty's 
dominions to any part thereof; and that no 
goods, being ſo carried, are by any treaty ſub- 
ſiſting betwen the crowns of Great Britain and 
Spain, to be deemed or taken as contraband or 
prohibited goods, and that the ſearching of 
« ſuch ſhips on the open ſeas, under pretence of 
their carrying contraband or prohibited goods, 
© is a violation and infraction of the treaties ſub- 
« fiſting between the two crowns. 5 
II. Reſolved, That it appears to this houſe, 
© that as well before, as ſince the execution of the 
« treaty of Seville, on the part of Great Britain, 
« divers ſhips and veſſels, with their cargoes, be- 
© longing to Britiſh ſubjects, have been violently 
s ſeized and confiſcated by the Spaniards, upon 


A. 173% DEB ATES 
« pretences alto peber, ua 
« that many of the failors on board ſuch ſhips 


« have been injuriouſly. and barbarouſly impriſoned | 


and ill-treated ; and that thereby the liberty of 
navigation and commerce belonging to his Ma- 
« jeſty's ſubjects, by the law of nations, and by 
virtue of the treaties ſubſiſting between the 
« crowns of Great Britain and Spain, hath been 
« unwarrantably infringed and interrupted, to the 
« oreat loſs and damage of our merchants, and 
ein direct violation of the ſaid treaties, © 


III. Reſolved, That it appears to this houſe, 
« that frequent applications have been made, on 


the part of his Majeſty, to the court of Spain, 
© in a manner the moſt agreeable to treaties, and 
© to the peace and friendſhip ſubſiſting between 
© the two crowns, for redreſſing the notorious 
* abuſes and grievances before-mentioned, and 


preventing the like for the future, and for ob- 


© taining adequate ſatisfaction to his injured ſub- 
= © ew ; Bar or in = 3 have prov'd en- 
W © tire itleſs, and of no effect. | 

| We think it our duty, on this important oc- 
* cafion, humbly to repreſent to your Majeſty, 
that we are moſt ſenſibly affected with the 
* many and grievous injuries and loſſes ſuſtained 


by your Majeſty's g ſubjects, by means of 
= © theſe unwarrantable depredations and ſeizures; 
and to give your Majeſty the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
ſiucere affyrances, that in caſe your friendly and 
powerful inſtances for procuring reſtitution and 
= * reparation to your injured ſubjects, and for the 
W © future ſecurity of their trade and navigation, 
© ſhall fail of having their due effect and influence 
* on the court of Spain, and ſhall not be able to 
obtain that real ſatisfaction and ſecurity, which 
your Majeſty may in juſtice expect; we will 
*.,zealouſly and chearfully concur in all ſuch mea- 


& + fures, as ſhall become neceſſary for the ET 
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ParLItaMentanry A, 1738. 
© of your Majeſty's honour, the preſervation of 


our navigation and commerce, and the common 
good of theſe kingdoms.” 


His Majeſty's moſt gracious Anſwer, 


My Lords, 8 
TAM ſenfibly touched with the many hardſhip: 
and injuries ſuſtained by my trading ſubjefts in 

America, from the cruelties and unjuſt depredations 
of the Spaniards, Dou may be N of my care 
to procure ſatisfation and reparation for the lf; 
they have already ſuffered, and ſecurity for the free- 
dom of navigation for the future; and to maintain 
to my People the full enjoyment of all the rights io 
 eohich they are-intitled. by treaty, and the law o 
nations. 1 

I doubt not but I ſhall have your concurrence fit 
tbe ſupport of ſuch meaſures, as may be neceſſary fir 


* 


that purpoſe. | | 
On the 29th of Marth, Sir Foſeph Fekyl mov'd, 


that leave might be given to bring in a bill for 


enforcing the execution of an act, made in the 
9th year of his Majeſty's reign, entitled, An añ 
for laying à duty on the retailers of ſpirituous li. 
quors, and for licenſing the retailers thereof ; in 
which he was ſeconded by Mr. Winnington, and 
leave was granted, and a bill was brought in 
ang which paſſed wo ering es. 4 
e CUEITION being z UPON the third readin | 
the bill ſhould pas. ** 


1 Super ſpoke as follows: 

5 0 Mr. Speaker, ee ee 5 
Sir, I have oppos'd, and am determin'd to 
© oppoſe this bill, in whatever. ſhape it has ot 


may come before this houſe ; and I cannot - 
| * p 


. 238. DEBATE S. 
ſlip this opportunity of expreſſing my diſſent to ht 
Mun We have, Sir, ſeen very little re- Bt 
formation in the manners, and very little altera- I 1 
tion in the conſtitutions of eur common people, —_ 
«. fince the law againſt retailing of ſpirituous li- Wilt 
« quors took place; but we have heard of many l 
© inftances - where the magiſtrates enforcing it 
has produced the moſt flagrant perjury, and 
brought many perſons to utter ruin. This bill, 
« Sir, appears to me to be attended with ſtill 
« worſe conſequences than that which it is defign- 
ed to amend. By one clauſe of it, Sir, the oc- 
« cupiers of a houſe are anſwerable for the offences 
committed by their lodgers or tenants. I will 
© ſuppoſe, Sir, that I am going, for the ſummer- 
« ſeaſon, into the country, and leave my houſe in 
5-town to the care of a man, who, with his wife 
© and family, lives in the lower parts, or the offi- 
© ces belonging to it: Theſe people, Sir, are not 
* the occupiers of my houſe, and if they ſhall 
think fit to ſell drams, is it juſt that I, who am 


»„— 1 Rs Ea 

. ADB I Ab GR 
<4 — — 
addy Pans © 3 — —— 


—— 1” 3; ON”) — = 
Ce iis rows DIED Oi Taboo r 
8 a> E TD a OY PER « 
. — —— 2 2 
- — 5 e % far ALS 2 4 * 


* L r n 


Ne — — — 
e eee ed TUBE np bed EASY 1 ltd 75 and _. 4 
Y Y — * p av : COS * 0 1 | PAY 1294 


LAM 
Dy & \ : 
1 "nu = ＋ꝓ PX 2 — — — 
1 27 ＋ THY 1 ; nk 5 
9 Gt * 
* — we Talc, 
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| © the occupier, ſhould forfeit 100? This, Sir, is „ 
. © one inſtance of the unreaſonableneſs of our | 
: * paſſing this bill; but many more might be | 
7 brought, if they could ſerve any purpoſe. * 
0 What I have now ſaid is rather to exonerate | 


Lond a ne now Feet en wi 
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George Heathcote, Eſq; ſpoke next as follows: 


Mt. Speaker, 

* Sir, There is, I humbly conceive, a conſi- Mr. Hear 
* deration, into which the houſe onght to go, 
* before we paſs this bill; and that is, Sir, what 
effect the prohibition of ſpirituous liquors has 
* had, and muſt have on our ſugar iſlands: 
* Theſe iflands, Sir, formerly furniſh'd a very 

* rmeri) 12 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© large branch of our revenue, and by all the 
© maxims of good policy we ought to encoura 
and protect them. But of late, Sir, I am 
« ſorry to ſay it, they have languiſh'd prodi- 
< giouſly, and this nation has been thereby de- 
« priv'd of a very. large revenue. I don't fy, 
that the preſent bad ſtate they are in is owing 
© entirely to the prohibition of ſpirituous liquors, | 
< but I know that prohibition is a very great diſ- 
< couragement to their induſtry, and is the chief 
< reaſon of their commodities lying upon their 
hands. Let any gentleman compare the im- 
< ports of the ſpirituous liquor made in theſe 
s colonies within theſe three years, with the quan- 
_ © tity now imported, he will ſoon be ſenfible how 
* much they have ſuffered by this act. I own, 
< Sir, that I think it very unjuſt, if not ungrate- 
8 hs in us to treat 2 wot manner. By 
< diſcouraging our own ſugar 1 S, Sir, we give 
the * and every Ya people who — 
< ſuch ſettlements, a fair occaſion of rivalling us 
in the moſt beneficial branches of our com- 
© merce; and may, 4 we continue theſe * 
couragaments, give them an opportunity of at 

« ſt entirely — 4 our intereſt in America. 


following effect: "7 Joſeph Jokyh 35 


Mr. Speaker, 
« Sir, When a bill has 


has come this length, it is 
pretty extraordinary for gentlemen to propoſe 
their objections to it for the firſt time. As to 
what was ſaid by the honourable gentleman 


who ſpoke firſt, I can ſee, nothing in this bill, 

. which can make him apprehenſive, that an 
. occupier of a houſe may. be made anſwerable 
© for the offence, of a lodger or tenant; z becauſe, 
* if the honourable gentleman had 1 
0 ee 


| A; 1738. DEA TRS. 
© hill, he would have found, that ſuch occupier 


© is made liable to the penalty only in caſe he is 
« acquainted, that ſuch practices are carried on in 
his houſe, and he does not diſcover them to the 
« magiſtrate. The fame honourable gentleman 


_ © ſeems to think it meritorious to oppoſe this bill: 


Sir, I, on the other hand, eſteem myſelf happy 
in having aſſiſted to promote it. 

The honourable gentleman who ſpoke next, 
© is afraid left our ſugar iſlands ſhould ſuffer if we 
« paſs this bill. I am more afraid, Sir, of the 
ruin which our not paſling it would unavoidably 
© bring upon the health and conſtitutions of the 
people of England, than of any ill conſequences 
that can happen from our paſling it, to our 


ſugar iſlands.” 


4iz 


Sir Fobn Barnard chan ſaid, 6 That he thou ght Lord May- 
© it would be a more effectual way to prevent the or bb 


« exceſlive drinking of ſpirituous liquors, if the 
Parliament would lay ſuch a duty upon them as 
* would put it out of the power of the inferior 
© ſort of people to procure them. That while 
they had it in their power to purchaſe the al- 
< lowed. quantity, and retail it for double the 
price they ? aid for it, it was impoſſible for the 
« civil magy trate to prevent very great abuſes in 
that reſpet, That he himſelf had, within 
* twelve days, ſent above forty of the poor 


creatures, who retail ſpirituous liquors, to pri- 


© ſons of correction; but they did not ſeem to 
value that puniſhment, ſince they were always 
* ſure of being free in a ſhort time, and of gain- 
* ing their bread in the ſame way after they were 
free. That he thought it a hardſhip to oblige 
the civil magiſtrate to inflict theſe ſeverities, but 
© that as he was ſenſible ſomewhat muſt be done, 
he would not oppoſe the paſling the bill; .coly 
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vwiſh'd, that gentlemen could think of ſome. 
thing not ſo ſevere, and more effectual, againſt 
© the nnn ð?ĩ7?i! Ent: 


The queſtion being put, this bill paſs d with. 


out diviſion. 


Bill for en- Friday the ;th of May, William Pultency, Eſq; 
dhe trace to moved the houſe of Commons, that the 6th and 


America, S th ſection of an act made in the ſixth year of 


the reign of the late Queen Anne, intitled, 4 
act for the better ſecuring the trade of the kingdom, 
by cruizers and convoys; and alſo the 2d ſection 

of an act made in the ſame year, intitled, An all 


for the encouragement of the trade to America, 


might be read; which being read, the ſaid gen- 
tleman, Samuel Sandys, Eſq; and Sir Fohn Barnard, 
in ſhort ſpeeches, demonſtrated the reafonableneſ 
and the neceſſity of having an act paſſed of like 
tendency with theſe clauſes, in our preſent ſitua- 
tion; and the firſt mentioned gentleman having 
concluded his ſpeech with a motion, for leave to 
bring in ſuch a bill, the houſe accordingly order- 
ed, That leave ſhould be given to bring in a bill 
for the more effectual ſecuring and encouraging 
the trade of his Majeſty's Britiſh ſubjects to Ami. 
rica; and that theſe three gentlemen ſhould pre- 
pare and bring in the ſame. On the Monday fol- 
lowing, this bill was preſented to the houſe by 
Mr. Pulteney, and being read a firſt time, was or- 
dered to be read a ſecond time: Next day it was 
read a ſecond time, and committed to a committee 
of the whole houſe, without oppoſition; and it 
was reſolved, that the houſe would on Tura 


morning next, reſolve itſelf into a committee of 


the Whole houſe upon the ſaid bill; but upon 
that day this order, as alſo the order for receiving 
the report of the coal bill, was off till the 


next day. Next day, being Friday the 12th of 
2 . 


May, 


' Br FA Fo oY a a _ 3 He 9; 2 5 5 
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May, as ſoon as Mr. Pulteney came to the houſe, 
and before Sir Robert Walpole was come, he mo- 
ved for reading the orders of the day, and was 


ſeconded by Mr. Sandys; whereupon Mr. Speaker 
ſtood up and ſpoke to this effect. 


Gentlemen, 
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A motion ſo unexpected as the preſent makes Debate upon 


« jt difficult for me to determine in what manner 


committing 


© to behave: It has never been the cuſtom in this Mr. Speak- 
© houſe to call for the order of the day till two on. 


« o'clock at ſooneſt, becauſe by that hour gentle- 
© men are all preſent in the houſe, and thereb 

© have the fairer opportunity of knowing the 
© ſenſe of the houſe upon the buſineſs of the day: 
But as this motion has been made by an ho- 
* nourable gentleman, and regularly ſeconded by 
another, it is my duty, if the motion is not re- 
tracted, to take the ſenſe of the houſe upon it. 
And gentlemen, I hope, won't be offended, if 
previous thereto I acquaint them with my 


thoughts of the matter. It is always my cuſ- 
tom, gentlemen, before I take the chair, to di- 
| © geſt in my own mind the manner in which the 
| © affairs of the day may be beſt carried on, both 
| © for the eaſe of gentlemen, and the diſpatch of 


* buſineſs. Gentlemen know very well that this 
* day they are to have a conference with the 
Lords about ſome amendments to the bill for 


| © the more effectual ſecuring the payment of rents 


* to landlords, and preventing frauds in tenants. 
As Love the . ah e _— 
very long, per not half an hour, and very 
little — ame vil be ſpent in the reporting 
* 1t, I thought the moſt proper way of proceed- 
; FR amis buſineſs of the day was, firſt to con- 
* fider the amendments of the coal bill, then go 
* to the conference, and when gentlemen are re- 


tum'd from the conference, which may be a- 


© bout 
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Cl die half än Rour after two d clock, ts call j in 
the order of the day, for which the preſent mo- 
tion is made. This, gentlemen, was the ſcheme 
* which I had digeſted with myſelf, and I wiſh 
wit may be agreeable to the houſe.” | 


The next who ſpoke was William * li 
Vo expreſs'd himſelf thus. 


a * Mr. l — 
— 9 Sir, When I indo the stieg it was not 
Keane with a deſign to put the houſe to any inconve- 
© niencies,” or to interrupt the other buſineſs of 
the day. But ſince the ſeſſion of Parliament i; 
© now ſo far advanced, that if I am rightly in- 
formed it will continue but three days longer; 
and ſince this bill is of the greateſt conſequence 
< to the trade and welfare of the nation; and if 
Ve do not go through it to day in the commit. 
© tee, it is in danger of being dropt entirely, 
© thought it neceſſary to preſs the conſideration 
© of it. The coal bill; I know, though of leſs 
importance, will, when we enter upon it, en- 
© groſs much bf our time, of which part may be 
© ſaved, by putting off the report any a day, be- 
© cauſe "gentlemen will have leiſure to concert the 
© amendments among themſelves, and the houſe 
< will perhaps eſcape the trouble of a debate, 
But the bill in- my hand is of a different nature, 
© It is a bill in Which we are all equally concerr- 
© ed, a bill for which the publick is anxious, and 
6 which claims all the attention- we can give; 
gentlemen can never be more uſefully employ'd 
than in ſeriouſly examining” how it may be # 
< mended br alter d, ſo as beſt to anſwer the ends 
© for which it is calculuced; * And as this bill ha. 
< hitherto met with no profeſſed oppoſition, as! 
< did not expect it would, I thought there could 
be no harm in making my —— 
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did I dream that any gentleman LENEY imagine, 
« did it with a deſign to take any advantage. 
« For theſe reaſons, Sir, I ſhall beg leave to inſiſt 
0 upon my motion.” | 


He was PT We" by Thomas Wi innington, Eſqz, 
to the following —_— 


« Sir, I do not believe that there is a gentle- > Mer, Wis 
man in this houſe who remembers a ſingle. in- _—_ 
« ſtance of the order of the day being cal ed for 
before two o'clock. It has always been the 
method of this houſe to receive reports before 
© any other buſineſs was engag'd in, and I have 
now, Sir, in my hand the report of a commit- 
© tee upon the amendments to a bill, on which 
« this houſe has beſtowed more time and conſide- 
ration than upon any bill that has been before 
* it this ſeſſion. I ſhall not diſpute the impor- 
© tance of the bill which the honourable gentle- 
man has in his hand; but ſurely, Sir, its warm- 
© eſt advocates have no reaſon to complain of the 
reception it hath yet met with from the houſe. 

| © It has been twice read and order'd to be com- 
* mitted in as ſhort a time as any bill could be, 
at the end of a ſeſſion, and amidſt ſuch a mul- 
« tiplicity of buſineſs; it is therefore, Sir, I think, 

| © but reaſonable, that the report I have in my 
hand be now receiv'd, and that the bill for 
© which the honourable gentleman Intereſts him- 
© ſelf, take its turn in a regular way. 


Here Mr. en ſitting down, the Speaker 
repeated the ſubſtance of what he ſaid before; 
upon which Mr. Pulteney roſe and ſpoke as fol- 


lows : 


* Mr. Sede 3 W 
* Sir, Though I might "RY well be excuſed eb. 
Vor. ** E « * from 
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your judgment, Sir, ſhall always have great in- 
« fluence with me. If therefore gentlemen will 
© be pleaſed to agree to your propoſal, I am con- 
tent that the report which the honourable gen- 


* tleman has to make be now received. 


No reply being made to this, Mr, Winning 
read the report from the committee on the coal 
bill, and the houſe went through the firſt amend- 
ment; which occaſioning ſome debate, employ'd 
them till two o'clock, the hour appointed for the 
conference. In the mean time, Sir Robert Wal- 
pole and many other members coming into the 
houſe, Mr. Vinnington moved that the further 
conſideration of the amendments ſhould be reſu- 
med when the conference was over. 
Upon this, Mr. Pulteney roſe up and ſpoke in 
ſubſtance as follows: Xs 


His ſpeech Sir, If there is either faith, honour, or com. 
Hamm mon Juſtice amongſt gentlemen, this motion 
motion. © ought not to be agreed to. I appeal, Sir, to 
« every gentleman who was in the houſe, when! 
moved for the order of the day, if I did not 

« retract my motion, from a deference to you 
judgment, which influenc'd me to agree to 

< what was contrary to my own, Tou was ple; 

« ſed, Sir, to inform us how you had digeſted 

the buſineſs of the day in your own mind; and, 

in conſequence of your propoſal, we were, itt 

< mediately after the conference, to enter upoi 

the order of the day. This, Sir, I agreed to 

and not one gentleman expreſs'd his diſſent 

<* With what face then can- gentlemen make 
motion ſo contrary to what they agreed 1 

. * ſcarce an hour ago! This manner of, oceet 
ing, Sir, tends to diſſolve all the ties of honour 

and faith that ought to ſubſiſt amongſt gent 


„ men; 


© ference. But, Sir, as this is à hill of ver 


country 
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© min; and for that reaſon, Sin, were it for no 


« other, 1 hope this houſe wall. Never On to ſo 
- Pie a e 3 


He was af by Ml rte in the fol: 
n EY 
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£ Fir; 11 3 jut a confirafiite the Mr. Vi- 


« honourable gentleman wh ſpoke laſt has put up- 
on your words, but Lam ſure I underſtood them 


in a manner quite different from what he ſeems 


« to have done. It never enter'd, Sir, into my 


« head to think that we were to leave the coal bill 


« abruptly, and not proceed again in it, when the 
© honſe comes from: the conference. I could! wiſh 
indeed that 
ties in the amendments, that we might have 
gons into a committee upon the honourable gen- 
tleman's mation, when we: returned from the con- 
ence to the cities of Londan and Weſtmin« 
gentlemen will he pleaſed to confi- 


Aer, I 


hope 
der, that if they ſhould. poſtpone it now, it per. 


© haps may not be ready fbr the royal aſſent this 
© ſeſſion; and that before the next, extortion may 
* proceed:to: greater: enormities, and the grievance 
þ "— too heavy to be born. A man, Sir, muſt 
ways be the beſt judge of his own intentions, 
4 4 Tb never had.the: Lag intention: of 
leaving hs bill unfiniſh'd;, in order to proceed 
upon another, which, however fond ſome: gen- 
tlemen are of it; may perhaps, when carefully 
examined, not be found of W en as 
they imagine. 5 
He was anſwered by ſeveral: members ns of th 
icularly by Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 
Lord 98 Sir 2 tlliam Mynabam, = 
* declar d that they apprehended the houſe was 
E e 2 to 


gentlemen. had met with no difficul- 


nington 8 
anſwer. 
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to proceed upon the coal bill till the time appointed 


for the conference, and that when the conference 
was over, they were immediately to reſolve into a 
committee upon the bill mov*d to be conſidered. 
At the ſame time they called loudly upon the 
Speaker to inform the houſe, if that was not his 
meaning, if he did not underſtand that it was upon 


_ that aſſurance that the motion made by Mr. Pulte 


Sir Robert 
Waipele's 
ſpeech, 


ney was 8 en 5 B | | 

The Speaker ſeeming unwilling to give any 
fitive econ Sir Robert Walpole x: 4 and Tok | 
to the following purpoſe: e 

Mr. Speaker, Wh D218. „ 

« Sir, I own myſelf a little unfit to ſpeak in this 
debate, becauſe I was not preſent when the ho- 
© nourable gentleman made the motion that gave 
« riſe-to it. But, I think, Sir, neither the honour- 
+ able gentleman himſelf who made the motion, 
© nor any of his friends who have ſince given the 
© houſe their ſenſe of the matter, have affirmed, 
that the honourable gentleman who oppoſed the 
© motion dropt one word, from which it could be 
< inferred that he ſhould be willing that the houſe 
© ſhould leave the bill upon which we now are; 
< without compleating it, in order to examine ano- 
© ther bill, only becauſe it is ſo much a favourite 
of the honourable gentleman who made the mo- 
< tion, that rather than omit any thing that could 
© tend to promote it, he choſe to act in a way 
« ſomewhat dark, artful, and ſuſpicious, by mo- 
« ving for the order of the day at a very unuſual 
time, when by the well-known form of the 
© houſe, the preference was to be given to other 
* buſineſs. -  *xO*0 

This, among gentlemen, is an uncommon way 
of acting, . gaining a ſtolen march upon 
a dreaded adverſary. © N - 


— 
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II, Sir, one gentleman has a fondneſs for a bil! 
which has, perhaps, coſt him ſome trouble in 
preparing and bringing into the houſe, ſure it is 
very reaſonable to indulge another gentleman in 
the ſame partiality for one that has coſt the houſe 
ſo much time and trouble in examining, canvaſſ- 
ing, and amending, as the bill now under our 
conſideration has done. „ 
For this reaſon, Sir, I am for reſuming the 
conſideration of this bill, and when we have k 
gone through it, I ſhall, with all my heart, a- 
gree to our examining the other bill, if the houſe 
ſhall think. proper. In the mean time, Sir, I 
cannot ſee with what reaſon the honourable gen- 
tleman who made the motion ſhould accuſe gen- 
tlemen of a breach of faith, honour, and com- 
mon juſtice, .for not underſtanding your words 
in the very ſame manner with himſelf: Nor in- 
deed do I think a matter of this importance 
ought to have taken up ſo much of our time: 
Nobody oppoſes our going into a committee up- 
on his bill, only let us do it at a convenient time, 
without poſtponing other buſineſs that ought to 
have the preference. Therefore, Sir, I am en- 
 tirely of opinion, that we ought to reſume the 
further conſideration of the bill now before us 


a R M R & AR. 


r . 8, 


William Pulteney, Eſq; ſpoke next to the fol- 
lowing effect: 10 % SRP. 


Mr. Speaker, ; 1 
Sir, From what was laſt ſpoken, I can eafily Mr. Pute- 
« foreſee the fate of the bill I have now in my 2 
* hand: I can diſcern, through all theſe thin diſ- 
* guiſes, that ſome gentlemen have recourſe to, 
* a mean expedient to hinder us from conſidering 
* a bill againſt which no ſhew of reaſon or argu- 
ment can be advanc'd. I hate, Sir, all expe- 
$ dients, and I diſdain all miniſters who uſe them. 
Ze 3 . 
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Some miniſters, Sir, there are, who live upon 
expedients, and who cannot do their dirty work 
© without them. Expedients, Sir, in the hands 


of weak minifters, are the inſtruments of de- 


« feating the moſt heneficial, and of promoting 
© know, Sir, that the 'bifl for which I now Rand 


up, is a bill that leaves no room for cobweb 


© negotiations, inconſiſtent treaties, or mock ex- 
© editions for the future; and that, Sir, is the 
© reafon why this method is made uſe of to un- 
< dermine it. If I had been capable of acting as 
© the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laft has 
© fupgeſted, I might have had many opportuni- 
„ties of taking the advantage of a thin houſe, 
e either 1 OR. in or — out bills of the 
< -oreateft canſequence. I appeal to every gentle- 
© man who hears me, if | has not been many 
times in my power to have drop'd in, even 
upon a land-tax bill, with half a dozen of my 


„ friends, and to have thrown it qut. But, Sir, I 


© have always difdained theſe arts. The bill, Sir, 
for Which I have laboured, will, I hope, re- 
© comment itfelf to every gentleman who has 
<a juſt ſenſe of his country's honour ; and if it is 
« decreed that it muſt 


Thi 


This ſpeech put the houſe into ſome confuſion, 
and being perſonally levelled againſt the Miniſter, 
he, following an- 


he thought proper to make the 
ſwer: EE IS 111 
7 Mr. Speake „C0 22 nen 
Sir, Though the manner in which the ho- Sir Rare 
nourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt delivered . 
« himſelf —— may well excuſe | me from ſaying 
any thing in anſwer to a. ſpeech. ſo. very unpar- 
« liamentary, and ſo very inconſiſtent with all the 
rules of common deceney; yet I think I ought 
« to ſhew ſo much. regard to the houſe, as to de- 
_ + clare, that. I abhor dirty expedients as much as 
the honourable gentleman would be thought to 
do. As for his common-place railing againſt 
« miniſters, it. gives me very little trouble, ſo 
long as I am conſcious. I do not deſerve to have 
it apply'd to me. Were I ambitious of ſhew- 
ing my wit, I might have a fair apportunity of 
doing it by railing againſt mock-patriots as 
much as the honourable gentleman has been 
« pleaſed to do againſt corrupt miniſters, and 
both perhaps might be equally inſtructive to the 
« houſe. But railing of all kinds, Sir, has al- 
ways been. look'd upon as the laſt expedient of 
_ © diſappointed ambition, and a poor expedient it 
© is. Were I one who for many years had un- 
* ſucceſsfully endeavoured, by all the arts that 
* malice and falſhood could ſuggeſt, to work my- 
< (elf into thoſe! poſts and dignities that I. out- 
* wardly affected to deſpiſe, I know not how far, 
Sir, my temper might be ſoured as to make uſe 
of ſuch an expedient z but really, Sir, if I did, 
* I ſhould make but a very poor figure in the 
world. Why the honourable gentleman ſhould 
* ſuppoſe there was any premeditated deſign in 
5 the miniſtry to 1 out his favourite 1 
35 e 4 3 
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I cannot comprehend. I believe every gentle- 


© man here; will in his own mind acquit the 
< miniſtry of any ſuch deſign, when he reflects 
© upon the circumſtance that gave riſe to this 


debate. For my part, Sir, I doubt not but 


Mr, Spealc- | 


tri ſpeech. 


MM. M G M M „ A 


< I ſhall be able, without having recourſe to any 
other expedient than reaſon and argument, to 
© ſhew that the bill for which the honourable gen- 


© tleman ſo earneſtly pleads, is a very bad bill, 


© that it is a bill with a ſpecious title, but of a 
deſtructive 'tendency. ' But, Sir, as it depends 
«* principally upon you to clear up the facts that 
gave riſe to this debate, I ſhall take the liberty 
© to beg that you would inform the houſe how 
© the matter ſtands, and for my own part I ſhall 
«© very chearfully-acquieſce in your deciſion.” 


When Sir Robert Walpole ſat down, the houſe 
almoſt unanimouſly cry'd out, The chair] The 
chair! Upon which the Speaker ſpoke to the 


following effe&; | 


8 rcrCrccĩcccc 
I am extremely ſorry that any thing which 
+ fell from me ſhould have given occaſion to 


a debate of this kind, and it is a very diſagreea- 


ble buſineſs to be obliged to declare my opinion 


in the preſent caſe: However, gentlemen, as 


you call upon me ſo loudly, and ſo unanimouſl 
Your CL ULDE a y | J 
to do it, I will, without regard to any perſons, 
or to any diſtinctions, inform the houſe of my 
real ſentiments. When I made this controvert- 
ed propoſal, I thought there was but very little 
to do in the coal bill, and that it might ha 
been eaſily over before the hour appointed for 
the conference; and indeed I muſt, in juſtice to 
the honourable gentleman who made the firſt 
motion, declare, that, as I underſtood it, he 


t retracted his motion upon the ſuppoſition that 


* thy 


— - 


„ of I at, hg OR 


the houſe complied with the terms which I 
0 propoſed. Theſe terms were, that we ſhould, 
after the conference was over, immediat 

into a committee u 
© man's bill; as no objection was made to what I 
« ſuggeſted, either by the honourable gentleman 
« who made the laſt motion, or any of his friends, 


I did, indeed, take it for granted that the terms 


of my propoſal were actually agreed to: How- 
« ever, I ſhall be very proud, if what I am now 


going to ſuggeſt can contribute to make up this 


© breach: The conference will probably be over 
in half an hour, during which time all proceed- 
ings on buſineſs in this houſe are at a ſtand, and 
* gentlemen may thereby have an opportunity of 
preparing matters ſo as to render it eaſy for the 
* houſe to diſpatch the coal bill in a very ſhort 
time. I ſhall therefore take the liberty to pro- 
poſe, that after gentlemen are returned from 
the conference, the houſe ſhall proceed for half 
* an hour upon the coal bill, and then reſolve 
into a committee on the other. If the coal bill 
cannot be diſpatched in half an hour, I hope 


* gentlemen will be pleaſed to agree with our 


early, I believe we ſhall have time enough for 
going through the coal bill, and receiving the 
CC ͤ ²˙ AJA —ʃͤä thts 7 


Upon TY William Pulteney, Eſq; ; col and 


& ſpoke to the following purpoſe: 


Mr. Speaker, 


the honourable a, of 


425 


4 Sir, J own the warmth of my temper tranſ⸗ Mr. Pulte - 


* preflions, for which I am now very ſorry. 
But what man, treated as I was, could have 


| © avoided ſome: exceſs. As you, Sir, have been 
5 ſo candid as to inform the houſe of the truth of 


the 


| * ported me, when I ſpoke laſt, into ſome ex- "9's ech. 
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« about i when the wh Is — er 


There * no — to this pro- 
poſal, the names of the cn oranges appointed to 


manage the canference. were called over, and after 


they had been gone about half an hour, they re 
turned ; upon which every thing was carried on 
nceording g to the Speaker's ſcheme, bal. the com- 
mittee having 3 the t t 
eee rt 


bn on + Auen rdingly next day, . made 
— by the committee n d. agread to by the houſe, 
the: bill was ordered engroſſed; and on the 
Monday followi it was read a third time; when 
cel; Og, His /2hci e in Wvour of 

"ta 


n 
Mr. Sandy's Sir, — hangin 4 EA tuo 


nations, or when one nation has boen injured. or 


« inſulted by another, and! a war is like to enſue, 
« it has always been hekd, that the beſt method 
for obtaining an honourable peace, is to provide 
for "dr Yb a vigorous war. The preſent 
differences between Shain and us, ave of ſuch a 
nature, as muſt: very ſoon terminatt in a nev 
< treaty, or an open rupture: The pretences and 
claims they have lately ſet up.agaid{& vs, are ſo 


5 groundleſs, and the” 832 have done us, 
ny and do flill continue to do us, under theſe pre- 
* tences: and claims, ate fo: heinous, that we can 

© no longer ſuffer them, I am ſorry we have uf 
fred them ſo long; therefore, if they do rot 

+ forthwith agres us de us juſtice in a pr xceabie 


a Way, 


RX a «„ „ a a 


« way, we muſt have recourſe to arms. Of this, 
« Sir, we are ſo ſenſible, 'that we have, in this 
ſeſſion of Parliament, already enabled his Ma- 
| jeſty to provide for war, and have, in the moſt 
« ſolemn manner, declared, that we will ſupport 
his Majeſty in whatever meaſures he may find 
« neceſſary, for vindicating the honour of his 
« crown, und for procuring reparation to his in- 
jured ſubjects, and ſatisfaction for the infults 
that have been put upon the nation. This may 

« contribute towards convincing the Spaniards 
that we are now in earneſt, and may therefore 
contribute towards the ſueceſs of our negotia- 
tions; but as the conteſts between the two 
nations are now brought to fuch a eriſis, that 
if we do not obtam an honourable treaty, and I 
hope we will not accept of any other; I fay, if 
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© we do not obtain an honourable treaty before 
next ſefſion of Parkament, we muſt be involved 
© in an expenſive, and for what T know, a dan- 
* gerons war”; therefore, if there be any laws or 
regulations which may contribute towards our 
c being able to carry on the war with vigour, and 
which muſt have the conſent of Parhament, 
„they ought to be agreed to before this feffion 
* expires ; and of all the regulations that can be 
thought of, I am of opinion, there are none 
more neceffiry, nor any that will contribute 
more towards our procuring an honourable 
peace, or being able to commence the war with 
* vigour and fucceſs, than the regulations pro- 
© poſed by the bill now before us. 
© In caſe of a war with Spain, Sir, the chief 
way by which we can propoſe to injure them, 
or-gain any advantage to ourſelves, muft be by 
ſea; and the only way by which they can pro- 
* poſe to injure us, or to get any benefit for them- 
* ſelves, muft likewiſe be by fea: The taking 


U 
o 


« attacking 


* and plundering of one another's ſhips, and the | 
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© attacking one another's plantations. in America, 
will probably be the principal means made uſe 
of by each of us, for. compelling the other to 
< ſubmit; therefore, we muſt not only have ſe- 
« veral ſtrong ſquadrons. at. ſea, for aſſerting our 
dominion, and preſerving, our ſuperiority, upon 
that element; but we muſt have a great number 
of ecruizers, convoys, and guard - ſhips, for pro- 
tecting our own trade, and a great number of 
pri vateers for infeſting theirs. This, I believe, 
will be admitted by every gentleman who un. 
derſtands the circumſtances of the two nations, 
and the ſituation of our reſpective dominions; 
and therefore, I think, it muſt be admitted, that 
in caſe; of a war, we not only ought to take all 
proper methods to encourage ſeamen to enter 
into his Majeſty's. ſervice, but we ought. likewiſe 
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< to. encourage private adventurers, to. fit out pri- 
vateers and armed veſſels, for plundering and 
annoying the enemy. This, Sir, is what we 
have done in all the wars we have hitherto car- 
ried on, and it is what we ought to do in every 
war we can be engaged in; becauſe our princi- 
pal force lies in our navy. At land we arc 
rather inferior to ſome. of our neighbours ; but 
at ſea we are ſuperior to all; and we. ought, if 
poſſible, to bring every war we are engaged in, 
to be decided in that way, in which our ſupe- 
riority conſiſts. Even the brute beaſts, we find, 
have recourſe. always to that method of attack 
or defence, in which their ſuperiority conſiſts 
and by continual practice and exerciſe, - we find, 
they improve it as much as they can. 
Before the 6th' of the late Queen Anne, Si, 
© the uſual methods we took for encouraging ſez 
© men to enter into his Majeſty's ſervice, and 
2 | for arab ov his Majeſty's ſhips of war to 
take prizes from the enemy, was to give the of 
© ficers and ſeamen, a certain ſhare of every ey 
| | « they 


vin en BacTiB 3 © 
© they ſhould take; and the method we took 
to encourage private adventurers, to fit out 
« armed veſſels for the ſame purpoſe, was to give 
« them the King's commiſſion, with a grant of all 
«prizes they ſhould take, reſerving only ſuch a 
« ſhare for his Majeſty. '' From theſe regulations it 
became neceſſary to ere& prize offices, which 
© were to have the management and fale of all 
« prizes taken, in order that they might ſettle and 
reſerve his Majeſty's ſhare, and divide the ſur- 
« plus, among t oſe that had a right to it; but 
the commiſſioners and other officers concerned 
in theſe offices, had ſuch clammy fingers, as all 
« thoſe concerned in publick offices 1 have, 
« that the greateſt part of the money that went 
through their hands, ſtuck to their fingers, ſo 
« that the poor ſeamen, officers as well as ſailors, 
« after they had perhaps ventured their lives in 
taking a prize, got but little, and ſometimes no 
ſhare at all, of the prize they had taken. This, 
Sir, greatly diſcouraged his Majeſty's ſhips of 
war, from giving themſelves the trouble to take 
any prize; and it likewiſe diſcouraged private 
adventurers from fitting out any privateers, or 
being concerned in any ſuch projects; but the 
latter were under ſtill another diſad vantage; for 
as the admiralty were not obliged to grant com- 
miſſions but to ſuch as they pleaſed, if the ad- 
venturers had no friend at the admiralty board, 
they were put to ſo much trouble and expence, 
before they could obtain a commiſſion, that they 
often gave over their deſign, which diſcouraged 
them, and many others, from ever making any 
more ſuch applications. TG | 

* Theſe inconveniencies, like many others, 
were Jong taken notice of, before proper me- 
thods were taken for preventing them; but at 
laſt they became ſo grievous, and in the laſt war 
we were concerned in, they were found to 1 of 
5 2 ſuch 
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© ſuch miſchievous conſequence, that they came 
under the cognizance of Farliament, the conſe. 
gquence of which was, that in the ſixth of the 
late Queen Anne, a law was paſſed, For better 
« ſecuring the trade of this kingdom by cruiſers and 
© convoys. By this law, which was made to con- 
< tinue only during the war we were then engaged 
in, it was enacted, That if any veſſel ſhould be 
© taken by any ſhip of war or privateer, and con- 
« demaned as prize, the officers and ſeamen con- 
« cerned in taking her, ſnould have the ſole intereſt 
«and property in the ſhip and cargo ſo taken, By 
the ſame act, proper methods were laid down 
< for managing and diſpoſing of the prize, and for 
r dividing the money ariſing from the: ſale thereof, 
among thoſe that had, and only ought to have, 
<. a tight to it, without ſubjecting our brave and 
< honeft ſeamen to the fees, perquiſites, and uſual 
« purloinings of a publick office; and as a further 
< encouragement for our ſeamen, to weaken and 
« diſtreſs the enemy, by ſeizing and taking thei 
< ſhips, a reward of 5/7. to be paid out of the pub 
lick revenue, was given. to every man that wa 
c. on board re ſhip of war, 2 at oy 
beginning of the engagement; ſo that every ſea- 
c I the comfort to think, that if he was 
© killed in the action, his wife and children, or his 
< executors, would be ſure of getting ſamething 
by his death. 85 

But this affair having once been brought under 
the conſideration of Parliament, even this law 
_ * was not thought ſufficient for the encouragement 
af our ſeamen, and for preventing the abuſes that 
| © had been put upon them; and therefore, Sit, 

another act was paſſed the ſame year, for encou- 
< raging our trade to America, by which it vas 
expreſsly enacted, That all prize offices ſhould be 
< ſuppreſſed; and that the officers and feamen of 
every ſhip of war, ſhould have the. ſale interch 
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in all ſhips and goods they ſhould take in Ameri- 
ca, ſuch ſhips or goods being firſt condemned by 
* the proper court as lawful prize. By the fame 


act it was likewiſe enacted, That, during the war, 


the Lord Admiral, or Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
* miralty, ſhould, at the requeſt of any Britiſd 
owner of any ſhip, giving ſecurity as uſual, 
« except for payment of the tenth to the Lord 
Admiral, grant commiſſions to the commanders 
* of ſuch ſhips, for ſeizing ſhips and goods belong- 


ing to her Majeſty's enemies, in any fea or river 


© in America; and that the ſhips and goods ſo ta- 
© ken, after DS get prize, ſhould be divi- 
© ded amon e owners of, and perſons on 
© board, the ſhip that took them, according to the 
agreement that had been made between the own- 
« ers and ſhip's crew. And, in order to encourage 
© private men, or ſocieties, to be at the expence of 
« attacking and making war upon the enemies of 
© their country, it was by the fame law enacted, 
That her Majeſty, during the war, might t 


commiſſions or charters to any perſons or ſocie- 


ties, for taking any ſhips, goods, harbours, lands, 
© or fortifications, of her Majeſty's enemies in A. 
* merica, and for their holding and enjoying the 
* ſame, as their own property and eſtate, for ever. 

* Theſe regulations, Sir, were found of great 
benefit, — remaining part of that war; 
* and, I am fo fully convinced, that they will al- 
© ways be found o 


great benefit, not only to the 
particular perſons concerned, but to the nation in 
* general, during every war we may hereafter. be 
engaged in, that I am forty they were not all 
* made perpetual; which might then have been 
* eaſily done, becauſe it might have been enacted, 
* that they ſhould, at the W of every fu- 


| y's proclama- 
* tion, and that they ſhould then continue in force 
* till his Majeſty put a ftop to them by a new pro- 


© clamation, 


431 


. 


h f 
* -; . * 
5 — i... 


L 7 i 3 , "4 EA _—_— 
3 . 2 © th "> | pad ů —— Lea eee - N 2 21 
= 2 * . — > g — c—" N 
2 — A ata eee «a4 cv 23 * = m_ — Y 
—— — — 2 — — hs 5 — ” — * 8 
4 7 , as 424 wy — = o Bare 1E 7 * 
de . 4 


n 7 nm 1 * N 5 G 
ITY N 72 n * 8 * N * 1 
» - 
* 5 * * 


3 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
© clamation.- This, I think, Sir, was a fault or an 
© overſight at that time; and, as we are now in 
danger of being involved in a war, before next 
< ſeflion of Parliament, we onght therefore, in this 
ſeſſion, to repair that fault or overſight; at leaf 
we ought to repair it conditionally, by enacting, 
that, in caſe of a war with Spain, theſe ſever] 
regulations ſhould be revived. For this purpoſe, 
and for this purpoſe only, the bill now before 
you was brought in; therefore, I hope it will be 
the more readily agreed to; for, as it is not a bill 
for introducing any new law, or. for eſtabliſhing 
any regulation, of which we have had no expe- 
rience, as the only intention of the bill is, to re- 
vive ſome former temporary regulations, that 
were found to be of great advantage during the 
laſt war, it can occafion no jealouſy or ſuſpicion 
in any Britiſb ſubject, nor can it give uneaſineſs 
to any man that wiſhes well to Great Britain, 
It may, indeed, give ſome uneaſineſs and con- 
< cern to the court of Spain; becauſe it will con- 
vince them, that we are reſolved not to be put 
« off any longer with tedious negotiations, or ſham 
< treaties; that nothing will now prevail, but 
granting us immediate and full ſatisfaction; and 
that if we ſend out any more ſquadrons, it wil 
not be to pay them a compliment, but to pour 
< down the vengeance of Great Britain upon them. 
« But this, Sir, .is ſo far from being an argument 
« againſt the bill, that it is a ſtrong one in its fi- 
* your; for without going to war, it will be im- 
« poſſible to procure a ſpeedy and honourable 
peace, unleſs we convince them, that they have 
no way to avoid a war, but by an immediate 
compliance with our juſt demands. 1 
The bill, as I have ſaid, Sir, cannot, in my 
opinion, give the leaſt alarm to any Britiſb ſub- 
ject, or to any man who has nothing but the 
6 —.— and intereſt of Britain at heart; but, ® 
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« ſome: gentlemen that hear me, may not be fully 
« acquainted with thoſe laws or regulations which 
« it is intended to revive, or with the law relating 
to captures or prizes, as it ſtands at preſent, I 
« muſt acquaint them, that as the law now ſtands, 
« the officers and ſeamen of any of our ſhips that 
happen to take an enemy's ſhip, get but little ad- 
vantage by the prize ſo taken, though ſome. of 
them perhaps loſt, and all of them ventured, . 
their lives in making the capture. This has al- 
ways been deemed a diſadvantage to the nation 
in time of war; becauſe it makes our ſeamen not 
« ſo fond of attacking and taking enemies ſhips; as 
they would be, if the whole of what they take 
were to be divided among them; therefore, the 
 « firſt regulation eſtabliſhed by this bill is, That 
the officers and ſeamen concerned in the taking 
of any prize, ſhall have the ſole property therein, 
in the ſame manner as they had during the laft 
four or five years of the late war. This clauſe 
contains nothing but a revival of a like clauſe in 
the act, for ſecuring our trade by cruiſers and con-: 
s, Which, as ] have. ſaid, was paſſed in the 
« fixth year of the late Queen, and which expired 
at the end of the war we were then erigaged in. 
By another clauſe in the bill now before us, a 
reward or bounty of 3 J. is given to every man 
concerned in the taking of any prize; and is like- 
viſe nothing but a revival of a like clauſe con- 
© tained in the expired law I have juſt mentioned. 
| © Neither of theſe clauſes can, I think, be objected 
* to, becauſe they were found to be of great uſe in 
the late war, and will certainly be found to be of 
\ * the ſame uſe, in caſe we ſhould now be obliged 
to enter into a new waer. : 
As to the other clauſes in this bill, Sir, they 
* are only for reviving and extending ſome of the 
© clauſes in the act for encouraging our trade to A- 
* merica, which, as I have ſaid, was likewiſe paſſ- 
. ä 
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< ed in the ſixth year of the late Queen. I mean, 
© that for encouraging private adventurers to fi 
« out ſhips for taking and ſeizing the ſhips and 
goods belonging to our enemies; and, that for 
3 encouging private men or ſocieties to be at the 
© expence of attacking and taking from our ene- 
© mies, ſome of their lands, forts, or harbours; 
© both which may be of great ſervice in cafe of x 
« war, becauſe the 'enemies of the publick may 
thereby be weakened and diftreffed, without put- 
ting the 1 to any expence; Which, I think, 
is one of the moſt prudent methods of making 
war; and, I may, with the more confidence {ay 
© ſo, becauſe it was a method taken by our glor- 
© ous Queen Elizabeth, in the war ſhe had with 
© the fame nation, againſt which, we are now in 
< ſome likelihood of deing engaged. When that 
«< glorious and wiſe Queen Was at war with the 
© Spaniards, inſtead of loading her people with 
© taxes for the carrying on of that war, ſhe found, 
© by the afliſtance of Admiral Drake, a ſet of pri 
vate men in England and Holland, who, at thei 
* own expence, in hopes of retmburfing themſelves 
< by the plunder they Thould meet with, fitted out 
© a fleet of upwards of 100 fail of thips, with 12 
or 14,000 land forces on board, with which they 
« invaded Spain itſelf, took and plundered ſeveral 
© of their towns, and would have taken the rich 
city of Liſbon, Which was then in the hands df 
the Spaniards, if it had not been for an accident, 
In this expedition, neither the Queen, nor the 
< publick, was at any expence, nor did either of 
© them contribute any thing towards it, except 
few ſhips of war, which the Queen lent to the 
* undertakers. This ſhews what great things maj 
be done, by private adventurers, when proper) 
**encoutaged, and how neceſſary it is for the pub 
Heck, to countenance and authorize all ſuch ur 
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Thus, Sir, I have briefly explained ta you the 
+ nature of the bill naw before us; and, from what 
I have ſaid, it wall appear, that, if we come to 
no rupture with Spais, there is _— in the 
+ bill that can take any effect. In this cafe, it can 
do us na harm, but may do us good, by con- 
« vincing Spain that we are in carneft, and thereby 
« forcing them to come to a ſpeedy accommada- 


+ the two nations. Whereas, an the other hand, 
« if we ſhould be obliged to declare war, or begin 
c hoſtilities, before next ſsffion of Parliament, the 
+ paſling of this bill into a law this ſeſſion, will be 
+ of great ſervice ta us; becauſe it will encourage 
+ our ſeamen to enter immediately intq his Majef- 
« ty's ſervice, and it will likewife encourage private 


is declared, or hoſtilities begun: Both which 
* muſt be gf greater advantage at the commence- 


has heen for fome! time carried on; becauſe our 
* enemies will then he more upon their guard, and 
better able to repel an attack, than they can be 
ſuppoſed to be at the beginning of a rupture. 
By encouraging our feamen to enter voluntarily 
into his Majeſty's ſervice, we ſhall not only put 
it into the power of our government to fit out a 
F Wee | on in a few. weeks, perhaps in a 
4 
* tijities or to declare war; but, we ſhall alſo, in a 
great meaſure, prevent our being obliged to have 
* recourſe tp that deſtructive method of preſſing, 
* which 1s {a inconſiſtent with our conſtitution, fo 
* hurtful to our trade, and fo oppreſſive upon our 
* ſeamen, who are, I may ſay, the moſt uſeful 
part of our 8 "IO e ne” 
Another argument, Sir, and I think a very 
* ſtrong one, for paſſing this bill, is, that it will 
* encourage ſuch of our ſeamen as are in foreign 
| | | Ff 2  '* Jervices 


« tian of all the differences naw. ſubſiſting between 


« adventurers to ſend out prĩuatesrs as foon as war 


ment of a war, than they can be after the war 


ew days, after they have refolved to begin hoſ- 
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<' ſervice, to return to their own country. They 
will from thence conclude, that we are to fit out 
no more peaceable ſquadrons,” nor to make any 
more Spithead expeditions: They will ſuppoſe 
< that both riches and glory may now be acquired 
in the ſervice of their native country; and there. 
© fore they will return, as ſoon as they can get an 
opportunity. If there be any of them in the 
© ſervice of Spain, and, I'm afraid, there are too 
* many, they may get an opportunity of returning 
from thence, before a war breaks out; but if we 
give them no encouragement to return before the 
< war is actually begun, it will then be impoſſible 
for them to return to the ſervice of their coun- 
try; they muſt continue in the ſervice of Spain 

-< againſt their country; and they will certainly be 
the moſt uſeful men the Spaniards can employ, 
© in ſuch expeditions as they may make againſt any 
© of our ſettlements in America, or againft any of 
our other dominions. 1 
- 1+. Theſe, Sir, are a few of the advantages that 
will acerue from our paſſing this bill into a law; 
but if it ſhould be re Wo now it is brought in, 
+ we may eaſily foreſee the conſequence of ſuch a 

© refuſal. - The court of Spain will be convinced, 
or at leaſt will believe, that we dare not reſent 
the injuries we have met with, or inſiſt upon any 
effectual ſecurity againſt our meeting with ſuch 
for the future; therefore, they may very proba- 
bly refuſe giving us reparation for what is paſt, 
or ſecurity in time to come; ſo that by endea- 
vouring to avoid a war, or by not providing for 
it; we ſhall draw ourſelves into it; and what is 
ſtill worſe, when we come to find a war neceſſi- 
ry, when we have actually reſolved upon tt, 
none of our own people will believe us, nor wil 
any of our ſeamen enter voluntarily into the ſer- 
vice of their country: They have been of late 
ſo often amuſed with preparations and expedi 
| FE IN > . tions 
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« were to fit out a ſquadron with the firmeſt reſo- 
« lution to ſend it upon immediate action, I believe 
« yery few ſeamen would enter themſelves volun- 


tions ſo. languid and tedious, that, inſtead of 
giving a fatal blow at the beginning, we might 
5 probably meet. with One. x 


I therefore hope, Sir, the bill will meet with 
« no oppoſition, and I have the more reaſon to 
hope ſo, becauſe I cannot ſo much as ſuggeſt to 
«* myſelf any one reaſonable objection that can be 


made to it. But, if there be any gentleman in 


mine, and if any. ſuch: gentleman ſhould offer 
* ſome ſenſible objections againſt it, the honoura- 
ble gentleman, who firſt mentioned this bill, and 
« ſeveral others, who, I know, are friends to it, 
* are more able to give them an anſwer than I am; 
* therefore, I ſhall not foreſtal the debate, by ſtart- 
ing and anſwering ſome trifling objections that 


; * may, perhaps, be ſuggeſted againſt its being paſſ- 
d, ed into a law this ſeſſion of Parliament. 
Tube next ſpeech made in this debate, which we 
ich ſhall communicate, is, that which was made by the 
by right - honourable Sir Robert Walpole, who ſpoke 
itt, to this effect, viz. 3 | 
ear 3 4 5 3208 14 } CWMOEACH R > 

75 © Mr. Speaker, M LR ba 0 

t i * Sir, As I am fully apprized of the many vio-Sir fe- 
eu. © {ences and horrid. cruelties that have been com- geh. 
it, mitted by ſome of the Spaniſh Guarda Caſta's in 

wil Anerica, as I am fully ſenſible of the diſnonour 


* that would be reflected upon his Majeſty's crown 
and dignity, and of the contempt that would be 
brought upon the 


. - 


* cruelties ſhould be allowed to paſs unpuniſhed, 


« tions, which have ended in nothing but expoſing 
© them to the ridicule of their enemies, that, if we 


« tarily on board, which would make our prepara- 


« this houſe, whole invention is more fertile than 


nation, if thoſe violences and 


FT3 «= "2" 
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„it is With the utmoſt relu@ance 1 fad up to 
„ oppoſe tiny fnerfure, that has but a Tebiding 
« eendency towards procuring us at reparation 
e and fatisfiidh, we have fo.fult a title to inſt 
„enz bat When 1 Rear u inesfüne propoſed, which 
fut 2 and fmimediately phmge us into 
© an expenſivde, a dangerous, ah u deftruQive 
War, or weſt, at leaſt, make ſt extremely 
difficult, if not impoſſible, de obtain any ſatis- 
faction in a pesesable way, I ffiud think my. 
« ſelf deficlert in that duty which, from the fa. 
„tion I have the honour te be in, 1 owe to his 
_ © Majeſty, 1 Gould think myſelf deficient in that 
duty Which, as a member of this houſe, I owe 
6 de my eountry, if I did not give my reaſons 
Againſt ſuch a — ge eſpecially, When 
SY 1 Uh that it muſt expoſe us to many other 
„ jticonvettivhcies, beſides Uhat of involving ds 
< "Info an immediate War, and can atifwer no Pod 
« Eiich, dut Phat may de Uily. attained, without 
ear ee ſuch pfepofttion. 
we talk, Sit, er 'the depredations con. 
8 — ty the Spang Gittrda Cofta's in An. 
rica, I Md, gentlemen are very apt te attribute 
* them to the whole nation of Spain. They 
tal us if theſe depredatiens Hud been autho- 
«© r7266, er at leaſt approved of, by the goveri 
« init Ef that Ningdom; whereas, it does not 
yet appear, that the government has fo much 
as connived at any of them, nor has the court 
© of Spain, as yet, refuſed tg ötder reſtitution, 
An afty Gne'Galſe where the Rube has been made 


7 eke e de ane Alkvve is, Mreréfore, room 


Kill Weit wer negotiatzen; nd if we kan obtalt, 

« by Pesch Wand, Se denen we enn Exped 
5 by force ef Atmis, I am Alte no nah of com. 
mon prudence, Uikfs he kus [ime ether vie 
+ Khan that bf che good Gf is Tobutitty, would 
ts bingen of Spain 01 
Wat, 


A 1738. DEBATES. 
War. I * I have always ſhewn myſelf as 
« jealous of the 


any man ought to be; but I muſt upon 
the preſent occaſion think, that we have al- 
ready teſtified ſufficiently our zeal for the ho- 
« nour of the nation, and our concern for the ſuf- 
« ferings of aur merchants and ſeamen. We have 


« already addrefled his Majeſty to uſe his utmoſt 


* endeavours for obtaining reparation to our mer- 
« chants, and ſatisfaction to the nation. We have 


« promiſed to ſupport his Majeſty. in whatever 


© meaſures he may find neceflary for that purpoſe. 
We have even made ſome proviſion for a war, 
in caſe it ſhould be found neceflary; and in 


* conſequence of what we have done, we can. 


make no doubt, but that his Majeſty has ſent 
orders to his miniſter at the court of Spain, to 
« infift upon a full and ſpeedy ſatisſaction. Our 
© zeal and unanimity in the refolutions we have 
already come to, will probably open the eyes of 
the court of Spain. If they have been blinded 
by the friends and partiſans of thoſe whe have 
«* injured us: If they. have been made to believe, 
* as they certainly have, that the facts, as repre- 
* ſented by our merchants, were not true, and 
that few or no Britifþ ſhips have been ſeized, 
but ſuch as had been concerned in ſome illicit 
trade; they will, from the reſolutions we have 
come to, begin to doubt of what they have 
been told by their own people. This will make 
* them enquire mare ſtrictly: Upon that enquiry 
they will find out the truth; and when the 
* do, we have ſome reaſon to expect, they will 
* agree to what we have propoſed, rather than 
* engage in a war, which, upon their ſide, even 
* they themſelves muft conclude to be unjuſt.- 
Thus, Sir, we may repair the honour of the 
nation, by obtaining a ſpeedy and full fatis- 


honour of my country, and as 
« zealous for aſſerting it upon all occaſions,, as 
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| PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
faction, and that in a peaceable way; and while 
* we have any hopes of being able to do ſo, we 
* ought not to hurry ourſelves into ſuch meaſures, 
as may render it impoſſible. We muſt ſuppoſe, 
© that other nations are as tender of their honour 
© as we are: Thoſe who have occafion to be 
often about the perſons of Princes, know how 
< jealous they are of their honour, and how apt 
* they are even to miſconſtrue any thing that can, 
in the leaſt, look like an indignity. This, Sir, 
* will, in my opinion, be the caſe, if we ſhould 
* paſs this bill into a law. The court of Spain 
will look upon it as an indignity put upon their 
crown. They will look upon it as a ſort of 
challenge or defiance z and they will then, of 
© courſe, think it inconſiſtent with their honour 


© to offer any ſatisfaction, or to agree to what 


they would perhaps have otherwiſe agreed to 
< without heſitation. Even ſuppoſing they are 
* now well inclined towards us, and fully reſolved 
© to give us the moſt ſolid ſatisfaction, as ſoon as 
< they can be convinced of the juſtice of our 
complaints, and of the reaſonableneſs of our de- 
* mands; yet if they ſhould once begin to ima- 
gine, that the methods we take for obtaining 
_ © redreſs, are of ſuch a hectoring nature, as to 
© make it inconſiſtent with their honour to com- 
< ply with our demands, we cannot expe& 
s they will ever comply with them, unleſs they 
© are, by the fate on forced 5 ſubmit to 
? any terms we may e to preſcribe. 
But on the ther hand, Sir, ſuppoſing they 
are now reſolved not to do us all the juſtice we 
© have a right to infiſt on, nor, to come to any 
? treaty with us upon equal terms, will our agree- 
ting to this bill any way contribute towards 
t making them alter their reſolution ? So far other- 
t wile, Sir, that, in my opinion, it will contri- 
1 bute towards rendering them, not only more 
r Be + ___ £ obftinats 


— 


„ ff... ̃ SE Mi ß ̃ñ ß ß 8 


K G6 KG An Aa A A A A 6 A 


— I v * * Ta) ADS TI * 
www! tes. * R 
n n "71 INT OO 8 

4 
— 


« obſtinate with reſpect to the demands we 1 
upon them, but more unreaſonable in the claims 
6 they have or may ſet up againſt us; becauſe it 
« will attach their friends more cloſely to their in- 
| + tereſt, and prevent our friends from giving us 
* any aſſiſtance. Nay, I do not know, but it 
* may make ſome of our beſt friends join with 
them againſt us 1. I do my now; but 1 may 
unite the greateſt part of Europe in a league 
+ againſt us TT in that caſe, it would be out of 
our power to procure any reparation for what is 
© paſſed, or any ſecurity in time to come, either 
by negotiation, or force of arms; for even the 
«* moſt ſanguine amongſt us will not, I believe, 
pretend to ſay, that we are able to ſtand, ſingle 
and alone, againſt the united force of Europe. 
| © That this may be the effect of our agreeing to 
the bill now before us, will, I think, appear 
* evident to any gentleman, that conſiders the 
import and natural conſequences of the very 
« firſt clauſe of the bill; which leads me of 
* courſe to examine the , ſeveral clauſes particu- 
* larly; and this I ſhall do regularly, as they 
* now ftand in the bill. | 
By the firſt clauſe, Sir, it is propoſed to be 
© enacted, That after a declaration of war, the 
property of all prizes ſhall be abſolutely veſted 
* in the captors. Now, ſuppoſe a ſquadron of 
* his Majeſty's men of war, or a ſquadron of 
armed veſſels, fitted out by private men, or by 
* a ſociety, (ſuppoſe by the Zews of this king- 
* dom) ſhould, after a declaration of war, meet 
* with and take one of the Spaniſh plate fleets re- 
turning to Europe; by this clauſe, the whole 
property of that fleet, both ſhips and cargoes, 
* would belong to the captors, without its being 
in our power to return one ſhilling's worth to 
the firſt owners. After making this ſuppoſition, 
which is a very natural one, let us conſider, mos 
| * an 
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< that the ſubjects of Spain have generally but 
< a ſmall ſhare, ſeldom a fifth, ſometimes not a 
< tenth, of the money or effects on board any of 
* thoſe fleets: Even the merchantſhips them. 


_ © ſelves, though built or purchaſed in the name 


of the Spamards, ure chiefly the property of 
© other nations. Next, let us conſider, that the 
« foreigners concerned in thoſe ſleets, are princi- 
N pally French, Datob, or Britiſh ſubjects. As the 
< aw now ftands, his Majeſty c ſeparate the 
property of his own fubjects, and alſo the pro- 


peace with us, from the property of the Kin 
d ſubjects of Spain; in order to canfiſcate he 

latter, as he might juſtly do by the laws of 

war, and to return the former, as he ought to 


» 


c 
0 
4 
0 
4 

0 


do by the rules of equity and friendſhip: But 


< if this bill ſhould paſs into a law, he could 
make no ſuch ſeparation, nor any ſuch reſti- 
5 tution. 4 : . n 
What the conſequences of this would be, Sir, 
I tremble to think on. As to the Frexch, they 


would certainly reclaim their by force 
of arms. Nay, if this bill ſhould paſs. into a 


aw, they would immediately take the alarm, 
and might, per join in an alliance againſt 


us; and, if the Datch did not take the fame 
«* courſe, they would, at ſeaſt, refuſe to give us 
© afliftance, in a war, by which their ſubjeds 
< muft be ſo great loſers. The leaſt fatal conſe- 
© quence we can apprehend, by paſſing this bil 
into a law, is, that the next Spanyſh-plate flect, 


and every ſuch ſucceeding fleet, would be 


brought heme under the convey of 2 French 
ſquadron of his Ma. 
< jeſty's men of war, Or any ſquadron of ſhips of 


war, fitted out by private adventurers of thi 


© kingdom, which, by another clauſe in this bil, 
Wwe conld not prevent, thould attack the Hon 
i ; n l os ſquadron, 


perty of the ſubjects of thoſe nations then at 
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c qu we muſt expect that” Nane e 

« diately declare war againſt us. I have as good 
an opinion of the power of this nation, and of 
« the bravety of our men, either by fea or land, 

« as any fan can have. 1 believe, we would be 

an overmatch for Spain; becauſe, by the ſupe- 

« riotity df bur fleet, we might do them infinite 

« miſchief, and at the fame time prevent its being 

in their power to do us any great damage: But 
« [ cannot believe, that, without one ally to affiſt 

« us, We could cnrry on à war both againſt France 

© and Spain; eſpecially, confidering the diverfion 

they might give us, by throwing the Pretender, 

« with a few trobps, into any part of Britain or 

But ſuppoſe, Sir, that neither the Fruch nor 
© Dutch had any ſhare in the Spamſb plate fleets, 
yet, tis certain, our own ſubjects have always 


* a very confiderable ſhare; and, I hope, I may 
Abe allowed to ſuy a word in favour of our own 
* taerCharits'; I hope, I fall not gain any ill will, 
* or popular reſentment, by pleading the cauſe of 
5 our Spuniſbd mercharits, who have for many 
© years returned, and who at this 95 time, I 
fums 


believe, do return, yeatly, large in bullion 
* and Spaniſh coin to their native country. As 
„the law now ſtands, if W Spam Thip, in 
* which they have à concern, ſhould be taken af- 
* ter a &eclarktivn of war, his Majeſty could fe- 

| * patate their flare from the reſt, and return it to 
them; but, F this bill paſſes into a law, the 

| © muſt be ruined ; and for what? For being con⸗ 
* cethed in a trade, by which they acquire great 
riches to their country, s well as themſelves ;- 
which, 1 think, would be a mot extrabrdinar7 
piece of Injuftice, as Weil as bad policy, unleſs 
we had Piven them ümedus warning, not to be 
any farther æoneetned in chat trade. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1738. 
« I muſt likewiſe, Sir, upon this occaſion, 
« ſhew ſome regard to the Dutch, and eſpecially, 


to our Britiſh inſurers, which, I hope, fone 


e who hear me will not take amiſs, notwithſtand- 
ing the ſhare they ſeem to have had in the 
drawing up of this bill. Tis well known, that 
< moſt, if not all, of the ſhips that fail to and 
< from the Spaniſh ſettlements in America, are in- 
© ſured either here or in Holland; and therefore, 
< the ſeizing upon, and confifcating them, imme- 
< diately after a declaration of war, would be 
< a greater loſs to our own people, or to the ſub- 
< jets of the States General, than to the fubjeds 
< of Spain; and, it would be a loſs they would 
6 

o 

* 


be expoſed to without any fault in them, and 
without its being poſſible for them to foreſee or 
prevent it; for it is impoſſible for private men 
to have, it is impoſſible to give them, any pre- 
vious notice of a declaration of war. Nay, ac- 
cording to the modern practice, war 18 generally 
made before it is declared: Hoſtilities of ſome 
kind or other, are uſually now made the firſt 
ſignal of a rupture. SHS Tp | 
What I have ſaid, Sir, will, I hope, ſuffici- 
ently ſhew the danger and inconveniencies, that 
muſt enſue from our agreeing to the firſt clauſe 
of this bill; and, I can ſee no preſent neceſſity 
for our expoſing ourſelves to ſuch dangers or in- 
conveniencies. *Tis true, we had once ſuch 
a law, I know, that, during the laſt four 
years of the late war, ſuch a law was actually 


attended with any inconvenience, or accufed of 
any injuſtice. This may, perhaps, have influ- 
ence upon ſome gentlemen, and therefore, 1 
muſt beg leave to ſhew, that we are now in 
very Arent circumſtances. When that law 
was paſſed, both the Dutch, and we were in 
actual war with France as well as Spain, 15 
33 e 
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nin force; and, I do not remember, that it was 
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© had been ſo for fix years before; therefore, we 
could not ſup i, W Wege _ or the 
\ le of Holland then the lea ope 
0 e any Spaniſh ſnip; and we ne. 
« a right to ſeize and confiſcate the effects of 
French ſubjects, as we had to ſeize and con- 
« fiſcate the effects of thoſe of Spain. But the 
« caſe is now very different: We are at no war 
« with France, nor can probably be, unleſs we 
« bring it upon ourſelves, by agreeing to this bill; 
« and the Dutch may not be engaged in a war 
+ with Spain, when we are. To this I muſt add, 
that the law is now to begin to be in force at 
© the very firſt commencement of the war, fo 
that neither our own, nor the people of any 
© other nation, can have time to withdraw their 
effects from the nation againſt which we declare 
© war, nor are we to give them the leaſt warnin 
or notice, not to truſt their effects on board the 
« ſhips of that nation. We have, I grant, by 
„the laws of war, a right to ſeize the ſhips of 
our enemies, and to confiſcate to our own uſe, 
© all the effects that are found on board; but, 
ve ought not to make a prey of our friends, 
and far leſs of our own people, till after they 
have had ſufficient notice of the rupture. If 
ve do, I muſt think, we do them a ſort of in- 
juſtice; and it is a ſort of injuſtice, which could 
not be in the leaſt complained of, when ſuch a 
hw as this was paſſed, during the late war; 
* becauſe, that war had been carried on for fix 
* years, before we made any ſuch law, and con- 
* ſequently, no man could ſay, he had not had 
© ſufficient notice of the rupture, and: ſufficient 
time to withdraw his effects from the countries 
we were then at war with. But in the preſent 
caſe, we are not, it ſeems, to give any man the 
-* leaſt warning. Friend and foe, alien and free- 
born, are all to forfeit the goods and * 
5 E208 | | ; &7'Þ e 
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the moment the war is declared, if they be 
found by us on board any of the enemy's ſhips, 
or in any of. the enemy's dominions. This 
< would be unjuſt upon the firſt breaking out of 
any war, but it is ſtill more ſo in the caſe of 
a rupture with Spain; becauſe of the long time 
< that is neceſſary for a man's getting his effects 
£ fram their dominians, or from on board their 
<* ſhips; for I muſt obſerve, that goods are often 
£ laaded on board the Spanyb Galleons or Flota, 
£ both in Eurape and America, ſeveral months 
© before their departure; and if they are loaded, 
or ordered to be loaded, in the Heft-Indies, it 
requires yet a much longer time for a merchant 
in Europe, to ſend counter orders to his corre. 
* fpondent in the Spaniſo Weſt-Indies; fo that the 
goods of our friends may be loaded, or ordered 
to be loaded, on board the Galleons in New 
Spain, before there is the leaſt ſign of a rupture 
+ between the two nations; and yet a war may 
be declared, nay, ſeveral months declared, be- 
fore thoſe goods can be brought home or coun- 
© termanded,” which renders the confiſcating of 
them the more inexcuſable. 7 
EI ͤnow come, Sir, to the next clauſe in the 

© bill under our conſideration, by which, a re- 
| Pit ward or gratuity of 5 J. is to be given to every 
man concerned in the taking of any prize. 
< This, Sir, I cannot find fault with; for in this 
age, I doubt much if we could find many that 

would be ready to venture their lives, for the 
© fake of glory, and the love of their country 
2 only. Our ſeamen would, I behev & be 1 
ready to do ſo, as any other ſet of men what. 
ever; but even with reſpect to them, I believe, 
© that in ſuch caſes, it would be neceſfary to give 
them ſome certain proſpect of advantage; and, 
I can think of no inconvenience ſuch a regu 
© lation as this weuld be ä 
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© ſmall addition to the publick N which, "Wi 
„ believes: would be fully recompenſed by the 1 
« advantage the publick would reap, from giving «Bo 
them ſuch” encouragetnent ; therefore, if the 1 
— gentlemen will confine their bill to = 
« this clauſe — n ond” now 8 them my 3 
6 concutrence- By 3 
But as to — * 0 PR lap Die, I am * 
« of a very different opinion. They would both, 1 
I think, be attended with great inconveniencies. Wl 
In caſe f a war, it would; indeed, be proper bl 1 
to encoufage” private men to fit out privateers, by 7 
and for that purpoſe to give commiſſions to 1 
moſt of choſe who ſhould apply for them; but | 
I am fur from thinking it proper, to give pri- 1 
vate men a legal title to inſiſt upon having fuch of 
© commiſſions, or to make it neceffary for the ad- 3 
miralty to grant ſuch commiſſions, to every pri- ib 
vate man thut might pleaſe to apply oe one. i 
There might be private reaſons for not granting "Ft 
« commiſſions'to ſome men, which could not be 1 
„ declared nor pleaded in a court of juſtice, as an op 
f * excuſe for noticomplyinig/ with what the law di- | 
© res. From the experience we have had of 3 
Ie the Spaniſb Guarda Cofta's, we know how in- 1 
e. convenient it is, to grant commiſſions to private 5 
ry * adventurers; for moſt of the irregularities, and, 1 
e. I believe, all the oruelties, that have been eom- > || 
his * mitted by them, were committed by thoſe 1 
at * Guaria'Cofta's, that had 'been fitted out by pri- Wh 
he vate men. The caſe would, in all likelihood, be 1 
try * the fame if we ſhould grant commiſſions indiſ- = 
as * criminately to every man that pleaſed to apply W | 
at- for ofies Some men might make uſe of thoſe 1 
ve, * commiſſions for plundering our friends as well 1 
we * as our enemies: The commiſſioners of the ad- b 
nd, * miralty might have good reaſons for being con- * 
gu- * vinced, that this was their defign when they [4 
at 4 : applied for them ; and mot _ reaſons might Wh | 
mall © be 5 
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be ſuch, as could not be proved to the convic. 
tion of a jury. Therefore, I think, we ought 
to leave the law in this caſe as it ſtands at pre- 
ſent: We ought to leave a diſcretionary power 
4 in his Majeſty, to grant Or refuſe ſuch commiſ. 
© fions, when or to whom he pleaſe. 
Then, Sir, as to the laſt of theſe two clauſes, 
by which it is propoſed: to be enacted, That his 
Majeſty may grant commiſſions or charters to a. 

ny perſons or ſocieties, to ſeize upon, take, and 
-< enjoy as their on property, any lands, fortif- 
< cations, or harbours, belonging to the enemy, l 
think it will not only be attended with many in- 
* conveniencies, but it will, in my opinion, be in- 
© conſiſtent with ſome of the treaties we are now 
engaged in. By the 8th article of the treaty of 
© Utrecht between Spain and us, it is expreſsly ſti- 
« That neither the Catholick King, 
nor any of his heirs or ſucceſſors whatſoever, 
& ſhall fell, » yield, . pawn, transfer, or by any 
«© means, or under any name, alienate from them 
and the crown of Spain, to the French, or to 
4 any other nation whatever, any. lands, domi- 
„ nions, or territories, or any part thereof, be- 
<« longing to Spain in America. On the contrary, 
4 that the Spaniſb dominions in the Heſt-Indirs 
may be preſerved whole and entire, the Qneen 
of Great Britain engages, that ſhe will endea- 
i <<. your, and give aſſiſtance to the Spaniards, that 
4 < the antient limits of their dominions in the s. 
Indies be reſtored, and ſettled as they ſtood in 
_< the time of the aboveſaid Catholick King, 
* Charles II. if it ſhall appear that they have in a- 
ny manner, or under any pretence, been broken 
<< into, or leſſened in any part, fince the death of 
c the aforeſaid King Charles II.. Which arti· 
cle is confirmed and enforced by the firſt ſepatate 
article of the ſame treaty, in theſe words, — 
At is further agreed by this ſeparate artiele, 1* 

* | 2 | 66 
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« ſhall be of the ſame force as if it was inſerted 
« word for word in the treaty this day concluded 


s between their Royal Majeſties, that ſince his 


« Royal Catholick Majeſty is ſtedfaſtly reſolved, 
« and does ſolemnly promiſe by theſe preſents, 
« that he will not conſent to any further aliena- 
« tion of countries, provinces, or lands of any 
« ſort, or wherever ſituate, belonging to the 
« crown of Spain; her Royal Majeſty of Great 
« Britain does likewiſe reciprocally promiſe, that 
« ſhe will perſiſt in thoſe meaſures and councils, 
« by which ſhe has provided and taken care, that 
« none of the parties in war ſhall require or ob- 


„ tain of his Catholick Majeſty, that any further 


« part of the Spaniſh monarchy be torn from it; 
“but that any new demand of that kind being 
« made, and the ſame refuſed by his Catholick 
« Majeſty, her Royal Majeſty of Great Britain 
« will uſe her endeavours, that ſuch demands 
&« ſhall be receded from.” _. a 

From theſe articles we may ſee, Sir, that not 
only the King of Spain is obliged, not to yield 
« or transfer any part of his dominions in America 


to any nation whatever, but we are obliged to 


© uſe our endeavours, that he ſhall not be forced 
to yield or transfer any part of them; and as the 
« ſame ſtipulations were entered into at that time 
between him and the Dutch, the Dutch and we 
* are a ſort of guaranties mutually againft each o- 
ther; ſo that we cannot attempt to make an 
: e fe in the Spaniſh Meſt Indies, without 
* breaking with the Dutch, no more than they can 
attempt to make, without breaking with us; 
* and, I hope, it is not propoſed that we ſhould 
make any conqueſts in Old Spain. 8 0 
For this reaſon, Sir, if his Majeſty ſhould 
* grant any ſuch charters or commiſſions, as are 
intended by this clauſe, the very granting of 
* ſuch, might be look'd on by the Dutch as a 
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breach of our engagements with them; and, as 
all the parties concerned in the treaty of Utrecht 
were reſpectively and mutually guaranties to one 
another, ſome others of them would look upon 
any ſuch grant in the ſame light. But this is not 


R # 


a R & A&A 


lay his Majeſty under a very great difficulty, or 
© it might render it impoſſible for Spain and us, 


treaty of peace; for, if his Majeſty ſhould, in 
purſuance of the law, grant ſuch charters, and 
if, during the war, the people to whom ſuch 
charters had been granted, ſhould ſeize upon, 
and take poſſeſſion of, any part of the Spaniſh 


< dominions in America, this clauſe would render 


K 6G K * 


it impoſlible for his Majeſty to reſtore, by any 


future treaty, the dominions ſo ſeized upon. 
« Such a reſtitution could then be made only by 
act of Parliament, and by granting the proprie- 
* tors an equivalent out of the publick revenue, 
according to the value they might put upon their 
« property, which, upon ſuch an occafion, they 
would value at a moſt exorbitant rate; ſo that, 
© even by act of Parliament, it might be almoſt 
« impoſlible to reſtore the dominions ſo ſeized; 
and the engagements the King of -Spain hes un- 
der with the other powers of Europe, as I have 
before mentioned, would render it impoſſible for 
* him to yield them to us in explicit terms. For 
this reaſon, though this clauſe ſhould be paſſed 
into a law, we cannot ſuppoſe that his Majeſty 
* would grant any ſuch commiſſions or charters; 


and, his refuſing to grant any ſuch, would rail: 


a aclamour againſt him, or at leaſt againſt the then 
«< adminiſtration, It would be ſaid, that they had 
5 refuſed to do that which would moſt effectually 
+ diſtreſs the enemy, and which would redound 
moſt to the advantage of this kingdom; that the 
miniſters got great advantages by the continuance 


of 


all, Sir; the 8 of ſuch a law, would either 


ever hereafter, to agree upon a ſolid and explicit 
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« 8 the war, and that therefore, they prevented 


© our people's taking thoſe methods, which would 
& aua prove moſt effectual for bringing it to 


and ſpeedy concluſion. This I would 
ail 1 gentlemen, who ſeem to be favourers 


of this bill, to take particular notice of; for, they 


ebe laying a trap for their own undoing, or at 
« leaft for perplexing their own adminiſtration ; 
and, therefore, I hope, they will excuſe me for 
« offering them my advice upon this occaſion, 


Which, however they may take it, I can affure 


« them 1s fincere. 

70 Having thus ſhewn the dangers and inconve- 
« niencies we may be expoſed to by paſſing this 
bill into a law, I muſt next obſerve, Sir, that 
there is not any one good end propoſed by this 


dill, but what may be eaſily attained by the law, 


« as it ſtands at preſent, except that of the 57. re- 
« ward to thoſe that may be-concerned in the ta- 
e king of any prize; for, as to the end propoſed 
« by the firſt clauſe, we know, that all prizes taken 
from the enemy belong to his Majeſty, and he 
may grant them, as an encpuragement, to the 
« captors. This has actually been the cuſtom for 
many years, and in caſe of a war, his Majeſty 


* 


would certainly comply with this cuſtom.” What 
really belonged to the enemy, he would certainly 
grant to thoſe concerned in taking the prize; 


which js all that in juſtice. he could claim to him- 
* ſelf, and all that Ty 10 uſtice can be given even by 


act of Parliament, before giving our friends a 
ſufficient previous notice, as I have before obſer- 
ved. This, I believe, would be a ſufficient en- 
couragement for our ſeamen, and would be as 
effectual for making them enter into his Majeſty? E 
* ſervice, or return to their native country, as if 

* you Uid it by a& of Parliament. They all know, 
| G 8 2 that 


do not know what ſtations they may, at that 
time, be in: They may, for what they know, 
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c that this is the cuſtom; they with good reaſon 


expect, that his Majeſty will follow this cuſtom 
in any future war; and therefore, there is not 
the leaſt occaſion for giving them any title by 
< law, to what they may be able to take from the 
enemies of their country. It would be a ſort of 
6 diſreſpect to his Majeſty to do ſo; becauſe, it 
< would ſhew a diffidence in his conduct. As to 


the granting commiſſions to private adventurers 


for fitting out privateers, we likewiſe know, that 
< his ey may do. it without any law for that 


© purpoſe, and certainly would, at leaſt, to all ſuch 


< as he could be aſſured would not make a bad uſe 
of them. And as to commiſſions for ſeizing up- 
on and appropriating any of the Spaniſb territo- 
« ries in America, I have already ſhewn, that no 
* ſuch ought to be granted. It would be incon- 


_ © ſiſtent with the engagements we are under, it 


< would be inconſiſtent with the hopes of peace, 


and farther, it would be inconſiſtent with pru- 
© dence and good policy. We have already as 


many territories in America as we know well 
< what to do with; and the ſeizing upon any of 
the Spaniſh territories, might excite the jealouſy 
of the other powers of Europe, and oF ſome 
of them join with Spain, in order to give a check 
to the increaſe of our power. 5 
have now given my reaſons for being againſt 
our agreeing to this bill: I think, Sir, they are 
of ſome weight; but, I ſhall be ready to alter 


my opinion, if I hear the objections I have made 


fully anſwered. It is for this purpoſe I have en- 
* plained them to you; and, I have the pleaſure 
to think, that in this affair, I cannot be miſled by 
* any falſe prejudice or raſh opinion of my own; 
for, if my objections can be anſwered, I am ſure, 
< ſome of the gentlemen, who ſeem to be friends 


co this bill, are able to do it; and, I do not in 


© the leaſt queſtion their. willingneſs. I am * 
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© ble, Sir, how unpopular it is to oppoſe the moſt 
« violent meaſures that can be. propoſed. at this 
« juncturez but, I have always deſpiſed an affecta- 
tion of popularity that was inconſiſtent with the 
good of my country; and, I ſhall continue to do 
« ſo, not only for the ſake of my country, but alſo 
« becauſe I have, from my long experience in this 
« houſe, learned to know, that the oppoſers of 


« pernicious but popular ſchemes may live to re- 


« ceive the thanks of their country for that very 
« oppoſition. I am likewiſe ſenſible, Sir, how apt 
« ſome people may be to blame me for oppoſin 
« this bill: I know, that from the ſtation in whic 


w Us 


« I have the honour to ſerve his Majeſty, ſome 


people will be apt to impute to my fear of a war, 
that which proceeds only from my regard to 
what I think the true intereſt of my country; 
for a notion has of late been induſtriouſly propa- 
* gated, that the miniſtry are afraid of entering 
into a war, not for the ſake of their country, 
but for their own. What pretence can be made 
« uſe of for ſupporting this opinion, I am unable 
to comprehend; for, in this kingdom, it has al- 


time of peace; and, I am ſure, if a miniſter were 
conſcious of his having been guilty of any miſ- 
management, it would be his buſineſs to involve 
the nation in a war, in order to divert the atten- 
* tion of the publick, and prevent an enquiry into 
his own conduct. Ea. | | 


« If I had thrown aſide all regard to the pub- 


0 
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| © lick, and propoſed to act only from ſelfiſh poli- 


* tical views, I know, I ought not to have ſaid 
a word upon this occaſion ; becauſe, whatever 


may be the ſucceſs of our negotiations, what- 


ever may be the ſucceſs of a war, in caſe we 
* ſhould engage in one, I could have ſaid, I nei- 
* ther adviſed the one nor the other; and might 


Gg 3 8 „ 


ways been thought, and with reaſon too, that it 
is more eaſy to govern in time of war than in 
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PARLIANMENYTAIY A. 1738. 
have pretended, that I could not be made ac- 
countable for what I never adviſed, or for what 


was refolved on contrary to my opinion. But 
this, Sir, I ſhall always look on as a mean fub- 


terfuge ; for miniſters are not only accountable 
for the counſels they give to their Sovereign, 


but are, while they continue miniſters, account- 


able for his conduct; becauſe they may, and 


_ ought to reſign, if any meaſures: are reſolved 
on, which, they think, evidently tend to the 
tuin or diſadvantage of their country. If any 
fault ſhould be found, or an enquiry made into 


any of our late meafures, I ſhould willingly 


take upon me to anſwer for every ſtep that has 


been made by the government, ever ſince I had 


the honour to have a ſhare in the adminiſtra- 


tion; and while I continue in it, I ſhall always 


be ready to do the fame. With what face then 
can it be ſuppoſed; that I could appear again 


in this houſe, if a proper and full ſatisfaction is 


not made us, before next ſeſſion of Parliament, 


in a peaceable way, or the moſt proper and ef- 


fectual methods taken for obtaining it by force 


of arms? 1 5 
The popular cry is, I know, Sir, at preſent 


for war; and if ſatisfaction be not ſpeedily ob- 


tained by peaceable means, I ſhall be as much 
for war as any man in the kingdom: But! 
would have thoſe who now ſeem ſo fond of war 
conſider, what an addition of taxes they mull 
in that caſe be obliged to pay. When we now 
talk of à war, every man ſeems to be for it; 
but if we were to collect the taxes neceſſary for 
that purpoſe, I believe, moſt men would com. 
plain, moſt men would ſay they never adviſed 
it, and great pains would be taken by fone, to 


' convince the people that we had drawn them 


into an unneceſſary war. Therefore, Sir, do 
not let us give the leaſt pretence for any my 
Fs 1 1 


4 1738. r 
« ſay hereafter, that, by precipitate meaſures, we 


involved the nation in a war, which might o- 
« therwiſe have been avoided; and as this would, 
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] believe, be the effect of our agreeing to the ö 
* bill now before us, I muſt be againſt it.” i 
| The next ſpeaker was William W 1 
| who ſpoke in ſubſtance thus: 
| 


Mr. Speaker, 

5 „Sir, When this bill was firſt introduc'd, I Mr. rh 
ö could eaſily foreſee the ſtorm it would meet 9 
) « with in its paſſage through this houſe, from 

ö ſome grumbling half ſentences uttered by the 
$ 

d 


ghonourable gentleman: that ſpoke laſt; for tho? 
* the bill, at its firſt appearance, ſeemed to be 


„ approved of by every one but him, yet I knew | 
5 * the conſequence of his ſeeming diſlike to it, 3 
n and we now ſee what an oppoſition has ariſen | 
n from his ſingle diſapprobation; though I think, Bi 
ls and J hope the majority of this houſe will think, i 
t, there is no great weight in any of the objections | 
i * he has been pleafed to make to 1t; but before K 
CE * I conſider his objections, I muſt beg leave to 1 
premiſe a few words, for explaining the deſign FT 

at © and intention of this bill. Two of the chief F 
b. ends propoſed by it, Sir, is, to revive the droop- | | 
cl ing ſpirits of our ſeamen; and to prevent a war, 0 
* or rather to put an honourable and ſpeedy end * 
jar to a war that has been carried on for many years 5 
ul upon one ſide only. Our ſeamen, Sir, are a 1 


Di body of men ſo uſeful to the nation, and fo #Y: 


» * neceſſary for carrying on our trade in time of br 
Ol c 


peace, and for defending us againſt invaſions in 


<< 
rr 


. 


m- * time of war, that I am fure they deſerve; upon i 
ſe © every occaſion, all the regard and encourage- yi 
00 * ment our government or Hegiſlature can give 4 
em them; and yet it is certain, that by the treat- 
1 ment they have, for ſeveral years, met with at ij 
1 N 5 
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© home, many of them have been forced into 
« foreign ſervice, and thoſe who remain with us, 
are become more unwilling to ſerve their coun- 
try on board his Majeſty's navy, than they were 
ever known to be heretofore. Theſe two fatal 
< effects, we may juſtly ſuppoſe, are owing to the 

* diſappointments they have met with from the 
late extraordinary fluctuation, or uncertainty of 
our publick reſolutions. Several formidable 
« ſquadrons have, from time to time, been e- 
quipp'd at a vaſt expence to the nation, which 
no man could ſuppoſe were deſigned for a pa- 
rade only. From theſe our ſailors conceived 
hopes, of having an opportunity to revenge the 
s wrongs. they had ſuffered, and to enrich them- 
« ſelves by the plunder of thoſe, who had inſulted 
* their country. But theſe ſquadrons, after mak- 
ing 2 parade upon our own coaſts, or the coaſts 
of our enemies, for a few monthe, have all been 
laid up, and the ſeamen diſmiſſed, with nothing 

but their bare pay, moſt of which they had 
ſpent upon ſuch idle expeditions; ſo that many 

of them had not enough left to pay the debts 
they had contracted for fitting themſelves out, 
and were therefore forced to fly into foreign 
ſervice, for fear of being thrown: into a jail; 
and thoſe who could ſtay at home, are, by the 
many diſappointments they have met with, now 
at laſt induc'd 'to believe, t they can never get 
any thing in his Majeſty's ſervice, - but only 
their bare pay, which is never ſo good as in the 
< merchant ſervice; for which, reaſon, they avoid, 
as much as they. can, being obliged xc to e in 

* the navy, 

The defign therefore of this bill.; is, to con- 
vince our ſeamen that we are now in earneſt: 
That unleſs our enemies, or at leaſt thoſe who 
have plundered us, grant us immediate fatis- 
faction, we are reſolved upon e our- 
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« ſelves by force of arms: That this is the reſo- 
« lution of Parliament, which no miniſter dare 
endeavour to diſappoint. From hence, Sir, our 

« ſeamen will preſume, they are nat now to be 
made a ſhow of, nor to be ſent upon any mock 
« expeditions. This will revive their hopes, and 
< exhilarate their languiſhing ſpirits : It will make 
« thoſe who are abroad, return inſtantly to their 
© native country, and will make them, as well as 
« thoſe who are at home, enter with alacrity into 
© his Majeſty's ſervice ; by which means we ſhall 
| © he enabled, in caſe of a war, to dart like a 
6 thunder · bolt upon the enemy. | 


This, Sir, is one of the chief ends of the 
c bill now before us; and the other is, as I have 
« ſaid, to prevent a war, or rather to put a ſpeedy 
and honourable end to the war, which Spain 
has for ſeveral years been carrying on againſt us. 
« Hitherto they have had to do with our miniſters . 
only, and they ſeem to think they may n 
* tiate with them as long as they pleaſe, and in 
the mean time ſeize and plunder as many of our 
* ſhips as they can meet with. By the paſling of 
* this bill they will ſee, that they have now to do 
with the Parliament of Great Britain, that the 
* whole nation is rouzed, and that it will be im- 
* poſſible even for our miniſters to ſtem the tor- 
* rent of our reſentment. They will ſee, that 
ve are preparing to ſeize upon their wealth 
* wherever we can find it, and to ſtrip them 
| © of their moſt valuable poſſeſſions, if they do 
not give us immediate ſatisfaction. They know 
they cannot defend themſelves againſt us, if we 
are really in earneſt, and reſolved to proſecute 
* the war with vigour ; therefore, as they cannot 
hope to amuſe us any longer, they will find 
| © themſelves under a neceſſity of complying im- 
* mediately with our juſt demands. Thus it muſt 
appear, Sir, that if our miniſters are endeavour- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1738. 
ing to obtain a ſafe and honourable peace, and 
reſolved; to accept of none other, we ſhall by 
this bill aſſiſt them in their endeavours, we ſhall 
ſtrengthen their hands, and give weight to. their 
negotiations; therefore, I am furprized to ſee 
it oppoſed by any gentleman, who has the 


honour of having a ſhare in our adminiſtration. 


© But I am ftil} more ſurprized, when I hear 


the gentlemen who oppoſe this bill, making it 


their chief objection: againſt it, that it will in. 
volve us in a war with Spain. Sir, I ſhould 
be glad to know what they mean by a war; 
for if robbing, impriſoning, and torturing our 


ſubjects, are not hoſtilities, I do not know 


what to call them; I hope, the honourable 
gentleman will nat ſay they are acts of peace 
and friendſhip! Tis true, the war has been 


hitherto on one ſide only: We have received 
many blows: We have as yet returned none. 


It is high time for us to begin to think of re- 


turning, what they have ſo liberally beſtow'd; 


and when we do begin to return their favours, 


I hope we ſhall be able to pay them back with 


intereſt. Therefore, with reſpe& to what we 
may ſuffer by a war, the honourable gentleman 
has no. occaſion to be ſolicitous about it: For if 
there were actually an open and declared war 
between the two nations: If we were giving 
blows as well as receiving, I do not believe our 
merchants. would ſuffer möre than they do at 
preſent ; becauſe they would then always be 
provided with proper convoys ; and, I believe, 
they would have no reaſon to fear Spaniſh Guar- 
da Cofta's, when they are failing under the con- 
voy of a Britiſh ſquadron. But if his fear pro- 
ceeds from what Spain may ſuffer by our going 
to war with them, I do not ſee how this bil 
can give him any uneaſineſs; for there is n 
clauſe in it for obliging his Majeſty to declare 


War, 
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war, or to begin hoſtilities againſt Spain: But 


if his Majeſty ſhould find himſelf under a ne- 
ceſſity to do ſo, J hope the honourable gentle- 
man will excuſe our taking all proper methods, 
for enabling his Majeſty to carry the war on 
with vigour, which is another of the chief ends 


propoſed by the bill. 


The honourable gentleman, Sir, has told us, 
that we have already ſufficiently teſtified our 
zeal for the honour of the nation, and our con- 
cern for the ſufferings of our merchants ; and 
that, what we have already done, will certainly 
open the eyes of the court of Spain, and make 
them ſee the juſtice of our demands. Sir, there 
might be ſome weight in this argument, if we 
had never before come to any reſolutions, nor 
preſented any addreſs to his Majeſty upon this 
ſubject; but, we have twice before done the 
very ſame thing, we have already done in this 
ſeſſion: We have twice come to reſolutions, 
and twice addreſſed his Majeſty upon the ſame 
ſubject, and the laſt of them ſeveral years ago; 
yet, we find, the eyes of the court of Spain 


are as faſt ſhut as they were at the beginning 


therefore, we have no reaſon to expect they 
will be opened by what we have already done. 
That court ſeems to be ſo faſt afleep with regard 
to its own intereſt, and ſo inſenſible of the inju- 
ries they have done us, that I am afraid we 
muſt give them a ſevere pinch, before we can 
make them open their eyes: If, without ſuch a 
pinch, they can be opened, the paſling of this 
bill will do it: If they cannot, the paſſing of 
this bill is the moſt proper method for putting 
ourſelves in a condition to give them ſuch a 
pinch as will be effectual. | 


Now, Sir, with regard to the objections that 


have been made againſt this bill, I muſt obſerve, 
that they are ſuch as militate either againſt * 
5 * whole 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1538. 
© whole bill, or againſt ſome of the particular 
* clauſes. Againſt the whole bill it is objected, 
that it will be look'd on by Spain as a challenge 
© or defiance, and will therefore make them think 
© it inconſiſtent with their honour to grant us 
* what they would, perhaps, have otherwiſe 
granted without heſitation. As to this, Sir, ] 
< muſt take notice, that we have already provided 
his Majeſty with 10 or 12,000 ſeamen, more 
© than would be neceſſary, if we were in no dan- 
„ger of a war; now, I muſt leave to every gen- 
tleman to judge, which looks moſt like a defi- 
* ance, our making ſuch a proviſion for the ſea 
« ſervice; or our paſſing ſuch a bill as this now 
< before us; for, I muſt think, that an actual 
© proviſion for war is more like a challenge, than 
J conditional proviſion for the encouragement of 
© our ſeamen in caſe of a war. Yet, no ſuch ob- 
« jection was made againſt our making ſuch a pro- 
« viſion for the ſea ſervice ; but, one may eaſily 
© ſee the difference: By making that proviſion, 
.* we put a large ſum of money into the hands of 
our miniſters; by what is now propoſed, we 
are to take out of their hands the money and 
* riches which may, hereafter, be acquired by the 
courage and conduct of our feamen. This, 
Sir, is a material difference, and a good reaſon 
* why our miniſters ſhould be angry with this laſt 
© method of providing for a war, though they 
were well pleaſed with the firſt : But Spain can 
have no reaſon to be angry with either, nor can 
they look upon either as a defiance. 
Another objection againſt the whole bill is, 
Sir, that it will render Spain more obſtinate 
< with reſpe& to our demands, and more unreaſon- 
able in the demands they make upon us, becauſe 
it will attach their friends more cloſely to them, 
© and prevent our friends from giving us any aſſiſ- 
© tance: And how 1s this terrible effect to be OP 
about! 


A. 1738. DEBATES. 


about? Why, by our reſolving to ſeize upon 
© the ſhips of our enemies, and confiſcate the 


effects we find on board ſuch ſhips. Sir, I muſt 


* ſay, we are brought to a low paſs, if we dare 
© not reſolve to do what all nations do, and have 
* a right to do, in time of war. Thoſe who 
put their goods on board the ſhips of pur ene- 
mies, deſerve to have them ſeized and confiſ- 
* cated, nor will any nation find fault with us for 


* doing ſo. To pretend, Sir, that in caſe of a 


* war with Spain, we muſt not ſeize upon the 
* Spaniſh plate fleets, and confiſcate the effects we 
find on board; becauſe the bn, will declare 


war againſt us if we do; is an argument that 


* will always hold good againſt our going to war 
« with Spain, unleſs the French pleaſe to give us 
leave; for the ſeizing upon and confiſcating the 
* fleets and ſhips of Spain, is the only way by 
which we can carry on a war againſt them with 
advantage, and the only way by which we 
could force them to peace. If we were to re- 
« ſtore every thing the French could pretend be- 
* longed to them, I am certain, that, in caſe of 
© a war between Spain and us, no Spaniard would 


ever have a ſhilling's worth on board any Spaniſh 


* ſhip, nor the leaſt property in any veſſel that 
« failed under Spaniſh colours. If this, Sir, were 
to be admitted as a rule for our conduct, it 


| © would be impoſſible for us ever to carry on a 


war againſt Spain, or to bring any ſuch war to 
a concluſion, We muſt continue to ſubmit to 


* all the injuries and inſults they pleaſe to put 


* upon us, without daring to reſent any one of 


| © them, unleſs the French pleaſe to give us their 


* permiſſion, 
* I hope, Sir, we have not yet negotiated our- 

* ſelves into ſuch a wretched condition. I hope 
* we never ſhall. If the French ſhould pretend 
to impoſe ſuch hard terms upon us, we muſt 
cs « reſolve 
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PARLIAMENTARY, A. 1y36 
reſolve to carry on a war, both againſt France 
and Spain. We have before done fo with ſuc- 
« ceſs, and, if we take right meaſures, we can 
never be long without a proper alliance for do- 


and, therefore, inſtead of joining with Spain, 
or ſupporting them againſt us, when they find 
we are in earneſt, the ſhare they have in the 


of loſing that ſhare, will make them endeavour 
to prevail with Spain to do us juftice. It will 
make them become ſincere mediators between 
us; and, in that caſe our negotiations would 
ſoon end in an equal and honourable treaty, 
We cannot, therefore, ſuppoſe, that our agree- 
ing to this bill will attach the French more cloſe- 
ly to the intereſt of Spain, than they are at pre- 


the ſame circumſtances with ourſelves, and 
would probably join with us, if our late con- 
duct has not given them ſentiments very diff- 
rent from what they formerly entertained. A 
cloſe alliance with this nation, they formerly 
thought one of the beſt meaſures they could 
take for their own preſervation ; and, if any 
part of our late conduct has made them alter 
their opinion, we ought to paſs this bill, in 
order to make them return to their former way 
IJ come now, Sir, to the particular objections 
« that have been made againſt the ſeveral clauſes 
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of this bill. As to the firſt clauſe, I think, all the 


I objections that have been, Or can be made a- 


gainſt it, are fully anſwered, by making this 


clauſe not to take place, till ſixty days after the 
declaration of of war, which will be a ſufficient 
time for every one to withdraw his effects from 
on board the ſhips of our enemies; and, if this 
< ſhould not be thought a time ſufficient, we may 

2 | grant 


ing ſo again. This the French are ſenſible of, 


Spaniſh plate fleets, and the riſk they will run 


ſent; and as for the Dutch, they are almoſt in 
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grant a longer time: I believe, the gentlemen, 
who are friends to the bill, will agree to it, ra- 
ther than have a negative put upon ſuch a ne- 
« ceflary bill, For this reaſon, I need not trouble 
you with anſwering the objections, that were 
made againſt this clauſe, either with reſpect to 
« our own, or foreign merchants, who may have 
« a concern in Spaniſh ſhips, or who may have 
granted any policies of inſurance upon ſuch 
* ſhips z but, I muſt obſerve, that as the cloud 
© has been long hanging over their heads, as 
nothing but our patience and forbearance could 
have prevented this cloud from breaking long 
before this time, they have themſelves only to 
« blame, if they ſuffer by any repriſals we can 
make upon the Spaniards. 3 

I was glad, Sir, upon this occaſion, to hear 
the honourable gentleman fpeak a word in fa- 
© your of our Spaniſp merchants, or any of our 
* merchants: They deſerve to be favoured by 
* ations, as well as words; but, if I am rightly 
informed, our Spaniſh merchants do not ſeem to 
be ſo much concerned for themſelves, or ſo 
* much afraid of a war with Spain, as he has ap- 
* peared to be upon this occaſion 3 for I have 
deen told, that a petition was drawn up againſt 
* our reſolving upon any violent meaſures with 
regard to Spain, and to ſerve as a counter-peti- 
tion to thoſe, which were preſented by our 


"a 


ns * W:ift-India merchants; that this petition was 
es * preſented to ſeveral Spaniſh merchants, in order 
he to be ſigned by them, and great endea- 
a- * vours, even menaces, made uſe of, for getting 
his * number of hands to this petition; but, with 
” * all the agents for this petition could do, they 
en 


could not get above half a dozen to ſign it, and 
* thoſe of no great conſideration; ſo that they 
ere at laft obliged to lay aſide their deſign. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1738. 


© The clauſe for granting a reward to our ſea 
© men concerned in taking prizes, I find, Sir, 


meets with no objection. The honourable gen. 


„ tleman himſelf, I find, thinks it neceſſary to 
grant ſome reward to our ſeamen, in order to 
encourage them to venture their lives in takin 

< ſhips from the enemy; and he will join, it 


© ſeems, in granting them ſuch a reward, pro- 


< viding it be at our own expence, and not at that 
© of the enemy. SE | 

Then, as to the objection made againſt the 
© third clauſe, I do not think, Sir, there is the 
< leaſt foundation for it. If the maſter of a ſhip, 


and his crew, have a mind to turn pirates, they 


< may do ſo without any commiſſion from his 
< Majeſty ; and if- they have his Majeſty's com- 
< miſſion in their pocket, they are as liable to he 
© hanged for piracy, as if they had not. The 
< laws againſt piracy, therefore, and a ſtrict exe- 
< cution of them, will always prevent any man's 
making a bad uſe of his Majeſty's commiſſion, 
It is to a failure, in this reſpect, that we muſt 
< 1mpute the piratical practices committed by the 
« Spaniſh Guarda Caſta s upon us; for if we had 
taken care to have had the captain and crew of 
< the firſt of them, that began thoſe practices 
< hanged as pirates, we ſhould never have been 
© troubled with any more ſuch practices, nor 
© ſhould we now have been in any danger of a 

var. The diſcretionary power of the crown has, 

I find, for many years been a favourite and 

« ſacred point with ſome gentlemen, who former 

< ly thought, or pretended to think, otherwiſe 

For my own part, I ſhall always be for cor 

« fining it as much as poſſible; for I generally 

find, it ſerves only to increaſe the power and 

the perquiſites of under officers ; and as in thi 

< caſe, a diſcretionary power can be of no ſervice, 

nor the aboliſhing it of any diſadvantage, ** 
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« fore, no ſuch power, I think, ought to be left 
ein the crown. © e, Re 

« Laſtly, Sir, as to the 4th clauſe of the bill, 
we are told, that it would be a breach of the 
treaties ſubſiſting between us, and the other pow- 
ers of Europe: That the Dutch,. as well as we, 


ing the entire poſſeſſion of his territories in Ame- 
rica: That his Catholick Majeſty ſtands engaged 


America to any power whatever; and, therefore, 
that his Majeſty's granting a charter for ſeizing 
upon any of them, would make it impoſſible for 
Spain and us ever to conclude a peace; becauſe 
we could not reſtore the territories ſo ſeized on, 
nor could. the King of Spain yield them to us. 
Sir, we are engaged by no treaty, except that 
with Spain, not to ſeize upon any of their terri= 
tories in America; and if an open war ſhould 
break out between us, all former treaties betweert 
the two nations are then at an end. Then, as 
to the guarantee of the Dutch, or any other 
power in Europe, in caſe a war ſhould break out 
between the Spaniards and us, upon the preſent 
occaſion, they could have no right to call upon 
any of their guarantees for aſſiſtance; becauſe 
they have brought the war upon themſelves, by 
attacking us; 2 guarantees can only be called 
on, when the power ty'd is attack d with- 
out a juſt eauſe: If it were otherwiſe, Sir, I be- 
lieve, we would find it a little difficult to anſwer 
for ſome late conduct of our own. And as to 
the King of Spain's engagement, not to yield up 
any part of his territories in America : If the fate 
* of war ſhould bring him under a neceſſity, he 
muſt comply with that neceſſity: But it is uſual, 
* in treaties, to leave the victors in poſſeſſion, 
* without any expreſs ceſſion from the vanquiſhed. 
Vol. XVI, Hh Therefore 
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are guarantees to the King of Spain, for his keep- 


to us, and likewiſe to ſome of the other powers 
of Europe, not to yield any of his territories in 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1738. 
Therefore if we have a mind to force Spain to a 
peace, and to command our own terms, a treaty 
may eaſily be agreed on between us, without 
our being obliged to reſtore, what we got by 
conqueſt, Indeed, if we were to ſue for, or buy 
© a peace, we muſt accept of ſuch terms, as we 
can obtain or purchaſe; in which caſe, we would 
certainly be obliged to reſtore whatever we had 
« conquered; and then, J muſt grant, that our 
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« ters, and ſecured to them by act of Parliament, 
« would be a little perplexing to our peace-makers: 
© But, if we go to war, I hope it will end in our 
« preſcribing to, and not receiving or purchaſing 
from, our enemies, the conditions of an accom- 
© modation. The latter is a caſe which we ought 
© not to provide for: On the contrary, we ought, 
if poſſible, to render it impracticable. It was the 
maxim of the Romans, never to ſue for or pur- 
© chaſe a peace: It was this maxim which made 
them the terror of all their neighbours, and at 
© laſt made them maſters of the world. 

LI have now, Sir, anſwered all the objections | 
© have heard made againſt this bill, or any clauſe 
* it contains; and if I have anſwered them to the 
honourable gentleman's ſatisfaction, I hope he 
will de as good as his word. But for his farther 
conviction, I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew, that 
the good ends propoſed by this bill, cannot be 
any other way attained. In caſe of a war, his 
© Majeſty may, *tis true, grant all prizes to the 
© captors; but that he will do ſo, is ſo far from 
© being known to our failors, that from this day's 
debate they muſt know, that he will not do fo, 
© if he follows the advice of thoſe gentlemen that 

© have oppoſed this bill. If his Majeſty follows 
their advice, every Spaniſh ſhip that is taken, 
< muſt be conſigned to ſome prize office, there to 
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© friends, as well as our own merchants and inſu- 
« rers, have made their ſeveral claims; and after 
all ſuch claims are fatisfied, the captors are, even 
by his Majeſty's grant, to have the reſidue only, 
ying the fees of the office, and the perquiſites 
of the officers. By this method, can any officer 
or ſailor expect to get any thing by the capture? 
No, Sir: The ſailors can never expect to draw 
any thing out of ſuch an office; and' the com- 
mander of the ſhip that takes the prize, will ge- 
nerally be a loſer. An honourable gentleman 
who has ſpoke in this debate, one who under- 
ſtands ſea affairs as well, and one who always 
bore as much authority in his command, as any 


man can do, has told us, that upon taking a 


prize it is impoſſible to keep the ſeamen from 
* plundering, and that by their plundering, more 
than a fifth part of the cargo may be embez- 
© zled: Then, if we ſuppoſe, as has been granted, 
« that the Spaniards have ſeldom a fifth part pro- 
« perty in their own ſhips, we muſt ſuppoſe, that 
0 


no Spaniſh prize will ever be ſufficient to anſwer 


the claims that will be made upon it; and as the 
deficiency will-always be occafioned. by the em- 
bezzlement of the ſailors on board the ſhip that 
took the prize, their commanding officer muſt 
anſwer for this deficiency out of his private for- 
tunez ſo that the commanding officer of every 
Britiſh ſhip that takes a Spaniſh prize, will be 
brought in debtor, as the ſame honourable gen- 
tleman has told us was once his own caſe. This, 
Sir, is the true ſtate of the caſe, as it will ſtand 
if this bill ſhould be rejected; and if this be the 
true ſtate of the caſe, can we ſuppoſe that any 
commander of a Britifh- man of war, or other 
armed veſſel, will ever take a Spaniſh ſhip? No, 
Sir: We muſt expect, they will fly from them; 
not for fear of being taken, but for fear they 
* ſhould be obliged to take. 
| 5 H h 2 Thus 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1738, 
Thus I could eaſily ſhew, Sir, that none of 
© the good ends propoſed by this bill can be an- 
© ſwered by any other method; but, what I have 
already ſaid upon this head, ſhews the politicks 
© of thoſe who oppoſe the bill in ſuch a ridiculous 
© light, that, I am convinced, no man will be a- 
© oainſt it, unleſs he thinks that we ought to ac- 
© cept of any ſort of treaty rather than declare war 
* againſt Spain. Therefore, if the bill is not agreed 
© to, I ſhall take it as a prognoſtick of peace: J 
© ſhall take it as a certain fign of our being reſolved 
© not to declare war; but, as I cannot approve of 
© ſuch a reſolution, I muſt, before I have done, 
© put you in mind of what the nation has ſuffered, 
9 By the treatment our merchant ſhips have met 
with, the Britiſp flag has been diſhonoured, the 
© Britiſh nation inſulted. The Britiſb flag, Sir, 
_ © which formerly claimed, and aſſerted, the domi- 
nion of the ſeas, and was a protection for our 
c merchants in the moſt diſtant corners of the oce- 
© an, is now become a trap for their deſtruction, 
© Our ſeamen have been impriſoned, tortured, nay, 
© it has been proved at our bar, that a commander 
of one of our merchant-men, had his ear torn 
off in a contemptuous manner, and that this 
& barbarity was accompanied with ſuch expreſſions, 
© expreſſions which I dare not mention, but they 
* were ſuch as put the higheſt indignity upon our 
© Sovereign. Theſe injuries, theſe inſults we have 
© ſuffered, hitherto tamely ſuffered, and from 
< whom? From a people to whom this nation has 
always, till of late years, been a terror. What 
© approbation they have met with from the court 
© of Spain, I do not pretend to know, but I muſt 
© obſerve, that our merchants and ſea commanders 
© have been moſt infamouſly treated even by their 
_ © courts of juſtice. It has been proved at our bar, 
that when a Britiſh ſhip is taken and brought in 
by any of their Guarda Cofa's, under LE 
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A. 1738. DEAT ES... 
« of illicit trade, the firſt thing that is done, is to 
« ap the maſter and crew up in cloſe priſon, and 
« to rob them of their ſea letters, and all other pa- 
« pers, from which they could make their inno- 
« cence appear: Then a Spaniard is ſet up by the 
« 'Fpaniſþ governor, as agent for the owners, and 
he, being thus conſtituted the defendant in the 
« ſuit, without ever conſulting with the maſter or 


« confeſſion of guilt, whereupon the ſhip and cargo 
< are condemned as lawful prize. Whether the 
« miniſters of Spain are ignorant of the practice, I 
do not know, but our miniſters are not, as ap- 
« pears from the laſt memorial ſent by them to the 
court of Spain. And I muſt farther obſerve, Sir, 


« Þ ſenſible of the injuſtice of ſome of the ſeizures 
that have been made, that they have given or- 
« ders for reſtitution, yet none of theſe orders have 
been yet fully complied with, nor have any of 
< the offenders been puniſhed : On the contrary, 
if Iam rightly informed, they have been reward- 
* ed, which, in my opinion, looks ſo much like 
an approbation, that if we had as much regard 
to our own honour, as we ſeem to have to the 
* honour of Spain, we would diſdain to ſue any 


3 | | 
Let us conſider theſe things, Sir, and then let 
us determine, whether we ought to be ſo much 
* afraid of provoking, or giving offence to the 
court of Spain, as to refuſe paſſing a bill which 
* 18 ſo neceſſary, which this very debate has made 
* neceſlary, for encouraging the ſeamen we have 
at home, as well as for inviting home thoſe who 
* are now in foreign ſervice, We may, Sir, pro- 
* cure ſome ſort of treaty before next ſeſſion of 
* Farliament, but if we ſhew ourſelves ſo much 
* afraid of a war as to reject this bill, I am afraid, 
N "nM © it 


the crew, makes a ſham defence, or rather a flat 


that, though the court of Spain have been made 


longer for peace, or ſatisfaction in a peaceable 
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it will be ſuch a one as will entail contempt upon 
this generation, and involve the next in difficul- 
ties which they will find inſurmountable, by any 
other method but that which we now ſeem fo 
much afraid of. What the honourable gentle- 
man may mean by a proper and full ſatisfaction, 
I do not know, but, though it be not obtained, 
© nor any proper methods uſed for obtaining it, 
t before next ſeſſion of Parliament, I hope we ſhall 
* have the pleaſure of ſeeing him appear here with 
the ſame 2 as uſual. However, I muſt defire 


A M nk &@ A a vn 


him to remember the maxim he himſelf has laid 


* down; it is a juſt maxim, a maxim which ought 
always to be obſerved by this houſe, when we 
call any miniſter to an account: If he remembers 
+ this maxim, and acts accordingly, we may, per- 


e haps, once more, ſee him appear in this houſe, 


as a country gentleman. Or, if he does not, we 
may probably ſee ſome others appear in that 
character, who now appear in a very different. 


+ This, I ſay, may happen to be the caſe, if all 


© thoſe who have the honour to have a ſhare in 
our adminiſtration, obſerve the maxim which he 
5. has ſo juſtly and fo properly eſtabliſhed. 

I ſhall conclude, Sir, with taking ſome notice 
+ of a doctrine, which may prevail with ſome gen- 
* tlemen to be a little too cautious of doing any 
* thing that may offend the court of Spain. In 
* all our debates upon this ſubject, our trade with 
that nation has been, by ſome gentlemen, {et in 
* ſuch a light, as if we could not ſubſiſt without it, 
I ſhall grant, it is a trade which may ſtill be of 
£ ſome advantage to us, if our merchants can carry 
* it on with ſecurity ; but, it is not of ſo great an 
advantage, I believe, as it was formerly. It is: 
trade we may be without. Queen Elizabeib 


* thought ſo: Oliver Cromwell thought fo: Net 


© ther of them made the leaſt difficulty of declaring 
« war againſt Spain, when they thought mr 
OY 9 "*+ reaſ 
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courſe with Spain. 


but with all foreign countries. | 
ſons, Sir, whatever may be the intereſt of mi- 
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reaſon: for doing ſo : Neither of them ever ſued 
for peace 3 both left us at their deaths, engaged 
in a war with that nation. And but lately, we 
carried on one of the moſt glorious wars we 
were ever engaged in, a war in which that na- 
tion was a party againſt us, and during which, 
even we ourſelves prohibited all trade and inter- 
Beſides, if we allow our- 
ſelves to fall into contempt, our merchants can- 
not expect common juſtice in their dealings in 
that country, or any other country, nor ſecu- 
rity in any part of the world; which will ſoon 
put an end to our trade, not only with Spain, 
For theſe rea- 


niſters, it is not the intereſt of the nation to be 
foo much afraid of a war with Spain; and, 
I muſt. obſerve, -Sir, that though it may be 
eafier to govern this nation in time of war, 
than in time of peace ; yet miniſters may ſome- 
times have particular reaſons for being afraid of 
a war: By the breaking out of -a war, ſecrets 
may be brought to light, which would prove 
the certain overthrow of thoſe miniſters that 
had been concerned in them; but as none of 
our miniſters can have ſuch particular reaſons 
for being. afraid of a war, I therefore. hope, 
they will give us their concurrence in the paſſing 
of this bill.” _ 


Upon patting the queſtion, That the bill do 


pals, it was carried in the negative, 106 noes, to 


75 yeas. 


Saturday the 2oth of May, his Majeſty came 


to the houſe of Peers, and the Commons being 
fent for, gave his Royal Aﬀent to the ſeveral 
publick and private bills that were ready, After 


H h 4 Which 
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to both houſes : | 


which he made the following moſt gracious ſpeech 


His Maje- 6 
fiy's ſpeech j 
zt the end of 


the ſeſſion. 6 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, © ; 
T* is with great ſatisfaction I obſerve, that 

the temper and moderation, which recom. 
mended to you at the opening of this ſeſſion, 
have been ſo well preſerved through the general 


* courſe of your proceedings; and that, from a 
due regard to me, and my honour, you have 


avoided all uuneceſſary occafions of heats, and 


* animoſities, and made the intereſt of your coun- 


try the principal object of your care and con- 
ſideration. | 3 | 


© Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 
© I return you my thanks for the ſupplies 
which you have ſo chearfully* and effectually 
raiſed fir the ſervice of the current year : The 
proviſion you have made to anſwer all emergen- 
cies, Which may become neceſſary in vindication 
of the honour and intereſt of my erown and 
people, is a great proof of your zeal and concern 
for the welfare and proſperity of the nation; 
and ſhall be employed by me in ſuch a manner, 
as may beſt conduce to thoſe ends and purpoſes, 


for which you have fo readily canſented to this 


extraordinary expenee. 


© My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
* Agreeably to what hath appeared to be the 


concurrent opinion of both houſes of Parlia- 


ment, I have given orders to repeat, in the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt peefling manner, my in- 
ſtances at the court of Spain, for obtaining ſatis- 
faction for the many injuries and loſſes ſuſtained 
by my trading ſubjects in America, as well as an 
effectual ſecurity of their rights for the future; 
and J hope from the juſtice and equity of the 
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« Catholick King to procure ſuch ſatisfaction and 

« ſecurity, as may preſerve the peace, and eſta- 

« bliſh a free and uninterrupted exerciſe of navi- 

« cation and commerce, mutually between the 

« ſubjets of both crowns, purſuant to our trea- 

« ties, and the law of nations.” | 


And afterwards my Lord Chancellor, by his 
Majeſty's command, faid, | 


* My Lords and Gentlemen, 


It is his Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure, Partiamene 
* that this Parliament be prorogued to Thur/day — 

« the 27th day of July next, to be then here 

held; and this Parliament is accordingly pro- 


rogued to Thurſday the 27th day of Fuly next.“ 


The fifth 2 of the fourth Septennial Par- 


lament. | 


by his Majeſty's proclamation, to meet wers 

on the 18th of January 173%, for the 
diſpatch of divers weighty affairs ; and accord- 
ingly both houſes aſſembled at MWeſtminſter on that 
day; but the ratification of the convention lately 
concluded with Spain not being arrived, the Par- 
lament was farther prorogued to Thurſday the iſt 
of February, when his Majeſty came to the houſe 


Tr ſeflion of Parliament was appointed, Parlixment 


| of Lords, and opened the ſeſſion with the follow- 


ing moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. 


* My Lords and Gentlemen, 
I Have, upon all occaſions, declared, how ſen- His N. je. 
J fibly I have been affected with the many hard- 7 
* ſhips and injuries ſuſtained by my trading ſubjects 
un America, I have the honour of my _ 
: h | > An« 


- — PR — — X mo 
ene ey en wr ty EC TR ny rt en et ere —— - 


——— 


= oO n 
* 3— — : an 
—* IE, Drops rpg oaks ˙ w ] ! Tp OY Tn ff IE 
. * — — 9 * "> 


= _ = 
b.4 
I by 8 _ — . 92 * 
r : 
* — - —— —— ¶d7ꝛ — 
3 N e 
— G * g 


6 
. 
= 
c 
— 
< 
£ 
„ 
— 
o 
0 
c 
< 
I 
c 
c 
4 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 1739, 


and the true intereſt of my people too much at 


curity and preſervation. 


La K & K W „ 6 K £6 K 


heart, to ſee either of them ſuffer any prejudice 


or diminution, without purſuing the moſt pro- 


per and advantageous methods for their real ſe- 
< Theſe conſiderations alone were ſufficient to 
incite me to exert my utmoſt power, in vindi- 


cating and protecting our undoubted rights and 


privileges of navigation and commerce ; and 
nothing could add to my own zeal in ſo juſt 
a cauſe, but the due regard I always have to the 
petitions. and complaints of my ſubjects, and 
the advice of my Parliament. The wiſdom 
and prudence of your reſolutions, upon this 
great and national concern, determined me to 
begin with the 'more moderate meaſures, and to 
try, once more, what effect and influence my 
friendly endeavours, and preſſing inſtances would 
have upon the court of Spain, towards obtain- 
ing that ſatisfaction and ſeeurity, which we were 
intitled to demand and expect; and your aſſu- 
rances to ſupport me in all events, enabled 


me to proceed with proper weight and au- 


thority. 
* Thus ſupported by the concurrent advice of 


both houſes of Parliament, I loſt no time in 
making preparations to do myſelf, and my peo- 


ple juſtice, if the conduct of the court of Spain 
had laid us under that neceſſity z and at the 
ſame time I did, in the ſtrongeſt manner, repeat 


my inſtances for obtaining ſuch juſtice and reps: 


ration for the many injuries and loſſes already 
ſuſtained, and ſuch an effectual ſecurity for the 


future, as might prevent the conſequences of an 
open rupture. wes pb eo Þ 


* It is now a great ſatisfaction to me, that 
I am able to acquaint you, that the meaſures 


I have purſued, have had ſo good an effect 


that a convention is concluded, and ratified be- 
| 6 tween 
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« tween me and the King of Spain; whereby, 
upon conſideration had of the demands on both 
« fides, that Prince hath obliged himſelf to make 
« reparation to my ſubjects for their loſſes, by 


4a certain ſtipulated payment; and plenipoten- 


« tiaries are therein named and appointed, for regu- 
lating, within a hmited time, all thoſe grievances 
and abuſes, which have hitherto interrupted our 
commerce and navigation in the American ſeas 
and for ſettling all matters in diſpute, in ſuch a 
manner, as may, for the future, prevent, and 
remove all new cauſes and pretences of com- 
« plaint, by a ſtrict obſervance of our mutual trea- 


« ties, and a juſt regard to the rights and privile- 


ges belonging to each other. I will order the 
convention, and the ſeparate articles to be laid 
before you. 5 

* Tt hath been my principal care, to make 
* uſe of the confidence you repoſed in me in 
this critical and doubtful conjuncture, with no 
other view, but the general and laſting benefit 
of my kingdoms; and if all the ends, which 


bare to be hoped for, even from ſucceſsful arms, 


can be attained, without plunging the nation 
* into a war, it muſt be thought, by all reaſona- 
ble and unprejudiced perſons, the moſt defirable 
event. f 
* Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

© I have ordered the proper eſtimates to be pre- 
* pared, and laid before you, for the ſervice of 
the current year. I heartily wiſh, that the 
* poſture of affairs would have permitted me to 
* retrench the publick expences, for which I am 
* obliged to demand the: preſent ſupplies: And 
* I make no doubt, but your experienced zeal and 
* affection for me and my government, and the 
* proper concern you have always ſhewn for the 
* publick good, will induce you to grant me ſuch 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1739. 
« ſupplies, as you ſhall find neceſſary for the 
« honour and ſecurity of me and my kingdoms. 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I cannot but earneſtly recommend it to you, 
not to ſuffer any prejudices or animoſities to 
have a ſhare in your deliberations at this impor- 


tant conjuncture, which ſeems, in a particular 


manner, to call upon you to unite in carrying 
on ſuch meaſures, as will be moſt conducive to 


the true intereſt and advantage of my people. 


This ſpeech being immediately taken into con- 
ſideration in the houſe of Lords, the Duke of 
Portland 9 up and moved the houſe to re- 
ſolve: 8 

1. That an humble addreſs ſhould be pre- 
« ſented by this houſe to his Majeſty, to return 
his Majeſty our humble thanks for his moſt gra- 


cious ſpeech from the throne. | 
2. To declare, that amongſt the many con- 


his paternal and unwearied care of the rights of 
his people, nothing can fill our hearts with 
more grateful ſentiments, than that ſincere and 
affectionate concern, which he has ſo often de- 
clared, for the many hardſhips and injuries 
ſuſtained by his trading ſubjects in America. 
That the honour of his Majeſty's crown, and 
the true ir tereſt of his people are, and ever will 
be, inſeparable; and that as his Majeſty has, 
on all occaſions, demonſtrated to the world, 
that he has both equally at heart, it was impoſ- 
ſible for us, not to have the firmeſt dependence 
on his zcal and vigilance, for their real ſecurity 
and pre ſer vation. 1 | 
3. To declare, that the gracious regard which 
his Majeſty is pleaſed to expreſs, for the reſolu- 
tigns ayd advice of his Parliament, is a Oo in- 
ance 
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vincing proofs, which his Majeſty has given of 
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« ſtance of his royal goodneſs : And that though 


his Majeſty's conſtant defire, out of tendernefs 
« to his people, to avoid involving theſe kingdoms 


| © jn the manifold. inconveniencies of war, muſt 


have inclined him to approve the beginning 
with more moderate meaſures; yet we never 


« entertained the leaſt doubt, but that the true 


« oreatneſs and fortitude, which inſpired his royal 
« breaſt, would have induced him to exert his ut- 
« moſt power, in vidicating and protecting our 
© undoubted privileges of navigation and com- 
merce; and in doing juſtice to himſelf and his 
ſubjects, if the conduct of the court of Spain 
had made ſuch meaſures neceſſary. 
4. To beg leave, on this occaſion, to offer 
to his Majeſty our unfeigned thanks for his great 
* goodneſs and condeſcenſion, in acquainting us 
© from the throne, that a convention was con- 
* cluded and ratified, between his Majeſty and 
the King of Spain, whereby reparation was 
agreed to be made to his ſubjects for their loſſes, 
* by a certain ſtipulated payment ; that plenipo- 
* tentiaries were appointed for regulating, within 
a limited time, all thoſe grievances and abuſes 
* which had hitherto interrupted our commerce 
and navigation in the American ſeas; and that 
© his Majeſty would order the convention and ſe- 
parate articles to be laid before us. 

* 5. To declare, that we ſhould fall ſhort of 
* thoſe warm impreſſions of gratitude, which we 
feel in ourſelves, as well as be wanting in our 
duty, if we did not return his Majeſty our moſt 
* thankful acknowledgments for his royal care, in 


making uſe of the confidence repoſed in him, 


* with no other view, but the general and laſting 
* benefit of his kingdoms. That reparation for 
* paſt injuries and loſſes, and effectual ſecurity for 
* the future, founded in juſtice, and warranted 
by treaties, had been the great views of his Ma- 
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| PARLIAMENTARY A, 1539. 
jeſty, and his Parliament, in that national ang 
important affair; and if thoſe purpoſes could he 
attained, without plunging the nation into a 
war, it muſt give the trueſt ſatisfaction to all his 
faithful ſubjects, who could not but be as 
deſirous to preſerve the peace, as they were able 
and ready to defend and vindicate their rights, 
againſt the incroachments of all aggreſſors. 

6. And laſtly, to declare, that we are deeply 
ſenſible, how unbecoming_. and - pernicious it 
would be, at any time, to ſuffer either prejudices 
or animoſities to mix themſelves with parliamen- 
tary deliberations; and that his Majeſty's gracious 
recommendation to us, particularly to avoid them 
at this important conjuncture, cannot fail to awa- 
ken in us a more than ordinary caution on that 
head. - That Great Britain hath but one common 
intereſt, conſiſting in the ſecurity of his Majeſty's 
perſon and government, and the welfare and 
happineſs of his people; and that when his Ma- 
jeſty is pleaſed to exhort us to unanimity, it is 
only calling upon us to unite for our own preſer- 
vation; therefore, to beſeech his Majeſty, to ac- 
cept the ſtrongeſt and moſt affectionate aſſurances, 
that we will zealouſly and chearfully concur in 
all ſuch meaſures, as ſhall be moſt conducive to 
thoſe great and deſirable ends.” 
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| Amendment This motion was ſeconded by the Lord Hobart; 


do the mo- 


tion. and then the Lord Gower ſtood up and moved by 
way of amendment to the Duke's motion, That the 
whole of it, except the firſt and laſt rrp Arm 
ſhould be left out, and a few words added for ex- 
preſſing their affection and duty to his Majeſty in 
"ro terms, as was formerly the cuſtom upon 
uch occaſions. | 
Upon this amendment there was a long debate, 
which we ſhall firſt give in general by way of ar- 
gument and anſwer, and then we ſhall give ſome 
of the particular ſpeeches made upon this _—_— 
ö | : 


Debate upon 
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A. 1739. DEBATES. 479 b 
The argument in favour of the amendment was N 
In antient times, and I may even fay, till of . j 

« late years, the addreſſes of this houſe, by way of jv n. 

« return to the King's ſpeech from the throne, con- 

ſiſted but of a very few ſentences. They con- 

« tained only our thanks to his Majefty for his 1 

« moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne, and a ge- + 

« neral acknowledgment of our affection and duty; 9 

« but that method has been entirely altered fince i 

the Revolution, and we have now fallen into a I 


« way of echoing back the ſpeech from the throne, 
« paragraph by paragraph, I may almoſt ſay, word 
| for word. This modern method I have always 
| thought inconſiſtent with the dignity of this 
| «* houſe. In my opinion, it looks more like the 
5 


« fulſome addreſs of the ſtates of a province in 
France, to their abſolute and arbitrary monarch, 
© than like the addreſs of either houſe of a free and 
- independent Britiſh Parliament. And for this 


= « reaſon, I cannot but wiſh, that your Lordſhips 
n * would return to your antient method, which I i 
0 am ſure is more confiſtent with your dignity, it 
and which can neither upon the preſent occafion, tl 
3 nor upon any future, be attended with the leaſt ji 
y * bad conſequence. | | i 
n The modern method has, tis true, my Lords, i 
hs been practiſed for ſeveral years: The ſpeech from 1 
X- © the throne has for too many ſeſſions, been punc- * 
in * tually echoed back from the houſe in every par- if 
on * ticular circumſtance; and great compliments have H 
* generally of late years been made to the King, 1 
te, * upon the meaſures purſued by the adminiſtration; i 
ar- but if this be a bad cuſtom, it can from no time } 
me * derive. a right to our future approbation; and I 
* © that it is ſo, muſt, I think, appear at firſt view, ! 
6 SEES | on. 5 
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light, .inta the meaſures which the addreſs now 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 1739. 
to every one that conſiders it in its proper light; 
for from the nature of our government, it is im- 
poſſible for the majority of this houſe, to have, 
at the very beginning of a ſeſſion, any proper 
knowledge of what has been lately tranſacted; 


we can have no ſuch knowledge, till it has been 
communicated to us by the crown, and delibe- 


rately examined by every Lord that is preſent, 
which cannot poſſibly be done the very firſt day 
of the ſeſſion; therefore, when in our addreſs of 
thanks for his Majeſty's ſpeech from the throne; 
we ſay any thing that may look like an encomi- 


um upon what has been lately tranſacted, our 


compliments cannot ſo much as be ſuppoſed to 
ſignify any thing : Nay, it is always allowed, 
even by thoſe that propoſe them, that they are 
not meant to ſignify any thing ; which, in my 
opinion, 1s a tacit acknowledgment that no ſuch 
compliments ought to be made; for in private 
life, to make ſuch compliments, is no argument 
either of the ſincerity of him that makes them, 
or of his reſpect for the perſon to whom they 
are made; and if we ſhould afterwards, upon 
an enquiry, cenſure thoſe meaſures we had before 
in our addreſs approved, or. but ſeemed to ap- 
prove, I am ſure it would be no argument for 
ſhewing the conſiſtency of our proceedings. 


Therefore, if we have a due regard to the digni- 


ty of this houſe, we ought to avoid entering into 
any particulars, or making uſe of any expreſſions 
in our addreſs, that may ſeem to approve of 
meaſures, which we may, perhaps in the fam 


ſeſſion, find good reaſon to cenſure. 


This caution, my Lords, is, I think, neceſſary 
at all times; but upon the preſent occafion, | 
think it is more neceſſary than it ever was upon 
any former; for we have had nothing yet laid 
before us, that can give us the leaſt glimpſe of 


n propoſed 
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« of our late tranſactions; and, I believe, there are 
but few, very few of your Lordſhips, that can 


« of them. We muſt therefore now judge by 
« appearances only; and if we judge from what is 
« publickly known, I cannot think we have from 
« thence, any great reaſon to run out in encomi- 


© nation has for ſome years been inſulted, our ne- 
« gotiators trifled with, and our fellow ſubjects not 
« only plundered, but barbarouſly uſed; and can 


thing that has been laid before you, or from 
« what has been communicated by our publick 
© Gazettes, that proper meaſures have been taken 
for vindicating the honour, repairing the loſſes, 


or ſecuring the trade of the nation? Theſe great 
| © ends may, for what I know, be all fully anſwer- 
: { ed by the convention, which, as his Majeſty has 
f told us, has been lately concluded between him 
: and the crown of Spain: I hope they will ap- 
« pear ſo, when that treaty, or rather preliminary, 
1 comes to be laid before us. I hope proper care 
5 has been taken by that convention, to have con- 
dign puniſhment inflited upon ſuch of the ſub- 
. jects of Spain, as have plundered or abuſed the 
of * ſubje&s of this nation, contrary to the faith of 
W former treaties; for without ſuch puniſhment, I 
* will be bold to ſay, that no reparation can be 
ry made for 6ur injured honour, nor any ſecurity 

f given for our future ſafety. I hope the ſtipula- 
_ ted payment, as it is called, will appear to be 
re * ſufficient for anſwering fully the loſſes of our 


* plundered merchants and ſeamen ; and, I hope, 
there is a feaſible | plan laid down for having all 
Vol. XVI. "76 ""w 


1 481 
« propoſed ſeems to approve of. We cannot pre- 
6 = to have the leaft parliamentary halter: , 


in any capacity pretend to a thorough knowledge 


ums upon our late management. It is publickly 
«© known, not only in this kingdom, but through 
all Europe, which I am ſorry to fay, that the 


© any of your Lordfhips pretend to ſay, from any 


* 


- yon ud EFT - = 1 3 = Ss en. — Tl - 9 = T== "87 "I - gt b 5 
Tg gens Stun daeut Locp EE, Sn Suns en ooo > ————. CC Wh \ - = = 
26 . — — 2 2 . GEES SRL tau <3 2 es re 
4 = * — —  ——— — —_— — = _ — 12 — 


— PI 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
our rights acknowledged by a definitive treaty, 


© or at leaft ſuch of them as have been lately con- 


« teſted, Theſe things, I ſay, my Lords, I hope, 
are all fully provided for by the coſtly conven- 
© tion, which we are ſoon to have the pleaſure of 


having laid before us; but as I yet know no- 


thing of that convention, and I believe moſt of 
your Lordſhips know as little of it as I do, 1 
cannot, even in the moſt general terms, approve 


of our having tamely ſubmitted to ſo many in- 


« juries, for the ſake of obtaining a thing called a 
convention, before I know what it is. 
© As ſpeeches from the throne, my Lords, are 
© always conſidered in this houſe as ſpeeches from 
< the miniſter, ſo I cannot but look upon the ad- 
< drefles made in return to thoſe ſpeeches, as ad- 
« drefles, in ſome meaſure, made to the miniſter; 
and, when ſuch an addreſs contains an approba- 
< tion of what has been done, though couched in 
© the moſt general terms, I ſhall always look upon 
© it as an approbation of the conduct of the admi- 
© niftration. In this light, I muſt conſider the ad- 
* dreſs now propoſed, and therefore, I ſhall treat 
it with the more freedom; becauſe, in this light, 
© his Majeſty can be no way concerned, nor can 
© his ſacred character be in the leaſt affected, by 
© any thing I can ſay againſt our late publick 
© tranſactions. 8 © 
* Suppoſe then, my Lords, that the word mi- 
© niſter, or miniſters, were properly inſerted in all 
« thoſe parts of the addreſs, which ſeem to con- 
< tain an approbation of our late conduct: Suppoſe 
Ve were to ſay, That amongſt. the many convincing 
« proofs, which your Majeſty's miniſters have given 
« of their unwearied care of the rights of your people: 
Would any of your Lordſhips agree to make 
< ſuch a compliment, till ſome of. thoſe convincing 


| © proofs had been laid before you? Or can we fay, 


that we have the firmeſt dependence on 11 
| | * 
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« zeal and vigilance, for the ſecurity and preſerva- 
« tion of thoſe rights, which have been of late fo 
often invaded by Spain, before we have ſeen 
« what care they have taken of them, by this laſt 
convention? When we conſider what inſults the 
nation has of late met with, and how long, how 
« patiently, thoſe inſults have been ſubmitted to, 
can we make any compliments to our miniſters 
upon their fortitude, till it appears from their 
negotiations, and from the iſſue of thoſe negoti- 
« ations, that their courage has been reſtrained by 
their prudence and fore-fight? For, I am ſure, 


« if full ſatisfaction is not ſtipulated by the con- 


« vention they have accepted, we may applaud 
their fortitude in patiently ſuffering inſults and 
indignities, but we can ſay nothing of their for- 
© titude in vindicating and protecting our undoubt- 
© ed privileges of navigation and commerce. Re- 
« paration for paſt injuries and loſſes, and effectual 
« ſecurity for the future, are what this nation 
« ought, what we muſt inſiſt on: But, can we ſay, 
that theſe have been the great views of our mi- 
« nifters, before we know a word of the conven- 
tion, by which that reparation and ſecurity ought 
to have been ſtipulated? I hope, my Lords, 
* when the convention comes to be laid before us, 
it will from thence appear, that they well deſerve 
* all theſe compliments; but, till we have ſeen and 
© examined the convention, I muſt think it a little 
premature to make any ſuch. | 

* If I were entirely ignorant, my Lords, not 
* only of our late negotiations, but of all our ne- 
gotiations and treaties for theſe ſevEnteen or eigh- 
teen years paſt, I might, perhaps, put a little 
* confidence in what our miniſters and their friends 
have been pleaſed to tell us privately of this laſt 
convention; I might, perhaps, believe, that we 
have obtained all we can wiſh or deſire, as has 


* been confidently reported by ſome perſons with- 
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out doors; but though I am ignorant of our late 
negotiations, and of the terms of the treaty or 
convention, in which they have terminated, yet, 
I am not entirely ignorant of our preceding ne- 


gotiations and treaties, nor of the ſucceſs with 
which they have been attended; and, the know- 


ledge I have of them is ſo far from furniſhing 
me with any argument for blindly approving of 


what has been lately done, that it renders me 


ſuſpicious both of the convention, and of the 


meaſures that were taken for bringing it to a 


concluſion. I can hardly believe that the con- 


duct of thoſe who have been ſo long amuſed 


with negotiations, and ſo often bamboozled with 


treaties, will appear to be without a flaw in this 


laſt ſtep, which they are pleaſed to repreſent as 


the maſter-piece of their politicks. 

Let us, my Lords, but take a view of the 
many negotiations we have catried on, and the 
many treaties we have concluded, within theſe 
laſt twenty years; and, from them, I believe, we 
ſhall find but little encouragement, to expect any 
great matters from what has been lately done. 
In the year 1721, we put an end to our war 
with Spain, by a treaty of peace, in which we 


© acted a moſt generous part: We gave up to them 


all the advantages we had made by the war, [ 
mean, the few ſhips we had taken from them; 
and that, without being obliged ſo to do, by 
any ſort of bad ſucceſs in the war: And though 
Spain had, upon the war's breaking out, ſeized 
Britiſh ſhips and effects in her dominions, to a 
great value, contrary to the faith of former trea- 


ties, by which the ſubjects of both kingdoms 
<. reſpeQively were, in caſe of a war, to have had 


ſix months to retire with their effects, yet we 


"contented ourſelves with ſtipulating only a ſimple 
_ © reſtitution. Theſe were terms extremely favour- 
able for Spain; and yet, it is well known, the) 
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A. 1739. DEBATES 
never made good the reſtitution they had pro- 
miſed, nor did they obſerve the former treaties, 


which, by that treaty, were confirmed and rati- 
fied; but continued, under various pretences, to 


infeſt our trade in the bay of Campeachy, and 


other parts of the American ſeas, as they had 
done fe ſome time before; and though we had 
it always in our power, to enforce the perfor- 


mance as well as obſervance of treaties, yet we 
truſted entirely to negotiation, and negotiated at 


the court of Spain for a free enjoyment of our 
rights in America, and for full ſatisfaction to our 
South-Sea company and other injured merchants, 
for four years, without any ſucceſs; for, as we had 
a miniſter there, I muſt ſuppoſe he had inftruc- 
tions to take ſome care of our merchants, and of 
our trade and navigation; and our bad ſucceſs in 
theſe negotiations was the more inexcuſable, be- 
cauſe, if we had accepted of the ſole mediation 
of all the differences then ſubſiſting between the 
Emperor and Spain, which was offered us during 
that interval, we might have eaſily accommoda- 
ted all our differences with the court of Spain; 


and might have eſtabliſhed the affairs of Europe 


upon ſuch a footing, as would have greatly con- 


tributed to the ſecurity of the balance of power 


in Europe, and to the intereſt and glory of this 
nation. BEAR £7 : 
* About four years afterwards, my Lords, our 


miniſters. got by chance an account of a treaty 


concluded at Vienna, between the Emperor and 
Spain; and though a conjunction and firm 


friendſhip between theſe two powers, is what 


this nation ought to deſire and cultivate as 


much as poſſible, yet 1 do not know by what 5 
information, or rather by what fatality, our mi- 
niſters took it into their heads that this treaty 


was deſigned againſt us; which induced them 


to enter into that moſt extraordinary treaty or 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 173g, 
alliance concluded at Hanover, in the year 1725; 
and though that treaty appears to be only a de- 
* fenſive alliance, yet we immediately took from 
* thence an occaſion to fit out powerful ſquadrons, 
and to ſend them in a hoſtile manner, though, 
< as. has ſince appeared, with peaceful inſtructions, 
© 'ta the coaſts of Spain, both in Europe and Ame- 
rica, before they had made the leaſt attempt 
< againſt us, or any of our allies. As Spain was 
«* ſtill owing great ſums to our Sauth-Sea company 
© and other merchants, by virtue of the treaty 


I have mentioned in 1721, and as they had 


5 been for ſeyeral years conteſting. ſome of our 
* moſt valuable rights and privileges in America, 
one might have expected that theſe ſquadrons, 
< fince: we had fitted them out, would have been 
made uſe of for compelling the court of Spain 
to make full ſatisfaction to our merchants, and 
to acknowledge our rights in America; but 
theſe, it ſeems, our miniſters thought were 
trifles not worth contending for; and as they 
thought, that our ſending ſuch ſquadrons to the 
- coaſts of Spain, was no infringement of the 

peace ſubſiſting between us and that nation, 
they gave no orders to theſe ſquadrons, either 


GK R W RM M 8 Am 


to begin hoſtilities, or to attempt to compel the 


< Spamards to do any thing, for fear of breeding 
© a rupture between the two nations. But Spain 
look d upon our ſending them ſuch unwelcome 
5 gueſts in a very different light: They conſider- 
5 ed it as an open rupture, therefore they imme- 
diately ſeized: all our merchant-ſhips: and effects, 
both in Spain and America, and began hoſtilities 

< againſt us both by ſea and land. This, one 
d would have thought, afforded us an excellent 
opportunity for beginning hoſtilities in our turn, 
by which, if they had been carried on in a vi- 
* gorous manner, we might ſoon have forced 


* Spain, then without any one ally that could 


hurt 


any; DEBATES 

gurt us, to make full atonement both for the 
breach of treaty ſhe had then committed in 
« ſeizing our merchants effects, and for the non- 
« performance, as well as non-obſervance, of the 


« treaty in 1721. But, though we had put our- 


| ſelves to great expence in procuring the acceſſion 
« of ſeveral Princes and States to the treaty of 
« Hanover, and in augmenting our forces both by 
« ſea and land, yet, inſtead of beginning to fight, 
ve began to negotiate ; and, by our dexterity 
in that way, ſome preliminary articles were, in 
about two years, ſettled and agreed on between 
the Emperor and the allies of Hanover, which 
begot a new negotiation, in order to obtain the 
acceſſion of Spain; and that negotiation, in 
about a year more, brought forth the conven- 
tion between Spain and us, figned at the Pardo, 
in March 1728: This again begot a new nego- 


Spain in a cloſe friendſhip, but joined with them 
in a ſort of alliance againſt the Emperor; and 
all this, without having aſk'd the leaſt re- 
imburſement for the charges, we had put our- 
ſelves to, and without obtaining any ſatisfaction 
for our merchants, or any explicit acknowledg- 
ment of ſuch of our rights or privileges in Ame- 
rica, as had been conteſted by Spain. 

© *Tis' true, my Lords, by this famous treaty 
of Seville, all former treaties were renewed and 
confirmed; by which, I remember, it was at 
the time of that treaty pretended, that all our 


WWW K ↄ . % 


from the example of the treaty in 1721, we 
might have ſeen, how precatious ſuch a general 
acknowledgment would prove, and our expe- 
rience, ſince that time, has confirmed what we 
had then good reaſon to ſuſpect; for ſince the 

8 8 114 | con- 
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tiation, which, in about a year and a half, end- 
ed in the famous treaty of Seville, by which 
we not only re-united the crowns' of France and 


rights and privileges were acknowledged; but 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1739, 
concluſion of the treaty of Seville, the Spa- 
niards have been more daring in their inſults, 


and more frequent in their depredations, than 


ever they were before that time; which was, 


indeed, foreſeen by almoſt every man in the 


kingdom, except the friends of thoſe who ne- 
gotiated that wiſe treaty; and I may propheſy 
that, if ever we make a new treaty, without 
having the privileges of our navigation and 
commerce expreſly and particularly declared and 
acknowledged, our poſſeſſion of them will be- 
come more precarious than ever it was hereto- 
fore; nay, I do not know but the Spaniſh in- 
croachments and depredations may be multiplied 
in America, and at laſt extended to Europe. 


I ſhall likewiſe grant, my Lords, that by 


this treaty, the effects of the South-Sea_ com- 
pany, and of our other merchants, which had 
been ſeized by the Spaniards in their dominions, 
when they thought fit to begin hoſtilities againſt 


us, were ſtipulated to be reſtored; and com- 


miſſaries were to be appointed for examining and 
deciding all pretenfions upon either fide ; but 
the treaty in 1721 ought, | likewiſe in this caſe, 


to have been a warning to us, not to truſt much 


to the performance of ſuch ſtipulations ; and, 
experience has ſince ſhewn, that we ought to 
have taken that treaty as a warning; for, 
though the Spaniards themſelves admit, that 
there is about 300,000/7. due by them to the 
South-Sea company, and upon a fair account, I 
have ſome reaſon to believe, the company could 
make it appear to be treble that ſum; yet, the 
court of Spain is now, after nine years forbear- 
ance, ſo far from offering to pay any part of 
that ſum, that, we are told, they inſiſt upon the 
company's paying a ſum of 68, ooo J. as a debt 
which they pretend to be due from the company 
to them. Now, if this be the caſe of our . 
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« 52a company, we may eaſily imagine, how far 


« ſhort our other merchants have come of having 
« thoſe effects reſtored to them, which were ſo 
© unjuſtly ſeized by the Spaniards, upon their be- 
ginning hoſtilities againſt us in the year 1726, 
gor upon our beginning hoſtilities againſt them, 
« in the year 1718. And as to ſuch of our mer- 
« chants as had been plundered by their Guarda 
« Coſta's in America, before the treaty of Seville, 
few or none of them can be ſuppoſed to have met 
« with any reſtitution ;' ſince the Spaniards took 
care that the commiſſaries ſhould never come to 
any ſettlement or deciſion, with regard to any 
« of the pretenſions that were referred to them. 

And now, my Lords, I have mentioned 
« commiſſaries, I muſt obſerve, that from that 
« very article in the treaty of Seville, which regu- 
« lates the appointing of commiſſaries, it appears 
to me, that thoſe who drew up that article, 
either deſigned that the commiſſaries ſhould 
never be able to decide any thing, or otherwiſe 
that our commiſſaries ſhould give up a point 
which, indeed, ſeems to be given up by that 
article; but it is ſuch a one as, I hope, no Bri- 
« tiſþ ſubject will ever dare to give up in expreſs 
terms. In that article it is ſaid, That the com- 


* miſſaries ſhall likewiſe examine and decide, ac- 


* cording to the treaties, the reſpective pretenſions, 
* which relate to the abuſes that are ſuppoſed to 
* have been committed in commerce, as well in the 
Indies, as in Europe, and all the other reſpective 
pꝑretenſions in America, founded on treaties, (after 


which follows this remarkable ſentence) whether 
© with reſpect to the limits, or otherwiſe, Now, 


* my Lords, I do not remember that, ever fince 


© the year 1670, till within theſe five or fix 


years, there has been the leaſt diſpute between 
the Spaniards and us about limits at land in 
America; and if there was then no diſpute be- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© tween us about limits at land, I am ſurprized 
< how our negotiators came to allow ſuch a word 
to be foiſted into any treaty 3 becauſe the Spa- 

niards may from thence pretend, that we have 
acknowledged the being of ſuch a thing at ſea, 
which I hope no Britiſs ſubject will ever admit 
of; and yet, if there was at that time no diſ- 
pute between us about limits at land, I do; not 
know how we could get over this acknowledg- 
ment, any other way than by faying, that this 
ſentence was foiſted into this treaty by the art- 
fulneſs of the negotiators for Spain, and the ig- 
norance or careleſſneſs of thoſe that were em- 
ployed on the part of England. 

Thus, my Lords, I have gone through ſeve- 
ral of thoſe negotiations and treaties, we have 
lately been engaged in, or concluded; and from 
the few remarks I have curſorily made, I believe 
it will appear, that we have no great reaſon to 
approve blindly of any treaty that has: been, or 
can be made by thoſe who had the chief con- 
cern in negotiating or concluding any of the 
treaties 1 have mentioned. By the treaty in 
1721, we made ſome conceſſions, which, I 
think, we ought not to have made, and truſted 
to promiſes which ought to have been ſtipulated 
by preliminaries, and which we ought to have 
ſeen. performed before we concluded a definitive 
treaty; but as we had then little or no experience 
of the conduct of the court of Spain, the con- 
fidence we put in their promiſes was a little 
excuſable; and our coneeſſions might likewiſe 
have been excuſed, if we could have thereby 
reſtored a perfect harmony between Spain and 
the Emperor, as well as between Spain and our- 
ſelves. But I cannot ſay ſo much for our fu- 
ture conduct: During the congreſs at Cambroy, 
we let ſlip, in my opinion, an excellent oppor- 
tunity for reſtoring the antient amity 
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A. 1739. DEBATES. 
the Empire and Spain, and for re- kindling that 


« animoſity and jealouſy, which ſo long ſubſiſted 


between Spain and France. By our treaty of 


« Hanover, and the meaſures we took in conſe- 
« quence of that treaty, we in a manner declared 


«© war, as I ſtill think, without the leaſt cauſe, 


* againſt the two powers of Europe, whoſe friend- 
« ſhip we ought moſt to. cultivate ; and by the 
« treaty of Seville, without obtaining the leaſt ad- 


vantage for this nation, we reſtored a cloſe 


« friendſhip between France and Spain, and there- 
« by laid the foundation of that war, which they 
* afterwards, jointly with Sardinia, carried on 
* againſt the Emperor. 7 

II ſhall fay nothing, my Lords, of our beha- 
viour during that war, or of the obligations we 
lay under by the treaty we concluded at Vienna 
in the year 1731; but this I will fay, that as 
* we had, by our former meaſures, united France 


and Spain, While that union ſubſiſted, it was, 


in ſome meaſure, neceſſary for us to keep up a 
* cloſe alliance and friendſhip with the court of 
Vienna; and if by our inactivity in that war, 
* for I ſhall never call making treaties, or aug- 
* menting our forces by. ſea. and land, activity, 
* I fay, if by. our inactivity: in that war, we loſt 
* the friendſhip and confidence of. our anticnt. ally 
the Emperor, we thereby gave the French and 
the Spaniards an opportunity. of triumphing firſt 
* over him, that they. might afterwards have an 
opportunity of triumphing over us. in our. turn; 
* ſo that if France and Spain are now united 
* againſt, this nation, and we deſtitute of every 


* ally, or of ſuch an alliance as may make the 
balance equal, which I hope is not the caſe, it 


may be alledged, that our unlucky ſituation is 
* chiefly. owing to our late treaties and negotiations. 
If this be our caſe, can we from hence ſup- 
* poſe, my Lords, that an implicit faith ought. * 
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4922 ' PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
bbe placed in the conduct of thoſe, who have 
treated and negotiated us into ſuch circum- 
ſtances? If we can neither with honour con- 
tinue in peace, nor with any proſpect of ſucceſs 
engage in a war, can we ſuppoſe that any treaty 
we make, can be an honourable or an advan- 
tageous treaty ? I hope, my Lords, we are not 
as yet reduced to ſuch a dilemma ; but if we 
are not, I am convinced it is more owing to the 

good opinion ſome of our neighbours have of 

our natural ſtrength, than to the wiſdom of our 
on conduct; and therefore, I cannot agree to 
paſs any compliments upon our late conduct, 
or upon the convention now concluded with 
Spain, till I am fully convinced, by peruſal and 
enquiry, that it is an honourable, ſafe, and ad- 
vantageous treaty. And even ſuppoſe it were 
ſo, ſuppoſe, my Lords, that from ſome private 
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againſt our making uſe of any expreſſions in our 
addreſs, that might look like an approbation of 
it, not only becauſe of the bad precedent, but 
« becauſe it has the misfortune to labour under 
a very bad character without doors. We have 
had fome pretended articles of it publiſhed in 
our news papers : I hope they are 2 from be- 
ing truly the articles; but whether true or falſe, 
the world has from thence conceived a moſt de- 
ſpicable opinion of the treaty; and therefore, 
though from ſome private information, I were 
convinced that there was no ground for ſuch an 
opinion, yet I ſhould be againſt approving it, 
till the world could have an opportunity of be- 
ing undeceived, by its being printed and pub- 
liſhed. at full length; for I ſhall never be for our 
doing any thing that may hurt the character of 
this houſe, in the opinion of the generality of 
the people without doors. At preſent, moſt 
people think that the payment ſtipulated 1 
, « thus 
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good the loſſes of our merchants; and that 
« even the ſmall ſum that is ſtipulated, is ſtipu- 
« lated in ſuch a way, that it muſt be all paid by 
« ourſelves: We muſt pay, they ſay, with one 


hand, and receive with the other; and this, 


« they fay, is all that is ſtipulated ; for every 


thing elſe, they ſay, is referred to plenipoten- 


« tiaries, whoſe negotiations, every one ſuppoſes, 
vill end in nothing, as thoſe of our commiſſa- 
« ries formerly did. From hence, moſt men take 
the liberty to ſay, that this convention, this 
« treaty of peace, which has coſt the nation ſo 
much money, is nothing but a ſcrap of paper, 


« a paper peace, that will be of no fignification, 


nor put any ſtop to thoſe hoſtilities, which 
« Spain has been carrying on againſt. us for fo 
* many years, 2 | 


This, my Lords, is at preſent the general 


opinion among the people, of the convention 
© lately concluded; and therefore, out of regard 
to the dignity of this houſe, and to the charac- 
ter we ought carefully to preſerve among thoſe 
without doors, we ought to ſay nothing in 
« praiſe of the convention, or of the conduct of 
* thoſe who have brought it. about, till the peo- 
* ple can be undeceived by a peruſal. For this 
* reaſon, I ſhall beg leave to propoſe, by way of 
* amendment, to take only the firſt and laſt para- 
* graphs of the addreſs moved for by the noble 
* Duke, and to leave out the four intermediate 
* paragraphs, | 

* Even the laſt paragraph, my Lords, I cannot 
* fay I entirely approve of ; becauſe I think that 
* paragraph in his Majeſty's ſpeech to which it re- 
* lates, might have been as well left out. When 
* I fay ſo, my Lords, I confider the ſpeech, as 


| © ſuch ſpeeches are always conſidered in this houſe. 


I conſider it as the ſpeech of the miniſter ; and 
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« this convention, is not near ſufficient for making 


* xg" ©: 
+ 


KK Kana nn aa K M AAA A A aA M a @A 


> * Pra Ri * . 
2 RA FE 2 K 
ze BE $05 I by 


PARLIAMENTARY, &c. A. 17; qi 


8 F do not think it right in any miniſter to recom- 
mend to this houſe, or to either houſe of Parlia- 


ment, not to ſuffer any prejudices or animoſities 
© to have a ſhare in their dehberations ; becauſe it 
may be thought without doors, to bear an ugly 
infinuation. Some people may from thence con- 
clude, that there is ſome danger of our allowing 
POD or animoſities to have a ſhare in our 
eliberations ; which is a concluſion, that no 
perſon without doors ought to be by any means 
induced or encouraged to make. It is, indeed, 
a conclufion that a wicked miniſter may be fond 
of having made ; becauſe he will always endea- 
vour to make people believe, that the oppoſition 
that is, or may. be made to any of his meaſures, 
can proceed from nothing but prejudices or ani- 
moſities; but this is an opinion that is, I am 
ſure, as much againſt the true intereſt of the 
King to encourage, as it is injurious to either 
hoof: of Parliament to entertain. For this rea- 
ſon, I do not know but there has been a time 
when the anſwer to ſuch a paragraph in the 
ſpeech, would have been an addreſs from both 
houſes of Parliament, to know who adviſed it. 
However, I ſhall at preſent take no further 
notice of it, nor oppoſe making ſuch an anſwer 
eto it as has been moved for.” 
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